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v UVENILE INSITRUCTOR.

A SACRED HISTORY.

External Evidences of the Truth of the Book of
: Mormon.

BY THOMAS A. SHREEVE.

Chapter XIV. (Continued.)

LAVIGERO S account is characteristically elear und com-
prehensible. It may be snmmed up as follows—

Among the Mexicaps and other nations of Anahnac,
Quetzaleoat! was accounted God of the an.  He is said to
huve been sometime high-priest of Tolla  He is described as
haviug been white—a large, broad-browed, great-eyed man,
with long black hair and thick beard. His life was rigidly
temperate and exemplary, and his industry was directed by
the profoundest wisdom, e amassed great treasure, und his
was the invention of gem-cutting and metal-castimg. Al
things prospered io his time.  tne ear of corn was a mun’s
load; and the gonrds, or pumpkins of the day were as tall as
one's body. No one dyed cotton then, for it grew of all colors;
and all other things in like manner were perfect and abundant.
The very birds in the trees sang such svnes as have never
sinee been heard, and flashed such marveluns beauties in the
sun as no plumage of later times could rival (Juetzalcoatl
had his laws proclaimed from the top of the hill Tzatzitepec
[mountain of outery] near Tulla, by a erler whose voice was
audible for three humdred wmites.

Bancroft says:

Why did this a'unlJiglletza]r~oallE come from the east, depart
tuwar{f the east. and why should he he expected from the
vast? The Toltees have, according to almost nnammons state-
ents, come from the north, and even (Quetzaleoat} commenees
his rule io the porth, 1n Tulla, and proceeds gradnally on his
jonrney from the north to the south-eust, just like the Toltecs,
who traveled southward from Tulla. [t is plaio thathe departs
for the east because this is his home, from which be eame and
will return,

Referring to the sawe expectation of the people to greet the
return of Quetzaleoat! from the east, I quote from Norman's
“Rambles in Yoratan:”

As evidence of the presence of a Hindoo popmkation in the
sonthern, as well as the western parts of North America, we
Lring the Mexican traditions respecting svme great yeligions
teacher who onee cane among them.  'I'hese say, that a won-
derful personage. whom they name Quetzaleoat], appeared
ampnzthen, who was 1 white and bearded man.  This person
as=tumed the dignity oF acting as a priest and legislitor, and
became the chiel of a veligious sect, which, like the Songasis,
and the Budidbists of Hindostan, inflicted on thepsclves the
most cvied penances. e introduced the enstom of piercing
the hips and ears, wnd laceratiog the vest of the body, with the
prickles of the agave and leaves. the thorns of the vactus, and
of puttine peeds juto the wound<, in order that the hlood
mizht he seen o trickle more eopinisly. In all this, says
Lhnnbolle. we seem to behold one of thore Rishi hennits of
the tanges, whose plous ansterity is celebiated in the books
of the Thindoes

Lo speeting this white and beawled man, much is said in
thedr tradition, vevorderd o their books of <kin. and aone
uther things. that after o lone stay with them be suddenly Teft
them, promising to return acain in o short thee, to zovern
Hiens and renew thelr bappines~. Fhis person resewbles, very

stromedy e Bis promise tovetimm again the behasiorof Lyear-
et~ the Spartan oweiver, who on his departare from  Lace-
whwon bonne all the citizens wnder an oath, hoth for themn
selves i posterity. that they wonld neither violate nor aliol-
i=h his Bows gl Bie vetwen s soon alter, in the asle of Crete,
b poat himeselt” o deatli so that his veturen beeame impossible

Lswas e posterity ol chis man whom the anhappy Monte-

g Umnedie be veeownized in the solliers of Cortez, the
Spaish comgueror of Mexieo. "We know. ' said the L||||u|pry
motareh. o his ficst interview with the Spanish weneral, “ly

our hooks, that myself and those who inhabit this conntry,
are nut patives, butstrangers who came from a great distance.
We kuow, also, that the chief who led our ancestors hither
returned, for a certain time. to his primitive country, and
thence came back toseek those who were here established, who
after a while returned again, alone. We always be]ie\*ed that
his descendants would one day come to take possession of this
count.l]':y. Since you arrive from that region where the sun
rises, 1 eannot doubt but that the king who sends you is our
natural waster.

Biart says that the most contradictory ideas have been cur-
rent in regard to this divinity, Quetzalevatl, who, now consid-
ered of’ celestial origin, and now rezarded az a man who had
acguired the jmmortality of the gods, seems in reality to be
& npion of several personages. It is an contestible tact that
Quetzalcontl created a new religion, hased on fasting, peni
tence and virtue. He certainly belonged to a race other than
the one he civilized: but what was his country? He died
announcing that be would return at the head of white-faced
men; and we have seen that the Indians helieved his prophecy
fulfilled when the Spaniavds landed on their shores.

