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T H E  A.HT O F  "\\'_·\ H A :\ f O � G  T H E  

� EPHITE�.

U Y  G .  n. 

( Cunti11 11rd. ) 

IT doe3 not appear, so fa r as can be gathered from the record ,
that any very great im prn,·e mcnts, ei ther i n  the Rystcm of  

fortificat ion, the style of dcfen,i\'e armor, or  the manufacture 
of their weapon,, was made l,y the �ephitc comrnaaders 'll'ho 
l ived after the days of }foroni. 

There is another k itJd of' deft'n-iYe cluth io_g, be,:iLle plate 
armor, mentiooe,l as J.ein!! worn br t he ancient American
warriors. It com,i,ted of' -Ycr,v "th.iek cluthing," * J '. i,,ibly
ru:de of cot tou or woolL•u cloth, th irkly padded. }fnroni 
nni f'orwed snmc of hi, troop, in thi, 11 1auncr when l,c first took 
commaml of the �ephite arrnic,, ( D. C. 'i-l) and the next 
ye,,r the L'.1.rnanitcs followed his cxam plr allll ant • >ill.I' prep:m:!d 
them"clves with ,hielt.l, ani.l hrra,t plate,. but also "with 
garment, of �kin,; yea , Yery t li il'k garrneut .· t i  eover their 
naked nc,,s. '' t 

The varinns encmic,; tha t the >epl i i tr  anuie .·- had to meet, 
from t ime to t ime, on t l1c field ot' l,at tlc-L:uuani te,, Amnlon
itc,:, .\malcki tc,, Z )ramitc,:, GalliaJJ tou rubl,cr.�, etc. -were 
very , l ifferent ly equipped for their hloo,ly work. Those who 
had di,,cntl'd frolll the ::-{ ephites natural ly held to 1he same 
t act ic,. n,ed the ,amc arm•. a n,J protected their LoJics with  
the  same arwnr a, the  people to whom they ha,1 turned trait
or,;, \\' i th  t he  urigi nal L·1mani tes it wa" d ifferent . At fi r,t 
when t hey came a!!ain:-t tl1c Xcphites thry were cl,J thP .J wi th  
' ·a short ,k in gird le abou t  the lo io�  and the i r  head,  .,havcu; 
am! t heir ,kil l was in  the l;,iw an, ]  the c imcter am] axe. " 
The di ,-,entcr", whil ,� a rmril a nd equ i pped l i ke  the Nc1,hi tc�, 
,ct a mark upon t h 01 1 1 -eh·c,- by wh ich they might be knnwu 
and <l i,ti nguishe l 011 the hatt lc fiehl .  lu  tln in" th is  thcv 
11nc,)11,ci, ,u,ly t'nlfillcd the \\·on! nf ' the L0r,J tu  1 i':i r  father;. 
Thu,, the follo11·cr� o f' ,\ 11 , l iei , the wo11hl- l ,c k i r1g, mark,-,! 
thc1 1 1,l'l\'c.� wi th rc,l in t heir fon·l 1ca,l� a fter the manner of 
tl 1c L:l lua1 1 i tc,, t lwn::h t lu'.)' d i,I l l • > t  ,ha Ye their bead, as  <l id 
thP d i rect <lt•,ccl)(la nt, uf La11rn1 1 . ( B. (' . S'i ) .  t 

The , le.-, ·ript ion of ' t he 1 ; a , l i a 11tou rolilJl'r,, a, the,\" a ppt>are,l 
wh<: n prepare,! li ,r war (.\. I >. J :-- 1 . i ,  a wry tcrrilJlc une: � 
" they Wl' l'l.: j!i rih·•l a l .out aft<'r t l 1e 11 1a1 1 uer of n,l , l ,C'r"; and 
they ha,] a luu,h-,k in about t llL'ir ]uins, :1 1 1 , I t l iey w"rc ,lycd in  
l ,ln, « l ,  awl t l ,eir head,; w,,rc , l 1orn,  a 1 1.J  they had ht·:ul-pla t cs 
upr,n thcUJ :  an , ]  grrat and t<•1-ri\,l,i wa, t l 1c  a ppeara11ce of the 
armi,,, nf ( ; i , J . J i :1 1 1hi ,  l 1 ,)c 1 11,c uf t l 1 c i r  armor, aml beeau,c ,Jf 
their 1 ,, . i l lf: ,l�·c,l in l ,'ond . ' '  

Th,: t : l rr·e., , f' IJ, , th  1 ac-,,, ap\ • < •ar tn ha\'e lJcPn cnrn pos,id 
,·cr.1· larg,·ly, i f' not l' n t i r• · ly, of' i 1 1 l:111 tr.1·. \\"e hare failed tu 
not i ,·c : ny 1 ,1,,·1 <!1·, t l i a t  !!il'e a .Jdini te a-,;nrancr, that e i thl!r 
can,lry nr war chari, , t - wen· 1 1 ,,. 1 in their ea 1 1q,aii!n•. 

