
Book of Mormon Central 
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/ 

Chapter XXVII
Author(s): George Reynolds 
Source: The Story of the Book of Mormon 
Published: Salt Lake City; Joseph Hyrum Parry, 1888 
Pages: 171-176

Abstract: Zoram and the Zoramites—Their Peculiar Heresy—The Land of Antionum—
The Rameumptom—Alma's Mission to these People—Those Who Receive His Teachings 
Persecuted—They Flee to Jershon

Type: Book Chapter

http://bookofmormoncentral.org/


STORY OF THE BOOK OF 1\lORl\ION. I 7 I 

lest when restored to speech he would again strive to 
deceive the people. 

And it ca1ne to pass that the curse was not taken 
off Korihor ; but he was cast out, and went about 
fr01n house to house begging for his food. 

A proclamation was next sent thronghont all the 
land. I u  it the chief judge recited what had happened 
to Korihor, and called upon those who had believed in 
his words to speedily repent, lest the sa111e judg111ents 
should co111e npon the111. 

This· proclan1ation p\tt an end to the iniquity of 
Korihor, for his followers were all brought back again 
to the truth. But Korihor, deserted by the devil, a 
,,agabond and a beggar, still continued to beg his way 
fro111 town to town, from house to house ; until, one 
day, in a city of the Zoran1ites, he was run over and 
trodden down. The injuries that he received at this 
tin1e were so great that he soon after died. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 
ZORAl\1 AXD THE ZORA::\IITES-THEIR PECl'LIAR HERESY

.THE LAXD OF .ANTIOXU::\[ - THE RA::\IECl\IPTO::\I-AL:\IA ' S  
:\IISSIOX TO THESE l'EOPLE-'fHOSE WHO RECEIVE HIS 
TEACHI:::,,;-Gs PERSECL"fED-TlIEY FLEE TO J ERSHOX. 

J
N oyR �ast chapt_er w� state_d that Korihor, the 

a11t1-Chnst, was killed 111 a city of the Zora111ites. 
\Vho \\·as Zora111? and who were the Zoran1ites ? are the 
questions that now present then1sel ves. 

There are two distinct classes of people called 
Zora111ites in the Book of 1\Tonuon. The first the . ) 
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descendants of Zoram, the sen·a11t of Laban, ,\·ho 
acco111pa11ied Nephi fr0111 Jernsa1en1. The second were 
the fo11owers of the apostate Zoran1, whose defeclion 
and treason caused so 1nuch tron b}e aud bloodshed in 
the ·Nephite republic. 

Of the last 11mned Zora111 and his indi,·idnal life 
we have no history. \Ve only know hin1 through his 
pernicious teachings, and the sad results thereof. But 
it is altogether probable that before he started ont as a 
religions refonner on his own acconut, he was a fol
lower of Nehor, as the 111ajori�y of his adherents appear 
to have been gathered front that secl and to haye 
belonged to that order. 

Zora111 assen1 bled his people in a region of the 
South A111er1can continent, at that ti111e but ,·ery thinly 
settled by the Nephites. It was called the land of 
A11tio1111111, and lay to the east of the river Sidon, while 
it stretched fro111 the land of J ershon in the north, to 
the great wilderness south, which was infested with the 
111ore savage, wanderi11g Lan1a11ites. To this broad 
land the Zora111ites gathered, and there built their-cities, 
erecled their synagogues, and grew in 111aterial wealth � 
until, in the year B. C. 7 5,  they had becmne a11 i111por
tant, thongh undesirable portion of the Nephite com-
111011wealth. As friends they were unreliable, as e11e-
111ies fonuidable. 

I 11 the various apostasies, partial or total, that from 
time to time disgraced the Nephites, there is one char
acleristic feature that seems 11111 ,·ersal to them all, how
ever 11111ch they 1nay haYe differed 011 minor points. It 
was the denial of the comi11g of the Sa,·ior in the flesh,. 
and of the necessity of His atonement for the sins of 
the world. 'this was the c,·i1 one's strong point in his 
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efforts to 111islead the ancient Nephites. Let him bnt 
persuade any people to reject this, the foundation of the 
gospel sch�111e, and little he cares what else they belieYe 
or disbelieve ; for when this f1111dainental truth is  
rejected their spiritual eusla\·ement is  secured. 

This was the case with the Zora111ites. They 
clain1e<l to be a chosen and a holy people, separate fron1 
their fel1ow111e11, and elected of God to eternal salYa
tion, while all around were predestined to be cast down 
to hell. This atrocious creed natnraJly resulted in its 
adherents and advocates being puffed up in Yanity and 
constuned with prid'e. They beca1ne haughty, unchar
itable and tyrannical, and oppressors of their poorer 
neighbors. They coYered their bodies with the finest 
appar�l, and profusely adorued their persons with costly 
orna111ents of gold and jewels. In their arrogance and 
self-righteousness they becan1e the Pharisees of their 
age and country ; but in other phases of iniquity they 
far exceeded their counterparts in the Holy Land. 
They bowed down to idols, denied the co111ing of 
Christ, declared the doctrine of the atone1nent to 
be a foolish tradition, and, like 111a11y of the sects of 
n1odern Christendo111, they misinterpreted the teachings 
of holy scripture with regard to the being o.f God. 
Their declaration of faith was: Holy, holy God ; we 
believe that thou art God, and we belieye that thou art 

, holy, and that thou wast a spirit, and that thou art a 
spirit, and that thou wilt be a spirit fore\·er. 

