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T H E  LA\VS O F  T H E  X E P H I T E :·-L 

BY t i .  R .  

IF the existence of wise, just and l i beral law.,, admi 11i,t ered 
in righ teousness, be the rule br which we cau j udge of the 

true  greatness of a nat ion and of the happiness and prosperity 
of its  citizens, then the �ephites were a far happier and

.
m ore 

prosperous peopl e than were their cotcmporaries ou the eastern 
cont inent. If this be not  so , theu we have  not read hi,tory 
aright. 

The Nephite nation was co-ex is tent  wi th the great Roman 
power that for so long triumphed over and crushed the 
surrounding people i n  Europe,  Asia and Africa. True , Ronic 
was founded more than  a cen tury before Lehi l eft J erusalem , (*)  
bnt at the t ime of his exodus i ts growing power had scarce 
ly begun to  be fel t  outside ofl taly. At the t ime  that ;.\Ioroni ' �  
record closeci ,  the N ephitcR, as a nation , had become extinct,  and 
t h e  glory of  the m i stress of the world was rapidly fading away. 
Rome had been sacked by barbarians, the empire bad becu 
divide<l into two goYernments,  the l egs of Nebuchadnezz ar' s 
great  image were forming; people and nat ions were rebelling and 
th rowing off the iron yoke, and the idcn of uniYersal empire had 
become a th ing uf the past . . (t)  Bnt  how d iffere 1 1 t  the theory 
and �cniu, of the two nations! The .N ephi t e  rnlers governed 
by the power of j ust l aws, the Romans by the might of the 
unsheathed sword . •  \.rnongst the former, every man was a free 
man, with bis rights as a cit izen guaranteed and pro tected by 
,inst Ja,,s. Amongst th e latter,  few could as�ert ,  as did the . \.post.le 
Paul ,  "Civis Rornanu� Sum"-l am a Ti oman cit izen .  The 
vast m ajority of the mil l iou-i who formed i ts  people were 
either abject a l l ies ,  vanquished e n e m ies nr ll egrad� · l  slaves. ( t.) 
Xeitbcr of these had  mauy rigl 1 ts that the  lloman citizen fe l t  
himsel f called upon  to  respect . . m We arc apt  to  be awed l,y 
the grand m i l i tary exploits of the Homan general s ,  a ml to be 
dazzled wit.h the magnificence in art an d arch itcdurc of lfornc ,  
but we  m ust rec01 lect 'tlia t  the  h istory of that  c i ty i .� the h istu ry 
of tyranny. Its power, d uring the grJater portion of i t s  c0n 
t innancc, was i n  the haml� of the few ,  who 11 ,ed it for the 
int erest of their clas�. The m asses o f  the p:Jpulation ware thtJ 
subjects of oppression and violence. 

No language could so well describe the spir it  of l:,on1 .rn 
aggrand izement a� that nserl by the 1 ' ruphct D.rniel when 
i nterpreting to  the Babylonisb k ing the import of' the 
terrible image he had seen i n  h i s  d ream. These arc his 
words: "And the fourtl1 kingdom �ha l l  be strong as iron : for
asmuch as iron breake th i n  pieces and subdue th  ,1 ll thing, :  aml 
as iron that brcaketh al l thBsc, sha l l  it break in pieces aml 
lirui �e. " (Daniel i i .  40. ) And thus 1l id Rome rule the eastern 
world as with a rorl of  iron. "\\' e uccd not refer t o  the other 
nation� th at cxistc,1 on  the eastern conti nent,  for the people 
that ltomc nei ther conq uered nor ,!e,t roycd were barlJarian s ,  
who, <luring the existence of' the Ncph i te � ,  f i l l ed  bu t a smal l 
page i n  t h e  worl<l ' s  h i R tory. 