It is clear to any reasonable mind that we wust expect to
find these traditions of our Savior's presence in this land
sadly mixed up with other things. Many of His attributes are
divided among several of their gods, who also share pagan
qualities which never belonged to onr Savior,

An evidence that the sacrament was knowu to the people who
inhabited Nurth Ameriea is givea in Bancroft, as follows:

The third festival of Iuitzilopochtli takes place during the
winter solstice. a period which plays a great role in all wor-
ships and myths. The best known festival of this kind is the
one held on the 2ith of December throughout the Roman
Euwpire. tu celebrate the birth of Mithras, the invincible sun.
The Chippewasin North America call Decemberthewonth ofrhe
small spirit, and January, that of the great gpivit. The Mexican
festi\'ull of this month represented the eharacter ot the enter-
ing season, aml the new state of nature, The cold sets . the
mountaing arve covered with snow, the ground dries up, the
plants search in vain fov their nourishwent, many trees lose
their foliuge—in a word, nature seems dead.  And so it hap-
pened with their god.  The priests prepured his imave of var-
1ous seeds kneaded with the blood of saerificed ehildren.
Numerons religious punifyings aud penances, washings with
water, blond-lettings, fusts, processions, burning of incense, sie-
rifices of ruails and human beings, inangurated the tfestival.
One ot Qnetzaleoat!’s privsts then shot an arruw at thisimuwe
of Unitzilopuehtli, which penetrated the god who was now
considered as dead.  1lis heart was cut out, as with human
vietims. and vaten by the king, the vepresentative of the god
ou carth. The body, however, was divided among the var-
fous quarters of the eity, so that every man reecived a picce.
This was culled Teagualo, “the god who is caten.”
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As regards the custow of cuting the god, this also ocenrs at
another feast which is eelebrated durive this season, 1 honor
ol' the rols of the mountains and the witer.  Small wlols of
seeds amd dough were then prepared, their breasts were
opeuned like those off human vietims, the heart wits cut ot
and the body distributed Tor eatine. The tine at which his
orcurs, shows that it stands in necessary connection with the
death uf the god. When the cod dics it must be us o saerd
fice in the fashion of his veligion, and when the anthropomor
phized god dies, it ix a homan saerifice sl all the necessary
uspges pertainiige theveto: he ix kitled by the prieses, the heart
i= torn ont. aml his hivdy caten at the sacrifice weal just as
was (lome witlh every hionan sacrifice.  Condd i b oreant
that the god, in being vaten. i impmted to. or ineorpurated
witl. the persow eating him?  This is, oo donht, so, thoneh
not in the absteact, metaplivsical, Christian or morl sensce.
but only with regant to lliis natire-sense (sefner Niturseite
which ix the real essence of the god. I gives Lis body, i
sced, tu be vaten by his people, just as pature, dying at the
approach of winter, at this very period, has stored up an
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almndance of its gifts for the sustenance of man. It gives man
its fife-fruit, or its frurt of life as a host or holy wafer. As a
rale, the god during the time of sacrifice, regales with the
offering those bringing saerifices; and the eating of the flesh
of the slave, who so often represents the god to whom he is
sacriiced, i3 the same us eating the pod. We bave heard of
the custom anong seme nations of eating the ashes of their
forefathers, to whom they give divine honors, in order to
become possessed of their virtues, The Arkansas nation.
west of the Mississippi, which worshipped the dug, used to
eat dou-flesh at ome of its feasts,  Many other peoples sol-
emnly stanghter animals, consnme their flesh, and moreover
pay divine honors to the rewains of these animals. Here the
eating of the cod, in seeds, is wade ciear.  This custuw also
existed among the Greeks and the division of the year-god by
the ancients, i wyth and religions system, has for the rest, no
other sense than has this distributivn of the body of [Tuitzilo-
rcn:hfll. This is done with the sun-hull at the festival of the

’ersian Mithras, as at the feast amd in the myth of Dionysos-
Zagreus, of Ogsiris and Attys.

(Zb be Continued.)

R
A LEADER, NOT AN ORATOR.

lT is a popular opinion that oratory is essential to leadershiy
in u deliberative assembly.  Faets, however. do not suppor
this judgment, though it has the endorsement of such av emi-
nent authority as Lord Macaulay.

