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minister, we thought, used cvery exertion to convert us, but we
were “Vallev-tun,”" and his elaquence tell upon our ears with but
little cffect.

At the close of the meeting, Mr. Parlis offered bis house for us
o preach in, whick was just what we wanted. We held a meet-
ing there in the evening, and the peeple scemed to come from all
directions, filling the house and yard, the ¢ reater portion of
whom had never before seen a “Mormon ” The spirit of the
Lord was with uz and we had an exeellent meeting.  After it
was over, quite a number stayed. They ansked many questions,
and appeared much pleased with our doctrines.

Wenextwentto Brother Lindsay’s where we 1nade our appoint-
ment. Here a Methodist preacher tried his utmost to prevent
the people from heaving uz, but it ended in our having a better
attendance than we had ever before in the same place.

And thus we are able to look with pleasure at the unfruitful
efforts of vur enemies to hinder the progress of God's work, for
when we returned to Deother Parks, we held more meetings,
and he, with his wife, und another man and his wife demanded
bLaptism, and a great many more seem to be strong believers,

tn our retorn to Lindsay's we babtized a young man, and
prospects for more are promising  We atarted back for Surry,
where we arrived Christmas eve, and found Elder Taylor and
the Saints feelit.g well.  Four bave been bantized in Surey since
1 have been herv and we expect to baptize quite a numbershovtly.
One family ewigrated Juring onr absence and more expect to
in the spring, while others are anaiously awaiting their deliver-
ance fromn Babvlon, The outlook is certainly eneouraging.

That heaven's richest blessings may rest upon you and all in
Ziom, i< the prayer of your humble brother in the gospel of Christ,

J. H. MoyLe.

PROSPECTS IN THE GERMAN MISSION, DISTRESS
AMONG THHE POOR.
;\L])l'lll ABRAM 1L CANNON, writing from Ludwies-

4 liaten. Switzerland, December 24th. 1879, says

“There s a great anount of labor to he done amongst the
German ]n::lp](’ in this land. In thiz little plece, which has not
bLeen apen to our Elders but o short time, there are 97 members
of the Chuarch, and 16 nore ]',f'rmns waiting tor the Rhine river
to open, so that they can be baptized. T am coufident that
betore very long, our Elders will be pemnitted to preach in all
parts of this land, and then there will be thousands upon thon-
sand~ whao will acceent the gospel.

“Tt is only within the last week or two that the Saints have had
singine in their meetings here, for fear of gathering a crowd, and
thu- brine ng the polie s dwn an them,

“1n Berlin, a per<on ean talk to an assembly as much as helikes
if he will remain =it ing, hat the inoment he arises and starts to
preach, he is urrested,  There iz 2o much fear of socixdisin—anid
well there need be—that every assembly is watched, and any
very lurge yathering is not permitted. We have to be very quiet
justat present, in trying to obtidin converts, and in teaching the
prineiples of the gospel.

“There iz a great amount of suthering among the poorer cluzses
here, as well s in England, and what many of them will do for
bread until another harvest, T do not know, The Elders are
always received very kindly by the Saints, wherever they go,
aml their wants supplicd, s far as the limited means of the
people will admit.”

PROGLRESS IN TITE VITHEINLA MISSION,
JL]H':]’\ M.F COWLEY. wiitine from Burk's Gaoeden,
4 Tazewell Cooo Vi, Decomlier G1st 1879, says:

“I huve been Jaborine in this part of the Viesinin Conference
with moderate suceess.  Baptistuz Lave been frequent, and «
number have enigrated, with prospects for more in the spring,
Prospeets in the mission. o tar as 1 know, are generaily

encouraging. We have received some oppasition from hiveling
priests; butitisall right. *The more they kick the mustard tree,
the more they scatter the secds.! Lot them kick.

“The weather here has been vemarkaldy warm for this season;
frequent rains, causing high water and muddy roads. We
¢xpeet a visit from Prest. John Morgan before long.  Hei s visit-
jng the branches of the Mission in the south, and will be heuartily
weleomed by the Saints and friends in this locality."
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THE LAWS OF TIHE NEPIIITES.

BY G. R.

THE NEPIITES UNDFR THE KINGS.

