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The patriarch , Israel, l ived to bless nis children, and to 
receil'e knowledge of the future destini es of the sons of 
J oseph. The history of his descendants, Lehi ,  Vlban , Nephi 
and those who left Jerusalem in the days of Zedekiah , con
t inues the story of Joseph and his descendants upon this 
continent; and the future dest iny of Israel is being developed 
in these days, in  the midst of the nat ions ,  by the L1tter-day 
Saints. 

------•-· ----------

T H E  Z O H A  l\f I T E S .  

Bi" G. R.  

the week; i ndeed, i t  was a port ion of their creed that their s�·na
gogues were the only places in which it was bwful to t alk or 
think of rel igious matter�. 

Their ceremonies were as absurd as the ir creed. In the 
center of each of their synagogues was erected a holy stand, 
01· pulpit ,  called ramcumptom , which stood high above the 
congregat ion. From the sl ight description given , we judge i t  
t o  have been somewhat P)Tamidal in form , the top being only 
large enough for one person to stand upon. Each worshiper 
mounted to  the top, st retched out his hands towards hca,cn , 
a nd,  in a loud voice, repeated their set form of worship.  
Ha,ing done this ,  he descended, and another took his place, 
and so on ,  u ntil all who desired to go through the mummery 

I
x. t he n_1rio11s apostasic:, p�1iial or tot�! ,  t hat from tim_c �o had satisfied their conscience or gratified their pride. 

t nnc d isgraced the �eplutcs , there 1s  one charactcnst ic The t id ings of this defection having reached Alma, he 
feature that seems uniYersal to t hem all ,  howc,cr much they selected several of the leading members of the priesthood, and 
may ha,c differed on ot her points. At one time we find false as soon as possible proceeded to  the land Ant ionum , where 
t eachers ad,ocating doctrines nearly allied to Armenianism , the  Zoramitcs had gathered. Those who accompanied him 
while a t  another the dogma of predest ination and election is were his two younger sons, three of the sons of King l\Iosiah, 
\' igorously promulgated. Other vagaries, which ha,e since Amulck and Zcczrom. To his anxiety to bring these d issenters 
had their couut.crparts in the  fallacies of the self-styled Chris- back from the en-or of t heir ways, and to avert hca,·en ' s 
t ian churches of modern Babylon, were also zealously adrn- righteous wrath from falling u pon them, was added the fear 
catcd at different periods of this people 's  history. But the that if they remained in their wickedness they would affiliate 
grand lfotiugnisL ing heresy pecul iar to them all was the with the Lamanites and bring t rouble upon their  more faithful 
denial of the coming of the Sa,ior in  the flesh , and of t he fellow Nephitcs hy urging the renewal of hostil ities. 
necessity of Ilis atonement for t he sins of the world.  This The country which Zoram had chosen for the gathering 
was the CYil ore ' s  f<t rong point in his effort s to mislead the place of his followers rendered such a mo,emcnt easy. It lay 
ancient Xephitcs. Let him hu t persuade any people to  reject to  the cast of ½arahcmla ( the Ncphi te capital ) ,  and was 
th is ,  the foundation of the gospel �heme ,  and little li e cares bordered on the north by the land of Jcrshon, from whence 
what. else they Lcl icvc or disbelie,c; for when this fundamental it stretched down to the great i'Outhern wilderness, which was 
t ru th  is rejected their spiritual cnsla.cmcnt is secured. full of Lama1 1 i tcs. 

One of t he rno�t flagrant a u rl pernicious of thc,:c apn,tasicf< On the arrival of Alma and his fellow-laborers at the scat 
1 <,ok plat'c in the days when Alma ,  the younger, was the pre- of thi;; apostasy they at once commenced their ministration�. 
�iding high priest i n  the Xephi t c  church. l'nder the leader- They taught in the synagogues; they preached in the streets ; 
,hip of a m an named ½uram,  a f<cct arose, whose members t hey ,i�itcd the people from house t o  house ,  using every J)0S-
claim<.:d tu be a cho,en and holy peopl e, separate from their sible effort t o  bring thc!<c misguided dis�cntcrs to an undcr-
fclluw-mc1 1 ,  a 1 1 rl elected uf C od to eternal salrntion,  wh ile standing of their perilous condit ion. To these labors we arc 
al l around  were prcdc�t incd t o  he ca.,t duwn to  hell . Th i,: 

