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T H E  LA\YS O F T H E  � EPH I T E S .  of cont.i nue<l peace am] j o�•. '\Veil rn ay i t b e  wri t t en o f  them , 
' · there coultl not Le n happier people am ong all the  people 
wl 1 0  hall been created by the hand of God" (p.  ,5-I3 ) . \'\' e cnn 
�carccl,1· conceiye of such n people on thi s  fallen world of ours; 
nn ent ire cont.i l l ent 0 1 1  wh ich u welt perfect pence; a people 
nm onp; whom there were tH• r i ch ,  nor poor-nil 1rere alike; n 
rnce in whu;:e henrts dwel t, t he  �wcet influence of the sp ir i t  of 
G o<l ,  the  wisdom of which i l l nm inecl eYery minJ . H ow they 
1un,;t ] i ayc i ncrensccl ,  lww they rn n"t haYc pros) tered, how t h ey 
cornreJ the hu1u wi th m i ll ions "r h u m a n  rnub, how t h e  art 
an,l scienee� rnnAt havc ·becn de,·eloped , and how greatly rn n�t 
\ rne and  heavcnlr k nuwlecl g·c h ave l ,een spread abroad ! The law 
of ?\loses was nu longer ob"CJTed ,  lrnt t l i c  huly prie:-thood ,  a fter 
the ul'Jer of the P-un of G u<l , rn i ui"terecl in m ight in the i r  
m id,t ; anJ  tl 1 e fa i th nf t l 1 e  J >eo i , le m acl e an_gels the i r  frer1ucn t 
Y i si tnrs ;  and  the  1 111ri ty of each l ife can:-ed the  Holy Spi ri t t o  
l ,e t h e  couslan t .  co tu pa 1 1 i 1 1 n  of' eY,1ry soul .  Thi:- happy, 
glorions  state of ho1 iucs�, cuu t i u 11 ctl a ful l  t wo lrnn1lrcd �-cars ,  
>tUcl thc 1 1  r -omwencct! the fall of the  na t ion ;  rapid imlccd was 
i t s Jesccnt , and great 1vas i t s  fall . 

m: G. R .  

( Co11cl 1ulcd. ) 

THE :'( El'l l !TF.:': D ff IT IED l:'('f0 TRITIES. 
llTB can well u mler�tan , l t h a t  the  or ig inat ing or primal 
f f  cau,;e of the tl e ., tn1c t i un  of t be .t'{ephite repub l i ,, ,  was t he 

corrupt ion of the  peuple, e�pcr- ia lly t,f those whose du 1y  i t  
was tn  administer  the law. Th i s  cla$s bei ng greedy for J l l l lYer, 
fonue,l a secret t-01 J Jbi 1 1 nt i 1 ll l ( as t hn,e uf old t i rn e )  t 1 1  e:;tabl i�h 
a k i ugdum ; a 1J 1 l  ns a 1 J JCa 1 1 s  t o  t h i� encl ,  t l 1ey had t he ch ief  
judge as�a�:-i na te ,J , w l 1 i l e t h e�· ,elc<-tcd a. u 1an  named J ac 1 1 l i, 
for t heir k ing. Th ese royal i s t , ,  or k i 1 1g1ucn , \\"NI) 1 1 1 1t as 
succc.,sful in obtain ing the syw1 1athy o f' t he 1u .1j o?· i ty of the  
pco]lle as  they ant it- ipnted ;  1 hey t hcrc•fi 1rl1 JccicleJ t o  remo1·e 
iu mass to " the 1 1 1 1rt l 1 L'r 1 1 mo�t part of the lan d , "  an< l  t h ere 
establish the mon .,rl'h .1·. This (he.si gn t h ey sm·e,,ssfnlly carried 
ont. ThoFe wl t 11 rema i nerl at h 1 1 n 1 e fa rnred the , l i ,· is i , ,n of the  
peo1 1le i n t u  tribe�, and t ! tere l.icing uoue  � tro ng  cnc,ugh to  
e ffectually oppose t h i s  su icidal pul iey ,  the  repuLl ic  lJc:camc a 
t h ing of the pa:;t. 

