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them to bind him and threaten to leave him to die. 
Their hearts were softened toward him only when 
other members of Ishmael's family pleaded for 
Nephi's safety (1 Ne. 7:6-21). 

After joining with Lehi in the valley of Lem
uel, Nephi, his brothers, and ZORAM married the 
daughters of Ishmael (1 Ne. 16:7). As the journey 
continued Ishmael died and "was buried in the 
place which was called Nahom" (16:34). Ishmael's 
death and the combination of other adversities 
caused such grieving among his children that they 
again complained against Lehi and Nephi, repent
ing only after the voice of the Lord chastened them 
(16:34-39). 

CHRISTINE PURVES BAKER 

ISRAEL 

[Fout· articles are clustered under this entry: 

Ove rview 

Scattering of Israel 

Lost Tribes of Israel 

Gathering of Israel 

The jfrst article is a general introduction of the distinc
tive LDS concept of Israel. The second articl.e is a review 
of the scriptural scattering of Israel. The third a·rticle 
treats the scripturnl promises of the restoration of the 
tribes to thei,· homelands. The fourth article constitutes 
a review of the scriptural promises concerning the 
kttter-day gathering of Israel. They reflect the breadth 
of interest in the topic among Latter-day Saints and the 
doctrinal and historical foundations of this interest. 
Other articles with a relatecl historical component are 
Abrahamic Covenant; Covenant Israel; Ephraim; Jerusa
lem; Moses; Promised Land; and Zionism. Articles that 
incorpornte doctrinal aspects of LDS interest are Alle
gory of Zenos; Law of Adoption; New and Everlasting 
Covenant; cmd New Jerusalem. ) 

OVERVIEW 
The name Israel (Hebrew for "God rules" or "Cod 
shines") has two particularly distinctive modern 
applications to Latter-day Saints. First, it refers to 
members of the Church. Second, it points to mod
ern descendants of ancient Israelite stock, who, 
because of Cod's fidelity to ancient covenants 
made with theiT forebears, are to become recipi
ents of his blessings in the latter days. 

HISTORY OF THE NAME. The name Israel first 
appears in the Bible as the divinely bestowed sec-
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ond name of Jacob (Gen. 32:28; 35:10). "Sons of 
Israel" or "children of Israel" initially meant Ja
cob's sons and their families (Gen . 50:25; Ex. 1:1) 
and, more distantly, all of Jacob's descendants 
(e.g., Ex. 1:7, 9). After Jacob's posterity settled in 
the land of Canaan, the name Israel referred to the 
league of b·ibes bound together by a covenant with 
the Lord (Josh. 24). Later, the united monarchy of 
Saul, David, and Solomon was known as Israel 
(e.g., 1 Sam. 9:16; 13:13; 2 Sam. 5:3). After the 
breach following Solomon's death, the name Israel 
denoted the northern kingdom (1 Kgs. 11:34-39; 
12:3, 16), while the name Judah designated the 
southern realm (1 Kgs. 12:23, 27). After the north
ern kingdom fell to the Assyrians .in 722 B.C. , the 
name Israel became a spiritual designation for the 
southern kingdom (e.g., Isa. 5:7; Micah 3:1; Zech. 
12:l; 1 Mace. 1:11, 62). The term "Jew" was first 
applied by outsiders to those living in the kingdom 
of Judah and first appears in 2 Kings 16:6. 

In the New Testament, the name Israel refers 
to the people of God, not usually in a nationalistic 
sense but designating those who are, or will be, 
gathered to Jesus Christ by obeying the word of 
God (e.g., Matt. 10:6- 7; Luke 24:21; John 1:31, 
49; Acts 2:22, 36). It also refers to Christ's kingdom 
(Matt. 27:42; Mark 15:32), into which Gentiles will 
be grafted as if into an olive tree (Rom. 11:17-21). 
Two passages in Galatians clearly equate Israel 
with the early Christian church (Gal. 3:27-29; 
6:15-16), and the connection is also affirmed by 
Jesus' statement that his apostles will judge the 
b·ibes of Israel (Matt. 19:28; cf. 1 Ne. 12:9; D&C 
29:12). 

