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LITERATURE 

NEPIIITES. 

BY Cl. R. 

THI� ;\ephites ':·er(' �rnnsnally happy in ha\'ing, a� tl�e 
fountlers of t he11· nat 10n, men who '11'ere not only wise rn 

the ways of the Lonl, bnt also leanml in the knmYleuge of the 
world. :i\Iost races that haYe made a rnark in history, h:lYC 
hail to grope their ,rny fur centnries from darkne,s to light, 
from ignorance to knowleLlg('. Little Ly little snch rares haYr 
adYanccll in the path of ci, ilization, falling into m:111iliJl1l 
errors, awl committing grie\'uns blunders. \\'ith Lel1i aml 
l1i, po�terity it was not so. They were t,1 ken frnm tl1e rni,.bt 
of a people who were smToundell h>' the mo,t powerful nml 
refined nations of antirp1ity, with whose w·is,lom nnrl learning 
Lehi was nnrlonbtc,lly w·cll aequainted. \Ve can readily L"nn
rei\'e that the Lord, in planting this rnight.v arnl Yigorous 
off.,hoot of the honse of .J u�eph, un the ril'he�t allll most 
fa\'oretl lam] of all the worhl, would nut only choose 01w of I Tis 
most faithfnl, but also one ot' flis rnost•intelligcnt serrnnts, to 
colllmence the work. Jmleed, on the n•ry first page of the 
Book of l\lormon, X ephi incidentall. 1· refers to the learning of 
his father; w·hich lc,m1ing, we infer from many pas,ages in 
the sacretl record, was obtained by Lehi in Egypt, a:-; well as 
in Pale,;tine, the as,ociations between the illhabitants of' these 
two rountriPs )Jl,illg, in his tlay, ye1·.1· clo"e, antl the iuter-,·orn
munication Ycry fi ctiuent. 

�\.s the basis of their literatnre, Lehi and l1is cololl>' carrie,1 
with them a copy uf the sal're,1 scriptmcs, which contailled 
llnt ollly an aeconnt uf Uotl's ,leali11g� with rna11kind, from the 
creation tu the age of,J crcminh, lrnt nl"o the only crnnplcte hi�tory 
i n  exi�te11ee of the people whu liYc: Lcft1re the deluge, 
The Egn1tians, C'hahle:111s aml other nations, had rnanglell, 
rnythie and juwbled-up aecom1ts uf man's hietory, fro111 the 
ere.Jtion to tl1c flood; lmt, the .N'ephites pns:-e,sed the rletnils 
of this cpoeh i11 nnH·h greater com1iletellcfs than e,·en 
C'hristend11111 docs to-day. These ,criptnrP�-hi,torical and 
dortri11al-bei11g llllllH:musly re111·,1,lm·ed and .,r-attere.d arn11ngst 
tl1c 11corile, fur11w,l the basis u!' Nephitc literatnn·, giYing 
them the im111e11,c n<l\'a11tage 01·c1· all other pe11ple. of JH1,sPss
i11g tl1e nnpollntt,,l won] of Gnd in en�ry age then J1,1sse,l, 
snppkrne11ll'<l by a l'1J1Tect and undisputed hi,tury of the 
resnlts, to the world, of m,111's 0]1('die11ee nr <lisob(•dic1wc tu 
these liea\'e11ly 111essagcs. If,111· lllll(•l1 more eo111plcte the.-e 
s,·riptures were tl1:i11 tl1c Bil1le of Christl'mlo111, is shmrn by 
the n111l1Caru11s refi·n•11,•ps tu the lil'l'S, a111l q1wtatiu11 .-: fr11111 the 
t,•at·hings of the :uwi(•llt m,rthics .\lelt-l1iiedek, .Jac,1li, 
.fu,e1,h and othl·r,-to the ad, :111d i1,fo11ii,·s of' Cain, ct,·., not 
fi,u11,I i11 tl1e Hible, a, well a, by h-11;ttl1.,· quutations fro111 
a11l'iL'11t . pruplwh, whose 11a11H•s-1/.cnn,, 1/,p11,1l'k, Xe11111. l•'.r.ias 
-an! ll1Jt l!1·c11 1111•11tio11P,I i11 its JHl/!l'S. 11011· 11111eh 111111]1'1'11 
('hri�lia11ity has ]11,t liy th,·,n ,1111i,,i1111,, 111ay lin partially 
i11forn•d !'1'11111 the l1l•a11ty a11,l gra11dpnr o!' th,, ,1xtrads /!in:11 
i11 th1! Bo11k uf .\lor111011, f'n1111 tll<' 11'riti11gs and prnpl11•1·il•S ,,1· 
1/.e11us alo11n. Takt•, a,; a ,i11'-'I" i11,ta1Wl', hi, i11,p:re I paral1le 
11f tl1n wil<l ;1 11,I ta111e ulil'<' tn·,·s, gil'l·II in th,! Book of' ,l:woli: 
1111 n11,re i111purt: 11t, 110 111ore s11l,li111i, pruphel'y 1·:t11 lie li11111d 
in the wh,1lc co11t1!11ts of the h,ily S!·ript11n·,. 