LiJ.. , ,  nearly all rn,I ,,. or •\'l l ) i -c i 1· i l ir.l•,l raf'e•, the In1 1 1a 11 i tc� 
d1.!l" ' 1 1 < l • · i l  on t 11 1.• , trc 1J!! t  h n(' u 11 1 1 1 lu • r, an.J IJrut , . force fnr Yictory 
in t i " 01 . , • 11 Ii ,lil . Th1 •y 1 1 ):\ "''"l their trunp., i11 ,oli i l l,1J Jic'., 
and wi th  wil i l  "ri, , ,  ri 1 -he,I to th ,) :1 , -:i u l t  i n  t he h1Jpe of' 
l ,cari mr .J"wn all n·-i.,ta 1we l ,y t h,:ir ,11 1 >erior numl,er", a" in
a ]m, , , t  C\'ery war th,·y !!r<,a t ly 0 1 1 tn 1 1 11 1 J,,,re<l the Xcph itc�.
l nrl ·c, 1 i t  i, dr)lll , tful i t' ,,,·,·11 t he la., t -ua 1ued ) ><'Opie u,e,l 111u1•h
,eicntilie ,t ra tcgy J >T• ·Yi, ,u, tn the ,lay, ol' . l oroni ;  l, ,,f'ure this 
t ime it was a han 1 - t l l •han,] l'onll ie t ,  where in the :-.cphi t r.�, 

•- lt-11 ,� 11( �lor111u11 1 rww r I 1 1 1 1 11 1 1•,1�r .. •�I 

though fewer in numbers, haJ many advantages over their 
hal f-naked foe�, by reasou of �upcrior weapons and defensive 
armor, and, above all, through the !,lessing and guidance of 
the Lord. 

lu the year B. C. i� the armies of l\loruni drove the 
Lamani tcs out of that port ion of the ca,t wilderness borderirnr 
on t he land of Zlrahemla in to their own lands. The countr; 
of the Ncphites was eal le<l the land of .Zarahcmla, that of 
the LamaHi tes the lan1l of Nephi. They were d ivided by the 
gl'eat wilderness; to the north lay .Z1rahemla, to the sou th 
Nephi. The nort hern l ine or boundary of the lat ter country 
ma "in a strait course from the sea east to the west. " The 
L1manitcs hav ing been dt-iYcn out of those portions of the 
wildernes� north of the d ividing l ine, colonies of Nephitcs 
were sen t  to occupy the country and build cities on their 
�outhern bonier, C\"Cn to the Atlantic coast. To protect 
t he  new �ctt lers, l\Iornni placetl troops all along this line and 
cau"ed t hem to ere1�t f'urt ifiea tions * for the bet ter dcfen c of 
the frontier. 'l'hi" fortified l ine ran fr<:Hn t he west ,ea ( the 
J';1cific Ocean) hy the head of the river Sidon (the }lagdalena) 
eastward along the N ort hcrn cd,!!c of the wildernc�s. Some 
of the readers ol' t he Ilook of }I ormon have imagined this 
l i ne of dcfcn,e to  have been one con t inuous rampart or wall
after  the style of the great wall of China--reach ing from 
ocean lo  ocean, a11d ou this surmise have argued that the 
corn plction nf Fuch an i mmense work, in  a few years , was 
an impossibil i ty to a people o f' the limi ted numerical strength 
of  the Neph ites. 'fo get over th is Jiflicul ty of tbcir own 
creat ion they have resorted to nrion� theories, inconsistent 
with the geograph ical details, with regard to its loeali t.y, on 
purpo,-c tn  shortcu i ts di :itance to  what they deemed a reason
able length ,  possible for 1he Ncphitcs tu have built in a few 
years. '!'he writer of this paper hol,fa the opinion that the 
B,,ok of Mormon conveys no such idea, it sim ply states that 
;\furnni erectc ,l forti fications along th is  line; or, as he views 
it, ;\[oroui  took ach·antagc of the natural feature:< of the 
coun try, i ts wide river�, for.strC'tchiug �wamp� :md ranges 
of' h i .di mountains, and built fortification:; at e\'CJ'Y point where 
the Lawanitc� conhl fl n,l ingrc�:;, such as at the forch of' the 
ri\'crs an(l t he  pa ,:;e,; IJct ween the monntains. TTc t here 
stat innC'd bodies of t runps snilici cnt ly :-:trung to hold their posts 
a nd, if ucee,-�ary, Lldi·n<l t he i:;urrou uding country. This 
syst,m1 of defrn ,c wnu!tl he ut/Jrc powerl 'ul an I cffoctivc than 
an artifkial wall; h igh mouuta ins an , l  deep rivers largely 
tak ing the place of cart h\\'ork�, masonry :iml he:iyy t imbers. 
A nunilJcr of' years l a ter  ( B. ( '. : :.q th<1 Lau1a11i tcs having
tem porar:ly Llri,·c11 the �cph i tc, frllm the s ,uthern cont inent, 
:'>l orc.1 1 ihah, t he  �on of .' l nrnni, fort i lied the Ist l 1 11 1us of 
l 'a u:una fi·1J111 sea tn ,ea, i' au,l in  th is way prevented the 
L'lmani t l'S from pu-hi11g yet further nonh: '!1his defensive 
l ine wa" again fort i fie 1 l,y :'ll ormnn ( A. I >. 3ti0) in the la�t 
great series uf wars bet ween the two races. t

---►• ,<, . .  _, ____ _ 

Tin: rnn·,t \\"aJ of ,!.(o,·crni 11g, l,oth in a private family an<l a 
k ing,l011 1 ,  is for a l 1u-l,aml an, ]  a prince i<omctimcs to drop 
t heir ] ' rl'rogat i l'C. 

------·C>·------

,r 1 1  \'I' is t he flr,t I ,usinPs, nf n11c who st 11,l ic1< philo,ophy? 
1''1 part wi th nil t�cnnecit, Fm· i t  is impo�sible for any one 
to l,ei;i n to  learn what lie thinks lw a l rca,]y k 1 1ows. 
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