The orgauizat ion of t hc,,e 1 r ilil·s ,  wn:- eYi ,l cn t  ly on the  
pat i·i arch al prinei ple; the  l i cn i l ,  or mo.�t i ntl nen t i a l  member nf  
a fam i ly, gathering l 1 i ,  k i n smen  aronn i l  h i l l l .  The h i stori an  
st at es: "And the people ,rere d i 1· i ,. le 1J nne a!!'a iu:;t  ano ther; 
and they did separat e  one f rom a 1 1 ot l t cr. i nto t rilJe:;, eYery r nnn 
a.cconl i ng  to  h is fa , n i lr, a n  l h i s  k in  l re 1 ,  al J . l  friencb" 
(p. 40:? ) .  

J�a�h uf thc,e tri be ,  c-ho,C' a , ·l ti cf, k:1 1l er, or mlN, as i t  i �  
writ teu :  "And e ,·e1 ·.,· t 1  i l ,e d i d  a J 1 J 1 1 1 i 1 1 t  ,t chief, u r  a leaL ler uYer 
them; and t l 1m, t h ey l ll'C·a 1 n c t ri bes anu  lt>aden: of tr i bes. 
Now bcl tol<l , there wns no rnan u l l 1 1l l lg t l 1 c 1u ,  �aYc he  l r nd 
m 11C';1 fa mi ly, an,l manr k i n , l retl s n llll fri en 1h " 

The laws of the Yario,is t ri Ll':S were nnt 1 1n iform, bn t  t here 
was a gC'n eral 11 n , l l' 1·,t a l l 1 l i 1 1 g liy wh irh they i , reYentcd the ou t
l1rcak of al'l na l  1Yar. It i:; � ra ted t h a t  i n  the  t hi rty-first year 
(aftl'l' C' l u·i ,;t ) ,  " t l iey had come lo  all agn,crncnL t ha t  t h ey 
wnuhl n 1 1t go t o  "·ar  0 1 1e  w i th  a nuthcr; l., nt they were 1 1ot  
uu i te Ll as tu  thei r  l aws, aml t l 1 e i 1· 1 1 1 ai l l lrr of gowrnment , for 
they \Yel'e e,tabl i ,hed acc·1 1n l i np; to tlw m i nd s  of t l t n,e ,rho  
1,cre t l 1 e i r  chief, and t he i r  ler. ,l e r:, . H i lt t h ey d i , l  e,t al,l i sh 
YCl",\' str ict laws th :i t  0 1 1 c t r ib,, �] 1 n 1 1 l i l  1 1 o t  t re�pass aga iu�t 
another, i nso1u 1 1rh that in :;ot 1 t l '  , legrce t h ey ha,I J it':tCl' in  t he  
l and"  ( p. -!'J3 ) . 

THE T\YO rn· ,- mmm Y T..\ l! S OF' PEBFF.C'T l 'K\f' E . 
The Je,;trnct i on  n f" the wi 1,ked , t l 1 e Y i s i t s  of t h e  ernc· i fic,J 

Ti e:l ce111 cr, thP. 1 1 1 i 1 1 i, t 1·y of 1 J i 8  Ll i :,;ti pl c� ,  t l te rn 1 i wr,al a Pl't' J l ·  
t at i 1Jn  of the f1 1l l nr.s, . ,f t he go�pul by t l 1 1i J l l·Ople t h ronghout 
the length a n i l  l ,re:1 i l t l 1  1 d' t he l : i l l i l , ]Jri ng ns t u  a t i me \\ hen  
t l 1 cre was  no  ueed of 1 ·i l' i l  l aw,  f' o 1 ·  , , 1 1 1 1 1 L• 1 1  l i ,· ed :- d ,m·e t l 1 e  law, 
J ,e i ng cunt rnllc, I a 1 11 l  p1 i 1bl a t  .tl l t i 1 1 1 es J ,y t l 1 e l 1 iglwr l aw of '  
] 1cnxen. 'J'l 1 c rc wa� t J C I  1 1 1 · 1 ·d n l '  e11 1 1 rts  uf bw, fi ,r t l 1 i : rc w1•n• 
1 1 1 ,  t! isputat i 1 1 1 1., JHJl ' l'1 ,n k n t i 1 1 l l "' .  S 1 1 .i n d g, ·s , , r 1 1 1agi :,; l rn te;; Wl ' l 'C 

