BOOK OF MORMON CENTRAL
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/

Type: Book

A Voice of Warning and Instruction to All People, or
An Introduction to the Faith and Doctrine of The
Church of Jesus Christ, of Latter Day Saints (Second
Edition, Revised)

Author(s): Parley P. Pratt
Published: New York City; ].W. Harrison, 1839

Abstract: No abstract available.



http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/
http://byustudies.byu.edu/

A VOICE OFF WARNING,

INSTRUCTION TO ALL PEOPLE,

OR AN INTRODUCTION TO

THE FAITH AND DOCTRINE

OF THE CHURCH OF JESUBy CHRIST, OF

LATTER DAY SAINTS.

‘BY P. P. PRATT, MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL.

“ Rehold, the former things ora come ta posa, and now things do I de-
«lare: Licfare thoy spring forth | tell you of them."—lsa. x}ii, 9.

“ Praduce your cnuse, saith the Lokn; bring furth your strong reasons,
aaith the King of Jacob.”"—I=a, xli, 21.

——— vo——

_—
e t——

SECOND EDITION, REVISED.

—— - - i o mtt — - ‘ - —— ————
——— e - . - —— — e e ——

NLEW-YORK:

J. W. HARRISUN, PRINTER, 8 UATHARINE-8T.

1839.



Is offered, by the author of this work, to any one
who will successfully refute the principles of Theo-
logy herein set forth. The Scriptures being the test;

and the decision to be made by three disinterested

persons, who are not attached to any religious party.
P. P. PRATT.
New- York, Nov. 1839,

" Entered according to act of Congress, A, D. 1837, by
Parley P. Pratt, in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of

the United States, for the Southern District of New-York.




PRETHLECER.

9000~

During the last nine years the public mind has been
constantly agitated, more or less, through all parts of
our country, with the cry of Mormonism, Mormonism,
Delusion, Imposture, Fanaticism, &c. ; chiefly through
the instrumentality of the press. Many of the News-
papers of the day have been constantly teeming with
misrepresentations, and slanders, of the foulest kind, in
order 1o destroy the influence and character of an inno-
cent Society in its very infancy ; a Society of whose
real principles many of them know nothing at all. Ev-
ery gpecies of wickedness has been resorted to, and all
manner of evil has been spoken against them falsely:
insomuch that in many places, houses and ears are
closed against them, without the possibility of being
heard for a momeut. Were this the only evil,-we
might Rave less cause of complaint ; but in consequence
of this, we have been assaulted by mobs, some of our
houses have heen torn down or burned, our goods de-
stroyed, and fields of grain laid waste. Yea, more,
some of us have been Stoned, Whipped, and Shot;
our blood has been caused to flow, and still smokes to
heaven, because of our Religious principles; in this
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our native land, the boasted land of Liberty and equal
Laws, while we have sought in vain for redress, while
officers of State have been deaf to the voice of inno-
cence, imploring at their feet for justice, and protection
in the enjoyment of their rights as American citizens.
Under these circumstances, what could be done ? how
were we to gorrect the public mind? We were few in
number, and our means of giving information very
limited ; the columns of most of the papers were closed
against us, their popularity being at stake the moment
our principles were admitted ; it is true we published
a monthly paper, in which our principles were clearly
get forth; but its circulation was limited to a few thou-
gands. Under these circumstances, had we the tongue
of Angels, and the zeal of Apostles, with our hearts
expanded wide as eternity, with the intelligence of
heaven, and the love of God burning in our bosoms ;
and comissioned to bear as joyful tidings as ever was
borne by Michael the Archangel from the regions of
Glory ; yetit would have been as impossible for us to
have communicated the same to the public, as it was
for Paul when he stood in the midst of Ephesus, to
declare the glad tidings of a crucified and risen Re-
deemer ; when his voice was lost amid the universal
cry, of great is Diana of the Lphesians. Golift ynur
voice to the tumultuous waves of the Occan, or try to
reason amid the roar of cannon while the tumult of war
is gathering thick around, or speak to the howling tem-
pest while it pours a deluge over the plains ; let your
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voice be heard amid the roar of chariots, rushing sud-
denly over the pavements; or, what s still less useful,
converse with a man who is lost in slumbers, or reason
with a drunkard while he recls to and fro under the
influence of the intoxicating poison, and these will
convince you of the impossibility of communicating
truth to that soul who is willing to make up his judg-

ment upon popular rumor ; or to be wafted gently down
the current of public opinion, without stopping for a
moment to listen, to weigh, to hear both sides of the

question, and judge for himself, One of the greatest
obstacles in the way of the spread of truth, in every

age, is the tide of public opinion. Let one ray of light
burst upon the world in any age and it is sure to come

in contact with the traditions and long established
usages of men, and their opinions ; or with some reli-
gious craft, so that like the Ephesians they counsel
together, what shall be done; their great goddess will
be spoken against, her magnificence despised, her tem-
ple deserted; or what is still worse, their craft is in
danger, for by this they have their wealth. Call to
mind the apostles in contact with the Jewish Rabbies,
or with Gentile superstitions; in short at war with
every religious establishment on the earth. Witness
the popular clamor; “If we let them thus alone, all
men will believe on them, and the Romans will come
and take away our place and nation.” * These men
that turn the world upside-down have come hither

also.” “ What new doctrine is this, for thou bringest
*
a
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certain strange things to our ears 77 “These men do
exceedingly trouble our City, and teach customs which
arenot lawful for us to receive, being Romans.” ** What
will this babbler say, he scems to be a setter forth of
strange Gods ?” and many other such like sayings.
Or, letus for a moment contemplate the events of
later date : for instance, the Mother Church against the
reformers of various ages ; see them belied, slandered,

degraded, whipped, stoned, imprisoned, burned, and
destroyed, in various ways ; while the ignorant multi-

tude were made to believe, they were the very worst of
men. Again, think for a moment of the struggles of
Columbus ; an obscure individual, of limited education,.
but blessed with a largeness of heart, a noble genius,
a mind which disdained to confine itself to the old
beaten track. Accustomed to think for itself, it burst
the chains which, in ages past, had held in bondage
the nations of the earth. It soared aloft, as it were on
eagle’s wings; it outstripped and left far behind the
boasted genius of Greece and Rome ; it penetrated the
dark mysteries which lay concealed amid the western
waters. Delhold him struggling for eight years against
the learned ignorance of the courts and councils of
Europe ; while the sneer of contempt, the finger of
scorn, and the hiss of derision, were the solid argu-
ments opposed to his theory. But what was the result
when, after many a fruitless struggle, an expedition
was fitted out, consisting of three small vessels ? A new
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world presents itself to the wondering nations of the
East, destined, at no distant period, to become the the-
atre of themost glorious and astonishing events of the
lastdays. This fact was no sooner demonstrated, than
their philosophical, geograghical, and religious objec-
tions vanished in a moment; haughty ignorance and
bigotry, were for once constrained to cast their honors
in the dust; and bow their reverend heads at the feet
of real worth; and learn in humble silence, that, on¢
fact clearly demonstrated, is worth ten thousand theo-
ries and opinions of men.

Having said so much to impress upon the human
mind the necessity of hearing, and then judging, I
would only add, that the object of this publication is to
give the public correct information concerning a reli-
gious system, which has penetrated every state from
Maine to Misscuri, as well as the Canadas, in the short
space of nine years; organizing churches and confer-
ences in every region, and gathering in itg progress
from fifty to an hundred thousand disciples; having,
at the same time, to sustain the shock of an over-
whelming religious influence, opposed to it by the coin-
bined powers of every sect in America. What but
the arm of Omnipotence could bave moved it forward
amid the rage of mobs ? Having to contend with the
prejudice of the ignorunt and the pen of the learncd ;
at war with every creed and craft in Christendom ;
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while the combined powers of earth and hell were
hurling a storm of persecution, unpatalleled in the his-
tory of ourcountrv.

This work is also intended as a warning voice, ot
proclamation of truth, to @ll people into whose hands it
may fall, that they may understand and be prepared for
the great day of the Lord. Qpinion and guess work
in the things of God, are worse than useless ; facts
well demonstrated, can alone be of service to mankind ;
and as the Holy Ghost can alone guide us into all truth,
I pray God the Eternal Father, in the name of Jesus
Christ his Son, that the spirit of truth may inspire my
heart in inditing this matter; that I may be able to
write the truth in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power; that it may be the word of God, the everlasting
Gospel, the power of God unto salvation, to the Gen-
tile first, and also to the Jew.

Bringing to remembrance things past, and showing
things to come, according to the spirit of Prophecy, and
Revelation; that my garments may be clear of the
blood of all men in the great and coming day, when
all people muststand before the judgment seat of Christ,
to receive a reward according as their work shall be.



A VOICE OF WARNING,

AND

Tnstruction to all People.

CHAPTER L

ON PROPHECY ALREADY FULFILLED.

“ We have also, a more sure word of prophecy,
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
and the day star arise in your hearts.

“ Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture
i8 of any Private Interpretation; for the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men
of God spake as they were moved upon by the Holy

host.”—PETER.

In order to prove any thing from Secripture,
it is highly necessary in the first place to lay
down some certain, definite, infallible rule of in-
terpretation, without which, the mind is lost in
uncertainty and doubt, ever learning, and never
able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

The neglect of such a rule, has thrown man-
kind into the utmost confusion and uncertainty,
in all their biblical researches. Indeed while
mankind are left at liberty to transform, spiritu-
alize, or give any uncertain or private interpre-
tation to the word of God, all is uncertainty.
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¢« Whatsocver was written aforetime, was writ-
ten for our profit and learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might
have hope.” Now suppose a friend from a dis-
tance should write us a letter, making certain
promises to us on certain conditions, which if
we obtained, would be greatly to our profit and
advantage ; of course it might be said the letter
was written for our prolit and learning, that
through patience and comfort of the letter, we
might have hope to obtain the things promised ;
now if we clearly understood the letter, and
knew what to cxpect, then it would aflord us
comfort and hope ; whereas if there was any
doubt or uncertainty on our mindsin the under-
standing of the same, then could we derive no
certain comfort or hope [rom the things writ-
ten ; not knowing what to hope for ; conse-
quently the letter would not profit us at all.—
And so it is with the Scriptures. No prophecy
or promise will profit the reader, or produce
patience, comfort, or hope in his mind, until
clearly understood, that he may know precise-
ly what to hope for. Now the predictions of
the Prophets can be clearly understood, as
much so as the almanac, when it foretells an
eclipse; or else the Bible of all books is of most
doubtful usefulness. Far better would it have
been for mankind, if the great Author of our
existence had revealed nothing to his fall-
en creatures, than to have revealed a book
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which would leave them in doubt and uncer-
tainty, to contend with one another, from age to
age, respecting the meaning of its contents.—
That such uncertainty and contention has ex-
isted for ages, none will deny. The wise and
learned have differed, and do still widely differ,
from each other, in the understanding of pro-
phecy. Whence then this difference ? either
Revelation itself is deficient, or else the fault is
in mankind. But to say Revelation is deficient,
would be to charge God foolishly ; God forbid,
the fault must be in man. There are two great
causcs for this blindness, which I will now
show :

First, mankind have supposed that direct in-
spiration by the Holy Ghost was not intended
for all ages of the Church, but confined to pri-
mitive times; the Canon of Scripture being
full ; and all things necessary being revealed :
the Spirit which guides into all truth was no
longer for the people : therefore they sought to
understand, by their own wisdom, and by their
own learning, what could never be clearly un-
derstood, except by the Spirit of truth : for the
things of God knoweth no man, except by the
Spirit of God.

Secondly, having lost the Spirit of Inspira-
tion, they began to institute their own opin-
ions, traditions, and commandments: giving
counstructions, and private interpretations, to
the written word, instead of believing the things
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writtea. And the moment they departed from
its literal meaning, one man’s opirion, or inter-
pretation, was just as good as another’s; all
were clothed with cqual authority, and from
thence arose all the darkness and misunder-
standing on these points ; which has agitated the
world for the last seventeen hundred years.

O ye inhabitants of New-York, ye people of
the United States; and finally I appeal to all of
every nation, tongue and people; you have
many commodities for sale, which attract the
attention, and are very desirable ; but there is
onc thing, for which you would give more than
for any other which has been presented to you.
A thing which, if once obtained, would greatly
assist you in obtaining all other things worth
possessing, whether it were power, wealth,
riches, honors, thrones, or dominions. Com-
paratively few have ever possessed it, although
it was within the reach of many others, but
they were either not aware of it, or did not
know its value. It has worked wonders, for the
few who have possessed it. Some it enabled
to escape from drowning, while every soul who
did not possess it was lost in thc mighty deep.
Others it saved from famie, while thousands
perished all around them ; by it, men have of-
ten been raised to dignity in the State ; yes,
more, some have been raised to the throne of
Empires. The possession of it has somctimes
raised men from a dungeon to a palace; and
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there arc instances in which those that posses-
sed it'were delivered from the flames, while ci-
ties were consumed, and every soul, themselves
excepted, perished. EFrequently when a famine,
or the sword, has destroyed a city or nation,
they alone who possessed it escaped unhurt,—
By this time, the reader inquires, what can that
thing be ? Inform me, and I will purchase it,
even at the sacrifice of all I possess on earth.—
Well, kind reader, this treasure is foreknowl-
edge! a knowledge of things future! Let a
book be published in this city, entitled a knowl-
edge of the future, and let the inhubitants be
really convinced that it did give a certain, defi-
nite knowledge of future events; so that its
pages, unfolded the future history of the na-
tions, and of many great events, as the history
of Greece or Rome does uniold the past, and a
large edition would immediately sell at a great
sum per copy : indeed, they would be above
all price. Now, kind reader, the books of the
Prophcts and the spirit of prophecy were in-
tended for this very purpose. Well did the
apostle say, covet carnestly the best gifts ; but
rathcr that ye prophecy. Having said so much
we will now enter into the wide expanded field
which lies before us, and search out the treas-
ures of wisdom and knowledge, which have
been shining for ages, like a light, in a dark
place. We will explore regions unknown to
many ; we will gaze upon the opening glories
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which present themselves on every side: and
feast our Souls with knowledge which is calcu-
lated in its nature to enlarge the heart, to ex-
alt the mind, and to raise the affections above
the little, mean, grovelling things of the world
and to make one wise unto salvation. .

But, first for the definite rule of interpreta-
tion. For this we will not depend on any
man or commentary : for the Holy Ghost has
given it by the mouth of Peter. < Knowing
this first, that no prophecy of Scripture 18 of
any private interprctation.”—2 Pet. i. 20.

There is one grand division to be kept con-
stantly in view, in the study of Prophecy ;
namely, the distinction between the past and
the future. The reader should be careful to
ascertain what portion has been fulfilled, and
what remains to be fulfilled ; always remember-
ing Peter’s rule of interpretation will apply to
both. Now if we should find in our researches
that every prophecy which has been fulfilled to
this present ycar has been literally fulfilled,
then it follows of necessity, that every prophecy
which is yet future, will not fail of a lileral ful-
filment. Let us commence with the days of
Noah.—Gen. vi. 17. ¢ And behold, I, even I,
do bring a flood of waters upon the Earth, to
destroy all flesh wherein is the breath of life,
from under Heaven, and every thing that is on
the Earth shall die.”

In the verses which follow the above, the
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Lord commands Noah to enter the Ark, and
take with him animals of every kind, &c. And-
in the 22d verse it is written ¢ Thus did Noah,
according to all that God commanded him, so
did he.” It was well for Noah that he was not
well versed in the spiritualizing systems of mo-
dern divinity ; for under their benighted influ-
ence, he would never have believed that so
marvelous a prophecy would have had a literal
meaning and accomplishment. No, he would
have been told that the flood meant a 8Bpiritual
flood, and the Ark a Spiritual Ark, and the
moment he thought otherwise, he would have
been set down for a fanatic, knave, or fool ;
but it was so, that he was just simple enough
to believe the prophecy literally. Here then is
a fair sample of the blessing of fore-knowledge ;
for all the world who did not possess it perished
by the flood.

The next prediction we will notice is Gen.
xv. 13, 14,15, 16. « And he said unto Abra-
ham, know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a Jand that is not theirs, and shall
serve them, and they shall afflict them four hun-
dred years. And also that nation whom they
shall serve, will 1 judge ; and afterwards shall
they come out with great substance.

“And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace :
thou shalt be buried in a good old age ; butin the
fourth generation they shall come hither again,
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.”
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The evil entreating of the children of Israel,
four hundred years, together with their coming
out with great substance, and the judgements
of God upon Egypt, as well as the death of
Abraham, in a good old age, are all facts too
well known to necd comment here; suflice it
to say, that itis a striking example of the ex-
act fulfilment of prophecy; uttered more than
four hundred years before it had its accom-
plishment. From this we gather, that none of
those ancient men knew any thing of the mo-
dern system of spiritualizing. Our next is Gen.
xix. 12, 13. < Andthe men said unto Lot, hast
thou any besides ; son in law, and thy sons and
thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the
City, bring thou out of this place; for we will
destroy this place, because the cry of themis
waxen great before the Lord, and the Lord bas
gent us to destroy it.” Now Lot being simple
enough to believe the thing, in its literal sense,
took as many of his family as would follow, and
escaped for his life, to the great amusement no
doubt of the Sodomites, who probably stood ga-
zing after, crying delusion, delusion ; they think-
ing all the while, that the Prophecy was only a
figure. Here isan example, of a man escaping
from the flames, by foreknowledge imparted to
him, while the whole City perished. O what °
a blessing that Lot had no knowledge of the
modern manner of interpreting Prophecy. If
it had once entered his heart, that he must
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come out of Sodom spiritually, instead of lite-
rally, it would have cost him his life.

Let us examine a prophecy of Joseph in the
land of Egypt. Gen. xli. 29, 30, 31. < Be-
hold, there come seven years of great plenty
throughout all the land of Egypt ; and there shall
arisc after them seven years of famine ; and all
the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of
Egypt ; and the famine shall consume the land ;
And the plenty shall not be known in the land,
by reason of that famine following, for it shall be
very grievous.” Joseph then proceeds to give
directions for corn to be laid up in great abun-
dance during the seven plenteous years, in or-
der to provide against the famine. And Pha-
roah being no better versed in the school of
modern divinity, than his predecessors, never
once thought of any other interpretation, but
the most literal. And thus he was the means,
together with Joseph, in the hand of God, of
saving, not only their nation, but the house of
Israel, from famine. Thisis another striking ex-
ample of the power of foreknowledge. Itnotonly
saved from famine, but it exalted Joseph from:
a dungcon to a palace ; from the lowest degra-
dation, to the highest honor; so that they cried
before him, ¢ bow the knee :” but O ! what death
and mourning, would have followed, had they
dreamed only of spiritual famine, and spiritual
corn.

Having given a few plain examples é)f early

.
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ages, we will lightly touch upon some of the
most remarkable events of prophecy, and its
fulfilment, until we come down to the Jewish
prophets, where the field opens wide, touch-
Ing in its progress the most remarkable events
of all ages, and terminating in a full develope-
ment of the opening glories of the last days.

One remarkable instance, concerning Elijah
the Prophet, was, that he prophesied to Alab,
that it should not rain for three years and up-
wards, which came to pass according to his
word. There is also a remarkable instance of
Hazael, the Syrian, who came to Elisha to in-
quire of the Lord concerning the King of Syria,
his master, who was sick. The Prophet ear-
nestly beholding him, burst into tears; and
Hazael asked him saying, “Why weepest thou?”
and he answering, said, ¢ the Lord hath shewed
me, that thou shalt be King over Syria.” And
he then proceeded to unfold unto himn the cruel-
ties which he would afterwards exereise towards
Israel, which are almost too horrible to mention
here, lest in 20 doing I might offend the deli-
cate ear. But Hazael, astonished to hear these
things predicted concerning himself, whiclt at
that time filled him with horror, exclaimed with
surprise¢,  But what ! is thy servant a dog, that
he should do this great thm P Yet astomsh-
ing to tell, all was aftelwalds fulfiled to the
very letter.

ln the 21st Chap. 2 Ghron., it is written, that
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there came a writing to. Jehoram, from Elijah,
which after stating the great- wickedness of
which he had been guilty, in turning to idolatry
and also murdering his brethren of his father’s
house, who were.better than himself, proceeds
thus: ¢ Behold, with a great plague will the
Lord smite thy people, and thy children, and thy
wives, and all thy goods ; and thou shalt have
great sickness by disease of the bowels, until
thy bowels fall out, by reason of thy sickness,
day by day.” In the same chapter it is written,
that the Philistines and Arabians came against
him, and took his wives and children and goods
captive ; and after all this, thc Lord smote him
in his bowels with an incurable discase, and his
bowels fell out by reason of his sickness, so he
died of sore discase.

In the 6 Chapter of Joshua, 26 verse, there
is a wonderful prediction, concerning Jericho,
¢« Cursed be the man before the Lord, that ris-
eth up und buildeth this city Jericho. He shall
lay the foundation thereof, in his first born ; and
in his youngest son, shall he set up the gates
thereof,”

After this curse, the city of Jericho lay waste
for ages; none daring to rebuild it at the ex-
pensc of their first born, and of their youngest
son. Until after a long succession of judges
and kings, when hundreds of years had passed,
Hiel, the Bethelite, who lived in the days of
Ahab, probably supposed that the Lord had
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forgotten the curse pronounced upon it by Jo-
shua, ventured to rebuild the city: but no sooner
had he laid the foundation thereof, then Abiram,
his first born, died ; but still persevering in the
hardness of his heart, he set up the gates there-
of, with the loss of his youngest son Segub, ac-
cording to the word of the Lord, by Joshua;
see 1 Kings xvi chapter, 39 verse. We might
fill & volume, with instances of a similar kind,
dispersed through the historical part of the
Scriptures ; but we forbare, in order to hasten
to a more full examination of the books of the
Jewish Prophets. We shall trace them in their
fulfilment upon Jerusalem, Babylon, Tyre,
Egypt, and various other nations.