In the Book of Mormon, several phrases ap
pear with distinctive applications. The phrase 
"children of Israel" regularly refers back to Jacob's 
descendants in the Mosaic era, echoing the lan
guage of the Exodus account (e.g., Ex. 19:l; 1 Ne. 
17:23; Jacob 1:7; Mosiah 7:19; cf. 3 Ne. 29:1-2). 
Cod's title Holy One of Israel, drawn from Isaiah 
(e.g., 48:17; l Ne. 20:17), appears in discussions of 
God's covenants, affirming him to be the faithful 
God who made covenants with ancient Israel (e.g., 
l Ne. 19:14-17). This title also appears in prophe
cies concerning God's future "reign in dominion, 
and might, and power, and great glory" (1 Ne. 
22:24-25). The Holy One of Israel is identified as 
Jesus Christ (2 Ne. 25:29). "House oflsrael" refers 
to the lineal posterity of Jacob and is frequently 
used in prophetic utterances that have to do with 
their scattering or latter-day gathering. Moreover, 
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Book of Mormon people saw themselves as a "rem
nant" or "branch" of the house of Israel whose de
scendants would receive the blessings promised to 
Israel in the latter days (1 Ne. 19:24; 3 Ne. 20:16). 

For two major reasons, Latter-day Saints 
today apply the name Israel to themselves. First, 
Moses appeared to Joseph SMITH, and Oliver 
COWDERY in the KIRTLAND TEMPLE on April 3, 
1836, and conferred on them the KEYS, or authori
zation, for "the gathering of Israel" (D&C 110:11; 
d". PWJS, pp. 145- 46). This gathering consists not 
only in restoring people of Israelite ancestry "to 
the lands of theii- inheritance" but also in bringing 
them "out of obscurity and out of darkness; and 
they shall know that the Lord is ... the Mighty 
One of Israel" (1 Ne. 22:12). This action means 
b1inging them into the Church. Second, Latter
day Saints have often learned from their 
PATRIARCHAL BLESSINGS that they are literally of 
the lineage of Israel (D&C 86:8-9), primarily the 
tribes of EPHRAIM and Manasseh. The Lord has 
revealed that it is the particular responsibility of 
Israel to carry the message of the restored gospel 
to the world, and Ephraim has the responsibility of 
directing this work (D&C 133:26-34; cf. TPJS, p. 
163). Those who are not oflsrael's lineage become 
such through adoption at the time of their baptism 
and reception of the Holy Ghost (TPJS , pp. 149-
50; Rom. 8:15-17; Gal. 4:5-7; Abr. 2:10; see also 
LAW OF ADOPTION). 

LINEAL ISRAEL. Israel's consciousness of lineal 
distinction was related at least in part to God's for
mal adoption of it by covenant at the holy mount. 
"Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above all people . . . and ye shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy na
tion" (Ex. 19:5- 6). As the chosen people of God, 
Israel was under a divine obligation to bear the 
covenant and its promises to others, an obligation 
established earlier with Abraham and his seed 
(Ahr. 2:9-11; see also ABRAHAMIC COVENANT). 

The Book of Mormon peoples were literally of 
Israel. Those who journeyed to the Western Hemi
sphere from Jerusalem with LEHI around 600 B.C. 

were descended from JOSEPH OF EGYPT through 
his sons Manasseh and Ephraim (Alma 10:3; cf. 1 
Ne. 5:14-16; JD 23:184- 85). A second group had 
links to the royal house of Judah through MULEK, 
son of Zedekiah (Hel. 6:10; Omni 1:14-16). Sev
eral prophecies deaJ with the eventual restoration 

of God's covenant among the descendants of these 
peoples(e.g., 1 Ne. 22:3- 12;3Ne. 20:22-27;21:l-
7). As a natural corollary, several prophecies focus 
on the scattering and eventual return of many of 
the Jews to Jerusalem and the blessings that await 
them there (e.g., 2 Ne. 6:10-14; 3 Ne. 20:29- 46; 
Ether 13:5). As with other covenants, promises are 
fulfilled only when people-whether Gentiles or 
Israelites-obey the commandments of God (e.g., 
l Ne. 14:5- 6; 22:17- 22). 