The (•1m11c!'ti1111 of J,..J,i with Egn,t, wl,i,·h la11.i::11agl• Ii,· 

I 

appears to ha_,·c- adopll''.l
'. 

do11l:tl,·,s ray,, l�i1'.1 . a11 l'XJ>l'l'i1,_,t·11t:_il k11uwl<·dl!<' 11f tl11· 1·1rnd1t11111 11f tll<' whole ,·11· 1liz,,,J world 111 l11s 

�� 

wlw" tl,e gl,,,·i,,, .,r ('lwhl<-" 1,,,1 d,,,..,.,_.d, ,,,d th.,,, .,f 

Assyria allll Egnit were passing away; when Babylo11 was at 
the zenith of its power, bnt when the growing strength of 
Per8ia aml Greece was as yet scarrel.,· felt. 'l'n this practical 
information, he, like .'<To,es, added an ncr1uainta11ee TTith the 
learning of' the Egyptians, a people wise aLoYc all nther 
uninspired races in the nmnerons bra11ehes of scienee an,1 art, 
in whir·h they excelbl. With this k11owblge, eowliined with 
the information of immeasurable Yalue eontninetl ,111 the sacred 
plates, the fon11dation was laid fur a stable eiYi!ization; gni,led 
Ly past re,·ebtiun and present in"piratiun, to whil·h was super· 
added the experiences of other natit•ns, as beacon-lights to 
warn the Xephites of the tlangers to whil'h all e11m11nmities 
are suLjeet., and to gnido them to haYens of g0Yemrne11tal arnl 
polit.ieal safety. 

The Xephitcs, tl1rn, at the out,et. of their career, had at 
least all the important historirnl and geographical knnwletlge 
poscesse,1 by tl1c must f:1Yored nations uf the ea,tern· l1emis
phere, with us much murc as it 1,leaserf HeaYen to re1·enl. 
They harl one atlrnntage OYcr the peoples they had left-they 
were well acquainted with them and t.hcir cunditinn, etc., but 
uf the X ephitcs, the dwellers in the old world knew not Ling. 
With regard to the knowledge receiYed through revelation, it 
is eYitlent., from seYeral incillental expre,sions ,c:1ttered 
thmugh the roeord, that the Lord did giYe to His faithfnl 
serrants information w·itl1 regar,l to historieal and gPographieal 
matters. \\'e will cite one i11stanee: .Iaeub, the brother of 
.J'\ cphi, in one of his irnpressiYe exhortations, while enc·omag
i11g his brethren (often so111ewl1at. llowncast on nct·ou11t. of their 
lonely l'u1,ditio11, so far from the rest uf rnankiml), remarb: 
·* "\\' e han brl'll le,1 to a better land, for the Lorr! has ma,le 
the sea our patl1, arnl we are 11pon an isle of the sea. But 
great arc the pro111ises of the Lunl tmtu they ,rho arc 11p1111 
the isles uf the sea; therefore as it says isles, there must 1weds 
be murc than tl1is, a11,l they arc inhabite,I also l.,y our 
urdhren." 