'fhesc fact� arc presen ted a� wort hy of  tl i c  con,i , lcra t ion  < J f  
all whu stu<ly the  Roeial an , l  pol i t ical cond i t i on  of t he  gre a t  

and  highly-favored people who  flourished on · this continent for 
so many centnri e, ;  and we imagine the student cannot fail 

to be iru pre ssed wi th the thought that they were at l east a 
tho m:rnd  years in advance of their fellow men in t.he science 
of trne government ;  and in the ir  pol ity find a type of the 
most adv anced and most liberal forms of governm�nt of  the 
present age. That th is should be so ,  wil l  not  surprise us 
when we consider that they were a branch of the house 
of I srael , a people who enjoyed more polit ical l iberty (until  
their own follies had cut them off therefrom) than any of  the 
other nations of  antiquity. and that to the · 1 aw of l\Ioses 
they h arl added the divine teachings of  the everlasting go,u)el ,  
which i n  themselves arc a perfect law of l iberty. Further, i t  is  a 
noteworthy fact, which stares us in the face from the beginning 
to the end of the Book of l\ formon, that wl1en the people 
departed from the p;o�pel pri nciple,, i t  was there and then 
only that -they foll into bondage, ol ' whatever nature that 
bondage mig h t  be . 

The political history o f  the N" eph ites m 1y be consi�t cntly 
divirlecl i n t o  five e pochs : 

F irst. When they were governed by king�. 
Second.  The  republic when they were rnlcil by judges an<l 

governors. 
Third. A short p�riod of anarchy wh en they divi<led i n to 

nurnercns inrlependent  t ribes. 
Fourth . The �hssianic <l i ,p<m •mtion.  whcu they were con

t rol led ent irelv by th e h igher l aw of the holy priesthood. 
F ifth .  The chaotic state of internici nc  war which preceded 

their final extinction a s  a nation and as a race. 
( J; , /,,, C'nn ti, 1 1: , . l. ) 

--··-·----

B O ILING B R O T H  I :N"  T H E  

H I G I-T BH. A )J D E S .  

IX Byam ' s  ""\Y.1 11clcrings i n  Ch ili a 11 1 l  l 'tJm , "  w e  firnl t he 
ful l < >wing remarkable i llnstr� t iun of one of t.hc wel l - known 

laws of heat : -' 'Fccl ing nry cold ,  we detcl'miuetl to make 
some soup  t o  w,mn ns, :,nd ,1s we ha ,! plcnt�· of mc:it and onion� , 
we cnt them np ,  put  them in tu  a sa nc�pan with salt. an<l Cayenne 
1 1 c 1 , pcr, and set. them O i l  to  bL, i l .  I on ly rcl:ttc this for the 
i 1 1fo rmat.io 11 of those who have 1 1ot hccu to great  heights,  those 
who wish to  go there,  a n rl al�o of  those who ,  perchance, may 
bcl icn! that liu i l i 1 1 g  nm,t lie t h e  s:unc th i n g  a l l  over the worl , 1 .  
.\.ftcr 0 1 1 1· �onp had  l,nblile,l n,w,1y i n  the l l l u,t ortilodox style 
for more than  two hours, we naturaJ l.v concluJed that  our 
'boui l lon '  ,rns rc,,, ly a nrl t h e  1 J 1eat  pcrfoetl.v , l rrnc , especial ly a s  
t.h c la�t h:vl been  ent  i 1 1 t o  rather  s 1 1 1 ,t l l  pie�es; bu t , to our 1-(l'Cat 
s n rprisc, we fo 1 1 1 1rl the 11· .t ! e r  :tl m o.,t colul' lcs,, and the rnca t. 
ahnn�t as raw as when it wa, f irst pu t  i n t o  the pot .  O ne of  
the  l l l i ner:; t , 1 l 1 )  1 1 ,  i t  w,t, 1 1 1" 1 1 < > 1 1 �c t ry in ,!.( to l io i l  a nyt,h i ng, a ,  
nn th i n'i  cn 1 1 l 1 l  !Jc co : ikc •d hy  w.1 Ll, r  O i l  the  t o p  o f  that 1 1 1on r 1 -
t .a i n ;  1 : ,r, al t lion�h the  w.ttcr hnbble, I aw. 1 ,r very 1:i, ( ,  ( he  heat  
was n , , t g rca.t c 1 1 1 1 1 1gh tu  h i i i  a put a t o .  

