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A1110s entrusted the records to his son A111maron 
in the year 306 A. C. 

Owing to the increasing depravity and Yileness of 
the Nephites, he was constrained by the Holy Ghost 
to hide up all the sacred things which had been handed 
down front generation to generation (A. C. 3 20). 
The place where he hid then1 is said to haYe been in 
the land Antn m, in a hill which was called Shim. 
After he had hid then1 up, he infonned }\{onnon, then 
a child ten years old, of what he had done, aud placed 
the buried treasures in  his charge. He instructed :\Ior-
111011 to go, when he was about twenty-four years old, 
to the hill where they were hid, and take the plates of 
Nephi aud record thereon what he had obserYed con­
cerning the people. The remainder of the records, etc., 
he was to 1eaye where they were. 

THE LAST L0i\G SERIES OF WARS- 1\JOR:\ION- TIIE Fl�.-\L 
CO�FUCT AT CU1\IORAH-TIIE LAST OF 'fIIE NEI'H ITES. 

JT WAS in the year 3 2 2  A. C. that actual war broke 
out between the Nephites and La111a11itcs, for the 

first time since the Redee111er's appearing. A 1111mber 
of battles were fought, in which the armies of the for­
n1er were victorious. Four years later the sayage con­
test was re11cwed. In the i11teri111 iniquity had greatly 
increased. As foretold by the prophets, 111e11 's property 
beca111e slippery, things moYab1e were subject to 111,ac-
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countable disappearances, and dread and distrust filled 
the hearts of the disobedient. \,Vhen the war reco111-
nienced, the youthful l\Ion11011 was chosen to lead the 
annies of his nation. 

The next year saw disaster follow the Nephit� 
cause. That people retreated before the La111anites to 
the north countries. The year following they 111et 
with still further reverses, and in  A. C. 329 rapine, 
revolution and carnage prevailed throughout all the 
land. 

I n  330 the Lan1anite king, Aaron, with an anny of 
forty-four thousand 111e11, was defeated by 1fonnon, 
who had forty-two thousand warriors under his c0111-
n1and. 

Five years later the Lan1anites drove the degen­
erate Nephites to the land of J asou, and thence yet 
further northward to the land of Shen1. Bnt iu the 
year following the tide of victory changed, and ?\Ior­
n1011, with thirty thousand troops, defeated fifty thous­
and of the ene111y i n  the land of Shein ; then he fol­
lowed up with such energetic n1easures that by the 
year 349 the Nephites had again taken possession of 
the lands of their inheritance. 

These successes resulted in a treaty between the 
Nephites as one party and the La111anites and Gadian­
ton robbers as the other. By its proYisions the 
Nephites possessed the country north of the Istl1111us, 
while the La1nanites held the regions south. A peace 
of ten years followed this treaty. 

In  the year 360, the king of the La111anites again 
declared war. ·To repel the expected invasion, the peo­
ple of Nephi gathered at the laud of Desolation. There 
the La1nanites attacked then1, were defeated, aud 
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retnrned home. Not content with this repulse, the 
succeeding year they n1ade another inroad into the 
northern country, and were again repulsed. 'rhe 
N"ephites then took the initiath·e and invaded the 
southern continent, but being unsuccessful, were driven 
back to their frontier at Desolation (A. C. 363). The 
smne season, the city of Desolation was captured by 
the Lamanitish warrio1·s, but was wrested fron1 the111 
the year following. 