This strange 111edley of ideas gave birth to corres
ponding vagaries of ,Yorship. They left off praying. 
Being chosen and elected to be God's holy children, 
they had no need of prayer. Once a week they asse111-
bled in their synagogues and went through an e111pty 
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form, \\'hich was a little prayer, a little praise and con
siderable self-glorification. HaYiug done this, they 
neYer 111e11tio11ed God or holy things again throughout 
the week ; indeed, it was a portion of th eir creed that 
their synagogues were the 011 ly places in which it ,ras
lawful to talk or think of religious niatters. 

Their cere111011ies were as absurd as their creed.
In the centre of each of their synagogues was erecl:cd 
a holy stand, or pulpit, called ramen111pto111, which 
stood high above the congregation. Fro111 the slight 
description given of it in the book of Alnia we judge it 
to ha Ye been somewhat pyra111idical in f onn, the top 
being only large enough for one person to stand upon. 
Each worshiper mounted to the top, stretched out his 
hands to,vard heaven, and, in a loncl Yoice, repeated 
their set fonn of "·orship. Ha,·ing done this, he 
descended and another took his place, and so 011 , until
all who desired to go through the 1nu111111ery had satis
fied their conscience or gratified their pride. 

The tidings of this defection having reached Alma, 
he selected several of the l eading 111en1 hers of the 
priesthood, and, as soon as possible, proceeded to the 
land Antionnm, where the Zora111ites bad gathered. 
Those who acco111panied hi111 were his two younger 
sons, three of the sons of king l\Iosiah, Anntlek and 
Zeezi·on1. To his anxiety to bring these dissenters 
back fro111 the error of their ways, and to a,·ert hea,·en >s
righteous wrath from falling upon them, was added the 
fear that if they rc111ai11ecl i11 their wickedness they 
wonld join the Lamanites and bring tro11ble npo11 their 
1110rc faithful fello\\' Nephites by urging the re11e\\'al
of war. 

On the arri,·al of Alma and his fcllo\\'-laborcrs at 
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the seat of this apostasy, they at once con1111enced their 
111inistrafions. They taught in the synagogues and 
preached in the_ streets. They visited the people fro111 
house to house, using every possible effort to bring 
these 111isgnided dissenters to an understanding of their 
perilous condition. To these labors we are indebted 
for so111e of the plainest and 1110s t powerful gospel 
teachings contained in the �?ok of lVIonnon, all of 
which will well repay our perusal. Suffice it to say, 
that 111any of the poor and hn1nble, those who were 
oppressed, abused and trodden down by their false 
priests and unrighteous rulers, as well as by the 
wealthier portion of the connnuuity, received the words 
of salvation, while ' the 111ajority rejecred it with co11-
te111ptnous scorn. S0111e of the 111issio11aries were 111al
treated. Shib]on, the son of Alina, was i111prisoned 
and stoned for the truth's sake, while others fared but 
little better. Unfortunately the work of God was 
retarded by the 111iscondncl: of Corianton, the brother 
of Shiblon, who, for a time, deserted his 1ninisterial 
duties for the con1pany of a harlot. This fo1 1y caused 
Alina great sorrow, as it gave the ungodly a pretext 
for rejecting the gospel, of which they were not slow to 
aYail then1selYes. 

"\\Then Alina and his associates had done all the 
good they dee111ed possible 1 they withdrew to the neigh
boring ]and of J ershon. No sooner had they left than 
th<: 111ore crafty of the Zora111ites deYised a plan to dis
cover the feelings of the con1111nnity. They gathered 
the people together throughout the land and consulted 
with then1 concerning that which they had heard. In • 
this way they cliscoYered who fayored the truth and 
who rej ected it. Fi11clj11g that the poor and u11influe11-
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tial \\"ere those who had receiYed it, they resorted to 
persecution and plunder. They droYe the- belieYcrs 
from their homes and out of the land. )\lost of these 
fled to the land of J ershon, whither the priesthood had 
preceded the111. 

�rhe land of J ershon was inhabited by the people 
of Amn1011. They also had left h01ne and country for 
the truth's sake, and now that others were suffering fro111 
the sa111e cause, they recei\·ed then1 with open anns. 
They fed and clothed those who needed such help, and 
gaye then1 lauds whereon they 111ight build up new 
ho111es. 

\\.hen the wicked Zoran1ites heard of the kind 
reception their injured fe11ow-cititens had receiYed i11 
J ershon they were greatly angered. They were not 
content to spoil the111 themseh·es, but they wanted to 
make them fugitiYes and ,·agabonds on the face of the 
whole earth. Their leader, a Yery wicked man, sent 
111essages to the Ammonites, desiring them to expel the 
refugees, adding 111a11y threats of . what won1d follow, 
should his cruel cle111ancl not be complied with. But the 
An1111011ites were a brave people ; they had already suf
fered nnto death for the cause of God, and they were 
not of the stain p to desert their affi itl:ed brethren. 
Rather than do so, they would again forsake their 
homes and find in s01ne other region a land of peace. 
For we 11111st remind our readers that the A111111011ites 
had entered into co\·enant \\"ith Goel neYer again to 
bend the bow or draw the sword to take human life. 
They, therefore, withdrew to the land of :\lelek, whilst 
the armies of the Ncphitcs occupied the land of 
Jcrshon. 