Babylon the most ancient and renowned city
of the world, was pleasantly situated on the
banks of a majestic river, that flowed through
the plains of Shinar, ncar where the tower of
Babelonce stood. 1t was laid out four square,
and surrounded with a wall upwards of three
hundred feet high, and sixty miles in circum-
terence ; having an hundred gates ol brass,
with bars of iron ; twenty-five gates on each side,
which oapened to streets, running through
the city, a distance of fiftcen miles; thus
forming the whole city into'cxact squares of
equal size. In the midst of these squares were
beautiful gardens, adorned with trees and walks,
diversified with flowers of varied hue ; while the
houses were built upon the borders of the
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squares, directly fronting on the streets. In
the midst of this city, sat Nebuchadnezzar,
enthroned in royal splendor and magnificence,
and swaying his sceptre over all the kingdomns
of the world ; when it pleascd God in a vision
of the night to unveil the dark curtain of the
future, and to present before him at one view,
the history of the world, even down to the
consummation of all things. < Bchold a great
image stood before him, whose head was of fine
gold, his breast and arms of silver; his belly
and thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet and
toes, part of iron and part of miry clay. He
beheld, till a stone was cut out of the mountain
without hands, which smote the image upon the
feet which were part of iron and part of clay,
and brake them in pieces ; then was the iron,
the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to
pieces together ; and became as the chaff of the
summner threshing floor; and the wind carried
them away, and there wasno place found for
them ; but the stone which smote the image be-
came a great ountain, and filled the whole
earth.” When Daniel was brought in before
the king, to tell the dream, and the interpreta-
tion, he exclaimed, ¢ there isa God in heaven
that revealeth secrets, and maketh know to
the king, Nebuchadnezzar, what shall come to
pass in the latter days.”” Then, after telling the
dream, he continues thus: ¢ Thou, O King,
art a king of kings; for the God of Heaven
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hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength,
and glory. And wheresoever the children of men
dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the
heaven, hath he given into thy hand, and hath
made thee ruler over them all. Thou ar¢ this
head of gold. And after thee shall arise another
kingdom, inferior to thee, and another third
kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all
the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be
strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in
picces and subdueth all things : and asiron that
breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and
bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and
toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the
kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in
1t of the strength of the iron, for as much as thou
sawest the iron mixed with iniry clay. And as
the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of
clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and
partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron
mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle them-
selves with the seed of men : but they shall not
cleave one to another, even as iron 13 not mix-
ed with clay. And in the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up u kingdom,
which shall not be destroyed : and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces, and consume all these king-
doms, and it shall stand for ever. Foras-
much as thou sawest that the stone was
cut out of the mountain without hands, and
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that it brake in pieces, the iron, the brass, the
clay, the silver and the gold : the great God
hath made known to the king, what shall come
to pass hereafter; and the dream is certain,
and the lnterpretatlon thereof sure.”

In this great view of the subject, we have
presented before us in succession ; first, the
kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar; second, the Medes
and Persians, who took Babylon from Belshaz-
zar, und reigned over all the carth; third, the
Greeks under Alexander, who conquered the
world, and reigned in the midst of Babylon;
and fourth, the Roman Linpire, which subdued
all things ; ﬁfth, its division into Eastern and
Western empires, and its final breaking or sub-
division into the various kingdoms of modern
Europe, represented by the feet and toes, part
of iron and part of clay. And lastly, we have
presented before us an entire new kingdom,
organized by the God of Heaven, in the last
days, or during the reign of these kings, repre-
scnted by the fect and toes.  This last kingdom
1S never to change masters, like all the kmg
doins which had gone before it. [t was never
to be left to other pcople. It was to break in
pieces all these kingdoms, and staund forever.
Many suppose that tlm last kingdom alluded to,
was the kingdom of God, which waus orfr'mwvd
in the (’tws of Christ, or his apostles. DButa
greater blunder could not exist ; the kingdom
of God set up in the days of Chnst, ov of his
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apostles, did not break in pices any of the
kingdoms of the world; it was itself warred
against and overcome, in fulfilment of the words
of Daniel, 7 chapter, 21st. verse. “1 beheld
and the same horn made war with the saints,
and prevailed against them ;” also 22nd verse,
“ Until the ancient of days came, and judgment
was given to the saints of the Most High ; and
the time came that the saints possessed the king-
dom ;”’ also, verse 27th, ¢ And the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness ot the kingdom,
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the
people of the saints of the Most High; whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do-
minions shall serve and obey him.”

John records, Rev. xiii. 7. ¢« And it was
given unto him to make war with the saints, and
to overcome them ; and power was given him
over all kindreds, tongues, and nations.” In
fulfilment of these sayings, power has been
given to the authorities of the earth, to kill the
apostles and inspired men; until if any re-
mained they were banished from among men,
or forced to retire to the desolate islands, or the
dens and caves of the mountains of the earth ;
being men of whom the world was not worthy ;
while at the same time, many false prophets
and tcachers were introduced in their place,
whom men heaped to themselves, because they
would not endure sound doctrine. In this way
the kingdom of God became disorganized and
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lost from among men, and the doctrine and chur-
chesof inen, institutedinitsplace. But we design
to speak more fully on this subject, when we
come to treat on the subject of the kingdom of
God. Suffice it to say that the kingdom spoken
of by Danicl, i3 something to be organized in the
last days by the God of Heaven himself, with-
out the aid of human institutions, or the pre-
cepts of men. And when once organized, it
will never cease to roll ; all the powers of earth
and hell will not impede its progress, untilat
length the Ancient of Days sha!l sit, and the
Lord Jesus will come in the clouds of Heaven,
with power and great glory, as the King of
kings, and Lord of lords, and destroy all these
kingdoms, and give the kingdom and the great-
ness of the kingdom, under the whole Heaven,
to the saints. Then there will be¢ but one
Lord, and his name one, and he shall he king
over all the earth.

We will now return to Nebuchadnezzar,
whom the Lord, by the mouth of Jeremiah, calls
‘¢ his servant, to execute his judgments upon the
nations.” It scems that the Lord exalted this
grcat man, and made him a King of kings, and
Lord of lords, armiug him with his own sword,
and clothing him with power and autharity, for
the express purpose of executing his judgments,
and scourging and humbling all the nations of
the earth. Jeremiah, chap. xxv. says that the
Lord purposed to bring Nebuchadnezzer and

c
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his army against Jerusalem, and against all the
nations round about, that he might bring them
to desolation and captivity for seventy years;
and after seventy ycars, he would turn and
punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, for
their iniquity.” Now, who can trace the histo-
ry of the fulfilment of these great events, so ex-
actly pointed out by Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Eze-
kiel, and not be struck with astonishment and
wonder, at the marvelous gift of prophecy, ena-
bling men in those days to read the history of
the future, as they read the history of the past.
Indeed, the rcader of history in the nineteenth
century, holding in his hand the history of the
Babylonians, Medes and Persians, Greeks, Ro-
mans and Egyptians, togcther with that of the
Jews, will hardly render himaelf more familiar
with the events which transpired among those
nations, than the prophets were for seventy
years previous to their accomplishment.

The Jews were rcduced to subjection by
Nebuchadnezzar, their city Jerusalem was
burned, together with their temple ; their prin-
ces, nobles, and people were carried to Baby-
lon, together with all their holy things.  All the
particulars of this distruction and captivity were
distinctly foretold by Jeremiah, and the time of
its continuance, viz : seventy years. After this,
the King of Babylon, marched his army against
Tyre, the city of merchants, situated at the ha-
ven of the sea, surrounded not only by the sea,
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but with a strong wall. So strong a hold re-
quired the utmost skill and perseverance of Ne-
bhuchadnezzar and his whole army, who labor-
ed incessantly for a long time, and at length
they succeeded in taking Tyre and bringing it
into captivity for seventy years; after which
they returned and established their city, for Je-
remiah had previously foretold the reduction of
Tyre ; its captivity of seventy ycars, and its re-
storation at the expiration of that time. After
the restoration of Tyre, the city flourished for
a time. But was afterwards reduced to an en-
tire desolation. Its ruined fragments are scen
to this day in the bottom of the sea; its cite
has become a barren rock, only occupied by
poor fishermen. All this desolation, and cven
its present appearance of dessolate and perpe-
tual waste, were clearly pointed out by the
Prophets.

But when the king of Babylon had succeeded
in taking Tyre; after many a bald head and
peeled shoulder, caused by the hard service of
his army in the siege ; the Lord, by the mouth
ot Fzckiel, promises to give the spoils of Iigypt
unto him, for wages for his army, in order to
pay him for the great service, wherewith he had
served God against Tyre. Next witness his
war, in the taking of Egypt, and bringing them
into captivity, until the seventy years were ac-
complished.

And finally, trace him, executing the Lord’s
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vengeance and anger against Uz, upon the
kings of the Philistines, and Askelon, Azzah,
and Ekron, Edom, Moab, Ammon, and Dedan,
Tema, and Buz, and the kings of Arabia, and
of Zimri, and of Elam, and of all the kings of
the Medes, and all the kings of the north far and
near; and finally upon all the kingdoms of the
world, who were to be drunken, and spew, and
fall, to rise no more, because of the sword, which
he would send among them. But, when the Lord
had accomplished all his mind on these nations ;
he E.urposed in turn, to punish this great mon-
arch, and those who succeeded him; and also
the City and Nation, over which he reigned :

and finally to make it perpetual desolations.
And all this for their pride, and haughtiness.
The Lord exclaims, s¢shall the axe boast itself,
against him that heweth therewith, or shall the
saw boast itself againsthim that shaketh it,” &ec.
But in order to trace the events of the return
of the Jews, and the other nations, from their
70 years captivity and bondage, and the punish-
ment of Babylon; another and very diflerent
character from that of Nebuchadnezzaris intro-
duced by the Prophets: onc who is in Scripture,
termed the Lord’s Anointed. He may be con-
sidered one of the most extraordinary characters
that ever the heathen world produced; his
mildness, his courage, his perscverance, hig
success, and above all, his strict obedience to
the command of that God, which neither he
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nor his fathers had known ; all go to prove that
Isaiah was not mistaken, when he called him by
name, as the Lord’s Anointed, to deliver the
nations from bondage, to scourge and subdue
the greatest city and monarchy that has at any
time existed on the earth; and to restore the
Jews, and to rebuild their city and temple. In-
deed, he was one of those few, which the world
never produces, except for extraordinary pur-
poses. But let us hear the Prophet’s own dis-
cription of him, Isaiab, 45 chap. < Thus saith
the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand I have holden, to subdue nations before
him; and [ will loosc the loins of kings, to open
before him the two-leaved gates, nnd the gates
shall not be shut. [ will go before thee, and
make the crooked places straight : I will break
in picces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder
the bars of iron. And I will give thee the treas-
ures of darkness, and hidden riches of sccret
places, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord,
which call thec by thy name, am the God of
Isracl. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and mine
clect, I have called thee by thy name : 1 have
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known
me. 1 am the Lord, and there is none ¢lse,
there 18 no God besides me: [ girded thee,
though thou hast not known me : that they may
know from the rising of the sun, and from the
west, that there is none else.” In the 13th verse,
he says, ¢ L bave raised him up in righteousness,
*c
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and I will direct all his ways: he shall build
my city, and let go my captives, not for price
nor rewared, saith the Lord of hoat.” - The
reader will bear in mind, that Isaiah lived about
one hundred years before the Jewish captivity,
and one hundred and seventy belore Cyrus
caused their return,

Ilere I would pause and inquire what power,
but the power of the great God, could enable
one man to call anpther by name, a century
before his birth, and also to fortell the history
of his life. 'What must have been his wonder
and astonishment, when, after many years of
wars and commotions, during which he march-
ed forth, conquering and to conquer, gathering
as a nest the riches of the nations, he at length
pitched his camp ncar the walls of the strongest
hold in all the earth? He gazed upon its walls
of upwards of three hundred feet in height,
with its gates of “brass and its bars of iron : the
people within feeling perfectly safe, with pro-
visions enough to last the inhabitants of the city
for several years. How could he think of tak-
ing that city ; who would not have shrunk from
such an undertaking unless inspired by the
Great Jchovah? But, turning the river Eu-
phrates from its course, and marching under the
walls of the city, in the dry bed of the 1iver, he
found himself in possession of the city without
any diffieulty, for Belshazzar the king was drink-
ing himself drunk, with nobles and concubines,
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and that too from the vessels of the house of the
Lord which his father had taken from Jerusalem,
and his knces had already smote together, with
horror, from the hand writing on the wall; which
Daniel had just been calied in to interpret, giv-
ing his kingdom to the Medes and Persians,.—
Having subdued this great monarchy, he seated
himself upon the throne of kingdoms; and
becoming familiar with Daniel, he was no doubt
introduced to an acquaintance with the Jewish
records, and then the mystery was unfolded—
he could then see that God had called him by
name, that the almighty hand girded him for
the battle, and directed all his work; he could
then understand why the treasures of the earth
poured themselves into his bosom, and why the
loins of kings had been unloosed before him,and
why the gates of brass had been opened, and
the bars of iron burst asunder. It was that he
might known that there was a God in Israel,
and none else, and that all the idols were as
nothing ; that he might also restore the Jews,
and rebuild their city and tewple, and fulfil
God’s purposes upon Babylon. He according-
ly issued his proclamation tothe Jews, to return,
and for the nations to assist them in rebuild-
ing. For, said he, God hath commanded me to
build him an house at Jerusalem.—Ezra, i. 2, 3,
says, “Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia: the
Lord God of heaven hath given me all the king-
doms of the earth; he hath charged me to
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build hinanhouse atJerusalem, whichisinJudea,
Who is there among all his people; his God be
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which
1s'in Judea, and build the house of the Lord God
of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.”

What powerful argument, what mighty in-
fluence was it, which caused Cyrus to be con-
vinced that it was the God of heaven, (who
dwelt in Jerusalem, who alone was God,) who
had done all these things? He had not been
traditioned in the belief of the trie God, nor of
the holy scriptures. Nay, he had ever been
very zealous in the worship of idols ; it was to
idols he looked for assistance, in the former
part of his life. 1 reply, it was the power of
God, made manifest by prophecy, and its fulfil-
ment ; not in a spiritualized seuse, not in some
obscure, uncertain, or dark mysterions way,
which was difficult to be understood; but in
positive, literal, plain demonstration, which
none could gainsayovresist. Isaiahsays, that this
was the object the Lord had in view, when he
revealed such plainness. And Cyrus mani-
fested, that it had the desired effect. [ would
here remark, that when we come to treat of that
part of Prophecy which yet remains to be tul-
Giled, we shall bring proof positive, that the hea-
then nations of the latter days, are to be con-
vinced in the very same way that Cyrus was;
that is, there are certain events plainly predict-
ed in the Prophets, yet future, which, when ful-
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filed, will convince all the heathen nations of
the true God, and they shall know that he hath
spoken and perforined it. And all the great
and learned men of Christendom, and all socie-
ties, who have put any other than a literal con-
struction to the word of Prophecy, shall stand
confounded, and be constrained to acknow-
ledge that all hag come to pass, even as it is
written.

But to return to our research of Prophecy
and its fulfilment. ‘The Prophets had not only
gredicted the reduction of Babylon by Cyrus,

ut they had denounced its fate through all
ages, until reduced to entire desolation, never
to be inhabited, not even as a temporary resi-
dence for the wandering Arab, ¢ and the Ara-
bian shall not pitch tent there.” see Isa. 13,
20, 21, 22.

Mr. Joseph Wolfe, the celebrated Jewish
Missionary, while travelling in Chaldea, enqui-
redofthe Arabs, whether they pitched their tents
among the ruins of Babylon, to which they re-
plied in the negative, declaving their fears, that
should they do so, Nimrod’s ghost would haunt
them. Thus all the predictions of the Pro-
phets concerning that mighty city have been
fulfilled. Edom, also, presents a striking fulfil-
ment of plain and pointed predictions in the
Prophets. These predictions were pronounced
upon Edom at a time when its soil was very
productive and well cultivated ; and every



34 PROPHECY ALREADY FULFILLED.

where abounding in flourishing towns and cities.
But now its cities have become heaps of deso-
late ruins, only inhabited by the Cormorant,
Bittern, and by wild beasts, serpents, &c., and
its soil has become barren; the Lord has cast
upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of
emptiness, and it has been waste from genera-
tion to generation, in express fulfilment of the
word of prophecy.

We will now give a passing notice of the
vision of Daniel, recorded in the 8th chapter
of his Prophesies, concerning the ram and the
goat. The reader would do well to turn and
read the whole chapter; but we will more par-
ticularly notice the interpretation, as it was giv-
en him by Gabriel, as recorded from the 19th
to the 25th verses. And hesaid, ¢ I will make
thee know what shall be in the last end of the
indignation, for at the time appointed the end
shall be. The ram which thou sawest, having
two horns, are the kings of Media and Persia;
and the rough he-goat is the king of Grecia;
and the great horn that is between his eyes, is
the first king. Now that being broken, where-
as four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand
up out of the nation, but not in his power.
And in the latter time of their kingdom, when
the transgressors are come to the full, a king of
fierce countenance, and understanding dark
sentences, shall stand up; and his power shall
be mighty, but not by his own power, and he
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shall destroy the mighty, and the holy people ;
and through his policy also, he shall cause craft
to prosper in his hand, and he shall magnify
himself in his heart, and by pcace destroy ma-
ny ; he shall also stand up against the Prince
of princes; but he shall be broken without
hand.” In this vision, we have first presented
the Medes and Persians, as they were to exist,
until they were conquered by Alexander the
Great. Now it is a fact, well known that this
empire waxed exceedingly great for some time
after the death of Danicl, pushing its conquests
westward, northward, and southward, so that
none could stand before it ; until Alexander, the
king of Grecia, came from the west, with a
small army of chosen men, and attacked the
Persians upon the bank of the river, and plung-
ing his horse in, and his army following, they
crossed and attacked the Persians, who stood
to oppose them upon the bank, with many times
their number ; but notwithstanding their num-
ber, and their advautage of the ground, they
were totally routed ; and the Grecians proceed-
ed to overrun and subdue the country, beating
the Persian prince in a number of pitched bat-
tles, until they were entirely subdued, Tt is
also well known that Alexander, the king of
Grecce, went forth from nation to nation, sub-
duing the world before him, until having con-
quered the world, he died at Babylon, at the
age of thirty-two years.  And thus when he had
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waxed strong, the great horn was broken, and
for it came up four notable ones toward the
four winds of heaven. His kingdom was divi-
ded among four of his generals, who never at-
tained unto his power. Now in the latter time
of their kingdom, when the transgression of the
Jewish nation had come to the full, the Roman
power destroyed the Jewish nation, took Je-
rusalem, caused the daily sacrifice to ccase;
and not only that, but afterwards destroyed the
mighty and the holy people, that is the apos-
tles and primitive Christians,- who were slain
by the authorvities of Rome. |

Now let me inquire; does the history of
these United States give a plainer account of
past events, than Daniel’s wisdom did of
events which were then future; and some
of them reaching down the stream of time,
for several hundred years; unfolding events
which no human .sagacity could possibiy have
foreseen? Man, by his own sagacity, may ac-
complish many things; he may plough the
trackless ocean, without wind or tide in his
favor; he may soar aloft amid the clouds with-
out the aid of wings: he may traverse the
land with astonishing velocity without the aid
of beasts; or he may convey his thoughts to
his {ellow by the aid of letters. But thereisa
principle which he can never attain; no, not
even by the wisdom of ages combined ; money
will not purchase it; it comes from God only,



PROPRECY ALREADY FCLFILLED. 37

and is bestowed upon man as & free gift. Ah !
says the Prophet to the idols, tell us what shall
be, that we may know that ye are gods.

We will now procecd to show how exactly
the prophesies literalized in the person of Jesus
Christ. Behold, said the Prophet, ¢ a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son.” Again, Bethle-
hem should be the place of his birth; and Egypt
where he sojourned with his parents, the place
out of which he was to be called. He turned
aside to Nazareth, for it was written, he shall
be called a Nazarene. He rodé into Jerusa-
lem upon a colt, the foal of an ass, because the
Prophet had said, ¢behold thy King cometh,
meek and lowly, riding upon a colt,” &ec. And
again saith the Prophct, ¢ he shall be afilicted
and despised; he shall be a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief; he shall be led as a
lamnb to the slaughter, and like a sheep dumb
before his shearers; so he opened not his
mouth ; in his humiliation his judgment was ta-
ken away; and who shall declare his genera-
tion, for his life is taken from the earth. He
was wounded for our transgressions, and by his
stripes we are healed; he was numbered with
the transgressors ; he made his grave with the
rich. Not a bone of himn is broken; they di-
vide his raiment ; cast lots {or his vesture ; give
hiin gall and vincgar to drink ; betray him for
thirty pieces of silver ; and finally, when it was
finished, he rested in the tomb until the third

d
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day, and then rose trinmphant without seeing:
corruption. Now, kind reader, had you walk-
ed up and down with our dear Redeemer du-
ring his whole sojourn in the flesh, and bhad
you taken pains to record the particular cir-
cumstances of his life and death, as they oc-
curred from time to time, your history would
not be a plainer one, than the prophets gave of
him bundreds of years before he was born.
There is one thing we would do well to notice,
concerning the manner in which the Apostles
interpreted prophesy, and that is this ; they sim-
ply quoted it, and recorded its lileral fulfilinent.
And by pursuing this course, they were ena-
bled to bring it home to the hearts of the peo-
ple in the Jewish synagogues, with -such con-
vincing proof, that they wecre constrained to
believe the supposed impostor whom they had
crucified was the Messiah. But had they once
dreamed of rendering a spiritualizing or un-
cerlain application, like the teachers of the
present day, all would have been uncertainty
and doubt, and demonstration would have van-
ished from the earth.