VELE first portion of the history of the Nephites, when they
were governed by kings, eovers almost exaetly one half of
their national existenc>. or {rom the time of the landing of the
colony on the coast of Chili to 709 years after the departure
of Lehi from Jerusalem. Of theliws Iy which the people were
governelduring this period, whick however we are told “‘were
exceeding ~trict’” (nage 153), (%) we have few details. for the
reaxon that the plates from which the greater portion of the
Book of Mormon which relites to this period was taken con-
tain the vecords of their prophets vather than the annals of
their kings.  With rezard to these king+, they of whase lives
we have any particulars (viz : Nephi, the first king, and
Mosiah L., Bepjamin and Mosiah [1., the three last) were emi-
nently virtuous, just and merciful men. whe reigned as all mon-
archs should, but few do—with an cye single to the good of
their subjects.  OFf their kings in general the jprophet Jarowm
ineidentally remarks, aliout 400 ycars before Christ, “Ouor
kings and our leaders were mighty weun in the faith of the
Lord: and they taught the people the ways of the Lord'
i{p. 153); indeed, we recolicet ne intimation, in any part of the
sacred record, of tyranny on the part of those who reigned
over the wain hody of the nation: the government may, we
think, be justly considered to approximaute nearest to a limited
monarchy, in which, as in aneient Lsrael, the prophet often
exercised mare power than the king. Though this he true
of the central government, 1t unfortunately cannot be so stated
of the eolony who returned 1o the land of Nephi in the days'of
King Bepjumin;  that people suffered Leyond  deseription
trom the tyranny and wickeduoess, and the consequences result-
ine therelrom, of their sceond kine, Noal, the murderer of the
servants of the true and Bving God.

Of the lite and chamacter ol the first king of the Nephites,
the father of Iis peaple. Nephi. the son of Leli, we need say
nothing lieve,  Tlistory affords no hetter model of the trne
prince. So thoneht his people, and they, to retain in remem-
Diriuee hisnane. awd toperpetaate the recolleetion of his virtues.
called his suceessors. secomw] Nephic thinl Nephi cte., no
matter what their oviginal name might hiave Leen (p. 129).
Thus. with this people every king was a Neplii, as in aucient
Fyvept every raler was Phariali; and in Rome every Emperar,
for a lons period, was a Ciesar,

The vight ol ehoosing hissuccessor appears to luve heen vested
inthe rdgning sovereign, When Nepli hecane old and saw that,
hie tntst ~oon die, ““he anointedaman to e a Kingand arnlerover
Lis people’™ vp. 12090 King Bengnnin chose his =on Mosiali to
veten inhisstead, and then gathered the peaple tareceive hislast
charee and ratify lis scleetion. Mosiah gave the people yvet
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greater liberty. and instead of nominating lis successor directed
them to make their own choice. The people highly appreciated
thix act of grace onthe part b’ their beloved King, and selected
Aaron his s We are not informed, by the saered historian,
why the peopde wade choice of Xaron, in preference to
Ammon, whose wame alvays ovcupies the tirst plaee when the
sons of Mosiah wre mentioned, and eomsequently may he sup-
posed to be the eldest of the family.  Aaron, whese beart was
set npon the salvation of' the Linnanites, declined the kingly
authority. when Mosialr very wisely advised his subjects not to
seleet another to fill the throne, lest it give rise, in the future, to
Dloodshed and contention, hut to eleet judges to be their rulers,
instead of Kines. which proposition they accepted with great joy.

With regard to the Nephite laws in the days of the kings
and the wanner of their exceution. we can learn most frow
the parting addresses of Kines Benjamin and Mosiak IL to their
subjects.  Weare frequently told by the sacred writers, from
Nephi, the tounder. to Nephi. the diseiple, that the people
obzerved the law of Moses (p. To9, 135, 153, 162, 192, 193,
320, 527, 356 and elsewhere), madified, we judge, n sowe of
its details to suit the altered circumstinees of the Nephites
from tho=e of their brethren i the land of Palestine.  As an
instance we draw attention to the faet that, as there were none
of the trihe o Levi in the colony that accompanied Lehi from
Judea, the priestly office must necessarily have been filled and
the required =aerifices and hurned vfferings oftered (p. 162) by
come of the members of the tribes who were with them.
Nephi (doubtless Dy the divection of the Lord) appointed his
brothers Jacob aud Joseph to be the priests for the people,
they being of the tribe of Manassch, and the care of the sacred
records remained with the descendants of the fisst named for
several generations.  The wembers of the various ovders of
the priesthood when not actually engaged in the work of the
ministry. in the duties of the temple, orthe service of the sane-
tuary were required to labar tor theiv own support, that they
mig]‘xt not prove hurdensome to the peaple (p. 202, 223, 235,
236, eted. L\ mereiful provision wis, however, made for the sus-
tenanee of wembers of the priesthiood in cuses of sickuess or

a)ebd \.