Today, members of the Chmch-latter-day 
Israel, largely Joseph's descendants either by 
blood or adoption-aJ"e to seek out the other de
scendants of Israel and those who would become 
Israelites through adoption by baptism. The 
Prophet Joseph Smith observed that "as the Holy 
Ghost falls upon one of the Hteral seed of Abraham, 
it is calm and serene; . . . while the effect of the 
Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge out the old 
blood, and make him actually of the seed of Abra
ham. That man that has none of the blood of Abra
ham (naturally) must have a new creation by the 
Holy Ghost" (TPJS, pp. 149-50; cf. Rom. 6:4; 
12:2). 

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL. In both ancient and modern 
times, keeping God's covenants has been the heart 
of becoming and remaining the people of God 
(e.g. , Ex. 19:5- 6; Deut. 4:32- 40; D&C 100:15-
16). At the physical center of Israel, so to speak, 
stood the house of God's spiritual blessings, where 
covenants were made and remade, first the taber
nacle in the camp and later the temple in Jerusa
lem. Almost immediately after giving the Ten 
Commandments and other terms of the covenant 
(Ex. 20- 23), God gave directions for fashioning the 
tabernacle (Ex. 24-27), the most sacred structrne 
of Moses' Israel, "that I [God] may dwell among 
them" (Ex. 25:8). Latter-day Saints have also been 
commanded by the God of Israel to build temples 
for worship and for making covenants, so that the 
lives of men and women will be enriched through 
eternal family sealings (D&C 110:6-10; cf. TPJS, 
p. 186; WJS, p. 212; see also TEMPLES). 

In the New Testament era Gentiles were of
fered a broad opportunity to become full partakers 
of Israel's blessings. While Jesus limited his per
sonal ministry to Israelites (Matt. 15:24; cf. 3 Ne. 
15:23) and told the Twelve to proselytize only 
among Israel (Matt. 10:5), he visited Gentiles in 
the Decapolis, near Galilee (Matt. 8:28-34), and 
sent his seventy disciples into areas where there 



were many Gentiles (Luke 10:1-17). He prophe
sied that many "shall come from the east and west, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 8:11). 
John the Baptist proclaimed that "God is able of 
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham" 
(Matt. 3:9), evidently referring to the adoption of 
Gentiles into the house of Israel (TPJS, p. 319). 
Peter learned that the righteous in "every nation" 
who hearken to God are "accepted with him" (Acts 
10:35). Even so, Paul reminded readers to "boast 
not against the branches" of the tree oflsrael when 
they falter because "all Israel shall be saved" (Rom. 
11:18, 26). 

The Book of Mormon preserves a prophecy of 
Joseph of Egypt (2 Ne. 3:5-21) wherein the Lord 
promised Joseph that "a choice seer will I raise up 
out of the fru it of thy loins ... [to bring] them to 
the knowledge of the covenants which I have made 
with thy fathers" (2 Ne. 3:7). The "work" of this 
seer includes bringing forth a record written by 
Joseph's descendants that will be joined to a record 
from the tribe of Judah, to bring Israelites "to the 
knowledge of their fathers in the latter days, and 
also to the knowledge of my covenants, saith the 
Lord" (2 Ne. 3:11-12). The record from Joseph's 
lineage is the Book of Mormon and that from 
Judah's is the Bible (cf. Ezek. 37:15- 23; see also 
BOOK OF MORMON, BIBLICAL PROPHECIES ABOUT) . 

The prophecy states that the seer "shall be called 
after me [Joseph]; and it shall be after the name of 
his father. And he shall be like unto me" (2 Ne. 
3:15). For Latter-day Saints, this seer is Joseph 
Smith. Moreover, the Book of Mormon is an in
strument for bringing about the restoration of gos
pel covenants and Israel's gathering. About 600 
B.c. the Lord spoke to NEPHI1 concerning both the 
Gentiles and Nephi's posterity: "I will manifest 
myself unto thy seed, that they shall write many 
things which I shall minister unto them, which 
shall be plain and precious; . . . behold, these 
things shall be hid up, to come forth unto the Gen
tiles, by the gift and power of the Lamb. And in 
them shall be written my gospel, saith the Lamb" 
(1 Ne. 13:35-36). On the title page of the Book of 
Mormon, one finds these words written about A.D. 