Having taken a view of the Old Testament
prophets, concerning prophesy and its fulfil-
ment, and having shown clearly, that nothing
but a literal fulfilment was intended, the ob-
jector may inquire, whether the same mode
will apply to the predictions contained in the
New 'Testament. We will therefore bring a
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few important instances of prophesy, and its
fulilment, from the New Testament, after
which we shall be prepared to enter the vast
field which is still future. One of the most re-
markable prophecies in sacred writ, is recorded
by Luke, xxi. 20—24. ¢ And when ye shall
see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then
know that the desolation thereofis nigh. Then
let them which are in Judea flee to the moun-
tains, and let them which are in the midst of it
depart out; and let not them that are in the
countries enter thereinto ; for these be the
days of vengeance, that all things that are writ-
ten may be fulfilled. But wo unto them that
are with child, and to those that give suclk in
those days ; for there shall be great distress in
the land, and wrath upon this people ; and they
ghall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall
be led away captive into all nations ; and Jeru-
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,
uatil the times of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled.”
This prophery involves the fate of Jerusalem
and the temple, and the whole Jewish nation,
for at least eighteen hundred years. About
the year seventy, the Roman army compassed
Jerusalem. The disciples remembered the
warning which had been given them by their
Lord and Master, forty years before, and fled
to the mountains. The city of Jerusalem was
taken, after a long and tedious siege, in which
the Jews suffered the extreme of famine, pesti-
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lence, and the sword ; filling houses with the
dead, for the want of a place to bury them.
While women ate their own children for the
want of all things. In this struggle, there per-
ished in Jerusalem near onc million and a half
of Jews, besides thosc taken captive. Their
city laid waste, their temple destroyed, and the
miserable remnant dispersed abroad into all the
nations of the earth; in which situation they
have continued ever since, being driven from
one nation to another,often falsely accused of the
worst of crimes, for which they were banished,
and their goods confiscated. Indeed, they have
been mostly accounted as outlaws among the
various nations ; the sole of their feet has found
no rest, and they have been a hiss and a by-
word ; and the people have said, ¢ these are
the people of the Lord, and are gone forth out
of his land.”

During all this time the Gentiles have pos-
sessed the land of Canaan, and trodden under
foot the holy city, where their forefathers wor-
shipped the Lord. Now in this long captivity,
the Jews have never lost sight of the promises
respecting their rcturn. Their eyes have wat-
ched and failed with longing for the day when
they might possess again that blessed inheri-
tance, bequeathed to their forelathers ; when
they might again rear their city and temple and
re-establish their priesthood, and worship as in
days of old. Indeed, they have made several
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attempts to return, but were always frustrated
in all their attempts, for it was an unalterable
decree, that Jerusalem should be trodden down
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
should be fulfilled. On the subject of this long
dispersion, Moses and the prophets have written
very plain ; indeed, Moses even inentioned the
particulars of their eating their children secretly
in the siege, and in the straitness wherewith their
enemies should besiege them in all their gates.
Whoever will read the 28th of Deuteronomy,
will read the history of what has befallen the
Jews, foretold by Moses, with all the clearness
that characterises the history of past events, and
all this thousands of years before its accom-
plishment.

Our next, is found in Acts xxi. 10, 11.,
where a Prophet named Agabus, took Paul’s
girdle and bound his own hands and feet, and
said, thus saith the Holy Ghost, ¢* So shall the
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth
this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands
of the Gentiles.” The fulfilment of this pre-
diction is too well known to nced any descrip-
tion. We therefore proceed to notice a prophe-
cy of Paul, recorded in 2 Tim. iv. 8, 4. ¢« For
the time will come, when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but after their own lusts will
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears ; and they shall turn away their ears from

the truth, and they shall be turned unto fables.”
*d
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This prophecy has been fulfilled to the very lets
ter; for it applies to every religious teacher,
who has arisen from that day unto the present,
except those commissioned by direct revelation,
and inspired by the Iloly Ghost But to con-
vince the reader of its full accomplishment, we
need only to point to the numberless priests of
the day, who preach for hire, and divine for
money, and who receive their authority from
their fellow man; and asto the fables to which
they are turned, we need only to mention
the spiritualizings and private intcrpretations,
which salute our ears, from almost every reli-
gious press and pulpit. But there is another
prophecy of Paul well worth our attention, as
illustrative of the times in which we live ; it is
found in the first five verses cf the 3d chap. 2
Tim. ¢ This know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come; for men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy, without natural affection,
truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors,
heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God, having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof : from such turn
- away.” From the last verse of this quotation,
we learn to our astonishment, that this sum of
awful wickedness, applies to professors of reli-
gion ONLY ; that is, this would be the cha-
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racter of the (so called) Christian part of com-
munity, in the last days. Do not startle, kind
reader, we do not make the application without
proof positive to the point: for remember non-
professors have no form of godliness, but those
ungodly characters spoken of, were to have a
form of godliness, denying the power thereof.
But if you doubt Paul’s testimony on the sub-
ject, look around you, examine for yourselves.
‘¢ By their fruits you shall know them.” My
heart is pained while I write. Alas, has it
come to this; has the spirit of truth removed
the veil of obscurity from the last days, only to
present us with a vision of a fallen people ; an
apostate church, full of all manner of abomina-
tions, and even despising those who are good ;
while they themselves, have nothing left hut the
form of godliness, denying the power of God,
that is, setting aside the direct inspiration, and
supernatural gifts of the Spirit, which ever con-
stitute the church of Christ? Was it for this
only, that the Holy Spirit opened to the view
of holy men, the events of unborn time, ena-
bling them to gaze upon the opening glories of
the latter days? O'! ye Prophets and Apostles,
ye holy men of old, what have you done, if you
stop here ; if your prophetic vision only exten-
ded down the stream of time, to the present
year? Alas! you have filled our minds with
sorrow and despair: the Jews you have Jeft
wandering in sorrow and darkness, far from all
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their hearts hold most dear on earth ; their land
a desolution, and their city and templesin ruins,
and they without the knowledge of the true
Messiah. The Gentiles, after partaking of the
root and fatness of the tame olive-tree, having
fallen, after the same example of unbelief| are
left without fruit, dead, plucked up by the roots.
with naught but a form of godliness ; while the
powers that characterized the ancient Church,
have fled from among men. Is this the con-
summation of all your labors ? was it for this you
searched, toiled, bled, and died? 1 pause for a
reply: if you have a word of comfort yet in
store, concerning the future, let it quickly
speak, least our souls should linger in the dark
valley of sorrow and despair.



CHAPTER IL
ON THE FULFILMENT OF PROPHECY YET FUTURE.

Having made the discovery, and produced
sufficient proof, that the Prophecies, thus far,
have been LITERALLY fulfilled to the very Jetter,
we hope the reader will never lose sight of the
same rule with regard to those yet future,
And while we stand upon the threshold of futu-
rity with the wonders of unborn time about to
openupon our view, presenting before ouraston-
ished vision the most mighty and majestic scenes,
the most astonishing revolutions, the most extra-
ordinary destructions, as well as the most mira-
culous displays of the power and majesty of
Jehovah, in his great restoration of his long
dispersed covenant people, from the four gunar-
ters of the earth: Isay, as these scenes areabout
to open to our view, let us bow hefore the great
I AM, in the name of Jesus, and pray in faith
for his Spirit to enlarge our hearts, and enlight-
en our minds, that we may understand and be-
lieve all that is written, however miraculous it
may be. But O, kind rcader, whoever you
are, 1f you are not prepared for persecution, if
you are unprepared to have your name cast out
as evil, if you cannot bear to be called a knave,
an impostor, or madman, or one that hath a
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devil ; orif you are bound by the creeds of men,
to believe just so much and no more, you had
better stop here ; for if you were to helieve the
things written in the Bible, that are yet to come,
you will be under the necessity of believing
miracles, signs, and wonders, revelations, and
manifestations of the power of God, even be-
yond any thing that any former generation has
witnessed ; yes, you will believe that the waters
will be divided, and Israel go through dry-shod,
as they journey to their own land, as thcy did
in the days of Moses ; for no man ever yet be-
lieved the Bible, without believing and expect-
ing such glorious events in the latter days.
And I will now venture to say, that a believer
in the Bible would be a something that very
few men have ever seen in this generation, with
all its boasted religion. For there is a great
difference in believing the book ta be true when
ghut, or believing the things therein written.
It is now considered in Christendom, a great dis-
grace not to believe the Bible when shut : but
whosoever tries the experiment, will find a
greater disgrace to believe that the things there-
in written will surely come to pass. Indeed, it
is our firm belief in, and careful teaching of the
things written in the Bible, that has been one
great cause of the persecution we suffer. For
let the prophesies be understood by the people,
and let them roll on in their fulfilment, and it
will blow to the four winds every religious craft



PROPHECY YET FUTURE. 47

in Christendom, and cause the kingdom of
Christ to arise upon their ruins, while the actual
knowledge of the truth will cover the earth as
the waters do the sea.

Having said so much by way of caution ; if
there are any of my readers so bold, and re-
gardless of consequences, as to dare with me,
to gaze upon the future, we willcommence with
Isaiah xi chap. 11, 12, 15 & 16 verses: ¢¢And
it shall come to pass in that day, the Lord shall
set his hand a second time to recover the rem-
nant of his people, which shall be left, from
Assyria, and fro:m Egypt, and {rom Cush, and
froin Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath,
and from the islands of the sea.

«“ And he shall set up an ensign for the na-
tions, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel,
and gather together the dispersed of Judah,from
the four corners of the earth,

¢ And the Lord shall utterly destroy the
tongue of the Egyptian sea ; and with his mighty
wind will he shake his hand over the river, and
shall smite it, in the seven streaiis thereof, and
make men go over dry shod.

« And there shall be a high way for the rem-
nant of his people, which shall be left from As-
syria: like as it was to [sracl, in the day that
he came up out of the land of Egypt.”

Here you behold an ensign to be reared for
the nations; not only for the dispersed of Ju-
dah, but the outcasts of Isracl. T'he Jews are
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called dispersed because they are scattered
among the nations : but the ten tribes are call-
ed outcasts, because they are cast out, from the
knowledge of the nations, in a land by them-
selves. Now the reader will bear in mind, that
the ten tribes have not dwelt in the land of
Canaan, since they were led captive by Sal-
manezer king of Assyria. We have also pre-
sented belore us in the 15th verse the marvel-
lous power of God, which will be displayed in
the destruction of a small branch of the red sea,
called the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and al-
go the dividing of the seven streams of some ri-
ver; and causing mento go over dry shod;
and lest any should not understand it, literally,
the 15th verse says, “there shall be a high way
for the remnant of his people, which shall be
left from Assyria, like as it was lo Israel when
he came up out of the land of Egypt.” Now
we have only to ask whether in the days of
Moses, the Red Sea was literally divided ? or
whether it was only a figure ? tor as it was then
so it shall be again. And yet we are told by
modern divines, thatthe days of miracles have
gone by forever ; and those who believe in mi-
racles, in our day, are counted as imposters, or
at least, poor ignorant fanatics, and the public
are warned against them, as false teachers who
would if possible deceive the very elect. On
the subject of this restoration, the Prophets
have spoken so fully and so repeatedly, that we
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can only notice a few of the most striking in-
stances, which will go to show the particular
circumstances and incidents attending it, and
the manner and means of its accomplishment.
The 16th chap. of Jer. 14, 15, 16 verses, says
—¢% Therefore behold the days come, saith the
Lord, that it shall no more be said, the Lord
liveth, that brought the children of Israel out of
the land of Egypt; but the Lord liveth that
brought the children of Israel from the north,
and from all the lands whither he had driven
them; and I will bring them again into their
own land that I gave unto their fathers. DBe-
hold, I will send for many fishers, saith the
Lord, and they shall fish them, and after, T will
send for many hunters, and they sha!l hunt them
from every mountain, and from every hill, and
out of the holes of the rocks.” Nowit has
ever been the case with Israel, when they wish-
ed to express the greatness of their God, to
say, the Lord liveth, which brought up our fa-
thers out of the land of Egypt. This saying at
once called to mind the power and miracles of
that memorable event ; and associated with it,
all that was great, and grand, and calculated to
strike the mind with awe, under a lively sense
of the power of Israel’s God. Dut to our as-
tonishment ! something is yet to transpire which
will cast into momentary forgetfulness, all the
great events of that day, and the children of
Israel shall know that their God liveth, by cast-
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ing their minds upon events of recent date
which shall have transpired ,still more glorious
and wonderful than their coming out of Egypt ;
they will exclaiin, the Lord liveth which recent-
ly broaght the children of Israel from the north
and from all lands whither he had driven them;
and hath planted them in the land of Canaan
which he gave our fathers. With this idea will
be associated every display of grandeur and
sublimity, of wonder and amazement, while
they call to mind the revelations, the manifes-
tations, the miracles, and mercies displayed in
bringing about this great event, in the eyes of
all the nations.

In view of this, Jeremiah exclaims in the last
verse of this chapter. < Thercfore bebold, I
will this once cause them to know, I will cause
them to know my hand and my might ; and they
shall know that my name is the Lord.”

But the means made use of to bring about
this glorious event, are not only the raising of
a standard, the lifting up of an ensign, so that
we may know when the time is fulfilled.—
But fishers and hunters are to be employed to
fish and hunt them from every mountain, from
every hill, aud out of the holes of the rocks.
Let the reader mark here; men were not to
send missionaries, (who were not inspired,) to
go and teach Israel several hundred different
doctrines, and opinions of men, and to tell them
they suppose the time has about arrived, for
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them to gather. But the God of Heaven is to
call men by actual Revelation, direct from
Heaven, and to tell them who Israel is; who
the Indians of America are, if they should be
of Israel, and also where the ten tribes are, and
all the scattered remnants of that long lost peo-
ple. He it is, who i to give them their errand
and mission, and to clothe them with power
from on high to execute the great work, in de-
fiance of opposing elements, and all the oppo-
gition of earth and hell combined ; but do you
aslk, why is the Lord to commission men by ac-
tual Revelation? I reply, because he has no
other way of sending menin any age. No man
says the Apostle, taketh this honor upon him-
gclf, but him that is called of God, as was Aaron.
Now we all acknowledge that Aaron was called
by Revelation.

Now the Great Jehovah never has, nor ne-
verwill acknowledge the priesthood or minis-
try of any inan, who is not called by Revela-
tion. and inspired, as in days of old. But, O,
says the reader, you startle me, for the whole
train of modern divines profess no Revelation,
later than the Bible, and no direct inspiration,
or supernatural gift of the Spirit. Do you cast
them all off, and say that they have no authori-
ty? I reply, no, for the Bible does it, and I
only humbly acquiesce in the decision; as they
are no where known in Scripture, except as
teachers, whom the people have heaped to
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themselves, (the word heap does not mean a
few but many.) Butto prove more fully that
God will give revelations in order to bring
about this glorious work, we will refer you to
Ezekiel, xx, 38—38. Itreads, <“As I live, saith
the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and
a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out,
will I rule over you : and I will bring you out
from the people, and will gather you out of the
countries wherein ye are scattered, with a
mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and
with fury poured out. And I will bring you
into the wilderness of the people, and there will
I plead with you face to face. Like as I plead-
ed with your fathers in the wilderness of the
land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith
the Lord God. And I will cause you to pass
under the rod, and I will bring you into the
bond of the covenant; and I will purge out
from among you the rebels, and them that
transgress against me: I will bring them forth
out of the country where they sojourn, and
they shall not enter into the Iand of' Israel : and.
ye shall know that I am the Lord.”

You discover, that this promise begins with a
double assurance ; first, with an oath, asl live;
second, with an assurance, surely, with a mighty
hand, &c. And in the close of the same chap-
ter, lest the people should possibly misunder-
stand him, he exclaims : ¢ O Lord, they say of
me, doth he not speak in parables!” Here we
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have the children of Israel, brought from among
all nations, with a mighty hand, and a stretched
out arm, and with fury poured out, (O ye na-
tions who oppose these things, beware, remem-
ber Pharaoh, and learn wisdom,) we see them
brought into the wilderness of the people ; and
there the Lord is to plead with them, face to
face, just as he did with their fathers, in the
wilderness of IKgypt. This pleading face to
face can never be done, without Revelation,and
a personal manifestation, as much so as in old
times. Now I ask, was all his manifestations
to Israel in the wilderness, a mere fable, not to
be understood literally ? If so, this will be so
too; for one will be precisely like the other,
no parable, but a glorious reality. He will
cause them to pass under the rod, and bring
them into the bond of the covenant. This brings
to mind the new covenant, so often promised in
-the Scriptures, to be made with the house of
Israel aud with the house of Judah, just in time
to gather them from their long dispersion. Some
may suppose that the new covenant which was
to gather Israel, made its appearance in the
days of Christ and his apostles. But Paul tells
us, it was yet future in his day.  So in his xi.
chap. to the Romans, he says, ¢ that blindness
in partis happened to Israel, until the [ulness
of the Gentiles be come in, and so all Israel
shall be saved ; as it is written, ¢ There shall

come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn
*e
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ungodliness from Jacob, for this isthe cove-
nant, when I shall take away their sins.” From
this we learn, that Paul placed that covenant in
the future, even down to the restoration of Is~
rael in the last days, when the times of the
(Gentiles should be fulfilled. Then there should
come a deliverer for Israel, and not before, sees
ing they had rejected the first coming of that
Deliverer. And He himself said to the Jews,
¢“ Behold, your house is left unto you desolate:
from henceforth you shall not see me, until you
shall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord.” Then,and not until then, should
the covenant be renewed with Israel. And
even when the apostles inquired, saying, “Wilt
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel ;” the Saviour made answer, that it was
not for them to know the times and seasons,
which the father had put in his own power ;
but they were to receive power, and bear wit-
nesa of him, &c.; as much as to say, that
work is not for you Apostles to accomplish, but
shall be done in the Lord’s own time, by whom
he will; but go ye, and do the work I have
commanded you.—Again, Isaiah lxi. 8, 9, in
speaking of this covenant, tells us, that it should
make their seed known among the Gentiles, and
their oflspring among the people; and should
cause all that see them, to acknowledge them,
that they are the sced that the Lord hath blessed.
Now we know that it is a question which can
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only be decided by Revelation, whether the ab.
originees of America are the seed of Jacob or
not. Again,itis a matter of uncertainty where
the ten tribes are, or who they are ; but the new
covenant, whenever it makes its appearance,
will reveal these things, and will leave the matter
no longer in suspense; we shall then know
their seed among the Gentiles, and their off-
spring among the people. But O, how different
was the effect of the covenant made eighteen
hundred years ago in its effects upon Israel ; it
cast them off in unbelief, and caused all that
have seen them or heard of them ever since to
acknowledge, that they are the seed that the
Lord hath cursed. When the covenant is re-
newed in the last days, the Lord will bring them
into the bond of the covenant, by manifesting
himself to them face to face. Let me inquire,
how does God make a covenant with the people
in any age? ‘I'he answer is by communica-
ting his will to them by actual revelation; for
without this, it would be impossible to make a
covenant between two parties. Inorder to il-
lustrate this subject, let us bring an example ;
we see how we make covenants with each other.
For instance, a young man wishes to enter into
a covenant of matrimony with a young lady;
but deprive him of the privilege of revealing lLis
mind to her, cut off all direct communication
between them, and a covenant could never be
made; and so it is with the Almighty. He never
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did enter into a covenant with his creatures,
without reve'ations; and he never can do it,
In short, whenever he made a covenant with
the people, where a whole people were concer-
ned, he included in the covenant, the priesthood,
offices, and authorities, together with the ordi-
nances and blessings which pertain to his cove-
nant; and so will he do at this time. When-
ever the new covenant is established, it wilk
organize the kingdom of God with all its offices,
ordinances, gilts and blessings, as in days of
old ; but more of this when we come to treat of
the kingdom of God. But, says the inquirer,
what need have we of the renewal of a covenant
which has never been broken ?

If the Lord made a covenant in the days of the
Apostles, called a new covenant, why should
that covenant still be renewed again, seeing it is
in full force, until it is broken by one party or
the other? This is an important inquiry, involy-
ing the fate of all Christendom in 1ts decision;
we must therefore be very careful to make the
decision perfectly plain, and the proof easy to
be understood. ‘That there was a new covenant
made hetween God and the people, in the days
of Christ and his apostles, none will attempt to
deny ; and if that covenant never has been bro-
ken, it must be of force till the present day, and
coasequently there is no nced of a new one.—
It therefore remains for us to prove, that that
covenant has been broken, completely broken,
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so that it is not in force, either among Jew or
Gentiles, having lost its offices, authorities, pow-
ers, and blessings, insomuch that they are no
where to be found among men. Inorder to do
this, we must examine, what were its offices,
authorities, powers and blessings, and then see
whether they are still known among men.

We read that its offices consisted of apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, all
inspired, and set in the Church, by the Lord
himself, for the edifying of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, &c. And they were to
continue in the Church, wherever it was found
until they all come to the unity of the faith, and
unto the measure of the stature of a man in
Christ.