H uw conld Jaeuli ha Ye known, excPpt b.,· rcYelati11n, that, 
tl1c rnst eu11ti11c11t wl1ieh the �ephitl's i11haLitetl, wa.� entirely 
s11nou11tkd by the waters of the great oceans ·t He antl his 
companions ha,1, lmt a few short .. wars l1cfore, first la11tletl on 
its shores, and ha,I nuw exphrcd but. a \'Cry small portion uf 
its ,·ast, extent., and tlicre were nu others in t·umn11111icatiu11 
,vith them whn conl,1 supply the i11formati1111 that Xnrth and 
�onth "\meril'a \\'('re 1111e i111mc11sc isla111l. EYidt>ndy the Lonl 
hat! re1·ealetl this fal't to them. .\1Hl, by the way, this �i111ple 
staternent i., a ,t.rung testi111011y of the tliYine anthl'ntil'ity of 
tlH, Hook of .'<lornwn. "\t tl1e tirne that this portio11 of the 
s.ll'red plah's wa� trnnslat,•tl (.\. I►. I:-::!,-:-:), or Cl'en \\'hl'II thl' 
whulc l11111k was p11]1lishe<I an,! the ('l111n·h of,Jl•sus C'hri,t was 
nr.�·.rniied (.\. I>. J.-.;:io), it was 11,1t, k11ul\'11 tn 11wtlcrn sril,11l'e 
that the .\111L"rirn11 t·o11ti11P11t wa, i111kc,I an i,l:rnd. .l us,•1,h 
�111ith p,nild 1wt l1a1·c l'<'l'eiwd k11mrk·d.ul' ol' this f.wt, �o 
rnd1c"it,1ti11gly aHir111l'tl, l'rn111 any 1,·:irm·d gl'ograpl1er or prai,
ti,·,d 11aYigat,1r. The !1t,pl' ,,1· l'l'lllnrie,, in l•:11rL1Jll', l1 d )H'l'll 
to di"'·o1·l'1· a 1111rtli-,n'.,t pas,:ap:<1 t,1 llldia, lint. tn that date :ill 
attl!111pts 11:ul 111l'I, with di,a,trn11s fail11re, Hl far as the ,·hil'f 
ul,,il•<·t 11':JS l'tll1t·1·r1H•1l. Litt IP or 11,1t l,in_g \\':IS tlll'll kn1111·11 ol' 
till' Xorth .\1111·riea11 coast, west. of' ll11d>'1111';; Ba.1·. I t  11':Js 11ot 
lll1ttl af'tPrn•peatl'<I 1·Xpl!diti1111,, tli:1t in :\lay, J:,;.r;, tl1l' trnth uf' 
till' ,:tatt!llll'llt of.l:w11l1 ,·111ild ]_11• ,dlirn1,·d. f' r.1111 al'lnal k11owbl.ue 
111' the g,•,1.ur,1phi,·al J'Pat1m•s of' tlw l'on1itry, a, at. that, tlat.\, 
th,· <'Xplorati,111� and ,:11rn•ys ],y land :111<! >'<':1, l'rnm l':1sl anti 
11·e.,t, ll'<'l'l' )1rn11ght. s11llil·il·lltly 111·:1r to IP:J\'l' th,, niattcr 11 it.h-



out a douLt . It \\'a, not unt il J -.;,-,-1 -:;. t hat the first :1 1 1 11 only 
,h ip 's  l'rew ( that  of Capta in  3 l l'( ']me), whil'h c,·er sailed 
acre_,.,, the .\retil' Uc-L"an from the l'acitil' t u  the .\tlaut il', alung 
the n1 1rt l iern cua:-t 1 1f _-\rnc ric�, rl't ll l' lll'd from t heir J 'l'rilun, 
yuya_!!e. "\\'e t lrn, f ind that  hn 11 1a 1 1 _!!eugrapl1iL·al knu1dL•1lge 
!'Ou],] nut l1 a\"c a ided the pruphl'l .J , ;,eph :-: , 1 1 i th ,  in 1 1 1aking 
t h i, ,tatel l lL'l l t ,  lwd i t  uriginat ctl with h i 1�1 aml not \\ it h  the 
,un o f' Leh i .  