400 stating the purpose of the work: "Which is to 
show unto the remnant of the House of Israel what 
great things the Lord hath done for their fathers; 
and that they may know the covenants of the Lord, 
that they are not cast off forever" (see BOOK OF 

MORMON: TITLE PAGE). 
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The gathering of Israel could not proceed 
until the restoration of the keys or authorization for 
this effort. On April 3, 1836 (Passover time), both 
Moses and Elijah appeared to Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple, Elijah 
restoring the sealing powers for turning the hearts 
of the children to the promises made to their an
cestors (cf. Mal. 4:5-6; D&C 2:1-3; JS- H 1:38-
39) and Moses the keys for gathering Israel (D&C 
110:11, 13-16; cf. TP]S , pp. 337-38; PW]S, pp. 
186-87). 

LAND OF ISRAEL. While the phrase "land of Is
rael" is used relatively infrequently in the earlier 
parts of the Old Testament and is likely the work of 
a later hand (e.g. , 1 Sam. 13:19; 2 Kgs. 5:2), the 
concept of a definable land given to Israel as an 
inheritance is at least as old as Abraham (e.g. , Gen. 
12:7; Ahr. 2:6; see also PROMISED LAND). Further
more, it is clear that continued obedience was re
quired for retaining possession of it. For the Lord 
promised Abraham-witl1 a cauliou- thal !tis tlt:
scendants would receive a "land which I will give 
unto thy seed after thee for an everlasting posses
sion, when they hearken to my voice" (Abr. 2:6; cf. 
also Lev. 18:25- 28; Jer. 16:12-13). 

The concept of multiple lands of inheritance is 
taught in the Book of Mormon. This plurali ty of 
territories is joined to the notion of inheritance, as 
expressed by Isaiah. In most cases, the Book of 
Mormon writer cites Isaiah about the gathering of 
Israel to its lands. For instance, Jacob predicted 
that the house of Israel "shall be gathered home to 
the lands of their inheritance, and shall be estab
lished in all their lands of promise" (2 Ne. 9:2, after 
quoting Isa. 49:24-52:2; cf. 2 Ne. 6:11; 10:7-8). 
Significantly, in each instance a spiritual transfor
mation of Israel is to accompany the gathering to 
lands: "And they shall be brought out of obscurity 
and out of darkness; and they shall know that the 
Lord is their Savior and their Redeemer, the 
Mighty One of Israel" (1 Ne. 22:12). Again, God 
"has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of his 
holy prophets, even from the beginning [and will 
continue] ... until the time comes that they shall 
be restored to the true church and fold of God" 
(2 Ne. 9:2; cf. 30:2; 3 Ne. 16:4; 20:13, 31). 

The resurrected Jesus stated that there are at 
least two lands to which descendants of the house 
of Israel are to be gathered. To hearers of the line
age of Joseph in the Western Hemisphere, he de
clared that "the Father hath commanded me that I 



708 ~ !$RAEL: SCATIERING OF ISRAEL 

should give unto you this land, for your inheri
tance" (3 Ne. 20:14; cf. 20:22; Ether 13:6-10). 
Concerning the Jews, the risen Jesus said, " I will 
remember the covenant which I have made with 
my people ... [that] I would give unto them again 
the land of their fathers for their inheritance, 
which is the land of Je rusalem, which is the prom
ised land unto them forever, saith the Father" 
(3 Ne. 20:29; cf. Ether 13:5, 11). Latter-day scrip
ture indicates that the ten tribes will come first to 
the Americas, where they will "be crowned with 
glory, even in Zion" (D&C 133:26-34) and then 
will inherit the land of their ancestors (3 Ne. 20-
21). 