Secondly, the gifts of the Spirit, which some
call supernatural, were the powers and blessings
which pertained to that covenant, wherever it
existed, among the Jews or Gentiles, so long as
the covenant was of force. Now, I would ask
the world of Christendom, or either of its sects
or parties, if they have apostles, prophets, evan-
gelists, pastors, and teachers inspired, from on
high, together with all the gifts and blessings of
the Holy Spirit, which pertained to the gospel
covenant? 1f not, then the offices and powers
of that covenant have been lost.  And it nust
be through the breaking of that covenant, that
they were lost: for in this way the Jews lost
these privileges, when they were handed to the



58 THE FULFILMENF OF

Gentiles. And Paul told the Gentiles, in his
11th chapter 10 the Romans, that if they did not
abide in his gooduness, they would fall, as the
Jews had done before them. PButin order to
prove by further demonstration, that the gospel
covenant has been broken, by Jew and Gentile,
and all people, so as to be no longer in force, 1
shall quote Isa. xxiv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. ¢ Behold,
the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh
it waste, and turneth it npside down, and scat-
tereth abroud the inhabitants thereof. And it
shall be, as with the people, so with the priest ;

as with the servant, so with the master ; as with
the maid, so with her mistress ; as with the buy-
er, s0 with the seller: as with the lender, so
with the borrower ; as with the taker ot usury,
80 with the giver of usury to him. The land
shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled :
for the Lord hath spoken this word. The earth
mourneth and fadeth away, the world Janguish-
eth and fadeth away, the haughty pcople of the
earth do languish. The earth also ¥s defiled
under the inhabitants thereof ; PECAUSE THEY
HAVE TRANSGRESSED THE LAWS, CHANGED THE
ORDINANCE, BROKEN TIHE EVERLASTING COVE-.
~NANT. ‘Therefore hath the curse devoured the
earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate :
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned,
and few men left.” In these few verses, we
discover a like calamity awaiting priests and
people, rich and poor, bond and free, insomuch
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that they are all to be burned up but a few ; and
the complaint is that the carth is defiled under
the inhabitants thereof, because they have trans-
gressed the laws, changed the ordinances, and
broken the everlasting coverant. Now, this
could not be speaking of any other than the cov-
enant, ordinances, and laws of the Gospel,
made with the people in the days of the apostles ;
because, however any former covenant may
have been broken, yet the inhabitants of the
earth were never destroyed by fire, (all buta
few,) for having broken any previous covenant ;
but this destruction 18 to come by fire as liter-
ally as the flood in the days of Noah; and it
will consume both priests and people from the
earth, and that too for having broken the cove-
nant of the Gospel, with its laws and its ordi-
nances; or else we must get a new edition of
the Bible, leaving out the xxiv. of lsaiah.

Now having settled this question, I trust the
reader will see the need of a new covenant, in
order to save the few that are not to be burned.
We will therefore drop this subject for the pre-
sent, and turn again to the subject of the gath-
ering of Israel; you will please turn and read
the 36, 37, 88, 39 chapters of Ezekiel, In the
36th chap. you will discovera promise that Israel
is to return (rom all the nations where they have
been scattered, and to be brought again to the
land which he gave to their fathers ; Jerusalem
ia to be flled with flocks of men, and all the des-
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olate cities of Judea are to be rebuilt, {enced,
and inhabited ; the land is to be fenced, tilled,
and sown, insomuch, that they should say, this
land that was desolate, is become like the gar-
den of Eden, ¢ I the Lord have spokenit, and
I will do it ; and the heathen shall know that L
the Lord build the ruined places, and plant that,
that was desolate.” < So shall the waste cities
be filled with flocks of men, and they shall know
that I am the Lord.” In the 37th chap. you will
find, after the vision of the resurrection of the
dead, the Prophet goes on to speak of the two
nations, becoming one nation upon the moun-
tains of Israel, and one king being king to them
all ; and when this takes place, they are no
more to be divided into two kingdoms. More-
over the Lord’s tabernacle 1s to be with them,
and his sanctuary in the midst of them forever-
more ; he will forever be their God, und they
shall be his people. ¢ And the heathen shall
know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when
my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for-
evermore.” Now, it is a fact well known, that
Judah and the ten tribes have never been one
nation, upon the mountains of Israel, since the
day thcy weve (irst Jdivided into two nations.
But, when this docs take place, even the very
heathen are to know it, and are to be convinced
of the true God, as was the case with Cyrus.
Now, if the missionaries should convert the
world, before the Lord does this great work,



PROPHECY YET FUTURE. 81

then it will save the Lord the trouble of doing
it in his own way, and it will save the trouble of
fulfilling the Prophets, and the word of the Lord
will fail, and all the world lay hold on infidelity.
Well did the Lord say, ‘“my ways are not as
your ways, nor my thoughts as your thoughts.”
Chapters 38 and 39 present us with a view of
many nations, united under one great head,
whom the Lord is pleased to call Gog ; and be-
ing mounted on horseback, and armed with all
sorts of armour, they come up against the moun-
tains of Israel, as a cloud to cover the Jand;
their object is to take a prey, to take away silver
and gold, and cattle, and goods in great abun-
dance.

And this is an event which is to transpire af-
ter the return ol the Jews, and the rebuilding
of Jerusalem ; while the towns of the land of
Judea are without walls, having neither bars nor
gates. But while they are at the point to swal-
low up the Jews, and lay waste their country,
behold the Lord’s fury comes up in his face, a
mighty earthquake is the result, insomuch that
the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air,
and all creeping things, and all men upon the
face of the earth, shall shake at his presence,
and every wall shall fall to the ground, and eve-
ry man’s sword shall be turned against his neigh-
bor in this army, and the Lord shall rain upon
him, and upon his bands, and upon the many
people that are with him, an overflowing rain,

f
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great hail-stones, fire and brimstone. And thus
he will magnify himself, and sanctify himself, in
the eyes ot many nations, and they shall know
that he is the Lord; thus they shall fall upon
the open field, upon the mountains of lsrael,
even Gog and all his army, horses and horse-
men ; and the Jews shall go forth and gather
the weapons of war, such as hand staves, spears,
shields, and bows and arrows ; and these wea-
pons shall last the cities of Israel seven years
for fuel, so that they shall cut no wood out of
the forest, for they shall burn the weapons with
fire; and they shall spoil those that spoiled
them, and rob those that robbed them, and they
shall gather gold and silver,and apparel, in great
abundance. At this time, the fowls of the air,
and the beasts of the field, shall have a great
feast ; yea, they are to eat fat until they be full,
and drink blood until they be drunken. They
are to ead the flesh of captains, and kings, and
mighty men, and all men of war. But the Jews
will have a very serious duty to perform, which
will take no less than seven months; namely,
the burying of their enemies. They will select
a place on the east side of the sea, called the
Valley of the Passengers ; and there shall they
bury Gog and all his multitude, and they shall
call it the Valley of Haman Gog. And the
scent shall go forth, insomuch that it shall stop
the noses of the passengers: thus shall they
cleanse the land. ¢ And I will set my glory
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among the heathen, and all the heathen shall
see my judgment that I have executed, and my
hand that I have laid upon them ; so the house
of Isracl shall know that [ am the Lord their
God, from that day forward.” < And the hea-
then shall know that the house of Israel went
into captivity for their iniquity, because they
trespassed against me ; therefore hid I my face
from them, and gave them into the hand of their
enemies, 80 fell they by the sword.” Accord-
ing to their uncleanness, and according to all
their transgressions, have I done unto them,
and hid my face from them ; therefore saith the
Lord God, now will I bring again the captivity
of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house
of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name ;
after they have borne their shame, and all their
trespasses, whereby they have trespassed against
me, when they dwelt in their own land, and
none made them afraid. When I have brought
them again from the people, and gathered them
out of their enemy’s lands, and am sanoctified in
them, in the eyes of many nations; then shall’
they know that I am the Lord their God, who
caused them to be led.into captivity among the
heathen ; but I have gathered them into their
own land, and left none of them any more there ;
neither will [ hide my face any more from them,
for I have poured out my Spirit upon the whole
house of Israel, saith the Lord God.”

In the foregoing, we discover that the. hea-
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then are to know, that the house of Isracl went
into captivity for their iniquity, and are gathe-
red again by the hand of God, after having
borne their shame for all their trespasses, and
the house of' Israel will know that it was the
Lord their God who caused them to be led into
captivity among the heathen, and that he it was,
that gathered and defended them, and he will
hide his face no more from them, but will pour
out his Spirit upon them.

O, ye blind, ye stiff-necked, ye hard-hearted
generation, with the Bible circulated among all
nations ; will whole nations be so blind as to
fulfil this prophesy, and not know it, until it
brings destruction upon their own heads 7 Why
all this blindness ? Alas! it is because of false
teachers, who will tell them the Bible must be
spititunlized. Others tell us that these prophe-
sies can never be understood, until they are
fulfilled. If this be the case, then we can never
escape the judgments predicted in them, but
must continue the children of darkness, until
they come upon us unawares, and sweep us
from the earth. Then where will be the conso-
lation of looking back and seeing them fulfilled ?
But blessed be God, he has told us by the mouth
of Daniel, that many, shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall be increased, and that the wise
shall understand, but none of the wicked shall
understand. And now, I would ask, who are
more wicked than the wilfully blind leaders of
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the blind, who tell us we cannot understand the
Scriptures? Zachariah, in his 14th chapter,
has told us much, concerning the great bat-
tle and overthrow of the nations who fight
against Jerusalem, and he has said in plain
words, that the Lord should come at the very
time of the overthrow of that army ; yes, in fact,
even while they are in the act of taking Jeru-
salem, and have already succeeded in taking
one half of the city and spoiling their houses,
and ravishing their women. Then behold their
long expected Messiah, suddenly standing his
feet upon the Mount of Olives, a little east of
Jerusalem, to fight against these nations, and
deliver the Jews. Zachariah says, the Mount
of Olives shall cleave in twain, from East to
West, and one half of the mountain removes
to the North, while the other half falls off to the
South ; suddenly forming a very great valley,
into which the Jews shall flee for protection
from their cnemies, like they fled from the
earthquake in the days of Uzziah, king of Ju-
dah ; while the Lord cometh with all the saints
with him. Then will the Jews behold that long,
long expected Messiah, coming in power to their
deliverance, as they always looked for him.—
He destroys their enemies, and delivers them
from trouble, at the very time they were in the
utmost consternation, and about to be swallow-
ed up by their enemies. But what is their as-

tonishment, when as they are about to fall at the
*f
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feet of their Deliverer, and acknowledge him
as their Messiah, they discover the wounds
which once pierced his hands and feet and side,
and on inquiry at once recognize Jesus of Naz-
areth, the King of the Jews, the man so long
rejected.  Well did the Prophet say, they shall
mourn and weep, every family apart, and their
wives apart. But, thank heaven, there will be
an end to their mourning ; for he will forgive
their iniquities, and clcanse them from all un-
cleanness. And Jerusalem shall be a-holy city
from that time forth ; and all the land shall be
turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon, and
shall be lifted up and inhabited in her place, and
men shall dwell there, and there shall be no
more utter destruction of Jerusalem ; ¢t and in
that day there shall be one Lord, and his name
one, and he shall be King over all the earth.”
John, in his 11th chapter of Revelations, gives
us many more particulars concerning this same
event. He informs us, that after the city and
temple are rebuilt by the Jews, the Gentiles
will tread it under foot, forty and two months,
during which time, there will be two Prophets
continually prophesying, and working mighty
miracles. And it scems that the Gentile army
are hindered from utterly destroying and over-
throwing the city, while their two Prophets
continue. But after a struggle of three years
and a half, they at length succeed in destroying
these two prophets, and then overrunning much
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of the city. They send gifts to each other, be-
cause of the death of the two prophets, and in
the mean time, will not allow their dead bodies
to be put in graves, but suffer them to lie in the
streets of Jerusalem three days and a half: du-
ring which the armies of the Gentiles, consis-
ting of many kindreds, tongues, and nations,
(passing through the city plundering the Jews,)
see their dead bodies lying in the street. But
after three days and a half, on a sudden the
Spirit of life, from God enters them, and they
will arise and stand upon their feet, and great
fear will fall upon them that see them. And
then they hear a voice from Heaven saying,
« come up hither,” and they ascend up to Hea-
ven in a cloud, and their enemies behold them.
And having described all these things, then
comes the shaking spoken of by Ezekial ; and
the rending of the Mount of Olives, spoken of
by Zachariab. John says, ¢‘the same hour there
was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of
the city fell ; and in the earthquake were slain
of men seven thousand.” And then one of the
next scenes that follow, is the sound of voices,
saying, ¢ the kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ, and
he shall reign forever and ever.”

Now, having summed up the description of
these great events spoken of by these Prophets,
I would just remark, that there is no difbculty
in understanding them all to be perfectly plain,
and literal in their fulfilinent.



é8 THE FULFILMENT OF

Suffice it to say, the Jews gather home, and
rebuild Jerusalem. The nations gather against
them to battle. Their armies compass the city,
and have more or less power over it for three
years and a half. A couple of Jewish Prophets,
by their mighty miracles, keep them from utter-
ly overcoming the Jews, until at length they
are slain, and the city is left in a great measure
to the mercy of their enemies for three days
and a half; the two prophets rise fromn the
dead, and ascend up into Heaven. The Mes-
siah comes, convulses the earth, overthrows the
army of the Gentiles, delivers the Jews, clean-
ses Jerusalem, cuts off all wickedness {rom the
earth, raises the saints from the dead, brings
them with him, and commences his reign of a
thousand years ; during which time his spirit
will be poured out upon all flesh; men and
beasts, birds and serpents, will be perfectly
harmless, and peace and the knowledge of the
glory of God, cover the earth as the waters co-
ver the sea. And the kingdom and the great-
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, be
given to the saints of the Most High.

During this thousand years, Satan will be
bound, and have no power to tempt the chil-
dren of men. And the earth itself will be de-
livered from the curse which came by reason
of the fall. The rough places will become
smooth ; the barren descrts fruitful ; the moun-
tains levelled ; the valleys exalted ; the thorn
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and thistle shall no more be found, but all the
earth shall yield her increase in abundance to
the saints of God. But after the thousand
years are ended, then shall Satan be loosed,
and shall go out to deceive the nations which
dwell in the four quarters of the earth, to gath-
er them to battle, and to bring them up to bat-
tle against the camp of the saints. Then the
great and last struggle takes place between
God and Batan, for the empire of the earth.—
Satan and his army are overthrown. And after
these great things, comes the end of the earth ;
the resurrection of the wicked and the last
judgment. And there shall be a new carth and
a ncw Heaven, for the former earth and the
formar heaven have passed away, thatis, they
will be changed from temporal to eternal, and
made fit for thc abode of immortals. Then
cometh Jerusalem down from God, out of Hea-
ven, having been renewed, as well as the hea-
vens and the earth, ¥For said he, ¢ behold I
make all things new.” This new city placed
upon the new earth, with the Lord God and the
Lamb in the midst, seems to be man’s eternal
abode, insomuch that after all our longings for
a place beyond the bounds ef time and space,
(as saith the poet,) we are at last brought to our
common senses, and given to understand, that
man is destined forever to inherit this self same
planet, upon which he was first created ; it be-
ing redeemed, sanctificd, renewed, purified and
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prepared as an eternal inheritance of immor-
tality and eternal life, with the Holy City for its
capitol, the throne of God in the midst, for its
seat of government ; and watered with a stream
clear as chrystal, called the Waters of Life,
issuing from the throne of Jehovah; while ei-
ther side is adorned with trees of never fading
beauty. ¢ Blessed are they that do his com-
mandments, that they may have a right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city.” By this time, we begin to under-
stand the words of the Saviour. ¢ Blessed are
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”—
And also the song whieh John heard in Heaven,
which ended thus: ¢ We shall reign on the
EARTH.”—Reader, do not be startled ; suppose
you were to be caught up into Heaven, there
to stand with the redeemed of every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people, and join them in
singing ; and to your astonishment, all Heaven
is filled with joy, while they tune the immortal
lyre, in joyful anticipation of one day reigning
on the earth-—a planet now under the dominion
of Satan, the abode of wretchedness and misery,
from which your glad spirit had taken its flight,
and as yousupposed an everlasting farewell.—
You might perhaps be startled for a moment,
and inquire within yourself, why have I never
heard this theme sung among the churches on
earth? Well my friend the answer would be,
because you lived in a day when people did not
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understand the Scriptures. Abraham would
tell you, you should have read the promise of
God to him, Gen. xvii. 8., where God not
only promised the land of Canaan to his seed
for an everlasting possession, but also to him.
Then you should have read the testimony of
Stephen, Acts vii. 5, by which you would
have ascertained that Abraham never had inhe-
rited that promise, but was still expecting to
rize from the dead and be brought into the land
of Canaan to inherit it. Yes, says Ezekiel,
if you had read the 37th chapter of my Pro-
phecies, you would have found a positive pro-
mise that God would open the graves of the
whole house of Israel, who were dead, and
gather up their dry bones, and put them togeth-
er, each to its own proper place, and even
clothe them again with flesh, sinews, and skin,
and put his spirit in them, and they should live ;
and then, instead of being caught up to Hea-
ven, they should be brought into the land of
Canaan, which the Lord gave to them, and they
should inherit it. But still astonished, you
might turn to Job, but Job, surprised to find
one unacquainted with so plain a subject, would
exclaim, did you never read my 19th chapter,
from the 23d to the 27th verses, where 1 de-
clare, I wish my words were printed in a book,
saying that my Redeemer would stand on the
earth in the latter day, and that 1 should sce
him in the flesh, for myself, and not another ;
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though worms should destroy this body 7 Even
David, the sweet singer of Israel, would eall to
your mind his 37th Psalm, where he repeatedly
declares that the meek shall inberit the earth
forever after the wicked are cut off from the
face thereof. And last of all, to set the matter
forever at rest, the voice of the Saviour would
mildly fall upon your ear in his sermon on the
mount, declaring emphatically, ¢ Blessed are
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” To
these things you would answer, 1 have read
these passages to be sure, but was always
taught to believe that they did not mean so,
therefore I never understood them until now,
Let me go and tell the people, what wonders
have opcned to my view since my arrival in Hea-
ven, merely from having heard one short song.
It is true I have heard much of the glories of
Heaven described while on earth, but never
once thought of their rejoicing in anticipation
of returning to the earth. Says the Saviour,
“they have Moses and the Prophets, if they
will not believe them, neither would they be-
lieve although one should rise from the dead.”

We will now return to the subject of the
coming of Messiah, and the ushering in of that
glorious day, called the Millenium, or rest of a
thousand years. We gather from the field of
prophecy, through which we have passed, first,
that that glorious day will be ushered in by the
personal coming of Christ and the resurrection
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of all the snints. Second, we learn that all the
wicked will be destroyed from the earth, by
overwhelming judgments of God, and by fire at
the time of his coming, insomuch that the earth
will be cleansed by fire from its wicked inhabi-
tants, as it once was by water; and that bur-
ning, will include priests as well as people : all
but.a few shall be burned. This burning more
especially applies to the fallen church, than to
the heathen or Jews, whom they are now try-
ing to convert. Wo uunto you, Gentiles, who
.call yourselves the pcople of the Lord, but have
made void the law of God by your traditions ;
for in vain do you call Lord, Lord, and do not
the things which Jesus commands ; in vain do
ye worship bhim, teaching for doctrines, the com-
mandments of men. Behold, the sword of ven-
geance hangs over you, and except you repent,
it will soon fall upon you, and it will be more
tolerable in that day for the Jews and heathen,
than for you. Behold ye flatter yourselves that
the glorious day spoken of by the prophets, will
be ushered in by your modern inventions and
moneyed plans, which are got up in order to
convert the Jews and heathen, to the various
sectarian principles now existing among your-
sclves, and you expect when this is done, to be-
hold a Millenium nfter your own heart. But
the Jews and heathen never will be converted
as a people to any other plan than that laid
down in the Bible, for the great restoration of

g
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Israel. 4And you yourselves are laboring under
a broken covenant, and ripening for the fire as
fast as possible, But do not count me your
enemy because I tell you the truth, for God is
my witness that I love your souls too well, to
keep back any truth from you, however severe
it may seem. The wounds of a friend are bet-
ter than the kisses of an enemy. Now concer-
ning the signs of the times, the inquiry often
arises, when shall these things be, and what
sign shall there be when these things shall come
topass? I am often asked the question wheth-
er it is near at hand ; I will therefore tell you
all, whereby you may know for yourselves, (and
not be dependant on the knowliedge of others,)
when it is nigh even at the doors.