"'h ile auL·icnt G reek and  other phi lo"1 1phcr, ,rcrc gnq ,ing 
am 1 1n!!' the fallaL"ies uf t hc ab:rnnl ,y�tcm of a,trono111y, gi1·L·n 
to th; w"rld Ly l't olemy, aml t ea('h in!!'  t hat the  :stlll with all 
the ,tar, reYoh·c,J ar1 1und the earth ,  t h l' XL0 ) lhitcs were i n  
pu.,,c,., iun o f  t h e  t rne kw ,wled �e with regard t o  t he heaye1i ly 
lJU1l ie,, ete. J 'o"il,]y thl'y were t he 01 1ly 1 ,eople uf t heir age 
blc,.-ed 11· i t h  a curnprehe11,i 1 1 n  of t l , e:-e ,ublirnl' t ru t l , �. It is 
a l t ue!'ethl'r pr1 1 l ,aLll', t hat anl t •ng t heir  :-L·ri p ' ll l'l'� ,rcrc eopiPs 
of '  t h<' ]h1 1 1k uf .\ 1 ,raham, f rum whi('h they l'ouhl :H·qnaint 
t he1 1 1,l'hc• .,; 11· i th  t he LL·an t LL':' an, ]  l 1ar11wni,•s uf l'l'lc,tial 
l l l l'l'hani .,m.  They undonlit etlly had the writ i 1 1gs of ,lu,L'ph 
I the .,on uf .]a,_..,Jy l a, t he,e are q nutcll in t l 1L' Cook 11f 3l ur
l l l"n ;  a 1 1d ,  a� t he J l l 'l iphl'I .J u"' l 'h  ::=rn i t h  fournl the 11Tit i 1 1µ-, 
u f' .\ 1,rahan, a 1 1 i l  ,l 1N' ) lh toget lH·r in the Egypt ian 1 11Hn1w ie,, 
it i ., l:1 r l'rn1 1 1  i 1 1q1rnbal1lc t lw t  t he :\"cphi tL',, as \Yell as the 
. .  arly EC!'YJ ,1 i :1 1 1,, ] 'O"'-''·'e, I l.11 , 1  h .  To �1,ow the a�t ru1 1 1 11 1 1  ieal 
k nowl, · ,ke i " '·'·'''-"l' , I l ,,r t hl' :\"epl , i tc,, we w i l l  , l raw a t tent ion 
t 1 1  1 h,· \l'unl., 1 1 1' t wu ul' th,· ir  1 ,r1 1phet,. The f i ,A i� J'ru 111 the 
reply .. r .\h1 1a ,  I l ic }"1 J l l l l,C!'l'I', tu Kuril , or, t i l l· .A 1 1 t i- ( 'h rist 
, I : . ( '. � .-, . \l'h 1 · 1 1  th , ·  lat ter  a,ke,1 fi ,r a ,i� 1 1  to prnrc the 
1 · x i , t l' 1 1 1 · , ·  u f' a l : 1 1 t l .  l l i , wnnb an· t "'l'hu 1 1  1 , ast had ,ig11s 
1 · 1 1 • 1 • , �h :  w i l l ." ' ' t e l l l pt your t ; . , ,] '? \\' ill ,re "-'.I', :-:lww 1 1 1 1 !0  l l tL' 