• rC<[U irctJ , J i ,r t here Wl' l'C 1 1 1 1  1 1 lfr 1 1 1 l e rs 1 1 u r  o lfr 1 1H'S .  There 

J)EC'LINE ANll  F.\LL <W TI IF. NEPl l lTE N.-\TI():\' .  
Tl 1 c· fir;:t �ign, of the tl ccrca,c i n  t he rightel,n .,uc�s uf the 

people , reeor1 l eil i �  t lie  B1 1uk of  )Jurmon ( p. 5-!G ) ,  are :  ' That 
so1 1 1e heeamc l i fted up i n  J Jr idc ;  t hese t ook t o  wenri ng co:;t l.v 
appr.rel , jewel,, and the  fi ne  t h i n!,!'S ot' the 1rnr],J . The people 
ce,1 ::-ed to ha \' e  t heir gon,b n ll l l t he ir  sulJst ancc in cc,mmnn .  
They began t o  l,1: rl i ,· i clcd i n t o  , ·lasoC'�; rid1 a ml poo r  ap} lcare1l . 
They eo rnn 1ence<l to cl e i :y J 1ort ion,  ot' the gospel , arnl t u  l.rn i l<l 
11 p chnrehu,; t n  s n i t  th e i r  pecul iar  idea�;  u t l t ers Legan t u  J cny 
the t ru e  chmch of  C'h ri :4. Tbey a , l w in i st erc, l that whi�h was 
sacred ( temple unl i 1w m·eK) , to the n nwurth.r ; and l.iefore long 
t hey cleri,;eJ all rna llner  , ,f wickcJ1 1e,s, aml t·ouirnt 1 l 1 'etl t o  
pcr,ecut,, t he :;errnnts of  G ot! , e1·en tu death ,  when l'erm itt ccl 
tu do ,;o by the p 1 1 1.crs t ha t  rule in  t he hcaYeus .  

'l'hn,; mat ters wc1 1t on,  growing worse eyerr year, 1mt i l  t he 
people were aga in  Ll i Yi 1 lcJ i n t o  two nation,;, � eph i t ,, ,  and 
Lau1:1 1 1 i tes  ( p .  5-ti ) ,  with th,, i r  1 1] , l  t ra 1 l it i on ,; an cl ways; wh ieh , 
as was na tural , 1 1 l t imat cly cuh1 1 i 1 1 ateJ i n  1\"ar, an <l sueh a 1rn r !  
FLll' �arngenes�, brntal i ty ,  :1 1 1 L l  ut t l.!r  dcYi l i shness, we do ubt i f  
i t  were eyer eq ualloJ i n  t h is su lfo1· i 1 1g \\'•.\rlt l .  D n t  i t. i s  not 
0 111 · proYi nce,  i n  t h is  art icle ,  t o  en t e r  in t 1 _1 h i,t 1 1ril':1l det a i ls . 
The law j,, onr sub.i ec-t , and of  t l i a t we ea 1 1  �ar l i t t le. If i t  
were po�siLle to  t·o iwei\'C of snc-h a contratl ic t iou ,  we � l 1ou l 1 l  
Eay that the  law l lf  au :Hchy reignc1 l  :;uprenw. ;'I ]  i!!hL  mall ,\ 
righ t , arnl the  more 11 1 1 1 1 1 e ro1 1s  La 1 1  an ' t es nlt i r na tel �· OYCl'l'01 1 1 e  
a m !  ann i h ilated the i r  Xe 1,l 1 i t e hret h rc�.  1\' e can we! ! cone-P i  Ye  
of t h e  nature of the law, tl miug the fierce ,t rn)!gle tha t  
J l l' < 'Cc,lc<l t l 1 i s  d i re c� l .1 1 1 1 i (y from ( i t l' l i µh t. n/Tunletl ·1 ,,1' 1 h i� 
1 1 : 1 t i 11 1 1 ' s  1 mw i u1 1� h i s tory; t l 1 C.)' were n 1 1  d 1 1 nbt frarne1 l ,  c' l l : l f ' 1 e1l 
a 1 1 1 l a 1 ! 1 J 1 i 1 1 i s( Pru1l f or t h e  b,1 1 1 e J-i t 1 1 1' the rich an cl t h e  ,s r rn 1 1g, 
a n , I  to t h u  i 1 1j 1 1 ry 1 1 f  t ho,1' in wh1 1,1 : ho,un 1 s  lrnrnt• 1 l n 1 1 1' l i nger
_ i ng sp:i rk 1 1f 1 ·igl 1 t co 1 1 " 1 1"""· '.l' l t e  h is tory nl' t h e  NPp l 1 i t 1 •, 
from ] ,cg-i nn ing  t n  eutl , fully ,i 1 1 st i ti P,  t h e  saying of  t l l l' w i e l) 
m a n ,  " l l i '-d 1 t t• 1 1 1 1 , 1 1 css cxa l t , • t l 1 a 1 1a ( i 1 1 1 1 , J , 1 1 L  s i n  i s a n · pr1 1ae l t  ( o  
a ny p , •opk. ' '  