Now you behold the apple-tree, and all the
trees, when they begin to shoot forth their
leaves, ye know of your own selves that summer
is nigh at hand ; and so likewise when ye shall
see great earthquakes, famines, pestilence, and
plagues of every kind ; the sea breaking beyond
its bounde, and all things in commotion ; the
nations distressed with perplexity ; men’s hearts
failing them for fecar, and for ooking for the
things which ar¢ coming on the earth—when
you see 8igns in the heavens above, and in the
earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke ; the sun turned to darkness, the moon
to blood, and stara hurled from their courses—
when you see the Jews gathering to Jerusalem,
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.and the armies of the natione gathering against
them to battle—you may know with a perfect
knowledge, that his coming is near, even at the
doors, ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto you, this
generation shall not pass away until all shall be
fulfilled.” Heaven and carth shall pass away,
but not one word of all that the Lord has spo-
ken by the mouth of all his holy prophets and
apostles shall fail. Whoever will look to the
word of the prophets, and to the sayings of Je-
sus Christ, on this subject, the same will be
convinced that all the signs of which I have spo-
ken, are clearly pointed out as the signs of
his coming. But, notwithstanding all these
things are written, his coming will overtake the
world unawares, as the flood did the people, in
the days of Noah. The reason is, they will
not understand the prophets. They will not
endure sound doctrine ; their ears are turned
away from the truth, and turned to fables, be-
cause of false teachers and the precepts of men ;
and what is still worse, when God sends men
with the new and everlasting covenant, and
clothes them with boldness to testify to the
truth, they will be treated as the servants of
God have been before them by the fallen church-
es, every church will cleave to their own way,
and will unite in saying there is no need of these
new things, the good old way is right; while at
the sanie time they are walking in as many dif-
erent ways as there are sects, and only agreed
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in persecuting and speaking all manner of evil
against the fishers and hunters, whom God shall
send. But, thank heaven, there are individuals
in every sect who are humbly seeking the truth,
and who will know the voice of truth, and be
gathered out and planted in the new and ever-
lasting covenant, and they wiil be adopted into
the family of Israel, and will be gathered with
them, and be partakers of the same covenantof
promise. Yea, as Jeremiah says, in the 16th
chapter of his prophecies, ¢ The Gentiles shall
come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and
ghall say, surely our fathers have inherited lies,
vanities, and things wherein there is no profit.”
But as the Jews nverlooked his first coniing, by
not understanding the prophets, and fastening
their whole expectations on his glorious coming
in the last days, to restore the kingdom to Israel,
and avenge them of their enemies; and by this
mistake were broken and scattered : so the Gen-
tiles will overlook the prophecies concerning his
second coming, by confounding them with the
last judgment, which is to take place more than
a thousand years afterward. But this fatal
mistake, instead of causing the Gentiles to be
broken and scattered, will cause them to be
ground to powder.

O ! my brethren according to the flesh, my
soul mourns over you; and had 1 a voice like
a trumpet, I would cry, awake, awake, and
arouse from your slumbers, for the time is ful-
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filled, your destruction is at the door; for I
have heard from the Lord God of Hosts, a
Consumption, even determined upon the whole
earth.” Prepare to meet your God ! And again,
awake, O ! house of Israel, and lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh : yea,
Depart ye, Depart ye, go ye out from thence,
gather home from your long dispersion ; rebuild
your cities; yea, go ye out from the nations,
from one end of heaven to the other; but let
not your flight be in haste, for the Lord shall go
before you, and the God of [srael shall be your
rear ward, And finally, T would say to all, both
Jew and Gentile, repent ye, repent ye, for the
great day of the Lord is at hand : for if I, who
am a man, do lift up my voice, and call upon
you to repent, and ye hate me, what will ye say
when the day cometh, when the thunders shall
utter their voices to the ends of the earth, speak-
ing to the ears of all that live, saying, ¢ Repent,
and prepare for the great day of the Lord.”—
Yea, again, when the lightnings shall streak
forth from the east unto the west, and shall ut-
ter forth their voices unto all that live, and make
the ears of all that hear to tingle, saying these
words, Repent ye, for the great day of the Lord
is come. And agaim, the Lord shall utter his
voice out of Ileaven, saying, ¢ Hearken, O ye
nations of the earth, and hear the words of that
God who made you : O ye nations of the earth,
how often would I have gathered you together

*g
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as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
but ye would not.” ¢ How often have I called
upon you by the mouth of my servants, and by
the ministering of angels, and by mine own
voice, and by the voice of thunderings, and by
the voce of lightnings, and by the voice of tem-.
pests, and by the voice of earthquakes and great
hail-storms, and by the voice of famine, and
pestilences of every kind, and by the great
sound of a trump, and by the voice of judg-
ments, and by the voice of mercy, all the day
long, and by the voice of glory and honour, and
the riches of eternal life ; and would have saved
you with an everlasting salvation, but you would
not.” ¢ Behold the day has come, when the
cup of the wrath of mine indignation is full.”



CHAPTER IIL

THE XINGDOM OF GOD,

“ Seek first the kingdom of God.” This was
the command of the Saviour while on the earth,
teaching the children of men.

Having taken a general view of the Prophe-
cies Past and Future—we will now proceed to
fulfil this command, and search out the king-
dom of God. But before we proceed, I would
again caution the reader not to proceed with
me 1n this research, unless he is prepared to
sacrifice every thing, even to his good name,
and his life itself, if necessary, as a sacrifice for
the truth ; for if he should once get a view of
the kingdom of God, he will be so delighted that
he never will rest satisfied short of becoming a
citizen of the same. And yet it will be so un.
like every other system of religion now on earth,
that he will be astonished that any person with
the Bible in his hand, should ever have mista-
ken any of the systems of men, for the kingdom
of God. Now there are certain powers, privi-
leges, and blessings, pertainiug to the kingdom
of God, whicl are found in no other kingdom,
nor enjoyed by any other people; By these
things it was ever distinguished from all other
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kingdoms and systems, insomuch that the inqui-
ring mind, who is seeking the kingdom of God,
being once acquainted with these peculiarities
concerning it, need never mistake or Le at a loss
to know when he has found it. But before we
proceed any farther in our research, let us
agree upon the mcaning of the term, or the
sense in which we will use it ; for some apply
this term to the kingdom of Glory above, and.
some to the individual en]oymentq of their own
souls, while others apply it to his organized
government on the earth. Now when we speak
of the kingdom of God, we wish to be under-
stood as speaking of his organized government.
on the earth,

Now reader, we launch forth into the wide
field before us, in search of a kingdom. But
stop, let us consider ;—what is a kmgdom |
reply, that four things are required in order to
constitute any kingdom, in Heaven or on earth :
Namely, first, a king ; secondly, commissioned
officers duly qualified to execute his ordinances
and laws ; thirdly, a code of laws, by which the
citizens are governed ; and fourthly, subjects
who are governed. Now, where these exist in
their proper order and regular authority, there
is a kingdom : but where either of these cease
to exist, there is a disorganization of the king-
dom, consequently an end of the kingdom, unti}
re-organized after the same manner as before.
Now in this respect, the kingdom of God is like
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all other kingdoms: wherever we find officers
duly commissioned and qualified by the Lord
Jesus, together with his ordinances and laws
existing in purity, unmixed with any precepts
or commandments of men ; there the kingdom
of (God exists, and there his power is manifest,
and his blessings enjoyed as in days of old.

We shall now take a view of the setting up
of the kingdom of God in the days of the Apos-
tles. The first intimation of its near approach
was by an angel to Zachariah, promising him a
3on, who should go before the king to prepare
his way. The next manifestation was to Mary,
and finally to Joseph. by an holy angel, promi-

- sing the birth of the Messiah ; while at the same
time the Holy Ghost manifested unto Simeon in
the temple that he should not die until he had
seen the Saviour. Thus, all these, together
with the shepherds and the wise men from the
east, began to rejoice with a joy unspeakable
and full of glory, while the world around them
knew not the occasion of their joy, After these
things, all seemed to rest in silent expectation,
until John had grown to manhood, when he
come bounding from the wilderness of Judea
with a proclamation strapge and new ; crying,
<«repent ye for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand,” baptizing unto repentance, telling them
plainly that their king was already standing
among them on the poiunt of setting up his king-
dom. And while he yet ministered, the Mes.
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siah came, and was baptized and sealed with
the Spirit of God, which rested tipon him in the
form of a dove ; and soon after he began the
same proclamation as John, saying, ¢ Repent
ye for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” And
soon after choosing twelve disciples, he sent
them forth into all the cities of Judea, with the
same proclamation— “the kingdom of heaven is
at hand ;” and after them he gent seventy, and
still another seventy, with the same news, so
that all might be well, warned and prepared for
a kingdom, which was soon to be organized
among them. But when these things had pro-
duced the desired effect, in causing a general
expectation, more especially in the hearts of his
disciples, who daily expected to triumph over
their persecutors, by the coronation of this glo-
rious personage, while they themselves were
hoping for a reward of all their tail and sacrifi-
ces made for his sake, by being exalted to digni-
ty near his person—what must h:ave been their
disappointment, when they saw their king ta-
ken and crucified, being mocked, derided, ridi-
culed, and finally overcomeand triumphed over
both by Jew and Gentile? They would gladly
have died in battle, to have placed him upon the
throne ; but tamely to submit without a strug-
gle, to give up all their expectations, and sink
in despair, from the highest pitch of enthusiasm
to the lowest degradation, was more than they
could well endure. They shrunk back in sor-
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row, and turned every man unto his net, or to
their several occupations, supposing all was
over; probably with reflections like these : is
this the result of all our labours 1 was.it for this
we forsook all worldly objects, our friends, our
houses, and lands, suffering persecution, hun-
ger, fatigue, and disgrace >—and we trusted it
should have been he, who would have delivered
Israel ; but alas, they have killed him, and all
is over. For three years we have awakened a
general expectation through all Judea, by tel-
ling them the kingdom of heaven was at hand,
but now our king is dead, how shall we dare to
look the people in the face. With these reflec-
tions, each pursuing his own course, all was
again turned to silence, and the voice had cea-
sed to be heard in Judea, crying, repent ye, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Jesus slept
in the arms of death; a great stone with the
seal of state secured the tomb where he lay,
while the Roman guard stood in watchful si-
lence, to see that all was kept secure, when
suddenly from the regions of glory, a mighty
angel descended, at whose presence the soldiers
fell back as dead men, while he rolled the stone
from the door of the sepulchre, and the Son of
God awoke from his slumnbers, burst the bonds
of death, and soon after appearing to Mary, he
sent her to the disciples with the joyful news of
his resurrection, and appointing a place to meet
them. When, alter sceing him, all their sor.
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row wus turned into joy, and all their former
hopes were suddenly revived, they were no
longer to cry, the kingdom of heaven is at band,,
but were to tarry at Jerusalem, until the king-.
dom was established, and they prepared to un-
lock the door of the kingdom, and to adopt.
strangers and foreigners into it as legal citizens,
by administering certain laws and ordinances,
which were invariably the laws of adoption;
without which no man could ever become a citi-
zen. Having ascended up on high, and having
been crowned with all power in heaven and on
earth, he again comes to his disciples and gives.
them their authority, saying unto them. ¢ Go.
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to.
every creature ; he that believeth and 1s bapti-
zed shall be saved, but he that believeth not
shall be damned : and these signs shall follow
them that believe : in my name shall they cast
out devils ; they shall speak with new tongues;
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them ; they
shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recov-
er.”—Mark xvi., 15, 16, 17, 18. Now, I wish
the render never to pass this commission, until
he understands it, because, when once nnder-
stood, he never need mistuke the kingdom of
God, but will at once discover those peculiari-
ties, which were forever to distinguish it from
all otherkingdoms or religious systems on earth :
and lest he should imisunderstand, we will an-
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alyze it, and look at each part carefully in its
own proper light :—first, they were to preach
the gospel, (or in other words, the glad tidings
of a crucified and risen Redeemer) to all the
world ; secondly, he that believeth, and is bap-
tized, shall be saved ; thirdly, he that did not
believe what they preached should be damned;
and fourthly, these signs shall follow them that
believe —first, they are to cast out devils ; sec-
ond, to speak with new tongues ; third, to take
up serpents ; fourth, if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; fifth, they were
to lay hands on the sick, and they should re-
cover.

Now it is wilful blindness, or ignorance of
the English language, that hasever caused any
misunderstanding here. For some do tell us
that those signs were only to follow' the apos-
tles ; and others tell us that they were only to
follow helievers of that age. But Christ places
the preaching, the belicving, the salvation, and
the signs that were to follow, all on an eqnal
footing ; where one was limited the other must
be; where one ceascd, the other did. If the
language limits these signs to the apostles, it
limits faith and salvation also to them. If no
nthers were to have these signs follow them,
then no others were to believe, and no others
were to be saved : again, if the language limits
these signs to the first age or ages of Christian.

ity, then it limits salvation to the first ages of
h



86 THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

Christianity ; for one is precisely as much lim-
ited as the other; and where one is in force,
the other is—and where one ends the other must
stop. And as well might we say preaching of
the gospel is no longer needed ; faith i8 no lon-
ger needed ; salvation is no longer needed ; they
were only given at {irst to establish the gospel :
as to say thesc signs are no longer necessary,
they were only given to establish the gospel,—
But says the astonished reader, have not these
signs ceased from among men? I reply, prove
that they have ceased, and it will prove that the
gospel has ceased to be preached, and that men
have ceased to believe and be saved, and the
world without the kingdom of God; or else it
will prove that Jesus Christ was an impostor,
and his promises of no effect.

Now, having analyzed and understood this
commission, let us still pursue the subject of the
organization of the kingdom of God, in the days
of the apostles. The Savior having given them
their authority, commands them to tarry, and
not undertake their mission, until they were
endowed with power from on high. But why this
delay ? because no man was ever qualified, or
ever will be, to preach that gospel, and teach
all things whatsoever Jesus commanded them,
without the Holy Ghost ; and a very diflerent
Holy Ghost too, from the one now enjoyed by
men who are not inspired : for the Holy Ghost
of which Jesus spake would guide into all truth,
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bring all things to remembrance, whatsoever he
had said unto them, and show them things to
come—mnot to mention that it would enable them
to speak in all the languages of the earth.—
Now a man who preaches, needs that Holy
Ghost very much ; first, to guide into all truth,
that he may know what to teach; second, to
strengthen his memory, Jest he might neglect
to teach some of the things which were com-
manded them ; and third, he needs to know
things to come, (and that would constitute him
a prophet,) that he might forewarn his hearers
of approaching danger. From this, the reader
may see how careful Jesus was, that none
should preach his gospel without the Holy
Ghost. He may also learn how different the
Spirt of Truth is from the spirits now ubroad
in the earth, deceiving the world, under the
name of the Holy Ghost. If the churches of
the present day have the Holy Ghost, why are
they so much at a loss to understand truth?
Why do they walk in so many different ways
and doctrines ? Why do they need whole libra-
ries of sermons, tracts, divinities, debates, argu-
ments and opinions, all written by the wisdom
of men, without even professing to be inspired ?
Well doth the Lord complain, saying, ¢ their
fear towards me is taught by the precepts of
men.” But to return—the apostles tarried at
Jerusalem, until endowed with power, and then
they commenced to proclaim the gospel.



88 THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

Here we have discovered several things to-
wards a kingdom ; lst. we have found a king,
crowned at the right hand of God ; to whom is
committed all power in heaven and on earth ;
2d. the laws by which they were to be gover-
ned, were, ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER JESUS HAD
COMMANDED IS DISCIPLES TO TEACH THEM,

And now if we can find how men became
citizens of that kingdom, I mean as to the rules
of adoption, then we have found the kingdom
of God in that age, and shall be very much dis-
satisfied with every thing in our own age, pro-
fessing to be the kingdom of God, which is not
according to the pattern.

It happened that there were no natural born
subjects or that kingdom ; for both Jew and
Gentile were included in sin and unbelief ; and
none could be citizens without the law of adop-
tion, and all that believed on the name of the
king, had power to be adopted : but there was
but one invariable rule or plan by which they
were adopted ; and all that undertook to claim
citizenship in any other way whatever, were
counted thieves and robbers, and could never
obtain the scal of adoption. This rule. was luid
down in the Saviour’s teaching to Nicodemus,
namely, ‘¢ except a man be born of water (that
13, baptized in water) and of the Spirit (that is,
baptized with the Spirit,) he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.”

Now to Peter were given the keys of the
kingdom ; therefore it was his duty to open the
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kingdom to Jew, and also to Gentile. We will
th(,n,l'ore caremlly examine the manner in which
he did adopt the Jews into the kingdom, at the
day of Pc_ntt.coqt

Now when the multitude came running to-
gether on the day of Pentecost, the apostle Pe-
ter standing up with the eleven, lifted his voice
and reasoned with them from the Scriptures,
testifying of Jesus Christ, and his resurrection
and ascension upon lll}.{ll~-1n301nuch that many
became convinced of the truth, and inquired
what they should do. These were not chris-
tians ; but they were pcople who were that mo-
ment convinced that Jesus was the Christ, and
becausc they were convinced of this fact, they
inquired ¢ what shall we do?’ Then Peter
said unto them, ¢ repent and be baptized every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost; for the promise is unto
you and your clnld:en, and to all that arc afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call.” My reader, do you understand this proc-
lamation ? if you do you will sec that thig gos-
pel is not gencerally p:ea(,hed in modern times.
I.et us therefore analyze and examine it, sen-
tence by sentence. You recollect they alrcady
believed, and the next thing was for them to
repent : first, faith ; second, repeutance ; third,
baptism ; fourth remission of sins ; and ﬁlth, t‘v
Iloly Ghost. This was the order of:h Vool

*h
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Faith gave the power to become sons, or citi-
zens ; repentance and baptism in his name, was
the obedience through which they were adop-
ted ; and the Holy Spirit of promise was the
seal of their adoption, and this they were sure
to receive if they would obey. Now, reader,
where do you hear such preaching inour day ?
Who teaches that those who believe and repent,
should be baptized, and none others 7 Perhaps
the reader may say the haptists do; but do they
call upon men to be baptized as soon as they
believe and repent? And moreover, do they
proimise the remission of sins, with the gift of
the Holy Ghost? Recollect now, what effect
the Holy Ghost has upon people who receive
it. It will guide them into all truth, strengthen
the memory, and show them things to come. —
And Joel has said, it would cause them to dream
dreams, to see visions, and to prophesy. O'!
my reader, where do you find a gospel like this
preached among men 7 Would nien go mour-
ning for weeks upon weeks, without the forgive-
ness of sing, or the comfort of the Holy Spirit,
if Peter stood among us, to tell precisely how
to get such blessings? Now what would you
think of a camp meeting, where three thousand
men should come forward to be prayed for ?
and one of the ministers should (Peter-like,)
command them every one torepent and be bap-
tized for the remission of sins, promising that
all who obeyed, should receive the remission of
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sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, which
should cause them to dream dreams and proph-
esy ; and then should arise with his brethren
of the same calling, and the same hour com-
mence baptizing, and continue until they had
haptized them all; and the Holy Ghost should
fall upon them, and they begin to see visions,
speak in other tongues and prophesy. Would
not the news go abroad far and wide, that a new
doctrine had made its appearance, quite diffe-
rent from any thing now practised among men ?
O yes, says the reader, this to be sure would
be something new, and very strange to all of us.
Well, strange as it may seem, it is the gospel,
as preached by Peter on the day of Puntecost :
and Paul declares that he preached the same
gospel that Peter did ; and he has also said,
‘ though we or an angel from Heaven, preach
any other gospel, let bim be accursed.” Now
the reader need no longer be astonished to see
that these signs do nnt follow them that believe
some other gospel, or doctrine, different from
that preached by the aposties.

But now let us return to the kingdom of God
organized in the days of the apostles ; you dis-
cover that three thousand persons were adopted
into the kingdom the first day the door was
opencd. These, together with the numerous
additions which were afterwards made, were
the subjects of this kingdomn ; which being fitly
framed together ; grew unto a holy temple in
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the Lord. Thus we have cleared away the
rubbish of sectarian tradition and superstition,
which arose in heaps around us; and having
searched carefully, we have at length discove-
red the kingdom of God, ag it existed at its first
organization, in the days of the apostles ; and
we have seen that it differs widely from all mod-
ern systems of religion, both in its ofticers, ordi-
nances, powers and privileges, insomuch that
no man need ever mistake the one for the other,
Having made this discovery, we shall proceed
to examine the progress of that kingdom, among
Jew and Gentile ; and what were its fruits, and
what its gifts, and blessings as enjoyed by its cit-
izens. Soon after the organization of the king-
dom of God at Jerusalem, Philip came to Sa-
maria, and there preached the gospel ; and when
they believed Philip, they were baptized both
men and women, and had great joy. And after-
wards Peter and John came from Jerusalem,
and prayed, and laid their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Ghost. Mark here,
they first believed, and then were baptized, hav-
ing great joy, and yet had not received the Ho-
ly Ghost., But that was given afterwards, by
the laying on of hands and prayer, in the name
of Jesus. O, how different fromn the systems
of men! Witness Paul’s conversion while on
his journey to Damascus; the Lord Jesus ap-
peared to him in the way, but instead of telling
him his sins were forgiven, and pouring the Ho-
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ly Ghost upon him, he sent him to Damascus,
telling him, that it should there be told him
what he shoulddo. And coming to Damascus,
Ananias being sent, commanded him not to tar-
ry, but to ‘carise and be baptized, and wash
away his sins, calling on the name of the Lord :”
then he arose and was baptized, and was even
filled with the Holy Ghost—and straightway
preached that Jesus was the Christ.

Again, witness Peter going to Cornelius, a
gentile of great piety, whose prayers were heard
and whose alms were remembered, and who
had even attained to the ministering of an an-
gel ; yet with all his piety, and the Holy Ghost
poured out upon him and his friends before
they were baptized, they must be baptized or
they could not be saved. Why ? because the
Lord had commanded the apostles to preach to
every creature, and every creature who would
not believe and be baptized, should be damned,
without onc exception. Witness the words of
the Angel to Cornelius. ¢ He, (Peter) shall
tell you words, whereby thou and all thy house
shall be saved.” Now query, could Cornelius
have been saved without obeying the words of
Peter ? 1f so, the angel’s errand was in vain.

Now perhaps a minister who should find a
man as good as Cornelius was, would say to
him, go on brother you can be saved, you have
experienced religion, you may indeed be bap-
tized to answer a good conscience, if you feel
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it your duty, or if not it is no matter, a new
heart is all that is really necessary to salvation,
&c. As much as to say, that the command-
ments of Jesus are not absolutely necessary to
salvation ; a man may call him Lord, Lord,
and be saved, just as well as to keep his com-
mandments. O vain and foolish doctrine !—
O ye children of men how have you perverted
the Gospel ! In vain do ye call him Lord, Lord,
and do not obey his commandments.