indebted for 1<omc of the  plainest a ll ll most powerful gos)Jcl 
a t roeiou, c-n·e1l ua tural ly resul ted in its adherents and ad,o- t cachinl!S contained in  the llook of Mormon, which will well 
<-ates l ,c ing 1 , 11 ffed u p in Yanity and consumed with )Hide. repay o ur J)Cru�al , though we cannot give them in their 
They l1ccan'.c haughty, :rncharitahlc, t)TaJrnical ,  and opprcs- entirety here. Suffice it to say, that many of the poor and 
�nrs of t l 1c 1r  poorer neighbor:;. They covered their bodies h umble, those ,rho were opprcssccl , abused and t rodden down 
w! th  the fine,t apparel ,  and profusely adorned their persons hy their false priests and unrighteous rulers, as  well as by the 
w1 1h eo,tly ornament:< of gold and  jewels. In their aJTorrancc wealthier portion of the community, rccciYcd the words of 
an,] �clf- ri/!htcou -_nc:;, t h ey l ,ecamc the ) 'ha risccs of their age �alvat ion, while the majority rc,i cctccl i t  with contemptuous 
a u 1l c11 un t ry;  but 111 other pl i a,c� of i u iq u i ty  t hey far cxcccJcd scorn. Some of the m i ssionaries were maltreated. Sh iblon,  
t heir (·ouu t erpa rt s  in the l l "ly Laud .  'l'hey 1 ,owcd down to the son of Alma ,  was imprisoned aud st oned for the t ru th ' s  
i c l ok t lwy tlcnie . J  t h e  com in/! of Chri, t ;  the,· declared t h e  sake, whilst others fared b u t  l i ttl e better. U nfortunately t h e  
doet r ine , , f  t he at < >ncmc1 1 t  t o  b e  a foolish t ra,ii t iflnj  and,  l ike  work of God was  retarded by the misconduct of Corianton, 
many . ,f t he  ,eels of Chr i,tcml,,m , they mi"intcrprctcd t l i e the  brother of Shiblon, wh o deserted his  ministerial dut ies 
t c:11 · h i 1 1�, ,,f 1 1 < >1�· �f'ript ur c  wi th rc!!'anl to t l ic l ,ci n rr  of r: nrJ for the com pany of a harlot .  This folly cau�cd Alma great 
The i r  , l , 'l'la ra t i ,m ,,f fa i t l 1  was: " l l o ly, h oly G o,l ; ;,e l ,cl icv� Horrow, as i t  gare the ungodly a pretext fur reject ing the 
t hat t hou  art  G ,_ . . � , aw l  we l ,c l ic rc t h at thou art J ioly, a nrl that  gospel ,  of which they were not slow to a vail  thcmsch-cs. 
t hon wa,t a > J > lr ! I ,  a 1 1 1 I  t ha t  t l um art a � J • i r i t  and t l i at  t lwu \\'hen Alm a  and his associates ha rl clone al l  the  good thry 
wi l t  l,e :i �p i 1it  l i J rcrer. · '  T lw\' were i d , , latcr:an,] 1 ' n i tari an , ,  1lecmcd 11os"iLlc they witliJrcw to the neighboring land of  
l ' rt•,l,y tena1 1, a 1 1 . J l 'hari,, ·c" ,  wit h a c-rm fusion of  �crcral ot her ,J cr�hon.  �o �ooncr had they left than the  more craft.I' t ,f 
t l 1 i 1 1 !!' , ,  al l  t l l < Jron_!!l , ly  1 1 , i n !!'lc , I  ani l  i u ixc,l t ogct l ,cr .  the Zuramitcs ,leri�crl a plan to  tl iscorcr the feel ings c,f the 

Th i,  ,t ran!!'c 1 1 1 , :, l l r•y of i dea., ,c-a,·c 1,i rth 10 c·r,rrc,pr,wl i n i;- comm un ity. They gathered the people toge! h e r  throughout 
Ya !!'ari1• ... of wor-l 1 1 p. '11 1 1 •.r left r ,ff 1 ,rayin ,!! ;  J ,c iu� c-h<J�cn t h e  Ian,] and con,mlted with them concern ing that which tl1c�• 
and  dcct1· 0 I t o  l ,c I ; , , , ) ' ,  J , . , J_r d 1 i l ,l rcn ,  they had 1 10 uccd c,f had heard. In thi� way t hey d i scoYercd who favored the t ru t h  
1 ,ray<.:r. I l iwc a WC'<.:k th , ·r a .,-cml ,k•d i n  their  �yua_!!o!!'uc, an,] and who rcject c,l i t .  F i n rl i ng t hat t he poor and u 1 1 influcntial  
''.·ent t hr,_, 1 1i.d1 an cuq:t-" f. ,rn, ,  wh i r·h wa, a l i t t l e  J •rayf'r, a were t hose ,rho had rccci ,·cd i t ,  they resorted to�pcrsccut ion 
l i t  t i� J 1 ra 1,c a 1 1 , l e<11L - 1dcral ,l._. �1· l f-glorili 1 ·a t ion .  l lar i ,w done an , !  plunder. 'fhcy dro,·c the JJclicrcrs from their  homes an,! 