STATE OF ISRAEL. LDS leaders have viewed the 
creation of the modern state oflsrael in the Middle 
East as a consequential world event but not as the 
complete fulfillment of prophecy. After noting the 
glory of God's work yet to be done among all 
branches oflsrael and after discussing the redemp
tion promised to Judah, Bruce R. McConkie, an 
apostle, wrote of the present immigration of a few 
million Jewish people to the Holy Land, "Is this 
the latter-day gathering of which the scriptures 
speak? Nol It is not. ... [It] is nonetheless part of 
divine plan" of a more complete gathering yet to 
occur (p. 229). 
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S. KENT BROWN 

SCATIERING OF ISRAEL 
The scattering of Israel, as foretold throughout the 
Bible and the Book of Mormon, is evidence of ful
filled prophecy. On the one hand, Abraham re
ceived promises that his children would possess a 
dwelling place as long as they remained faithful to 
God's commands (Ahr. 2:6); on the other, prophets 
from Moses on warned that spiritual rebellion 
would lead to their removal from the promised 
land (Lev. 18:26-28; 26:21-33). During the di
vided monarchy, Israelite prophets pled for a re-

turn to neglected covenants to assure the Lord's 
promised protection (e.g., Hosea 6:1-3; Amos 5:4-
9; Isa. 49; 50:1-3; 51-52; Jer. 3:12- 19; 18:11). 
After they rejected prophetic warnings, both Israel 
and Judah were scattered. 

The scattering occurred in three primary 
phases: (1) the Assyrian captivity of the northern 
kingdom of ten of the tribes oflsrael (c. 722 B.c.); 
(2) the Babylonian captivity of the kingdom of 
Judah (c. 587 B.C.); and (3) the destruction of the 
J udean state and second temple by Rome (A. D. 66-
70). While other cases of scattering occurred, these 
phases accomplished the Lord's purposes of pun
ishing his covenant people by scattering them; but 
he mercifully made preparation for gathering their 
descendants in the latter years when they "come to 
the knowledge of their Redeemer" (2 Ne. 6:8- 14). 

Numerous references to Israel's scattering 
appear in scripture. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
NEPHI1, and others wrote much concerning it (e.g., 
Isa. 50-53; Je r. 3; 18; Ezek. 6:8-10; 11-12; 36; 2 
Ne. 10). Perhaps the most notable of these is the 
prophecy of ZENOS given "unto the house oflsrael" 
and cited in the Book of Mormon by JACOB, son of 
LEW Gacob 5). In language similar to Isaiah 5:1-7 
and echoed in Romans 11:17- 24, Zenos compared 
the history of the house of Israel to an olive tree 
planted in a vineyard, likening it to a "tame olive 
tree" that begins to decay. GENTILES, represented 
in Zenos' allegory as branches from a wild olive 
tree, were grafted onto the tame tree to preserve 
its natural fruit. Servants assisted the lord of the 
vineyard in providing the best conditions for 
growth-digging, pruning, fertilizing, and finally 
transplanting, grafting, and pruning. Meanwhile, 
they planted branches of the mother tree in re
mote parts of the orchard. In three "visits" to the 
vineyard Gacob 5:4, 16, 30), the lord and his ser
vants labored to produce desirable olives that 
could be stored for "the season, which speedily 
cometh" (5:76). Finally, the desired fruit ap
peared, which greatly pleased the lord of the vine
yard (5:38-75). 

Joseph Fielding SMITH, a modern APOSTLE, 
summed up this allegory thus: " It records the his
tory oflsrael clown through the ages, the scattering 
of the tribes to all parts of the earth; ... or in other 
words the mixing of the blood of Israel among the 
Gentiles by which the great blessings and promises 
of the Lord to Abraham are fullilled" (Answers to 
Gospel Questions, Salt Lake City, 1963, Vol. 4, pp. 
141-42). 



Book of Mormon prophets and the resur
rected Savior also spoke of the scattering. Reflect
ing on his people's situation in a new land, Nephi1 

noted that they were part of scattered Israel that 
would one day be gathered (1 Ne. 22:3- 5, 7- 12). 
Jacob observed, "We have been driven out of the 
land of our inheritance; but we have been led to a 
better land" (2 Ne. 10:20-22). The resurrected 
Jesus told hearers in the Americas that though the 
prophesied scattering was not yet complete, the 
promised gathering was certainly forthcoming (3 
Ne. 20:11-18, 29- 46; 21:1-9, 26-29). 