when inmueh want (p. 225

Though the Taws were striet, they were mercitully and equit-
ably administered. which cave much greater stability to the
E‘_‘U\"(‘l'llllll“l)f and respeet for the law than if they had heen
innsvl\' adjdzed, and with partdality towards classes or person-,
It tyens Tyt wisely ahserved that 1t i ot the severity of the
Law It the streness of the panishient that deters the evil
doer. and in this vespeet the Nephite nation had canse tor
thankflnes~. AL men were adike helore the Taws there were
no privilesed clsses as i LRomes o in feudad Earope in later

vers, Mosinh siys. whosoeyver has compaitted inignicy, him

Lave b pmished aecarding to the Taw which has heen given (o

e Ly o Bathers™ e 2500,

From the eharge ol Kine Benjamin to his son Mosiali we
Jestrn that slasery was Forhidden po b AL the inhaditants
ol the continent heing ol the honse of Taeacl, they eould not
chaerve the low of Moees el enslave their hrechen,

Marder, vobherye et wdwtery and other sexual aboming
o were pomishied by e low ope 10, as alsos was Tyving or
Dearing false wit ness,

Momnon ~tite= it in King Benjaoninsday s the fidse Clivists,
p-Uresrs VMIRINE "plllli-]nml aceording to their erties,” (e 1) Jint
we e not informed 30 these ertunes consisted i false persona-
tion, etee. or in fomenting. aiding o abe tine greason anl
yehellion, se wis albiost amiversally the Tuhic of those who
apostatized ron the wospel ml sonsht to establish Talse relic.

tong in its place.  Ning Benjammin also states that he had not
permitted the people to be confined in dungeons (. 164); but we
are nneertyin whether to infer from this remark that the king
intended his hearers to nnderstand that he had not done this,
as =0 wany tyrants do, without cause and without trial, o that
some other more effectual uieans had heen found of punishing
those tranzgressors not deemed worthy of death.  We ineling
to the former opinion.

When the Nephite kingdom was first established the people
were o0 few that they conld not possibly sustain the expenses
incidental to royalty.  Thus it became the rule for the kings
to sustain themselves. This unique, though most excellent
custom continued as long as the monarchy lasted, even when
the nation hiad grown rich and numerous.  Ning Denjamin
reminds his subjects that he had labored with his own hands
that they might not be “‘laden with taxes™ (p. 164). OF Mosiah,
his successor, it 13 written (n. 232) that *‘he had not exacted
viches" of the people and that “‘he had granted wnto his peo-
ple that they should he delivered from all manner of hondage.”’

We must not forget that, in connection with the eivil law, the
law of the gospel was alinost nnceasingly proclaimed during the
whole period of the monarchy.  Varvions false (‘hrists and false
prophets had arisen at diflerent times, but the power of the
priesthood had remained, ministering in holy things, rebuking
iniquity and aiding in the suppression of vice. The kings of
the Nephites, as we before observed, were. as a rule. men ot
God, holding the priesthood, and were often prophets aml
seers as well as temporal rulers. To this happy circumstance
we must attribute greatly the peace and goud order that so
generally prevailed, the respeet for the law that was so wide-
spread, the large amount of' liberty aceorded to the people amd
the few abuxes they made of that freedom. To use the idea
of the prepliet Joseph Swith, for long years, they were taught
correct prineiples, and they (to a great extent) governed them-
selves,

In the course of the centuries. ax the people tucreased and
spread far and wide over the land. they appear to have intro-
duced local customs to suit their differing cirenmstances, or in
some eases their whims and notions, Thus, until King Mosiah
I'L established wniformity by law. pearly every generation il

. cach section of the country had its own moneys, weights.

measures, ete., whicelt were altered brom time to time according
to the minds and circumstances of the people (p. 2631, This
custom naturally cansed coufusion, annovance and distrust,
and to ohviate these, and possibly greater evils, Moziah consented
to “newly wrange the affuirs of this people’ (o 22000 and, i
we iy so express it to codily the law. This eode hecame the
constitution ot” the nation under the rule ot the judees, which
limited the powers of the eficials and coantee ] the viehes off
the people. Sweknowledeed by the
people™ (. 2530, wherenpon the historian remarks, “therefore
they were obliged to abide by the Tows which he had madis?
tpe 2aac 250 And Bran that thine they becinne supreme

Tt is stated in another place that this

‘

This compilation was

throuehont the nation,
climge was na le by the diveet command ol dehovali.,
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NEEP pusliing! "ns wiser than sitting aside.

A i strbiing and watehing aud waiting che vide,
T life"s cavnest Dattle they only prevail,

Whae abatly wmarveh onward and never say il
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A voptented mind is & continual feast.