7,� 
t h i, ,  t lwy nc,·cr 1 1 1 ,· 1 1 t i , ,ned I : o, l  or h ,, l_r t l , i ng, ��ain t h rot�gho n t  o u t  uf  t h e  land.  l\Io,t uf tho,;c expat riated fo r  t h e  gospel ' s  JI., 
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sake fled' to the land of J crshon,  whither the  priesthood had 
preceded them. 

The land of J crshon was inhabit ed by a colony of Larnanites, 
who, a few years previously, ha,! accepted tho gospel when 
carried t o  them by Ammon and the other sons of .i.\Iosial1 . 
They al�o had left home aud country for t h e  tru th 's  sake, 
and now, that others were suffering from tho same cause, 
they received them with open arms. They fed and clot.hod 
those who needed such help, and gave them lands whereon 
they might build up new homes. 

When the wicked Zoramites heard of the kind reception 
their inj ured fellow-ci t izens had  received in Jershon they 
were greatly angered. They were not content to spoil them 
themselves, but they wanted to make them fugi t ives and 
vagabonds on the face of the whole earl h. Their leader, a very 
wicked man, sent messages to the Ammonites, as the people 
of ,Jershon were cal led ,  desiring them to expel the refugees,  
adding many threats of what would follow, should b is cNel 
demand not be complied with. But the Ammonites were a 
brave people;  they had already suffered unto death for the 
cause of God a nd they were not of the stamp to desert. their 
affiic ted breth ren. Rather than do so , t.hey would again forsake 
their homes and find in some other region a land of  peace. 
For we must remind our readers that the Ammonites had 
entered into covenant with God never again to bend the bow 
or draw the sword to t ake human l ife. They, therefore ,  with
drew to the land of :\Ielek, whilst the armies of the Nepbites 
occupied the land of J ershon. 

The cause which led the Nepbite armies to occupy Jersbon 
was that the Zoramites finding that their haughty and unjust 
demands would not be com plied with, had excited the  
Lamanites to  invade the  territory of the Ncpbite�. The  
Lamanitc forces, which were commanded almost entirely by 
Nephite apostates, on account  of their fierce hatred to their 
former associates, marched first into the  land of Antionum. 
Here they were joined by the Z.oramitc�, when the whole of 
the invading host�, under the command of a d issenter named 
Zarahemnah , advanced northward towards the land of ,Jer
shon. 

'fhis was a day of pc1 i l  for thP. N eph i tes. Thei1· enemies were 
much more numerous than they, and filled with a spirit of 
savage bloodthirstiness wh ich was especially d i rected against 
those who were of  the i r  own rnce and ki ndred who harl 
bower] in  obedience t o  heav en ' s  commands. At t h is j unclure 
the Lord rai�cd 0 11 one of the /!reatest heroes ever born on 
American soi l .  Not on ly a mi l i tary leader, lmt a prie�t and 
proph et ,  and by his i u�pira t i on  and d evoted courage the 
Ncnhitcs were for m any years led to un in terrupted victory. 
Sueh was :\Toron i ,  who now, though hut twenty-fi ve yea rs o l rl , 
took the  ch ief  com mand of the arm ies of h is  na t i on .  

Though t h e  forces of  t he La 11 1 a 1 1 i tcs were much more 
nu mcrou� ,  al l  o ther a,h·an tagc� were on the si ,lc of  the i r  foes. 
The d isc i pl ine  of  the �cph ites was be t t er by far; the bod ies of 
the i r  soldiers were protected l iy armor ,  breas t pla te� ,  he lmet� , 
shicl <l � ,  etc . , a 111l they were fight i ng  fo r the  �acrcd cause of' 
their  religion an , )  the i r  cou rr t ry,  the i r  al t ars and their  l ircsid es ,  
the ir  wives a 1Hl t he ir  l i t t le one?. l ns ( J i rcd with a reafomt ion 
of the j u�tness of  t h e ir  cause anti the  extremi ty  or  the i r  
ci rcum�tanco�, they fonght  w i th  a courage an < I  a dc�pcrat ion 
never before exceeded i n  their anna l�. 

