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MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1888.

A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD.
_____ 0_____
CHAPTER V.

Oh, Truth divine, enlightened by thy ray,
I grope and guess no more, but see my way.

How is it that Mexican mythology reflects so distinctly so many incidents of
our Bible history—the Fall, through woman'’s transgression; the Flood; the
escape of a single family by imans of the ark; the building of the Tower,
and its destruction through the displeasure of the deity—whence came all
these ideas? Then again th» traditions respecting their God Quetzalcoatl,
reflecting many of the characteristics of Jesus, the Son of God; «hile the
doctrine of the Trinity, the Incarnation, the celebration of the Eucharist,
holding the cross as an object of veneration, the rite of baptism as celebrated
among them, and the notion of three states of existence in the future life—
conforming so admirably with Paul's doctrine of there being ““one glory of
the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars—.

so also is the resurrection of the dead”—Ileads one inevitably to the
conclusion that by some means or other the forefathers of the Mexicans must
have been acquainted with the leading principles of the Christian religion.

As by a shadow one may know that some substance is passing between the
light and where the shadow falls, so one may know by the traditions of the
aborigines of America, containing as they do so much that is analagous to
the leading incidents of Bible history, and the fundamental principles of the
Christian religion, that at some time, and in some manner, the ancient inha-
bitants of America had some positive knowledge respecting these great
truths.

So sure of this were some of the Catholic priests who accompanied Cortez
to Mexico, that they invented the theory that the Apostle St. Thomas made
his way to America and taught the Gospel to the people, and thus laid the
foundation for the traditions we treated of in our last chapter. Others again
maintained that the devil had counterfeited the principles of Christianity in
order to allure the people to their destruction. The latter proposition is so
improbable and absurd, that its considerai ion need not detain us; the former
IS SO uncertain—a mere conjecture with nothing to sustain it—that it is re-
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the contrary, it increased until it ended in a division of the colony; the
righteous portion, who believed in the revelations that God had given, fol-
lowing the prophet Nephi northward into the wilderness, and calling them-
selves Nephites. The others adhered to the elder brother Laman, and were
called Lamanites. This split in the colony led to the development of two
distinct peoples in the land of promise—America. One civilized, the other
barbarous. The former were the Nephites, who cultivated the soil, fostered
the arts, built temples and cities, and lived under regular systems of govern-
ment.

In the second century b.c. the Nephites, being hard pressed by their im-
placable enemies, the Lamanites, were commanded of the Lord to remove to
the northward, which they did, until they came to the northern borders of
South America, where they found a great people, known as the people of
Zarahemla. According to the traditions of this people—they .had kept no
records—their forefathers had been led out of Jerusalem by Mulek, one of
the sons of Zedekiah who had escaped the vengeance of Nebuchadnezzar,
and had been led to that portion of America where the Nephites had found
them.

The Nephites and the people of Zarahemla amalgamated—became one
people, and developed, in time, into a powerful nation; enjoyed a free and
noble government, and made no inconsiderable advancement in civilization.

The Lamanites, as before mentioned, were the descendants of Laman, the
eldest son of Lehi. They chose an indolent life, living on the wild game and
fruits which existed in the land in abundance. They neglected all industries
and arts, and soon sank into barbarism; all the while cherishing a settled
hatred against their more prosperous and happy brethren, allowing no oppor-
tunity to plunder them to pass unimproved. Assisted as they frequently
were in their attacks on the Nephite government by traitors and apostates
from the Nephites, they s*“veral times in the centuries preceding the coming
of the Son of God, threatened the destruction of the Nephite nation and
civilization. Happily, however, up to that time that disaster did not take
place.

The Lord was not unmindful of this people—this branch of the house of
Israel; but raised up prophets to teach them in the things of lieiven, holding
out to them the promise of a Redeemer, who should save them to the utter-
most on condition of their faith and obedience.

Moreover, when leaving Jerusa'em, the colony led out by Lehi took with
them a copy of the books of Moses and many of the writings of the prophets,
among them the prophecies of Isaiah and some of Jeremiah's, engraven on
brass plates—all of which were sacr dly preserved by tin Nephites—hence
the nnalogy between much of the Mexican mythology and incidents of Bible
history.

But notwithstanding the instructions they received, the warnings that
were given, the admonitions of the proph ts of God, and occasional chastise-
ment from the Lord, unrighteousness like a black pall settled over the people,
and wickedness prevailed. Wonderful signs were given in the heivens at
the birth of the Messiah, that they might know that the words of the pro-
phets, both those whom God had raised up among them from time to time,
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