-----------------

1l't•rc 1 1 0  1 • 1 1 1·.v i 1 1g, ,  1 1 1 1r �t ri ll·� .  1 1 1 1r t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l t s , nor 1·: l i nn•dn 1 1 1 � , 1 1 1 1 r  
;y i ng,. n 1 1 r  t h l' l"t s .  1 1 , • r  Y i 1 1 l 1' 1 w1 • ,  1 1 1 1 1 '  1 1 1 1 1 n l t r!<. F1 1 r  t l J I '  loYe n l' ::-.; .:,· i,:n si t , l 1 1wn  a 1 1 , l hr1 11 1 1] <� \' Pr t rou l , J ,, 1 1f any l, i l l l l . I f  
t _, 0" ( i \\'t • l t  i n  t h e  ] 1 cart � , , f  t l H · l "'" } ' le : t l 1 1 ,_r a l l  d ,•: i 1 l  j 1 1 ., ( ly 1 1 1 1c y , 1 1 1  a rc Y l 'x 1 1 , I  w i t h  y1 1 1 1 1 '�,• I I  nr t i l l: \\' 1 1 1 ' ! 1 ] ,  t l , i s  i,  1 1 1 1  1·. a 1· t o  
w i t h  a 1 1 1 1 t l i L'r :  t (• , 1 q , 1 . , t i ,  . o 1  w, 1s re 1 1 1 11 H· d ; 1 h l'y h : 1 , l  : i l l  t h i 1 1.�s 1 1 l 1 t a i 1 1  �a t i � l :u·t i 1 1 1 1 .  F i 1 1 1 I  _yo 1 1 rs,•l l 1 ·n1 p l 1 1y 1 1 1 ,,1 1 t  t ! t a t  w i l l  
i i i  col l t l l l > Jl t :  t h e\' \\' l ' I'" 1 1 1 1 t ' ,  t l l l' t · h i l , b-t • 1 1  1 1 1 ' ( ' h r i , t , :1 1 1 , l  i t L• i rs l, 1 • , • p  .,· 1 1 1 1 1 · 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 l  :u · t i l· e , a 1 1 , l  d 1 ' l  l ' 1 1 1 l  u pnn i t ,  1 1 t i s  w i l l  f ; , r, · , · 1 1 1 1 t  

I 

t o  t l 1 e k i n)-!1 l 1 1 1 1 , .1 1 f '  ( f od ( p . :, : ; r ; ,  :"1 I -L :,-J .i ) .  • I (  1 i:.1 •  l ,l' C I J  ,a ! , I :  l l l l ll' e l , ·0 1 1 1 ( ' t h 1 1 1 t i: l 1 t �. l t  i s  t l t l ·  J l l ' l '� 1 1 l l  o r  l' l t 1 1se 1 1  nr , · 1 1 ( ; , r , · ,· , l  
" l J appy a rc  t he  p<• 1 1 plt . : y · l 1 1 1  l t a l' e  1 1 1 1 h 1 , t 1 1 ry ;  :1 1 1 1 ]  t h rwe i , l l 1 • 1 1 n�s, 1 1 1 1 t  t l 1 c l i 1 1 :;y, i nd 1 1 " t r i n 1 1 s  ] 'c r"n 1 1 ,  w h o  i� , , y ,: r,·, nne 

� , {
happy_were ( l ie  Xcph i t e� of '  t l 1 i s l' ra , \\ ho�• ·  h i ., t o ry _ ,rn.� u 1 1 0  l,y de:,p : i i r. 
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