"J\ t. g l'l' :l t :tl l i t u t l , !s t h e  w.t lc 1· l i llgi n ,  l o  IJ1J i l  l o ng  lw fore i t  
a r r i , , •s a t  t h e  heat. o l ' � I �  d , ig, u l ' Fahrenhei t . a n d  n,s wa ter  ean -
1 1 1 1 t  gt'! hut l c! r  t h :1 1 1  J i , , i l i u ,!.( pu i 1 1 t ,  ex�cpt  li,v t h e comprc8sio ll of 

*-The g1 • 1 1 crnl l y  a4 • 1 • <• p t 1 • 1 l  , l a t ,! t� , r  t lw r, , u 1 1 d a 1 i on  of  Hn 1 1 1 1 ·  ; �  i.;a ,  H. r .  
f h , l  s1 ca 1 1 1 ,  n ut l i \ 1 1 .� c • , 1 1 1  b1.: cnuke , 1  1 1 1 1 l c�� �nn1e �afc u1ea 1 1s of t-Thc <'a-.( , • rn a 1 1d  w1• .. 1 1 • 1· 1 1  1 • 1 1 1 p l n·"I wer 1 •  d i \• i d 1 •d .\ . I • . :m.i. A l a ri , · , t l w  

, : . , 1 1 , , , ;u:k• · • I 1 (, . , . , , ,  ,\ . 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 . l l r i t a i u  i , r.,k• • a w a y  from 1 1 1 1 • cu, p i ,·, ·  .\ . P .  c •onl i 1 1 i 1w thc stcan 1  l 11 • a • l up tc. J .  I saw , l i rcd,ly how t h e rn:Ltler 
,I I <. < , au l ,  f:pa i 1 1  :t H < I  ,\ fr i < :a w , , ,... "'"" afl • · rwa , · , l s  1 . , , 1 , lay, :rnd� s t i , · k i ug  t h e  J i , 1  t ig-h t  on t.he  pa n ,  rna,le it _fa�t w i t. I i  

:-1 , . i- i , · i ly  , t lun", goad , • , !  h y  i l l  l rcal n" '" I ,  t h i , , l ,v • · • n· l ," 1 1 , ·d .  T lw l r  " ""'Y 
h ca \'.I' l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1� o l '  si l ver < >J'e  t h a t, ll' C l'e lyi n ,!!; ah 1J 1 1 t, : 1 tt,ach 1 1 1g thc 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 lwr1.•d 100,000 { B. f '. 1 :l l - t :12). 

f 1 1 I �I I  \\' a ... no l l lll 'OII I I I I I I I I  t ld 1 1L(' !"ctr a l ! o 1 1 nan  1 •0 1 1 , 1 1 1  1 1 1  ord , • r  1 1 1 1 '  1 1 1n�i'l l l 'Ul 1 • t 1 1  t l 1 1 !  l t :1 1 1 t l l l � ,  : 1 1 1 , I  p n t t i 1 1 .� o t h e 1·;-; l ) T I  t l i ,:) t .u p () a . 11 a very 
of. :rn n l l i t•1l 1 o w 11 In 1 1 1 • l l ogi.i:l�d f o r  1-1 1 1 1 1w l ri ll l 1 1 �  o f f i · 1 1 .--1 1 • ,  .\ H l l ' fl ' l ' i 1 L1,1• 1 1 ,  �h o l' t ti u i c t he :,;te ;t l l l  go t  u p, n 1 1 d , th 1 >1 1gh i t.  1 1 1 �1 le t h e  l i d  .i n 1 1 1 p  
JH\.'\�i 1 1 µ;  t l i rongh \' 1 · 1 1a.'lia , hml  n fn•c )W il.'1 : & 1 1 1 w ) a i pp1 1d l o  c l t •at h fi • r  j t ' !-◄ l i 1 1 g l y  a l i t  t i t ! , I 1 n :1 1 1 :t.�l.! 1 l  t 1 1  get : i  �0 1 1 ( 1 h ru t h ,  tu the  great ,  Hll l' { ) t· isc or 
a.1o1 k i u� ! he i · i l i 1., · 1 1 'M .._J :n· • ·� i i' t l i t •)· w,•rP c:nry i 1 1�  a d , •a1l hnd y 1 11 1 1 1 1 •  l i l l l ' f' 0 1 1  

] 1 ·  I " 
t h e  1 1 1 i 1 1 c rs ,  wh , , cu 1 1 ld 1 1 u t  cu 1 1cc ivn w 1 a l  - was a iou t .  1'-- · 

•
,- rP

< h(') r  ,l ,ou ld , • rs, 
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