The scattering of Israel interests Latter-day 
Saints because of the promise of the latter-day 
gathering, which began in 1829 when the Lord re
stored the PRIESTHOOD through the Prophet Jo
seph Smith. Then, on April 3, 1836, Moses ap
peared and gave the keys, or authorization, of 
gathering to Joseph Smith and Oliver COWDERY in 
the Kirtland Temple. Today, commissioned by 
those with priesthood authority, missionaiies 
gather latter-day Israel back to the covenant, to 
acceptance of their Redeemer, teaching them in 
the nations to which their ancestors were Jong ago 
dispersed. 
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DOUGLAS A. STEWART 

LOST TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
Events leading to the separation of the ten tribes of 
Israel- later known as the ten lost tribes-are 
linked to the division of the Israelite monarchy 
(c. 930 B.c.). Following their upstart king, Jero
boam, the northern kingdom of Israel apostatized 
from COVENANTS they had made with the Lord (1 
Kgs. 12:26-30). ISAIAH warned that the Assyrian 
army would become "the rod of [God's) anger" 
(Isa. 10:5); the PROPHECY was fulfilled when the 
Assyrians took most of the people in the northern 
tribes into captivity (2 Kgs. 17:23). For LATTER
DAY SAINTS, tJ1e lost tribes are Israelites other than 
either the Jewish people or the LAMANITES of the 
Book of Mormon (2 Ne. 29:13). LDS sources pro
vide some information about their situation and 
announce tJ1at descendants of tJ1ese lost tribes will 
be vitally involved in events of the LAST DAYS. 
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The Lord revealed tJ1rough Old Testament 
PROPHETS that the ten tribes would return and 
receive promised blessings. Isaiah prophesied 
"that the Lord shall set his hand again . .. to re
cover the remnant of his people" (Isa. 11:11). 
JEREMIAH declared that "remnants" would come 
from "the land of the north" (Jer. 3:18; 16:14- 15; 
cf. 23:7-8; 31:8) and that the Lord would "make a 
new covenant" with them (Jer. 31:31). 

Book of Mormon prophets affirmed that the 
Lord had not forgotten the ten tribes, and that 
they are keeping records that will yet be revealed 
(2 Ne. 29:12- 14). When the resurrected Jesus 
Christ appeared in the Americas, he spoke of being 
commanded of tJ1e Father to minister unto the lost 
tribes, "for they are not lost unto the FatJ1e r" (3 
Ne. 17:4). Jesus also promised that the Lord's re
demptive work in the last days would include "the 
b·ibes which have been lost" (3 Ne. 21:26). 

For the lost tribes to receive their promised 
blessings in the last days, priesthood KEYS or au
thorization had to be restored. On April 3, 1836, 
MOSES appeared to the Prophet Joseph SMITH and 
Oliver COWDERY in the KIRTLA~O TEMPLE and 
committed to them the "keys of the gathering of 
Israel .. . and the leading of the ten tribes from the 
land of the north" (D&C 110:11). These keys still 
rest with the PRESIDENT OF THE CHURCH. In time, 
the ten tribes are to be "crowned with glory ... by 
the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the 
children of Ephraim" (D&C 133:26- 34). Elder 
James E. Talmage also affirmed that "the tribes 
shall come; they are not lost unto the Lord; they 
shall be brought fortJ1 as hath been predicted" (CR 
[Oct. 1916]:76). Plainly, according to scripture and 
teachings of LDS leaders, descendants of the lost 
tribes-wherever they may be-have continued 
to receive divine attention and will receive future 
blessings. 
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DAVlD L. BOLLIGER 

GATHERING OF ISRAEL 
Latter-day Saints "believe in the literal gathering 
of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; 
[and] that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built 
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upon the American continent" (A of F 10). In the 
LDS perspective, gathering Israel in the latter 
days consists of the following: (1) the spiritual gath
ering, which includes coming to know that Jesus is 
the Christ and joining The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints; (2) the assembling of Church 
members to organized STAKES; and (3) the gather
ing of the descendants of Jacob's twelve sons
including the lost ten tribes (D&C 110:11)-to the 
lands of their inheritance. These gatherings are 
necessary because of ancient apostasies that re
sulted in the dispersion of Israel into all nations 
(Deut. 4:27; 28:64; Jer. 16:13; Hosea 9:17). 

