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not been diminished, and those who
have suffered the most for their reli-
gion are the ones who have the great-
est confidence in the final glorious
issue of the work: and the historian
of the future will yet tell the same
story of the present, which has been
told of the past—-viz., that the perse-
cution of the Saints has cemented
their faith, and made them stronger
than ever.

The promise has been made to the
followers of the Lord Jesus in this
our day, that after they have been
tested and tried, if they will be faith-
ful, they shall overcome. And to
those who fight against Zion the Lord
has said: ““Wo unto all those that
discomfort my people, and drive, and
murder, and testify against them,
saith the Lord of hosts: a generation
of vipers shall not escape the damna-
tion of hell. Behold mine eyes see
and know all their works, and | have
in reserve a swift judgment in the
season thereof, for them all” (Doc. &
Cov., sec. 121, par. 23, 24).

And again He says to those who
inhabit the continent of America:
““That whoso should possess ibis land
of promise, from that time henceforth

GOD’S
JACOB

My dear young brethren and sisters,—
If you notice carefully the second
book of Nephi, you will find that a
large portion of it consists of the
teachings of his younger brother
Jacob. Jacob was born in the days
of trouble and hardship as the family
journeyed through the wilderness of
Arabia; and he was a sharer in the
afflictions brought about, not only by
the perils of the journey, but hy the
obstinate and rebellious disposition of
Lehi’s elder sons. A great portion of
Lehi’s dying testimony was addressed
to Jacob and Joseph (see Nephi, book
2, chap. 3, 4); and we find them ever
after faithfully laboring in the inter-
ests of their brethren. In their youth
they were ordained by Nephi to offices
in the priesthood; and Jacob, while
very young, obtained the glorious
privilege of beholding the Redeemer.
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and forever, should serve him, the
true and only God, or they should he
swept off when the fullness of His
wrath should come upon them, for
behold, this is a land which is choice
above all other lands; wherefore he
that doth possess it shall serve God,
or shall be swept off; for it isthe
everlasting decree of God. And it is
not until the fulness of iniquity
among the children of the land, that
they are swept off” (Ether ii, 8—10).
Our heavenly Father ba3 made
these announcements to those who
persecute His Saints, and to those
who possess the land of America. The
heavens and the earth may pass away,
but the word of the Lord shall not
fail. God has decreed that His work
shall triumph. He is with His peo-
ple, and their ultimate victory is as
certain as the existence of the earth
on which we dwell.
41 When dark clouds of trouble bang o’er us,
And threaten our peace to destroy,
"There is hope smiling brightly before us,
And we know that deliv’rance is nigh;
We doubt not the Lord, nor His goodness—
We've proved Him in days that are past;
‘The wicked, who fight against Zion,
Will surely be smitten at last.”

GREAT MEN.

BENJAMIN.

He had reached the age of about fifty
years when Nephi died, leaving the
small plates in Jacob’s care, with in-
structions to engrave upon them the
most precious things, such as pro-
phecies, remarkable dreams, visions,
etc. In chapters 2-4 of his book we
have a specimen of his teachings; and
discover that the people had a ten-
dency to run after evil; to indulge in
vice, and to justify themselves for so
doing because others had done wick-
edly. Jacob rebuked them; exhorted
them to be pure; told them they were
becoming worse than the Lamanites,
and that unless they repented, they
should be destroyed.

If you notice the leading papers of
this age, and the prayers offered in
churches, you will see there is much
flattery of princes and worship of
royalty; but men of God, sucn as



ri

Nat

Abra

Jac

]
erusal

T

_ieri —

Ki

Je

Unit

Ki

ILL

ti

ac



t
S
n t
h
Cortr
t
T i —
ar’ .
arli L ver . T
- 17 y
Bi £
ine —
: M oi |,
NNN\
a iai .
li ti
h
r -a -,
un
t i
I , jri
a
ti
ti s
ui

ILL

ri

to

Ri

ti

ri us
Wh t

ati n.