The Laman i t es  01 1  t he  ot her  l 1 and  had 1 10 such holy impu lses 
to ner\'o the i r  arms for tho combat. They were t he ai:gres
sors , they were ha8t ing to 8hc<l t h e  lilood of t h e i r  brethren . 
InHanc and infernal ha t rc,l a lone,  i 1 1�pi wd them for the  war-

r:P 
';\0&;----

fare. Besides, they were ill prepared to meet the Nephites 
with such a tactician and disciplinarian a s  Moroni for their 
commander-in-chief. The descemlan t s  of Laman were > imply 
armed with swords and cimeters, bows and arrows, slings and 
stones. Their bodies were n aked with the exception of a. 
skin wrapped about their loins. The Zoramites  and other 
dissenters from the Nephites were better clothed ; in  dress 
following the fashions of the people from whence they sprang. 

The Lamanites, findiug that l\Ior0ni was too wel l prepared 
for their a tt ack on the land of Jershon, retired through 
Antionum into the  wilderness, where they changed cl i rection 
and m arched towards the headwaters of the River Sidon , with 
the intention of taking possession o t' the Land of 1'fan t i ,  
which was situated aloug the u pper waters of  that stream . 
But Moroni was too watchful to allow bis enemies to sl ip 
away without k nowing what had become of them. He had 
his spies watch the move�cnts of Zarahemnah ' s  forces,  and,  
i n  the meanwhile , sent  to  Alma ,  the chief High Priest., to  
enquire the mind and wi l l  of the Lord wi th regard to his 
future course. The word of the Lord was given to Alma, and 
be informed .l\Ioroni' s messengers of the movements of the 
Lamanites. The young general , w i th becoming prudence , 
then divided b is army, one corps he left to protect J ersbon,  
and with the remainder he adva1ced by rapid marches towards 
Manti, by the most direct route. On his arrival he at once 
mustered all the men who could bear arms, in to  his armies, 
to help in the defense of' their rights and their l iberties aga inst 
the advancing foe. So rapid bad been bis movements and 
so  prom pt bad been the re�ponse to h i s  cal l s  that  when the 
Lamanites reached the neig-hborhood of the Sidon he was 
prepared for their coming. 

The battle that was fought when the oppoRing armies met 
was one of the most stubborn and bloody in Neph ite history. 
Never from the beginning had the Lamanites been known to  
fight with such exeeediag great  strength and courage. Time 
after t ime their hosts rushed u pon the wel l  ordered ranks of 
the Nephites, and notwithstanding the latter ' s  armor they 
clove in their heads and cut off their arms. But the cost of 
these charges to their  own numbers was t errible. The  batt le 
began at  a hil l  cal led Hiplah ,  and afterwards ext ender! to botli 
banks of the S idon. At one t ime a lull took place in the 
carnage,  and l\Ioron i ,  who had no pleasure in  tho �hcdding 
of blood,  made a n  offer of such t erms of su rrender as he 
cons i dered the circumstances wa rranted.  But l':arahcmnah 
and other a pos tate  cap t a i n s  of the Laman i t e  h osts rejcc te,l t h e  
offers a n d  urged the i r  troops t o  renewed rc�i� tance ;  s o  t h e  
battle was rccommcnce,l wi t h  unaba ted fernci ty. At last t h e  
faith an<l valor of  t h e  N c p h i t.cs prevaibl ;  m a ny o f  t ho  
I.aman i tes smrcmlr rcd a ll ! I  agrcr,l t o  a co\'c n a n t  of peace ; 
even Zarahel l l nah h i mrnl f', woun , le,I and  �cal pe,I by 01 10 of 
l\1oron i ' s  body gua rd, to preven t  the tota l  ann ih i la t ion of  hi� 
nrn1 ic8,  a t  la�t cnn �c1 1 tctl to tho proposed terms a ml en t ered 
into the rrq u i rc , l  coyenant  of' ] lC :Jl'<'. So grea t  were t he lo8scs 
on both �idc�, c�peci :dly of t l 1 e  Lamani t eH ,  t ha t  t he dead were 
not nu mberetl . 

'fhus  c 1Hl e,l the  war ,  o u t  not  t ho 1/,nra m i t c  hcre�y, 
for we rca , l  i n  the  h is tory o f  la ter  wars uet wccn t h e  t.wo 
nat ion� of rcrta i n  L:u 1 1an i t e  cap tains bci 1 1g of t.he 1/.oram 
i te�. Foi led i 1 1  the i r  a t t em pts  t o  tle>1t roy their  former bre thren 
nml to oycrthrow the  C h u rch ol '  < : od ,  t h ey H ! i l l  a, l hcre<l 
to t heir f a l�c fa i th ,  an , !  on every po.��i lilc ocr.asion made  man i 
fest the i r  1 1 1uly ing ha t red to t l i o�e who�c on ly offcn�c wa� ,  that  
they wnnl,I not jo in  them i n  t he i r  crimes ,  nor  consent  t o  the  
destruct ion o f' t he  l i !Jcr t ies of t h e  people. 