Israelite PROPHETS, foreseeing Israel's scat
tering, also foretold her gathering in the LAST 
DAYS (1 Kgs. 22:17; Jer. 31:7-12; 32:37- 40; Ezek. 
36:24; etc.). According to ISAIAH, Israel will come 
to know that the Lord is Savior, be gathered again, 
direct her own affairs, and rebuild JERUSALEM (Isa. 
52:1- 2; D&C 113:7-10). Anciently, the Lord 
brought Israel out of Egypt, and Isaiah prophesied 
a future recovery of Israel from many lands (Isa. 
11:11-13; cf. 2 Ne. 6:14; TP]S , pp. 14-15; Benson, 
1977, pp. 137- 38). 

The spiritual gathering of Israel through 
CONVERSION to the restored GOSPEL OF JESUS 
CHRIST is to be accomplished by the elders of the 
Church (D&C 133:8) who are set apart and sent 
out as "fishers" and "hunters" to "hunt them from 
every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks" (Jer. 16:16) and to call them to 
ZION and her stakes (D&C 133:4- 9; Isa. 54). 

The Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Cove
nants are seen as tools "to gather out mine elect" 
from all the earth (Moses 7:62; Benson, Ensign 16 
[Nov. 1986):78-80). The risen Jesus declared "that 
when the words of Isaiah should be fulfilled . . . 
then is the fulfilling of the covenant" that the Fa
ther made to gather Israel (3 Ne. 20:11-13). Fur
ther, he proclaimed that the Book of Mormon 
would come forth as a sign that scattered Israel was 
about to be gathered (3 Ne. 20-21). NEPHI1 
quoted Isaiah 48 and 49, which he regarded as a 
herald oflsrael's future gathering and glory (1 Ne. 
20-22). 

The p1iesthood KEYS, or authorization, to 
gather Israel were restored to the Prophet Joseph 
SMITH and Oliver COWDERY on April 3, 1836, in 
the KIRTLAND TEMPLE. "Moses appeared before 
us, and committed unto us the keys of the gather
ing of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and 
the leading of the ten tribes from the land of tl1e 

north" (D&C 110:11). This authority is now held 
by the PRESIDENT OF THE CHURCH. That portion 
of Israel known as the Ten Tribes will yet be led 
from the north. Their gathering will be accom
plished in part as they are converted to the Lord, 
receive the blessings of the gospel, and return to 
"the land of their ancient inheritance" (McConkie, 
1982, pp. 321, 324- 26). 

Both the spiritual and the literal characteris
tics of gathering were emphasized by the Lord in 
the following interpretation of the PARABLE of the 
wheat and tares: "I must gather together my peo
ple, according to the parable of the wheat and the 
tares, that the wheat may be secured in the garners 
to possess eternal life, and be crowned with celes
tial glory" (D&C 101:65; also 86:7-10). Joseph 
Smith declared that in all ages tl1e divine purpose 
of gathe1ing is to build TEMPLES so that the Lord's 
children can receive the highest ORDINANCES and 
thereby gain ETERNAL LIFE (TPJS , pp. 307-308, 
314). 

The gathering of Israel continues in the post
earthly SPIRIT WORLD where Christ "organized his 
forces and appointed messengers ... and commis
sioned tl1em to go forth and carry the light of the 
gospel to them that were in darkness, even to all 
the spirits of men" so that they too may be gath
ered (D&C 138:30, 34; cf. 1 Pet. 3:18-19). In the 
implementation of this gathering, ordinances such 
as BAPTISM and CONFIRMATION are performed in 
latter-day temples by Church members on behau· 
of the dead (cf. 1 Cor. 15:29). 

