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The Law of Apostate Cities

Deuteronomy 13:12–18 Ammonihah (Alma 9–16)

certain men gone out from among you Nehorites

withdrawn the inhabitants of their city withdrew from Nephites

serve other gods turned from God

children of Belial Satan had great hold

inquire and search diligently Alma visits personally

smite all inhabitants with the sword everyone killed

destroy utterly everything destroyed

a heap forever bodies heaped up

abomination desolation of Nehors
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Alma 9–16

In Deuteronomy 13:12–18 the Lord commands the Israelites to
destroy the truly apostate cities in the land. They were to decide
whether a city was wicked according to certain conditions set forth
in the Law. As this chart illustrates, these conditions are similar to
the conditions of Ammonihah before the Lamanites destroyed it.
After this city was annihilated, it remained uninhabited for many
years but was eventually built up again. The law of Moses deemed
that the ruins of a wicked city should never be built up; but this
prohibition apparently could be revoked or could expire after a
period of time, as evidenced in the Old Testament by the author-
ized rebuilding of several cities. Ammonihah similarly remained
uninhabited for just over seven years, a ritual cleansing period, and
was then built up again. This and other evidences support the
assertions that Alma, as bearer of the brass plates, knew that
Ammonihah was an apostate city according to the law of Moses,
and that Alma reported the destruction of that city in such a way
as to show that all the legal requirements and procedures regarding
the destruction of an apostate city had been satisfied.

John W. Welch, “The Destruction of Ammonihah and the Law of
Apostate Cities,” in Reexploring the Book of Mormon, ed. John W.
Welch (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book and FARMS, 1992), 176–79.
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