a , ie'. 1 1 ,  \\' ] 1 1 ' 1 1  .1·e h,". '-' t he ll'- t i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1y uf' all thc,e 1 h.1· brl'l hn•11, 
and ab1 1  all th,· ]"' I.I' ] 'l'" i ' l ,d,! '1' 1 1 !' ,eri p t n re, arc laitl l,L"fure 
1 l i,·, · , y , ·a ,  : 1 1 : i l  a l l  t hi n e!'.' ll L·1 11 1 1 l• then· i, a (; 1 1 , I ;  _\'l' : t , eYL· 1 1  t l 1 L· 
,•art h ,  a 1 1 , l  all t h i n � .- t ha t  arl' 1 1 1 1 1 , 1 1  the !;11 ·1• of' i t ,  yt·a, : 1 1 1 , l  i t s  
1 1 1 1 1t i 1 1 1 1 :  y,a ,  a1 1 1 I  a J, . , a l l  t h L' pl:t nl.'l ., whieh l lHJ\'e i 1 1  t l l l ' i l  
r• · � • t lar 1 : , r, 1 1 .  d1 1 1 h \l' i t l i l'' .' that t herl' i,- a :-: 1 1 pn• 1 1 1e ( ' rcator. " 
Tlw 1 1 , • _-..:1 , p 1 . , 1 a t i 1 1 n i ., lh , 1 1 1  t l ll' f'l • f l , • 1 ·t i 1 1 n ., 1 1 1 ' ""c 1 1 f  th,· ,,.,._ 
, a , 1 1 ., 1 1 1' 1 ; . , , ]  1 •r1 1 l ,a l ,l,r .\ 1 1 1 1' 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 11,l'rl l•1I i 1 1  1 he  :\"l' phitc 
l 1 i - 1  . .  :·\' a l 11 1 1 1 t ,L·1 1 · 1 1t 1· n·ar, l: , 1 , • r. Th,· w ri ter i, �pcak:1 1 .l! 1 1 f  
t l H ·  �1:t•a t 1 1 1 • -. ...,  : 1 1 1 i l  !!1�1 1 J: l 1 1 1 • -._ .. o l' ( : , , , 1 .  arnl a 1 1 10 1 1g oth L)l' t h i 1 1,!!� 
, 1 , ·  ·Ian · - :  • • · Y ,•a . I ,_,· t l i l' 1 n ,w 1 · r  . , f' l , i, ruil'e d 1 1 1 h  the ll'holl' 
1 • , 1 1·1 h - 1 ,akc· y , · · 1 .  l ,y the i '"ll'l ' I' of' h i ., r"iCl' , lo t h t he l i ,n 1Hla -
1 i  .. 1 1 - r . , , ·k . , 1 1 · 1 1  t" l l ll' 1 cr,1· 1 ·l'n1 t -r; y· , ·a ,  an , ]  i f ' l 1 c· ,ay unto 
t h , ·  1•a rt h .  1 1 1 1 1\' 1 • ,  i t  i,  1 1 1 1 1 1 , · , I :  y , · : 1 ,  i f ' lw ,a_l' 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1  th , ·  t•a r t l t ,  
r h  . .  1 1  , ! 1  , I t  C!°"  l ,:ll 'k 1 l , a 1  it ], . , C!'l i 1l'n 1 1 1 1 t  1 ] 1 1 ,  ,lay f i , r  n ,an.r 
J , . , , , r - it i ., d 1 1 1w :  a 1 1 , I  1 h 1 1, a , ., ., . ri l i 1 1 C!'  , . ,  I i i ,  \l' onl ,  t l tl'  1 · :n l l t 