Next we call to mind the Jailor and his house-
hold, who were baptized the same hour they
believed, without waiting for the day. And
Lydia and her household, who attended to the
ordinance, the first sermon they heard on the
subject.

Also, Philip and the Eunich, who stopped
the chariot, at the first water they came to, in
order to attend to the ordinance, while a few
minutes before was the first that he had heard
of Jesus. Now, I gather from all those exam-
ples of ancient days, and from the precepts laid
down in them, that baptism was the initiating
ordinance, by which all those who helieved and
repented were received and adopted into the
church or kingdom of God, 80 as to be entitled
to the remission of sins, and the blessings of the
Holy Ghost; indeed it was the ordinance thro?
which they became sons and daughters; and
because they were sons, the Lord shed forth
the spirit of his Son into their hearts, crying
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Abba, Father. Itis true, the Lord poured out
the Holy Ghost, upon Cornelius, and his friends,
before they were baptized ; but it seemed ne-
cessary in order to convince the believing Jews,
that the Gentiles also had part in this salvation.
And I believe, this is the only instance in the
whole record, of the people receiving the Holy
Ghost, without first obeying the laws of adop-
tion. But, mark ! Obeying the lawsof adop-
tion, would not constitute a man, an heir of the
kingdom, a citizen cntitled to the blessings, and
gifts of the Spirit, unless thesc laws, and ordi-
nances, were administered by one who had
proper authority, and was duly commissioned
from the King ; and a commission given to one
individual could never authorize another, to act
in his stead. This is one ol the most important
points to be understood, as it brings to the test,
every minister in Christendom ; and questions
the organization of every church on earth, and
all that have existed, since direct inspiration
ceased. Now, in order to come at this subject
in plainness ; let us examine the constitution of
earthly governmenis, in regard to the authority
and laws of adoption. We will say, for in-
stance, the President of the United States writes
a commission to A. B. ; duly authorizing him,
to act in some office in the government, and du-
ring his administration ; two gentlemen from
Europe, come to reside in this country, and
being strangers, and forcigners, wishing to be-
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come citizens, they go before A. B., and he ad-
ministers the oath of allegiance in due form,
and certrfies the same, and this constitutes them
legal citizens, entitled to all privileges of natu-
ral born citizens, or subjects.

After these things A. B. is taken away Ly
death, and €. D. in looking over his papers, hap-
pens to find the commission given to A. B., and
applying it to his own use, assumes the vacant
office ; mean time, two foreigners arrive and
apply for citizenship, and being informed by
persons ignorant of the affairs of government,
that C. D. could administer the laws of adop-
tion, they submit to be administered unto by
C. D., without once examining his authority ;
C. D. certifies of their citizenship, and they
suppose they have been legally adopted, the
same as the others, and are entitled to all the
privileges of citizenship,. But by and by, their
citizenship is called in question, nnd they pro-
duce the certilicate of C. D.; the President
inquires who is C. D., I never gave him a com-
mission to act in any office, | know him not,
and you are strangers and foreigners to the
commonwealth, until you go before the legally
appointed successor of A. B., or some other of
like authority, who has & commission from the
President, direct in his own name. In the
mean time, C. D, is taken and punished accor-
ding to law, for practising imposition, and usur-
ping authority, which was ncver conferred up-
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on him. And so it is with the kingdom of God.

The Lord authorized the apostles and others
by direct Revelation, and by the spirit of Proph-
ecy; to preach nnd baptize, and build up his
church and kingdom ; but after a while they
died, and a long time passed away, and men
reading over their commission, where it says to
the eleven apostles ; ¢¢ Go ye into all the world
and preach the Gospel to every creature,” &c.
-—they have had the presumption to apply these
sayings as their authority, and without any oth-
er commission have gone forth professing to
preach the Gospel, and baptize, and build up
the church and kingdom of God; but those
whom they baptize never receive the same bles-
sings, and gifts, which characterized a saint or
citizen of the kingdom, in the days of the apos-
tles. Why? Because they are yet foreigners
and strangers, for the commission given to the
apostles, never commissioned any other man to
act in their stead. 'T'his was a prerogative the
Lord reserved unto himseclf. No man has a
rizht to take this ministry upon himself, but him
that is called by Revelation, and duly qualified
to act in his callmg, by the Holy Ghost. But
the reader inquires with astonishment—what ! is
none of all the ministers of the present day cal-
led to the ministry, and legally commissioned ?
Well, my reader, I wi'l tell you how you may
ascertain from their own mouths, and that will
be far better than for me to answer; go to the

i
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clergy and ask them if God has given any direct
Revelation, since the New Testament was fin-
ished : inquire of them whether the gift of pro-
phecy ceased with the early age of the church;
and in short ask them if revelations, prophets,
the ministering of angels, &c. are needed or ex-
pected in these days, or whether they believe
thut these things are done away, no more to
return to the earth ; and their answer will be,
that the Bible contains suflicient, and since the
Canon of Scripture was filled, Revelation has
ceased, the Spirit of Proyhesy has ceased, and
the ministering of angels has ceased, because,
no longer needed. In short, they will denounce
every man as an impostor who pretends to any
such thing ; and when you have obtained this
answer, ask thewm, how they, themselves were
called and commissioned to preach the gospel,
and they will be at a loss to answer you, and
will finally tell you the Bible commissioned
them ; saying go ye into all the world, &c.—
Thus you see, all who have no direct revelat:on
from the King of Hcaven to themselves, neither
by angels nor the voice of God, nor by the Spirit
of Prophesy: are acting under authority which
was given to others, who are dead, and their
commission stolen, and their authority usurped ;
and the king will say, Peter I know, and Paul
I know, I commissioned them, but who are you ?
I know you not, [ never spoke to you in my
life, indeed you believed it was not necessary
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for me to speak inyour day. Therefore you
never sought in faith for any Revelation, and I
never gave you any, and even when I spake to
others you mocked .them, and called them im-
postors, and persecuted them, because they tes-
tified of the things, I had said unto them ;—
““ Therefore depart from me ye cursed, into ev-
erlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and his
angels, for I was an hungered and ye fed me
not, [ was naked, and ye clothed me not, I was
a stranger, and ye took me not in, sick and in
prison, and ye visited me not.” Ah! Lord,
when did we fail in any of these things? Inas-
much as you have not done it unto the least of
these, my brethren, (taking them for impostors,
because they testified of the things which I had
revealed unto them,) ye have not done it unto
me. But toreturn ; having examined the king-
dom of God, as to its offices and ordinances,
and baving discovered the only means of being
adopted into it, let us examine more fully, what
are the blessings, privileges, and enjoyments of
its citizens, You have already seen, that they
were to cast out devils, speak withnew tongues,
heal the sick by the laying 6n of hands in the
name of Jesus, as well as to see visions, dream
dreams, prophesy &c.

But let us look at the kingdom in its organi-
zed state, and see whether these promises were
verified to Jew and Gentile, wherever the King-
dom of God was found in all ages of the world.

Paul, writing,
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First, ¢ To the church of God at Corinth.”

Second, ¢ To them that are sanctified in
Christ Jesus.”

Third, “To them who are called to be saints.”

And Fourth, ¢ To all thatin every place call
on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.”

He says to themall, in 1 Cor. xii. 1. ; “Now,
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren I would not
have you ignorant.” And then continuing his
instructions a few verses farther on, he says,
¢ But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
every man to profit withal. For to one is given
by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another,
the word of knowledge by the same spirit ; to
another, faith by the same Spirit ; to anoth-
er, the gifts of healing by the same Spirit ; to
another, the working of mivacles ; to anoth-
er, prophecy ; to auother, discerning of spirits ;
to another, divers kinds of tongues ; to another,
the interpretation of tongues : but all these wor-
keth that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing
to every man severally as he (Christ) will. For
as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body : so also is Christ. For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
be bond or free; and have been ull made to
drink into one Spirit. For the body is not
one member, but many. If the foot shall say
because I am not the hand, I am not of the
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body ; is it therefore not of the body? And
if the ear shall say, bccause I am not the eye,
I am not of the body ; is it therefore not of the
body ? If the whole body were an eye, where
were the smelling ?  But now hath God set the
members every one of them in the body, as it
hath pleased bim. And if they were all one
wember, where were the body ¥ 1 reply it
would not exist. ¢ But now are they many
members, yet but one body. Andthe eye can-
not say unto the hand, I have no need of thee :
nor again, the head to the feet, 1 have no need
of you. Nay, much more those members of
the body, which seem to be more feeble, are
necessary : and those members of the body,
which we think to be less honorable, upon these
we bestow more abundant honor ; and our un-
comely parts have more abundant comeliness.
For our comely parts have no nced : but God
hath tempered the body together, haviug given
more abundant honour to that part which lack-
ed : that there should be no schism in the body :
but that the members should have the same
care one for another, And whether one mem-
ber suffer, all the memhers suffer with it; or
one member be honored, all the membhers re-
joice with it, Now ye are the body of Christ,
and members in particular. And God hath set
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, alter that miracles,
then gifts of healings, helps, governm*fsnts, di-
i
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versities of tongues. Are all apostles 7 are all
prophets ? are all teachers? are all workers of
miracles? Have all the gifts of healing ? do
all speak with tongues? do all interpret ? but
covet earnestly the best gifts. And yet shew
[ unto you a more excellent way.” F¥rom the
13th verse of the above chapter, we learn that
the Apostle is still speaking to the whole church
in all ages, whether Jew or Gentile, bond or
free, even all who should ever compose the bo.
dy of Christ, and showing that Christ’s body
consisted of many members, baptized by one
Spirit into one body, possessing all these diffe-
rent gifts, some one gilt and some another ;
and then expressly says, that one member pos-
sessing one gift, should not say to another mem-
ber possessing another gift, we have no need of
thee.

And having shown that it required apostles,
prophets, evangclists, pastors, and teachers ;
together with the gifts of Prophesy, miracles,
healing and all other gifts, to compose the
church, or body of Christ, in any age, whether
Jew or Gentile, bond or free; and having ut-
terly forbidden any of the members ever to say,
of any of these gifts ; we have no need of thee ;
he declares the body ncver could be a perfect
body, without all of them, and that if they were
done away, there would beno body, that is, no
church of Christ in existence. Having shewn
all these things clearly, he exhorts them to cov-
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et earnestly the best gifts. And in the 13th
chapter exhorts them to faith, hope and charity,
without which all these gitts would avail them
nothing ; and in the 14th chapter repeats the
exhortation, ¢ Follow after charity, and desire
spiritual gifts ; but rather that ye Prophesy.”—
Again in the Ephesians i. 17, Paul prays, that
the Lord would give unto the church the Spirit
of wispoM, and of REVELATION, in the xkNowL-
EpGg of God. Again, Ephesiansiv. He tells
them, there is one body and one Lord, one Spi-
rit, one Faith and one Baptism ; and that Christ
ascended up on high, led captivity captive, and
gave gifts to men, and he gave some Apostles,
and some Prophets, and some Evangelists, and
some Pastors and Teachers. And if the rea-
der inquires what these gifts or oflices were for,
let him read the 12th verse ; For the perfecting
of the saints for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ.” And if we
inquire how long these were to continue, the
13th verse says, ¢ Till we all come in the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
Ged, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the {ulness of Christ.” Andif he
still inquires what further object Christ bad in
giving these gifts, let him read the 14th verse,
¢« That we henceforth be no more children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunniug craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to

deceive.”
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Now, without these gifts and offices, first, the
saints cannot be perfected ; second, the work
of the ministry cannot proceed ; third, the bo-
dy of Christ cannot be edified ; and fourth,
there is nothing to prevent them from being
carried about with every wind of doctrine.—
Now, I boldly declare that the reason for all
the division, confusion, jars, discords, and ani-
mosities ; and the reason of so many faiths,
lords, baptisms, and spirits ; yea, the reason of
the understanding being darkened ; and of their
being alienated from the life of God, through
the ignorance that is in them, because of the
blindness of their hearts; is all becausc they
have no Apostles, and Prophets, and other gifts,
ingpired from on high, to whom they give heed ;
for if they had such gifts and would give heed
unto them, they would be built up in one hody,
in the pure doctrine of Christ, having one Lord,
one Faith, and one Baptism, one hope of their
calling ; yea, they would be edefied, built up
unto Christ in all things, in whom the whole
body fitly joined together, would grow into an
holy temple in the Lord.

But 8o long as the cunning craftiness of men
can persuade them that they have no need of
these things, so long they can toss them about,
with every wind of doctrine, just as they please.

Now reader, I have done our examination of
the kingdom of God, as it existed in the apos-
tles days ; and we cannot look at it in any oth-
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er age, until renewed again in the last days, for
it never did, nor never will exist, without Apos-
tles and Prophets, and all other gifts of the
Spirit.

Were we to take a view of the churches,
from the days that Inspiration ceased, until now,
we should see nothing like the kingdon: which
we have been viewing with such adwmiration
and delight. But instcad of apostles and pro-

hets, we would see false teachers whom men
L)ad heaped to themselves, and instead of the
gifts of the Spirit, we should see the wisdom of
men ; and instead of the Holy Ghost, many
false spirits ; instead of the ordinances of God,
commandments of men ; instead of knowledge,
opinion ; guess work, instead of Revelation ;
division, instcad of union ; doubt, instcad of
faith ; despair, instead of hope ; hatred, instead
of charity ; a physician, instead of the laying on
of hands for the healing of the sick ; fables,
instead of truth ; evil for good, good for evil ;
darkness for light, light for darkness ; and in a
word, anti-christ instead of Christ ; the powers
of earth, having made war with the saints, and
overcome them, until the words of God should
be fulfilled. O my God, shut up the vision ! for
my heart sickens while 1 gaze ; and let the
day hasten on when the earth shall be cleansed
by fire, from such awful pollutions: but, first,
let thy promise be fulfilled, which thou didst
make by the mouth of thy servant John ; that
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thou wouldst call thy people out of her; saying,
come out of her my people, lest ye partake of
her sins, and receive of her plagues ; and then,
O Lord when thou hast called thy people out
from the midst of her, by the fishers and hun-
ters, which thou hast promised to send in the
last days, just in time to gather Israel; yea,
when thine everlasting covenant has been re-
newed and thy people established thereon;
then let her plagues come in one day, death,
mourning, and famine, let her be burned with
fire ; that thy holy apostles and prophets, and
all that fear thy name, small and great, may
rejoice, because thou hast avenged the blood
of thy saints upon her. I ask these things in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen,



CHAPTER 1V.

THE BOOK OF MORMON—ORIGIN OF THE AMERICAN
INDIANS, &c.

Y gloomy scenes ! far hence, intrude ho more |
Sublimer themes, invite the muse to soar

In loftier strains, while scenes both strange and new,
Burst on the sight, and open to the view.

Lo ! from the opening heavens in bright array,
An angel comes, to earth he bends his way :
Reveals to man, in power, as at the first,

The fullness of the Gospel long since lost.

See earth obedient, from its bosom yield,
The sacred truth, it faithfully concealed.
The wiseconfounded, startle at the sight,
The proud and haughty tremble with affright.

The hireling priests against the truth engage,
While hell beneath, stands trembling, filled with rage;
False are their hopes, and all their struggles vain,
Their craft must fall, and with it, all their gain ;
The deaf must hear, the meek their joy increase ;
The poor be glad, and their oppressions cease.

While darkness covered the earth, and gross
darkness the people, every man walking in his
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own way, and looking for his gain from his
quarter ; the Lord having for a long time holden
his peace, and the people fondly flattering them-
selves, that the voice of inspiration would never
again sound in the carsof mortals, to disturb or
molest them in their sinful career; whilea few
were looking for the consolation of Israel, and
crying to God, for the ushering in of that long
expected day, when an angel should fly through
the mids. of heaven, having the everlasting gos-
pel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth.
Suddenly a voice is heard from the wilderness,
a cry salutes the ears of mortals, a testimony
is heard among them, piercing to the inmost re-
cesses of their hearts, when all at once the
heathen begin to rage, and the people to ima-
gine a vain thing ; the clergy lift a warning
voice, crying, impostor, false prophets, beware
of delusion, &c. ; while the professor of religion,
the drunkard, the swearer, the learned, and the
ignorant soon catch the sound and reiterate it,
again and again. Thus it re-echoes from one
end of our country to the other for a long time,
and if any one should be so fortunate as to re-
tain his sober senses, and should candidly in-
quire, what is the mattcr? the reply is, we hard-
ly know any thing about it ; but suflice 1t to say,
some fellows have made their appearance, Paul
like, who testify something about the minister-
ing of angels, or some Revelation or Inspira-
tion ; just as thoughthe religion of ancient days,
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and the faith once delivered to the saints, was
about returning to the earth in this enlightened
age, 80 that not only this our craft is in danger;
but our inodern systems ot religion, built upon
the wisdom and learning of men without direct
inspiration, are like to be spoken against, and
her great maguificence despised whom all the
world worship. And then all again cry with
a loud voice, saying, great is the wisdom of
smnan, great are the systems of modern divin-
ity, great is the wisdom of uninspired priests
who come unto us, with excellency of speech,
and with man’s wisdom, determined to know
nothing among us, save the opinions and creeds
of their own, and their speech, and their preach-
ing, is witii enticing words of man’s wisdom.—
Not in demonstration of the Spirit, and of pow-
er, for that is done away, that our faith should
not stand in the power of God, but in the wis-
dom of man. And besides all this, says the ob-
jector, there is another feature which is very
alarming concerning these impostors, which
testify such wonderful things ; and that is, they
are counted as the very offscouring of all things,
they are ignorant and unlearned, and of the
lower class, and not only so, but all manner of
evil is spoken against them, and the world hates
them, and all sects and parties join in persecu-
‘ting them, and casting them out of their compa-
ny; and this i precisely what Christ said would
always be done to his followers, and it is pre-

)
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cisely what was done to the blessed Jesus and
his followers, e¢ighteen hundred years ago, and
therefore we have reason to fear that God
has sent them, and O what a pity it would be
if the people should happen to find it out, and
go alter them, for they would bring another
storm of persecution equal to ancient days, for
you know the apostles testified thatif any would
live godly in €hrist Jesus, he should suffer per-
secution ; whereas, before those men made their-
appearance we had modified the religion of Je-.
sus, by taking away that part from it which al-
ways gave offence to the world, such as inspira-~
tion and the power of God; in short we had
heaped to ourselves teachers who gave us fa-
bles instead of truth, because truth might give
offence, and disturb the world too much.—
Thus with a form of godliness, denying the pow-
er and instituting human wisdom in its stead,
we had ceased to give offence to the world, in
short we became just like the world, and the
world loved us, and even helped on with the
spread of our various gospels to the heathen.
But now, alas, if it is true that God has spoken,
and sent men as in days of old, they will be con-
strained to testify the truth, and that will dis-
turb and frustrate all our plans, and turn out of
employ thousands of hireling priests, who never
would have engaged in so arduous an underta-
king as preaching, had it not becn for the rich-
es and honours of the world ; but something
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must be done, and as they have received wis-
dom from some quarter, which none of our lear-
ned men are able to resist, by fair argument
and investigation; let us not attempt to meet
tbem with argument lest we be disgraced, for
they have both scripture and reason on their
side ; but let us shut our synagogues, our hou-
ses, our pulpits, and all our public places
against them ; and above all stop our ears, and
shut our eyes, and withal publish every falsehood
concerning them, and make the people believe
that these men preach up a new religion con-
trary to the Bible, while ours is the religion of
the Bible, only altered in a few non-essential
points to suit the times, and this will be the most
effcctual way to stop the spread of truth. Bat
if truth still prevails, let us do as did the Jews
on a similar occasion in days of old. Make a
a law, that whosoever goes to hear them shall
be cast out of the church; and if this will not
do, our last resource will be to mob, kill, and
destroy all that believe in that way; for if we
let them alone, truth will (inally prevail, and
knowledge cover the earth as the waters cover
the sea ; and if this should be the case, fare-
well—a long farewell, to all our greatuness, our
creeds, our tracts, our sermons, our books of
divinity, our commentaries, our opinions ; our
commandments, and traditions, would all be
laid aside as useless, or brought together and
burned, as the disciples burned their books of
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magic in days of old, our temples would be de-.
serted, and our merchandize laid aside, and
great Babylon would be a desolation, and all
our merchants, and great men would stand afar
off and weep, for no man would buy their mer-
chandize any more. And besides all this, we
have reason to be alarmed still more, for these
men tell us about a new book, brought to light
by the ministering of angels, and translated by
Inspiration, as God formerly has done, when he
has sent truth into the world, and although ma-
ny tell us it is all a fable, yet thousands are
testifying of its truth, and tens of thousands are
believing it, through all parts of our country ;
and indeed the prophet Isaiah in his 29th chap-
ter, tells us of a book, which should make its
appearance, as a marvellous work and a won-
der, causing the wisdom of the wise to perish,
and the understanding of the prudent to be
brought to nought, the meek to increase their
joy, and the poor among men to rejoice, and
that too at a time just like the present, 'when
the people were drawing near to God with their
lips, and honoring him with their mouths, while
their hearts are far from bhim, and their fear to-
wards him, is taught by the precepts of men,
just a8 we now seeit. And this book, Isaiah
tells us, should cause those that erred to coine
to understanding, and those who murmured to
learn doctrine, and that the house of Jacob
should be gathered at the same tim.e, and all
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that scoffed at, and rejected it, should soon be
cut off from the earth ; and now we know that
no former book has had these great events fol-
low its coming forth, therefore, we have rea-
son to fear that this is the book of Mormon,
which is such a marvel in the world ; at any
rate we would do well to be on our guard,—
And there is one way in which we can prevent
itr general circulation perhaps more effectually
than any other,and that is, to teach the people,
that the Bible contains all which God ever did
reveal to man, or ever will ; but there is some
difficulty in this too, for the people will read
for themselves; and in looking over the old
prophecies, they will find something like four-
teen books, actually quoted by the prophets,
which are not found in our Fnglish Bible ; such
for instance, as the book of Shemeiah the pro-
phet, the book of Ahijah the prophet, the book
of Jasher, and many others. And in reading
the New Testament, we find the apostles quo-
ting several epistles, which are not found among
the New Testament writings, and we know too
that there is nothing secret which shall not be
revealed, neither hid, that shall not be made
known, for the Saviour has told us so ; and Jer-
emiah has told us, that when the Lord gathers
Israel, he will reveal unto them the abundance
of peace and truth; in short all the prophets
end apostles have given us to understand, that
the dispensation of the fulness of times for the

)
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gatheriug of lsrael, will be the greatest day for
Revelation and Miracles, that the world ever
witnessed. Now the people will read and un-
derstand these things, and be looking for their
fulfilment unless we can persuade them that the
prophecies are a great mystery, which none
can understand. Notwithstanding, the apos-
tles have said that whatsoever was written afore-
time, was written for our profit, and Jearning,
&c. Butif the people get their eyes open to
see all these things, then we will try to get them
to believe that the book of Mormon comes in
contact with the other scriptures, and is inten.
ded to do them away, and is a 8illy mess of stuff
not worth reading, and that none but the igno-
rant who do not understand the scriptures pre-
tend to believe it. But here again, we will be
in danger, for the book of Mormon is published
to the world, and its friends are determined to
give it a general circulation among all nations,
and by and by the public will begin to venture
to look it through, and if they do, they will see
that it not only agrees with the other scriptures,
but comes in direct fulfilment of Prophesy, and
that it contains some of the most sublime truths
ever revealed to man : and that too on subjects
entirely original : no other work on carth con-
taining sufficient information on the same sub-
jects ; and thus we seem in danger, turn which
way we will ; what shall we do? 1 will tell you
friend, you bad better repent of all your sins at
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once, and come to the light, that your deeds
may be reproved, for you cannot turn the right
hand of the Lord to the left, nor frustrate the
worlc of the almighty, who has set his hand the
second time to gather Israel; his arm is stretch-
ed out and none can turn it back. But what is
that wonderful book about which there is so
much said ? what do these strange men testify,
that causes so much excitement? let them
speak for themselves ?