This state of things continued another twenty 
years ; war, contention, rapine, pillage, and all the 
horrors incident to the letting loose of 111c111s 111ost 
depraved and brutal passions > filled the land. S01ne­
ti111es one anny conquered, someti111es the other. �ow 
it was the ?-Jephites who were pouring their forces into 
the south; then the La111anites who were o,·erflowing 
the north. \\Thichever side triu111phed, that trinn1ph 
was of short duration ; but to all it 1neant sacrifice, 
cruelty, bloodgniltness and woe. At last, when e,·ery 
nerve had been strained for conquest, eYery 111an col­
lected "·ho could be found, the two Yast hosts, with 
unquenchable hatred and unrelenting obstinacy, 111et 
at the hill Cu111orah to decide the destiny of half the 
world. It  was the final struggle, which was to end in 
the extennination of one or both of the races that had 
conjointly rnlecl A111erica for nearly a thousand years 
( A. C. 385) .  \\Then the days of that last fearful strug­
gle were ended, all but twenty-four of the Ncphitc race 
had been, by the hand of Yiolencc, swept into untimely 
graves, sa,·e a few > a very few, who had fled into the 
south country. 'l'he powers, the glories, the beauties 
of this favored branch of Israel's chosen race had suuk 
beneath a sea of blood; the word of their God > whom 
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they had so Jong disregarded, was Yindicated ; the warn­
ings of his sen-ants were fulfilled. 

The Lan1anites were now rn lers of the western 
world, their traditional ene111ies being utterly destroyed. 
Bnt they did not cu]tiYate peace ; 110 sooner were 
the N ephites obliterated, than they co111111enced fight­
ing an1ong themselves. The lonely l\Ioroni, the last 
of the Nephites, tells us, A. C. 400, that the La1na11ites 
are at war one with another ; and the face of the land is 
one continued ronud of 111urder and bloodshed; and no 
111an knoweth the end of the war. And again, yet 
12.ter, he w:-ites : Their wars are exceeding fierce a111ong 
th e111sel ves. 

Such was the sad condition of the La111anite race 
in the early part of the fifth century after Christ. 
There the inspired record closes ; henceforth we ha,-e 
nothing but uncertain tradition. The various contend- · 
ing tribes, in their thirst for blood so long gratified, 
sunk deeper and deeper into sayage degradation ; the 
arts of civilization were al1110st entirely lost to the 
great 1nass of the people. Decades and centuries 
rolled by, and after a ti111e, in son1e parts, a better 
state of things slowly arose. In Central A 111er­
ica, 1Iexico, Peru, and other places, the fonndations 
of new ki11gdo111s were laid, in which were gradn­
ually built up ciYilizations peculiarly their own, but 
in 1nany ways bearing record to the idiosyncrasies 
of their ancient predecessors. Of this we have here 
little to do ; 111any of their traditions (though disre­
garded by 111ankind) bear unequivocal testi111011y to the 
truth of the Book of :\Ionuon, and we haYe the j oyous 
assurance that, as the words of their ancient prophets 
recorded therein have been fulfilled to the letter in 
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their humiliation ; and as they ha,·e drunk to the dregs 
fro111 the cup of bitterness of the wrath of God, so is 
the glorious day now dawning, ,,·hen the light of the 
eternal Gospel shall il 1 t1111ine the hearts of their des­
cendants ; fill tbe1n with the love of God ; renew their 
ancient steadfastness and faith, and n1ake the111 the fit-, 
ting instnunents in his hands of accomp1ishing all his 
holy purposes with regard to the111, in which also shall 
be fulfilled all the gracious, glorious pro111ises 111ade by 
J ehoYah to this transplanted branch of the olive tree of 
Israel. 

CHAPTER LV. 

THE H ISTORIANS O F  THE NEPHITES-THE PLATES OF XEl'III 
- LIST OF Tl-IEIR CCSTODIANS - TI I EIR L E�G'rHEXED 
YEARS. 

SHORTLY after the arrival of Lehi and his little col-
ony 011 the pro1nised land, Nephi receiYed a com-

1na11d111e11t from the Lord to 1nake certain " plates of 
ore" upon which to engrave a record of the doings of 
his people. So1ne tin1e later, or between thirty and 
forty years after the departure of Lehi fro111 J ernsale111, 
Nephi was further i1 1strucled regarding the records. 
'The Lord then said unto hi 111, l\[ake other plates ; and 
thon shalt engra\'en many things upon then1 which are 
good in 111y sight, for the profit of thy people. �ephi, 
to be obedient to the co1J1111and111c11t of the Lord, went 
and made these other plates, and npon then1 were 