C!'o• · l h ] ,;wk ,  ; 1 1 1 ° ] it : i i , 1 1 1 • : i n · t h 1 1 1 1 1 "  n 1a 1 1  t l i : 1 1  t hl' , 11 1 1  ,t :rnd, · t l t 

,t i l l ;  1· , ·a .  : l l l , 1 1 . . - l t , . ] I. 1 1 , i ,  i, , 1 1 ;  t : , r  - l l l'L' it i ., t h l' 1•ar 1h tha t  
1 1 1 1 >\" 1 · ; ] 1 .  a 1 1 , I  "" '  1 l t , ·  " 1 1 1 . " 1 Tl i 1 1 ,  11 1 ·  fi 1 1 . J  t hat i 1 1  1 1 1 1 •:<c 
p1 1 i 1 1 1 , .  1 1 , , ,  :1.- 1 n 1 1 , . , 1 1 1 i1 · ,d J.. 1 1 , 111 ! , - - I C!'I' , . f ' t lw .:'l , · 1 . J 1 i t L · ., wa-, a t  
1 , ·a,t ,  1 · , , 1 1al , , .  1 l 1 a l  1 1 1 ' 1 1 1 1 '  1 1 1 1 1 1 l !' l ' l l' . 

---··-· · ------

l l r l ' • II 10 ,, , I ,  - i r  .. . , 1 1 1  ,f•1 · 1 1 1  g 1 1° 1 1 l  r:i t l 1 1 · r  t ha 11 to 1 ,e >l.l . 
l l , , 1 1 1 • ., 1 \' d , · - i r, · ,  1 1 1  l11• !(1 1 1 1 . J ra l l l l ' r  tha n  t 1J .-ce1 1 1  .-n. Ti te 
worl , l l i ;1C!',  p •m· l ia-, •  r• · 1 , 1 1 · .. , t i , ,n l ,y t l 1 1 i  ,ale oJ' dc,cr1 :  wi .,c 
ll lL' n  l , 1 1 1· d , · , , · r t  w i rh  1h , ·  1 1 : , 1.  ml n f' n· p11 t · , t io 1 1 .  \\' LJ ,hunld 
. ] . ,  1 1 1 11!.'h , , .  h • ·ar w, · l l ,  1 1 1urc t , i  , J , .,n,·e wel l ,  a nd r ·lthcr lu.,e 
upinion t ha n  n 1 t· r i 1 .  

• t t 1 1 l t, 1  . .  J,., r � , 1 h , l ., · 1, 1 Ji, 1 ,,1 ... .. ... •· \\ ,1 ... , 1 1 ... , ,, , · r• · l : a 1 1 i l  1 11 1,:, 1 ,  , · ,q,t a i 1 1 

�I t lu r••, 11f l flf' / 1 1 r  1 •I· ,,,,· r, P I I •  I 1 1 1 1  ,.:1tl•l 1 1 1 • ·  I . i i  1 . .  r t h• ·  d i •wq, , • r�- . fri , 1 1 1  

t h•· I !") .d f ••·• •�r;1ph1 1  .d .... 11 1 .- 1 y .  

t-nu1 1k 1 1 (  .\l, ,r111 1 ,n, 1 1 1 · "  I ) I 1 1 H ,  I ..'.'' ' .! I  

:;\IY 1'TN TH S ER ::\ I O N .  
TIY II .  G .  B. 

S
OOX rl'rer my sccon,l e�ort to_ preach the gosp�l ,  El�er 

Shelto11 �ent rue away sixty miles to Botetourt Co. , ' a. ,  
t o  re,1mnd to  a ,:ill from ,Johu ' s  Creek t o  preaeh and open a 
new fiekl of labor. \\'hy he sent rue away alone, I never 
k new. Hut �o i t  wa,;, and I asrnre ruy readers it took all t.he 
fai th in God tha t  I could gat her to wy assistancc, to enable we 
t o  take my val ise aud start afoot. and alone, "wit hout purse 

. " or scnp. 
This trip \\'as a �eYere test of my fa i th ,  and without help 

from aLove I could not. ha,·e uudert.aken �ueh a task .  l\Iy 
first day 's  t ravel c 1 1 ded by ,11y staying over u ight  with a kind
hearted infi<ll'l, after I had a,ked at fi1·e d ifferen t  places for 
lodging, arnl as of'ten been refused. 

The i 1 1fidel thought it ,·ery sinirnlar that  the par:;nn, the 
d eacon, the ela�s leader, aml t.wo prominent mcwliers of the 
ehmeh sl ronld have t urnf!d me away, while be, a sinner, had 
taken rne in. I al,o shared iu b i, surp1 i,c. And I might as 
well � la te in t l , is conm·et ion t hat in my twenty year�• expcricnc:c 
as a missionary �inc(),0 1 have ever found it ,o. The priests 
are our wo,t. lii ! t cr cnewics, and next tn t hem,  their mo�t 
religious member�. And the favors extended to us have cowc 
fruw tho,e that the prie,,ts cal l  sinners. No W'.)nder the 
;-\avior kept L·o111 pany with puLlic:.ins an •J ,,inner,. 'l'he 
rel igions portion o f' t he pc1 1pie »h uuned a ll ll rejected Him. 