Well, hearken my reader. The Book of
Mormon was found in the year of our Lord,
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven,
in Ontario county, New York. Was translated
and published in the year of our Lord, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty. Itcontains
the history of the ancient inhabitants of Amer-
ica, who were a branch of the house of Israel,
of the tribe of Joseph; of whom the Indians
are still a remnant; but the principal nation of
them having fallen in battle, in the fourth or
fifth century, one of their prophets whose name
was Mormon. saw fit (o make an abridgment of
their history, their prophecies, and their doc-
trine ; which he engraved on plates; and af-
terwards being slain, the Record fell into the
hands of his son Moroni, who being hunted by
his enemies, was directed to deposite the record
safely in the earth, with a promise from God
that it should be preserved, and should be again
brought to light in the latter days, by means of
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a Gentile nation, who should possess the land.
This deposit was madeaboutthe year four hun-
dred and twenty, on a hill then called Cumorah,
now in Ontario county, where it was preserved
in safety, until it was brought to light by no less
than the ministry of angels, and translated by
Inspiration. And the great Jehovah bore re-
cord of the same to chosen witnesses who de-
clare it to the world.

Well, says the objector, if it were not for
the marvellous, the book would be considered
one of the greatest discoveries the world ever
witnessed. Had you been ploughing, or dig-
ging a well or cellar, and accidentally dug up a
record containing some account of the ancient
history of this continent, and of its original in-
habitants, together with the origin of the Indian
tribes who now inhabit it; had this record
nothing to do with God, or angels, or inspira-
tion, it would have been bailed by all the
learned of America and Europe, as one of the
greatest and most important discoveries of
modern times ; unfolding a mystery which had
until then bid defiance te all the researches of
the learned world. Every newspaper would
have been filled with the glad tidings, while its
eontents would have poured in upon the world,
a flood of light on subjects before concealed in
the labyrinth of uncertainty and doubt. But
who can stoop in such humility as to receive
any thing (“in this enlightened age, renowned
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for its religion and learning,”) from the minister-
ing of angels, and from inspiration? This is
too much ; away with such things, it comes in
contact with the wisdom and popularity of the
day. To this I reply, the Lord knew that, be-
fore he revealed it; this was one principal ob-
ject he had in view, it is just the manner of his
dealing with the children of men; he always
takes a different course from the one marked
out for him by the wisdom of the world, in or-
der to confound the wise, and bring to nought
the understanding of the prudent; he chooses
men of low degree, even the simple, and the
unlearned, and those who are despised, to do
his work and to bring about his purposes, that
no flesh shall glory in his presence. O! ye
wise, and ye learned, who despise the wisdom
that comes from ahove! know ye not that it
was impossible for the world by wisdom, to find
out God? Know ye not, that all your wisdom
is foolishness with God? know ye not, that ye
must become as a little child, and be willing to
learn wisdom from the least of his servants, or
you will perish in your ignorance? But what
are the evidences which we gather from Scrip-
ture, concerning the coming forth of this glo-
rious work ?  We shall attempt to prove—first,
that America isa promised land to the seed of Jo-
seph ; second, thatthe Lord would reveal to them
his truth as well as to the Jews ; and third, that
their Record should come forth and unite its
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testimony with the Record of the Jews, in time
for the restoration of lIsrael in the last days.
First, Gen. xlviii, Jacob, while blessing the
two sons of Joseph, says, ¢ Let them grow into
a multitude in the midst of the earth+” and in
the same blessing it is said of Ephraim, 1is seed
shall become a multitude of nations. Now put
the sense of these sayings together,and it makes
Ephraim a multitude of nations in the midst of
the earth. In Gen. xlix. it is prophesied con-.
cerning Joseph, (while Jacob was blessing him,)
that he should be a fruitful bough by a well,
whose branches run over the wall, the archers
have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and
hated him, yet his bowabode in strength. Again
he further says, ¢ the blessings of thy Father
have prevailed above the bleasings of my pro-.
genitors, unto the utmost bounds of the ever-
lasting hills ; they shall be on the head of
Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him
that was separate from his brethren.” Now [ ask,
who was Jacob’s progenitors, and what was the
blessing they conferred upon him? Abraham
and Isaac were his progenitors, and the land
of Canaan was the blessing they conferred upon
him—or that God promised them he should pos-~
sess. Recollect that Jacob confers on Joseph
a much greater land than that of Canaan ; even
greater than his fathers had conferred upon him,
for Joseph’s blessing was to extend to the ut-
most bounds of the everlasting bills. Now
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reader, stand in Egypt, where Jacob then stood,
and measure to the utmost bounds of the ever.
lasting hills, and you will land somewhere in
the central part of America. Again, one of
the prophets says, in speaking of Jphraim,
““when the Lord shall roar, the children of
Ephraim shall tremble from the west.” Now
let us sum up these sayings, and what have we
gained? first—that Ephraim was to grow into a
multitude of nations in the midst of the earth;
second —Joseph was to be greatly blessed in a
large inheritance, as far off as America ; third
—this was to be on the west of Egypt or Jeru-
salem.

Now let the world search from pole to pole,
ard they will not find a multitude of nations in
the midst of the earth, who can possibly have
sprung from Ephraim, unless they find them in
America ; for the midstof all other parts of the
earth is inhabited by mixed races, who have
sprung from various sources; while here an al-
most boundless country was secluded from the
rest of the world, and inhabited by aracc of
men, evidently of the same origin, although as
evidently divided into many nations. Now the
Scriptures cannot be broken, therefore, these
Scriptures must apply to America, for the plain-
est of reasons—because they can apply no
where clse,

Now secondly, we are to prove that God re-
vealed himself to the seed of Joseph or Ephraim,
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(as we have already proved,) dwelling in Amer-
ica. For this, we quote Hosea, viii. 12, speak-
ing of Ephraim, he says by the spirit of pro-
phecy, 1 have written unto him the great
things of my law, but they were counted as a
strange thing.” This is proof positive and needs
no comment, that the great truths of Heaven
were revealed unto Ephraim, and were counted
as a strange thing.

Third.—Were these writings to come forth
Jjust previous to the gathering of Israel ? answer,
they were, according to Ezekiel, 37th chapter,
where God commanded him to take one stick
and write upon it for Judah, and for the chil-
dren of Israel, his companions: then take
another stick, and write upon it for Joseph, the
gtick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Is-
rael, his companions; and join them one to
another, into one stick, and they shall become
one stick in thine hand. And when thechildren
of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, wilt
not thou show us what thou meanest by thege
things, say unto them, thus saith the Lord God,
“ Behold 1 will take the stick of Joseph, which
i3 in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Is-
rael his fellows, and will put them with him,
even with the stick of Judah, and make them
one stick ; and they shall be on¢ in mine hand :
and the sticks whereon thou writest, shall be in
thine hand before their eyes.” And say unto
them, thus saith the Lord God, ¢ Behold T will
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take the children of Israel from among the hea-
then, whither they be gone, and will gather them
on every side and bring them into their own
lands; and 1 will make them one nation in the
land upon the mountains of Israel, and one king
ghall be king to them all; and they shall be no
more two nations, neither shall they be divided
into two kingdoms any more at all.”

Now nothing can be more plain tham the
above prophecy: there is presented two wri-
tings, the one to Ephraim, the other to Judah:
that of Ephraim is to be brought forth by the
Lord, and put with that of Judah, and they are
to become one in their testimony, and grow to-
gether in this manner, in order to bring about
the gathering of Israel. The 85th Psalm, is
very plain on the subject : speaking of the res-
toration of Israel to their own land, it says,
¢ Mercy and Truth are met together; Right-
ousness and Peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring out of the earth, and Right-
ousness shall look down from Heaven. Yea,
the Lord shall give that which is good, and our
land shall yield her increase. Righteousness
shall go before him, and shall set us in the way
of his steps.” Now the Saviour while praying
for his disciples, said, ¢ sanctify them through
thy (ruth—thy word is truth.” From these
passages we learn that his word is to spring out
of the earth, while Righteousness looks down
from Heaven. And the next thing that follows

k
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iq that Israel is set in the way of his steps, and
partaking of the fruit of their own land. Jere-
miah xxxiili, 6 —speaking of the final return from
captivity of both Judah and Israel, says, < I will
reveal unto them the abundance of peace and
truth. And Isaiah speaking of the everlasting
covenant which should gather them, makes this
extraordinary and very remarkable expression :
* their seed shall be known among the Gentiles,
and their offspring among the people.” Now,
reader, let me ask, can any one tell whether
the Indians of America are of Israel, unless
by revelation from God? Therefore this was
a hidden mystery, which it was necessary to re-
veal in time for their gathering.

So much then we have produced from the
Scriptures, in proof of a work like the book of
Mormon, making its appearance in these days;
to say nothing of Isaiah xxix. But says one,
what is the use of the book of Mormon, even
if it be true 2—I answer, first, it brings to light
an important history before unknown to man.
Second, it reveals the origin of the American
Indians, which was before a mystery. Third,
it contains important prophecies, yet to be ful-
filled, which immediately concern the present
generation. Fourth, it contains much plain-
ness in regard to points of doectrine, insomuch
that all may understand, and see eye to eye,
if they take pains to read it. But what are
its proofs, as to chosen witnesses who tes-
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tify to its translation by inspiration? For this
testimony I refer the reader to the last page of
the Book of Mormon, he will there find as pos-
itive testimony as has ever been found in the
other Scriptures, concerning any truth which
God ever revealed. Men there testify, not
only that they have seen and handled the plates,
but that an angel of God came down f[rom
Heaven, and presented the plates before them,
while the glory of God shone round about them ;
the voice of God spoke from Heaven, and told
them that these things were true, and had been
translated by the gift and power of God, and
commanded them to bear record of the same to
all people. Blessed be the Iord God of our
fathers, he has visited his people, and the day-
spring from on high has dawned upon our be-
nighted world once more ; for no sooner had
the book been translated, and men began to
bear record of the same, than the angel of the
Lord came down from Heaven again, and com-
missioned men to preach the gospel to every
creature, and to buptize with water for the Re-
mission of Sins. Nosooner did the people be-
gin to believe their testimony and he baptized,
than the Holy Ghost fell on them, through the
laying on of hands in the name of Jesus; and
the heavens were opened, and while some had
the ministering of angels, others began to speak
in other tongues, and prophesy. And from
that time forth many of them were healed by
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the laying on of the hands, in the name of Jesus;
and thus mightily grew the word of God, and
prevailed ; and thus thousands have been raised
up to testify thatthey doknow for themselves,and
are not dependent on the testimony of any man,
for the truth of these things, for these signs fol-
low them that believe : and when a man be-
lieves the truth through the testimony of God’s
witnesses, and then these signs follow not only
them, but himself also: if he has the minister-
ing of angels, if he has been healed, or heals
others, by the laying on of hands in Jesus’s
name, or if he speaks in other tongues, or pro-
phesies, he knows it for himself; and thus is
fulfilled the saying of Secripture : ¢ If any man
do my will he shall know of the doctrine
whether it be of God,” thus faith comes by
hearing, and knowledge by obeying ; but hear-
ing comes by preaching, and preaching comes
by sending ; as it is written, ¢ how shall they
preach except they be sent? But there be
many which say, show us a sign and we will
believe. Remember faith comes not by signs;
but signs come by faith. Gifts were not given
to make men believe ; but what saith the Scrip-
ture, ¢ Gifts arc for the edifying of the church.”
1f otherwise, why was it not written, that faith
comes by miracles? But it is written, ¢ faith
comes by hearing.” I always take it for grant-
ed that a man or woman (who comes to me de-
manding & sign in order to make them believe,)
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belongs to a wicked, and adulterous generation
at least, to say no worse ; for any person who
will go to Jesus, with a pure heart, desiring and
~ praying in faith that they may know the truth

concerning these things ; the Lord will reveal
it to them, and they shall know, aud shall bear
testimony ; for by the Spirit of God, they shall
know truth from error; as it is written, ¢ my
sheep bear my voice.” And he that will not
come unto Jesus in faith, shall never know the
truth, until too late, he finds the harvest is over,
and the summer is ended, and his soul not
saved.

Thus the religion of Jesus, unlike all other reli-
gious systems, bears its own weight, and brings
certainty and knowledge, leaving no room for
imposition. And now Isay again unto all peo-
ple, come unto the father in the name of Jesus ;
doubt not, but be believing, as in days of -old,
and ask in faith for whatsoever you stand in
need, ask not, that you may consume it on
your lusts ; but ask with a firmness not to be
shaken, that you will yield te no temptation, but
that you will keep his commandments, as fast
as he makes them manifest unto you, and if ye
do this, and he reveals to you, that he has sent
us with a new and everlasting covenant, and
commanded us te preach, and baptize, and build
up his church as in days of old, then come for-
ward and obey the truth; but if you do not
know, or are not satisfied that he has. ls‘lml'. us;
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then do not embrace the doctrine we preach.
'Thus to your own master you shall stand or
fall ; and one day, you shall know, yea, in that
great day, when every knee shall bow, then
shall you know that God has sent us with the
truth, to prune his vineyard for the last time,
with a mighty pruning.

We shall now introduce much circumstantial
evidence from American Antiquities, and from
the traditions of the Natives, &c.

First, says Mr. Boudinot, ¢ It is said among
their principal or beloved men, that they have
it handed down from their ancestors, that the
Book which the white people have, was once
theirs : that while they had it they prospered
exceedingly, &c. ‘They also say, that their fa-
thers were possessed of an extraordinary Divine
Spirit, by which they foretold future events,
and controlled the common course of Nature ;
and this they transmitted to their offspring, on
condition of their obeying the sacred laws ; that
they did by these means, bring down showers
of blessings upon their beloved people; but
that this power for a long time past had entire-
ly ceased.” Colonel James Smith, in his Jour-
nal while a prisoner among the Natives, says,
“ They have a tradition, that in the beginning
of this Continent, the angels, or Heavenly In-
habitants as they call them, frequently visited
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the people, and talked with their forefathers,
and gave directions how to pray.”

Mr. Boudinot, in his able work, remarks
concerning their language : « Their language
in its roots, idiom, and particular construction,
appears to have the whole genius of the Hebrew,
and what is very remarkable, and well worthy
of serious attention, has most of the peculiari-
ties of that language ; especially those in which
it differs from most other languages.” There
18 a tradition related by an aged Indian, of the
Stockbridge tribe, that their futhers were once
Iin possession of a ¢ Sacred Book,” which was
handed down from generation to generation ;
and at last hid in the Earth, since which time
they had been under the feet of their enemies.
But these Oracles were to be restored to them
again ; and then they would triumph over their
enemies, and regain their ancient blessings, to-
gether with their rights and privileges. Mr.
Boudinot, after recording many traditions simi-
lar to the above, at length remarks; Can any
man read this short account of Indian Tradi-
tions, drawn from 'I'ribes of various Nations ;
from the West to the East, and from the South
to the North, wholly separated from each oth-
er, written by diflerent authors of the best cha-
racter, both for knowledge and integrity, pos-
sessing the best means of information, at vari-
ous and distant times, without any possible com-
munication with each other; and yet suppose
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‘that all this is the effect of chance, accident, or
‘design, from a love of the marvellous, or a pre-
‘meditated intention of decciving, and thereby
ruining their well established veputation ? Can
any one carefully, and with deep reflection,
cousider and compare these traditions with the
‘Ten Tribes of Israel, without at least drawing
some presumptive inferences in favour of these
wandering Natives being descended from the
Ten ‘I'ribes of Israel 2

¢« Joseph Merrick, Esq., a highly respectable
character in the church at Pittsfield, Mass., gave
the following account: That in 1815, he was
levelling some ground under and near an old
woodshed standing on a place of his, situated on
Indian Hill. He ploughed and conveyed away
old chips and earth, to some depth. After the
work was done, walking over the place, he dis-
covered, near where the earth had been dug the
deepest, a black strap as it appeared, about six
inches in length, and one and a halfin breadth,
and about the thickness of a leather trace to a
harness., He perceived it had, at each end, a
loop, of some hard substance, probably for the
purpose of carrying it. Ile conveyed it to his
house, and threw it into an old tool box. He
afterwards found it thrown out at the door, and
again conveyed it to the box.

¢ After some time, he thought he would ex-
amine it ; but in attempting to cut it, found it
as hard as bone : hesucceeded however in get.
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ting it open, and found it was formed of two
pieces of thick raw-hide, sewed and made water
tight with the sinews of some animal, and gum-
med over ; and in the fold was contained four
folded pieces of parchment. They were of a
dark yellow hue, and contained some kind of
writing. The neighbors coming in to see the
strange discovery, tore one of the pieces to at-
oms, in the true Hun and Vandal style. The
other three picces Mr. Merrick saved, and sent
them to Cambridge, where they were examined,
and discovered to have been written with a pen,
in Hebrew, plain and legible. The writing on
the three remaining pieces of parchment, was
quotations from the Old Testament. See Deut.,
chap. vi., from 4th to 9th verse, inclusive; also,
chap. xi., verse 13 to 21, inclusive ; and Exo-
dus, chap. xiii., 11 to 16 inclusive, to which the
reader can refer, if he has the curiosity to read
this most interesting discovery.”

«“ On the banks of White river, in Arkansas
Territory, have been found the remains of an
enlightened population of the most ¢xtraordina-
ry character, on account of their dimensions,
and the materials of which they were erected.
One of these works is a wall of earth, which
encloscs an area of six hundred and forty acres,
equal to a mile squure, and having in its centre
the foundation of a large circular building, or
temple. Another, yet more strange, and more
extended, consists of the foundations of a great
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city, whose streets, crossing each other at right
angles, are easily traced through the mighty
forest. And beside them are found the foun-
«dations of houses, made of burnt bricks like the
bricks of the present times. 'These have been
traced to the extent of a mile.”

The foregoing is taken from Priest’s American An-
tiquities, and from the same work we extract the fol-
lowing, p. 246.

Ruins of the City of Otolum, discovered in
North America.—In a letter of C. 8, Rafincsque,
whom we have before quoted, to a correspon-
dent in Europe, we find the following : —¢ Some
years ago, the Society of Geography, in Paris,
offered a large premium for a voyage to Guate-
mala, and for a new survey of the antiquities of
‘Yucatan and Chiapa, chiefly those fifteen miles
from Palanque.”

| have, says this author, ¢ restored to them
the true name of QOtolum, which is yet the name
of the stream running through the ruins. They
were surveyed by Captain Del Rio, in 1787, an
account of which was published in English in
1822. This account describes partly the ruins
of a stone city, of no less dimensions than sev-
enty-five miles in circuit; length thirty-two,
and breadth twelve miles, full of palaces, mon.
uments, statues, and inscriptions; one of the ear-
liest seats of American civilization, about equal
to Thebes of ancient Egypt.”

It is stuted in the Family Magazine, No. 34,
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p. 266, for 1833, as follows : ¢ Public attention
has been recently excited respecting the ruins
of an ancient city found in Guatemala. It
would seem that these ruins are now being ex-
plored, and much curious and valuable matter
in a literary and historical point of view is anti-
cipated. We decem the present a most auspi-
eious moment, now that the public attentiun is
turned to the subject, to spread its contents
before our readers, as an introduction to future
discoveries during the researches now in pro-
ress.”