Writing about Parliamentary government, which he defines
as “‘government by speaking,” Lovd Macauvlay asserts in one
ol his brilliant essays that “'iv such a government the power
ot speaking is the most highly prized of all the qualities which
a politician can possess,”’

He frankly admits that oratory may exist in the highest
degree without skill in governing, or even knowledge of legis-
lation. Nevertheless, he deelares that, in a deliberative assem-
bly, the ingenions orator will ahnost always exereise much
greater influence than the member who, though he may be
skiflful in reading the sigus of the times, learned in the princi-
ples of legislation, and litted to meer a pressing emergeney, is
not gifted with those qualities of speech which charm an
assembly of wen,

But Earl Buossell, whose lung expericuce in the House of
(‘ommons, botl as a private member and as a leader, qualifies
bim to express a judicial opinion, =ays that “'iu these vewarks
Macaulay is greatly wmistaken.  Lord Castlereagh,’’ con-
tinues the earl, “‘was a very tiresowe, involved and obseure
speaker; Lond Althorp was without any powers of oratory: yet
I never kuew two men who had move infloence 1 the House
of Commons than Lord Castlereagh anl Lord Althorp,"

The reasons which eansed the Honse to follow the lead of
these two men, so “slow of speech,”” were its convietion of
their sineerity and integrity, and its confidence in their wisdom,
and iu their possession of that common sense, which is a trust-
worthy gnide at nomoment of difficulty.

Such qualitics as these are mure inflneutial in obraining the
support of a «delilicrative assembly than the most brilliant
Hights of eloguence, the happiest nsteations, and the keenest
wit,

Lord Albthorps, referved to by Furl Russcll, Ted the House ol
Commuons from 1550 to 1551, during the <toruy debutes on the
Reform Bill. He entered Parlionent with diffidenes, awl witl
great reluctane: accepted the leadership ol the Whig niem-
bers.  For hiz humility compelled him to make aomodest, and,
s his Driends thonght, even a low estimate ol hisown abilities.
e was destitute ol cloquenee, and had buot littde skill as
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debater.  He was neither witty nor brilliant.  His voice was
unwelodions, and his munver ungracetul.  1le poszessed not
one showy accomplishment, nor was he covered with the thin-
nest vencering of plausibility.

And yet this plain wan, wanting in all that captivates the
imagination of a popular assembly. who could neither amuse
the vulzar nor delight the scholarly, and was barely able to
speak plain sense in still pliner langunge, “‘esercised in the
House of Cominuns’ —we quote from a contemporary and a
eritic not noted fur geniality—""uu influence, aud even a dom-
inion, greater than any leader either af'ter or before hin.™

The sources of Lonl Althorp’s influence were in his charac-
ter. Npotless integrity and plain good sense, fearless frank
ness and winning simplicity, devotion to duty, and gowd-
nature, these won the enthusiastic devotion of friends, und
disarmed politieal antagonists of all personal animosity.

The Ilouse confiled in the integrity and sound judgment of
the leader, but they regarded Loyd Althorp himself with sen-
timents that, passing beyond universal esteem, were akin to
personal affection.

A striking illustration of Althorp’s influence over the House
and of the confidence of the members in their leader vecurred
during the heated debates un the third Reforw Bill.

Jolin Wilson Croker made a most able and arguwentative
speeeh against the bill, Tt told upon the wewbers, many of
whom, thongh friendly to the measure, werve distuvbed by M.
Croker's firures, showing that the bill would enfranchise thou-
sands of the lower clusses.  [le woved an amendment, seri-
ously crippling the bill, and sat down.

Lord Althorp rose immediately, and werely observed—we
quote the report of the day—that he had made some ecaleula-
tions which he considered us entively conclusive in refutation
of the right honorable gentlewan’s arguments; but, unfortun-
ately, he had miskaid them, so that he could only say that if
the TTouse would be guided by his advice, they would reject
the amendment—which they did accordingly.

There was no standing against sueh intluence as this.  The
man in whow the first deliberative assewmbly of the sworld
reposed such confidence as to aceept his bare word as o suffi-
cient unswer to an able argwment which bad disturbed them,
could do anything he pleased with that House.  As long as he
waintained his iutegrity and sound judewent, and, above all,
his goud temper, e would command the admiration of liis
opponents and the fullowing of his frieuds,

We commend these elements o1 influence to the study ol
young men.  Honesty, calw, unpretending good sense, exeel
lent temper, sound judgaent. a coneiliatory adidvess, and gen
tleman-like feelings, are more powerlul in governing men than
polished sentences. witty epigrams, or the loftiest lichts of
eluquence.

Oratory is a power: hut the jndginent which lovesces, and the
administrative faculty that exceutes, is u greater power. The
Lrrlbianey of the lightiung astonishes, but it is in the stewly
suaulight that men prefer to read.

What a wan =, and not what he says, whether his convie-
tions tuke hold of him, or whether he lays hold ol his convie-
tions, how he i= governed withine by selt o daty, inteleet ur
conscienee, these heing determined, decide if the an shall
Bie the trusted leader, or the admired advoeiare of Tis parey,

e that eunnot Torgive others breaks the bridge over which
Ie st pass himsell, For every ouce has veed to be forgiven.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 