I real'hed ruy ticlLI of '  l a 'Jur the sceond day, aml c-owwenccd 
the work earnc., th•. I soon had all I could do, and was plea,ctl 
t o  fiud tha t  the 

O 

L0nl ra i ,t•tl up friend, to I l le ,  and was IUUl'h 
encourage,] to k11ow that  I ,was able, t h rough t he Si , ir it of 
Ood, t o  , lo ,ni ne g1 1nLl. · 

I soon haJ the pririleg-e of ba pti1. ing two persons. One 
wa� a s, ·lmol teacher: the ot i ier had a college ed ucat ion ,  and 
was inteuded fo r a m i 11i,kr i 1 1  the  :'ll cthodi,t churl'h, 

I sent. an appoin tm e1 1 t  i n t o  :'llonroc Co. , Ya . ,  some twenty 
1 1 1 i lcs away from ,J ohn's CrL"ek. It wa, to Le a t  the  Jl lc thodist 
l 'hapel, a l l ll as I 11·as on ruy way to  ti ll the appoin tment I 
1 , eanl the n•!WS or · ,fu,eph arnl  l lyrnm S1n i th ' s  martyrdom a t  
( 'a r thag,, ja i l .  I had heard nrany reports aLout ,J o,eph that  
I never L�l iu\'l'd, l ,ut  th i s  report brought  wi t.h i t  a t'1 > 1 1 1· ict ion 
of i ts t ru th .  .\nd i t  would l ,e i n  l'a in for 1 1 1e  to detcriLe the  
�l 1 1ow and  .-a· l m·,, tha t  rested 1 1 1 ,011 we .  1 have ahvayR �im·c 
�Cllll' t n beretl it a�  011e uf' the darkest, sad,lc�t hours of ' my l i fe . 

'l'hc 1 i 1 1 1c of' 1 1 1y a ppoin tment  had arri,·ed -1 1 o ' l'lock, a. Ill . 
on t l 1 e  :; r i l  Snnday in .J nly, I :--1 f .  The la rg-e 1·ha pcl was f'ull 
a m! not ha l t' ol' t he )'L'" l , le  were a l ,!e to i-:ct i n,ide of the hon�e. 
Hut I was t o  be d i,appuiutcd. T\l'u ur three 3 l ethutl i .,t prie:::tH  
were preHent, t h rough whu.,e i ull nL· t 1L'C the t en  or a ,lo1.c11 
h i re lrng pre:11·hcr., t hat  WL're t here o,·, ·np icd the t i 1 1 1e i 1 1  
alrn,i 1 1 .� the " .\f ornw11 .<, "  anil n•joi , · ing i 1 1  thl' 1 1 1unlcr of' the 
prophet and pal rian·lr . 

Bnt the eungn,ga 1 i 1 1n wa., nut to be d i,:1 J , pninte<l. A l\rr. 
Luna, w i th  a 11 1 11.en ot lrl'r rnen lo help h i 1 1 1 , a rrange,] ,cats 
w i t h  ,labs Crom a ,a w l l l i l l  n , ·ar l,y, i n  a �hai le within ,ight of 
t l ie l l lei:t ini.: hon ,e, and 1 1ot i l il!d the pc•Jplc tha t  the • ·  _\ ) or 1 1 10 1 1" 
prcaeher 11:,rnld h 1 1 ld  fort h i n  the .-hadc thl're. The re,ul t  
wa�  tha t  the peopf,� a l l  h·f't t ir e  , · l rapcl a 1 1 1 I  repaired to t h e  
�ha,le, a wl a l l  t h e  ] ' l' ie,t ., l i , llmvell , nn, I  while I talked t o  the 
a�,crn l.,lage, eleven 1 1 1 ' 1 he .,e prie:,t� sat 011 one of '  the nearest 
scn ts i1 1 fron t  1 1 1' mc. 

The Lrml 011 th i .s or·,·:1 , i"" l,le�.-c<l 1 1 1e  with I l i s 8 pir i t  in  
proport ion to what I had to  meet .  l was ab le  to bear a 
powerful tf's t i 11 1 1 1 1 1y to tht! I > i \' ine , ·,i l l i 11g •if .J oscph Smi th  aH 
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