The physical gathering of Israel is a concomi
tant of the spiritual gathering. The Lord's servants 
are to unite and "come forth to Zion, or to her 
stakes, the places of thine appointment" (D&C 
109:39). In 1830 the Lord commanded the Saints 
to gather into "one place" (D&C 29:8), the first 
place being in OHIO. In July of 1831 he revealed 
that "the land of Missouri" was "appointed and 
consecrated for the gathering of the saints" and 
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, was established as the 
"center place" (D&C 57:1- 3). In 1838, after the 
Church had expanded , the Lord spoke of "gather
ing together upon the land of Zion, and upon her 
stakes" (D&C 115:6; cf. Isa. 54:2-3; D&C 101:21-
22). 

MISSIONARIES were sent out after the Church 
was organized (1830) to gather both spiritual and 
bloodline Israel. In the spirit of gathering, many 
converts immigrated from the eastern states, Can
ada, Britain, and Western Europe, first to Ohio, 



then Missouri, Illinois, and eventually the Great 
Basin. Between 1840 and 1890, more than eighty 
thousand converts came from continental Europe 
and fifty-five thousand from Great Britain (P. A. 
M. Taylor, Expectations Westward [Edinburgh, 
1965), p. 144). 

At the turn of the century and thereafter, con
verts were no longer asked to immigrate to Amer
ica and the West. As Spencer W. KIMBALL reem
phasized, converts were to remain in their own 
lands, where stakes of Zion would be established 
and temples built, allowing members all the privi
leges of the gospel in their native countries. He 
urged the Saints to establish "multiple Zions" and 
to gather together in their own "culture and na
tion" (Kimball, pp. 438-40; cf. Palmer, pp. 33-
42). 

The gathering of Israel includes the 
LAMANITES. To their ancestors in the Americas, 
the resurrected Jesus promised: "This people will I 
establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the cov
enant which I made with your father Jacob" (3 Ne. 
20:22, 25; 21:1- 7). 

The gathering of Jews to the state oflsrael will 
continue. Joseph Smith's associates and successors 
predicted that their initial gathering would be in 
unbelief (JD 4:232; 11:245; 18:64- 66; cf. 16:352; 
18:225). Elder Bruce R. McConkie calls this a 
"gathering of the unconverted to Palestine . . . a 
political gathering" (1982, pp. 229-30). This "pre
liminary gathering" is to precede Christ's coming 
to the Jews on the Mount of Olives, when he will 
personally manifest himself to them (2 Ne. 6:14; cf. 
Zech. 13:6; D&C 45:48-53; JS-M 1:37). 

The land of Canaan was promised to ABRA

HAM and his posterity on condition of their 
LUC HTEOUSNESS (Abr. 2:6), a promise later reiter
ated to Isaac and Jacob (Gen. 12:7; 26:3; 35:12). Of 
the descendants of Jacob, the Jews have main
tained their identity tJ1roughout the ages. As de
scendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the peo
ple of Judah are to return to their ancestral lands 
(D&C 109:64). At the dedication of the Kfrtland 
Te mple, Joseph Smith pied with the Lord iliat " tJ1e 
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children of Judah may begin to return to the lands 
which thou didst give to Abraham, their father" 
(D&C 109:62-64). Orson HYDE, an early apostle, 
was called and ordained by Joseph Smith to dedi
cate Palestine for the return of the Jews. On Octo
ber 24, 1841, Hyde climbed the Mount of Olives, 
prayed to "dedicate and consecrate this land ... 
for the gathering together of Judah's scattered 
remnants," and erected a mound of stones to com
memorate the event (HG 4:456- 59). 

The Book of Mormon states that the Jews 
"shall be gathered in from their long dispersion, 
from the isles of the sea, and from tJ1e four parts of 
the earth" (2 Ne. 10:8; cf. 25:15-17). Moreover, 
MORMON, editor and compiler of the Book of Mor
mon , declared that "ye need not any longer hiss, 
nor spurn, nor make game of the Jews, nor any of 
the remnant of the house of Israel; for behold, the 
Lord remembereth his covenant unto them, and 
he will do unto them according to that which he 
bath sworn" (3 Ne. 29:8). 

[See also Zionism.] 
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