The following are some of the particulars,
as related by Captain Del Rio, who partially
examined them, as above related, 1787 : From
Palanque, the last town northward in the pro-
vince of Ciudad Reul de Chiapa, taking a south-
westerly direction, and ascending a ridge of
highland that divides the kingdom of Guatemala
from Yucatan, at the distance of six miles, is the
little river Micol, whose waters flow in a wes-
terly direction, and unite with the great river
Tulijah, which bends its course towards the
province of Tabasco. Having passed Micol,
the ascent begins, and at half a league, ora
mile and a half, the traveller crosses a little
stream called Otolum ; from this point heaps
of stone ruins are discovered, which render the
ronds very difficult for another half league,
when you gain the height whereon the stone
houscs are situated, being still fourteen in num-
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ber in one place, some more dilapidated than

others, yet still having many of their apartments
perfectly discernible.

A rectangular area, thre¢ hundred yards in
breadth by four hundred and fifty in length,
which is a fraction over fifty-six rods wide, and
eighty-four rods long, being, in the whole cir-
cuit, two hundred and eighty rods, which is
three-fourths of a mile, and a trifle over. This
arca presents a plain at the base of the highest
mountain forming the ridge. In the centre of
this plain is situated the largest of the structures
which has been as yet discovered among these
ruins, It stands on a mound or pyramid twen-
ty yards high, which is sixty feet, or nearly four
rods in perpendicular altitude, which gives it a
lofty and beautiful majesty, as if it were a tem-
ple suspended in the sky. This is surrounded
by other edifices, namely, five to the northward,
four to the southward, one to the southwest,
and three to the eastward-—fourteen in all, In
all directions, the fragments of other fallen buil-
dings are seen extending along the mountain
that stretches east and west either way from
these buildings, as if they were the great tem-
ple of worship, or their government house,
around which they built their city, and where
dwelt their kings and officers of state. At this
place was found a subterranean stone aqueduct,
of great solidity and durability, which in its
course passes beneath the largest building.
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Let it be understood, this city of Otolum, the
ruins of which are so immense, is in North, not
South America, in the same latitude with the
island Jamaica, which is about 18 degrees
north of the equator, being on the highest
ground between the northern end of the Ca-
ribbean sea and the Pacific ocean, where the
continent narrows toward the isthmus of Darien,
and is about 800 miles south of New-Orleans.

The discovery of these ruins, and also of
many others, equally wonderful in the same
country, are just commencing to arouse the at-
tention of the schools of Europe, who hitherto
have denied that America could boast of her
antiquities, But these immense ruins are now
being explored under the direction of scientific
persons, a history of which, in detail, will be
forthcoming, doubtless, in due time; two vol-
umes of which, in manuscript, we are informed,
have already been written, and cannot but be
received with enthusiasm by Americans.

A gentleinan who was living near the town
of Cincinnati, in 1826, on the upper level, had
occasion to sink a well for his accommodation,
who persevered in digging to the depth of eighty
feet deep without finding water, but still per-
gisting in the attemp.t, his workmen found them.
selves obstructed by a substance, which resisted
their labor, though evidently not stone. They
cleared the surface and sides from the earth bed-
ded aroundit, whenthere appcared the stump of a

1
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tree, three feet in diameter, and two feet high,
which bad been cut down with an axe. The
blows of the axe were yet visible, It was near-
ly of the color and apparent character of coal,
but had not the friable and fusible quality of that
substance. Ten (eet below, the water sprang
up, and the well is now in constant supply and
high repute.”

¢In Morse’s Universal Geography, first vol.
ume, page 142, the discovery of the stump is
corroborated : ¢ In digging a well in Cincin-
pati, the stump of a tree was found in a sound
state, ninety feet below the surface; and in
digging another well, at the same place, anoth-
er stump was found, at ninety-four feet below
the surface which had evident marks of the axe ;
and on its top therc appeared as if some irgn tool
bad been consumed by rust.”

We might fill a volume with accounts of Ame-
rican Antiquities, all going to show that this
country has been peopled with a people, who
possessed a knowledge of the arts and sciences ;
who built cities, cultivated the earth, and who
were in possession of a written language. But,
the things which we have here introduced, are
abundantly sufficient for our purpose. If a few
characters in Hebrew, bave bheen found in the
earth in America, written on parchment, then
it is just as easy to admit that a whole volume
has been found in the earth in America, written
on plates, in Egyptian characters. The aston-
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ishing fact of the stumps found 80 or 90 feet
under ground at Cincinnati, and similar discov-
eries in many other parts of North and South
America, such as buried cities, and other anti-
guities, all go to prove that there has been n
mighty convulsion and revolution, not only of
Nations, but of Nature ; and such a convulsion
as is no where else so reasonably accounted for
as in the following extraordinary and wonderful
account of events, which transpired in this coun-
try during the crucifiction of Messiah, which we
extract from the book of Mormon, commencing
page 496,

¢ And it came to pass in the thirty and fourth
year, in the first month, in the fourth day of the
month, there arose a great storm, such an one
as never had been known in all the land ; and
there was also a great and terrible tempest ;
and there was terrible thunder, insomuch that
it did shake the whole earth asif it was about
to divide asunder; and there were exceeding
sharp lightnings, such as never had been known
in all the land. And the city of Zarahemla
did take fire; and the city of Moroni did sink
into the depths of the sea, and the inhabitants
thereof were drowned ; and the earth was car-
ried upon the city of Moronihah, that in the
place of the city thereof, there became a great
mouantain ; and there was a great and terrible
destruction in the land southward. But behold,
there was 2 more great and terrible destruction
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in the land northward: for behold, the whole
face of the land was changed, because of the
tempest, and the whirlwinds, and the thunder-
ings, and the lightnings, and the exceeding
great quaking of the whole earth; and the high-
ways were broken up, and the level roads were
spoiled, and many smooth places became
rough, and many great and notable cities were
sunk, and many were burnt, and many were
shook till the buildings thereof had fallen to the
earth, and the inhabitants thereof were slain,
and the places were left desolate ; and there
were some cities which remained ; but the
damage thereof was exceeding great, and there
were many in them who were slain ; and there
were some who were carried away in the whirl-
wind ; and whither they went, no man knoweth,
save they know that they were carried away ;
and thus the face of the whole earth became
deformed, because of the tempests, and the
thunderings, and the lightnings, and the quak-
ing of the earth. And behold the rocks were
rent in twain ; they were broken up upon the
face of the whole earth, insomuch that they
were found in broken fragments, and in seams,
and in cracks, upon all the face of the land.
Aund it came to pass that when the thunder-
ings, and the lightnings, and the storm, and the
tempest, and the quakings of the earth did
cease —for behold, they did last for about the
space of three hours ; and it was said by some
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that the time was greater; nevertheless, all
these great and terrible things were done in
about the space of three hours ; and then be-
hold, there was darkness upon the face of the
land.

And it came to pass that there was thick
darkness upen all the face of the land, inso-
much that the inhabitants thereof who had not
fallen, could feel the vapour of darkness; and
there could be no light, because of the dark-
ness, neither candles, neither torches ; neither
could there be fire kindled with their fine and
exceeding dry wood, so that there could not be
any light at all ; and there was not any light
seen, neither fire, nor glimmer, neither the sun,
nor the moon, nor the stars, (or so great were
the mists of darkness which were upon the
face of the land.

And it came to pass that it did last for the
gspace of three days, that there was no light
seen ; and there was great mourning, and howl-
ing, and weeping among all the people con-
tinunally : yea, great were the groanings of the
people, because of the darkness and the great
destruction which had come upon them. And
in one place they were heard to cry, saying, O
that we had repented beflore this great and ter-
rible day, and then would our brethren have
beemr spared, and they would not have been
burned in that great city Zarahemla. And in

another place they were heard to cry and
*]
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mourn, saying, O that we had repented before
this great and terrible day, and had not killed
and stoned the prophets, and cast them out ;
then would our mothers, and our fair daughters,
and our children have been spared, and not
have been buried up in that great city Moroni-
hah ; and thus were the howlings of the people
great and terrible.

And it came to pass that there was a voice
heard among all the inhabitants of the earth
upon all the face of this land, crying, wo, wo,
wo unto this people; wo unto the inhabit-
ants of the whole carth, except they shall re-
pent, for the devil laugheth, and his angels re-
joice, because of the slain of the fair sons and
daughters of my pcople; and itis because of
their iniquity and abominations that they are
fallen. Behold, that great city Zarahemla have
I burned with fire, and the inhabitants thereof.
And behold that great city Moroni have I caused
to be sunk in the depths of the sea, and the in-
habitantsthereof to be drowned. And behold,
that great city Moronihah have I covered with
earth, and the inhabitants thereof, to hide their
iniquities and their abominations from before
my face, that the blood of the prophets and
the saints shall not come up any more unto me
against them. And behold, the city of Gilgal
have I ceused to be sunk, and the inhabitunts
thereof to be buried up in the depths of the
earth : yea, and the city of Onihah and the in-
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habitants thereof, and the city of Mocum, and the
inhabitants thereof, and the city of Jerusalem,
and the inhabitants thereof, and waters have I
caused to come up in the stead thereof, to hide
their wickedness and abominations from before
my face, that the blood of the prophets andthe
saintsshall not come up any more unto me agianst
them. And behold, the city of Gadiandi, and the
city of Gadiomnah,:and the city of Jacob, and the
city of Gimgimno, all these have I caused to be
sunk, and made hills and valleys in the places
thereof, and the inhabitants thereof have I
buried up in the depths of the earth, to hide
their wickedness and abominations from before
my face, that the blood of the prophets and the
saints should not come up any more unto me
against them, And behold that great city Jaco-
bugath, which was inhabited by the people of the
king of Jacob, have I caused to be burned with
fire, because of their sinsand their wickedness,
which was above all the wickedness of the
whole earth, because of their secret murders
and combinations ; for it was they that did
destroy the peace of my people and the go-
vernment of the land : therefore I did cause
them to be burned, to destroy them from
before my face, that the blood of the pro-
phets and the saints should not come up
any more unto me against them. And behold,
the city of Laman, and the city of Josh, and the
city of Gad, and the city of Kishkumen, have 1
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caused to be burned with fire, and the inhabi.
tants therveof, bacause of their wickedness in
cakting out the prophets, and stoning those
whom 1 did send to declare unto them concern-
ing their wickedness and their abominations ;
and’ because they did cast them all out, that
there were none righteous among them, I did
send down fire and destroy them, that their
wickedness and abominations might be hid from
before my face, that the blood of the prophets
and the saints whom I sent among them might
not cry unto me from the ground against them ;
and many great destructions have I caused to
come upon this land and upon this people, be-
cause of their wickedness and abominations.

O all yo that are spared, because ye were
more righteous than they, will ye not now re-
turn unto me, and repent of your sins, and be
converted, that I may heal you? Yea, verily I
say unto you, if ye will comne unto me, ye shall
have eternal life. Behold, mine arm of mercy
is extended towards you, and whosoever will
come, him will I receive ; and blessed are those
who come unto me. Behold I am Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. I created the heavens and the
earth, and all things that in them are. 1 was.
with the Father from the beginning. I am in
the Father, and the Father in me ; and in me
hath the Father glorified his name. I came un-
to my own, an my own received me not. And

the scriptures concerning my coming, are ful-
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filled. And as many as have received me, to
them have I given to become the sons of God ;
and even 8o will I to as many as shall believe
on my name, for behold, by me redemption co-
meth, and in me is the law of Moses fulfilled.
I am the light and the life of the world. Iam
Alpha and Omega, the beginning und the end.
And ye shall offer up unto ine no more the shed-
ding of blood: yea, your sacrifices and your
burnt offerings shall be done away, for 1 will
accept none of your sacrifices and your burnt
ofterings ; and ye shall offer for a sacrifice un-
to me a broken heart and a contrite spirit. And
whoso cometh unto me with a broken heart and
a contrite spirit, him will I baptize with fire and
with the Holy Ghost, even as the Lamanites,
because of their faith in me, at the time of their
conversion, were baptized with fire and with the
Holy Ghost, and they knew it not. Behold, 1
have come unto the world to bring redemption
unto the world, to save the world from sin :
therelore whoso repenteth and cometh unto me
as a little child, him will I receive ; for of such
is the kingdom of God. Behold, for such 1 have
laid down my life, and have taken it up again ;
therefore repent, and come unto me ye ends of
the earth, and be saved.

And now behold, it came to pass that all the
people of the land did hear these sayings; and
did witness of it. And after these sayings there
was silence in the land for the space of many
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hours : for 8o great was the astonishment of the
eople that they did cease lamenting and how-
ling for the loss of their kindred which had been
slain ; therefore there was silonce in all the
land for the space of many hours.
- And it came to pass that there came a voice
again unto the people, and all the people did
hear, and did witness of it, saying, O ye people
of these great cities which bave fallen, who are
descendants of Jacob; yea, who are of the
house of Israel, how oft have I gathered you as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and have nourished you. And again, how oft
would I have gathered you, as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings ; yea, O ye peo-
ple of the house of Israel, who have fallen ; yea,
O ye people of the house of Israel; ye that
dwell at Jerusalem, as ye that have fullen : yea,
how oft would I have gathered you as a hen
gathereth her chickens, and ye would not. O
ye house of Israel, whom I have spared, how
oft will I gather you as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, if ye will repent
and return unto me with full purpose of heart.
But if not, O house of Israel, the places of your
dwellings shall become desolate, until the time
of the fulfilling of the covenant to your fathers.
And now it came to pass that after the peo-
ple had heard these words, behold they began
to weep and howl again, because of the loss of
their kindred and friends. And it came to pass
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that thus did the three days pass away. And it
was in the morning, and the darkness dispersed
from off the face of thie land, and the earth did
cease to tremble, and the rocks did cease to
rend, and the dreadful groanings did cease, and
all the tumultous noises did pass away, and the
earth did cleave together again, that it stood, and
the mourning, and the weeping, and the wailing
of the people who were spared alive, did cease ;
and their mourning was turned into joy, and
their lamentations into the praise and thanks-
giving unto the Lord Jesus Christ, their Redee-
mer. And thus far were the scriptures fulfilled,
which had been spoken by the Prophets.”

Here then is an account which shows clearly
and definitely how and when the American
Antiquities hecame buried ; how the stumps of
of trees were placed eighty or ninety feet under
ground ; how cities were sunk, and overwhelm-
ed ; how mountains fell and valleys rose; how
the rocks were rent, and how the whole face of
the continent became altered and deformed.—
We now close this subject by saying to all peo-
ple, that if they wish information on the Anti-
quities of America ; if they wish historical, pro-
phetical, or doctrinal infornation of the highest
importance, let themn carefully read the Book
of Mormon.



CHAPTER V,

THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAINTS, AND THE RES-
TORATION OF ALL THINGS SPOKEN BY THE PRO-
PHETS.

This is one of the most important subjects
upon which the human mind can contempiate ;
and one perhaps as little understood in the pre-
sent age, as any other now lying over the face
of prophecy. But however neglected aL the
present time, was once the ground work of the
faith, hope, and joy of the saints. It was a
correct understanding of, and firm belief in
this subject, that influenced a)l their imove-
ments. Their minds once fastening upon it,
they could not be shaken from their purposes ;
their faith was firm, their joy constant, and their
hope like an anchor to the soul, both sure and
steadfast, reaching to that within the vail. It
was this that enabled them to rejoice in the
midst of tribulation, persecution, sword and
flame : and in view of this, they took joyfully,
the spoiling of their goods, and gladly wander-
cd as strangers, and pilsrims on the earth.—
For thcy songint a country. a city, and au in-
heritance, ti;at none but a saint ever thought of,
un leratnod, or even hoped fur. Now we can
never understand precisely what is meant by
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restoration ; unless we understand what is lost
or taken away; for instance, when we offer to
restore any thing to a man, it is as much as to say
he once possessed it, but had lost it ; and we pro-
pose to replace, or put him in possession of that
which he once had, therefore when a prophet
speaks of the restoration of all things ; he means
that all things have undergone a change, and
are to be again restored to their primitive order,
in which they first existed.

First, then it becomes necessary for us to
take a view of creation, as it rolled in purity
from the hand of its creator : and if we can dis-
cover the true state in which it then existed,
and understand the changes that have taken
place since. Then we shall be able to under-
stand what is to be restored, and thus our minds
being prepared, we shall be looking for the ve-
ry things which will come, and shall be in no
danger of lifting our puny arm in ignorance, to
oppose the things of God.

First then we will take a view of the earth,
as to its surface, local situation, and its produc.
tions.

When God had created the heavens and the
earth, and separated the light from the dark-
ness ; his next great command was to the wa-
ters, Gen. i. 9,—¢ And God said, let the waters
under the heaven be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear: and it was
§0.” Irom this we learn a marvellous fact,

m
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which very few have ever realized or belicved
in this benighted age; we learn that the waters
which arc now divided into oceans, seas, and
lakes, were then all gathered together into one
vast ocean; and conscquently’ that the land
which is now torn asunder, and dividéd into
continents and islands, almost innumerable ;
was then one vast continent or body, not sepa--
rated as it now is.

Second, we hear the Lord God pronounce:
the earth, as'well as every thing else, very good.
From this we learn that there were no deserts,
barren places ; no stagnant swamps, no rough
broken rugged hills, no vast mountains covered
with eternal snow ; and no part of it was loca-
ted in the frigid zone, so as to render its climate
dreary and unproductive, subject to eternal
frost or everlasting chains of ic

Where no sweet flowers, the dreary landscape cheer ;
Nor plenteous harvests, ecrown the passing year :

But the whole carth was one vast plain, or in-
terspersed with gently ricing hills, and sloping
vales, well calculated for cultivation ; while its
climate was delightfully varied, with the mode-
ratc changes of heat und eold, of wet and dry,
which only tended to crown the varied year,
with the greater variety of productions : all for
the good of mian, or animal, fowl or creeping
thing ; while from the flowery plaio, or spicy
grove, sweet odours were walfted on every
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breeze ; and all the vast creation of animated
being, breathed nought, but health and peace,
and joy.

Next we learn from Gen. i. 29, 30,—¢ And
God said, behold 1 bave given you, every herb
bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the
earth; and every tree, in which is the fruit of a
tree, yielding seed ; to you it shall be for meat ;
and to every beast of the earth, and to every
fowl of the air, and to every thing that crecp-
eth upon the earth, wherein thereis life ; T have
given cvery green herb for meat : and it was
80.” I'rom these verses we Jearn that the carth
yielded no nauseous weeds, no poisonous plants,
no uscless thorns or thistles ; indecd every thing
that grew, was just calculated for the food of
man or beast, fowl, or creeping thing ; and their
food was all vegetable : and flesh and blood was
never sacrificed, to glut their souls, or gratify
their appetites : the beasts of the carth were
all in perfect harmony with cach other; the li-
on ate straw like the ox —the wolf dwelt with
the lamb—the leopard laid down with the kid—
the cow and bear fed together in the same pas-
ture, while their young oues reposed in perfect
gecurily, under the shade of the samc trees ;
all was peacc and harmouy, and nothing to
hurt nor disturb, in all the holy mountain.

And to crown the whole, we behold man cre-
ated in the image of God, and cxalted in digni-
ty and power, having dominion over all the vast
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creation of animated beings which swarmed
through the earth, while at the same time he
inbabits a beautiful and well watered garden, in
the midst of which stood the tree of life, to
which he had free access; while he stood in
the presence of his maker ; conversed with him
face to face, and gazed upon his glory without
a dimming veil between. O reader contem-
plate for a moment this beautiful creation, clo-
thed with peace and plenty ; the earth teeming
with harmless animals, rcjoicing over all the
plain ; the air swarming with delightful hirds,
whose never ceasing notes filled the air with va-
ried melody, and all in subjection to their right-
ful Sovereign, who rejoiced over them ; while a
delightful garden stood as the capitol of crea-
tion, and man seated on the throne of this vast
empire, swaying his sceptre over all the earth
with undisputed right ; while legions of angels
encamped round about him, and joined their
glad voices, in grateful songs of praize, and
shouts of joy ; while not a sigh nor groan was
heard throughout the vast expanse; no death,
no sorrow, no tears, no weeping, no pain, nor
sickness ; no contentions, wars or bloodshed ;
but peace crowned the seasons as they rolled,
and lile, joy and love, reigned over al) his works.
But, O ! how changed the scene.

It now becomes my painful duty, to trace
some of the important changes which have taken
place, and the causes which have conspired to
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reduce the earth and its inhabitants, to their
present state.

First, man, by giving heed to temptation, fel}
from his standing before God ; and this fall ef-
fected the whole creation, as weH'as man, and
caused various changes to take place ; first,
man was banished from the presence of his Cre-
ator, and a veil was drawn between them, and
he banished from the garden of Eden, to till
the earth, (which was then cursed for man’s.
sake and should begin to bring forth thorns and
thistles,) and with the sweat of his face, and in
sorrow, he should cat of it, ail thc days of his
life, and should finally returnto dust. DBut as
to Eve, her curse was a great multiplicity of
sorrow and conception ; and as to her seed,
and the sced of the serpent, there was to be
a constant enmity ; it should bruise the ser-
Fenlt’s head ; and the serpent should bruise his
1iecl.

Now reader, contemplate the change. This
scene, which was so beautiful a little before had
now become the abode of sorrow and toil, of
death and mourning : the earth groaning with
its production, of accursed thorns and thistles,
—and man and beast at enmity : the serpent
slyly creeping away, fearing lest his head shonld
get the deadly bruisc: and man startling amid
the thorny path, in fear lest the serpent’s fangs
should picrce his heel; while the lamb yields
his blood upon the smoking altar:#and soon

m
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man begins to persecute, hate and murder his
fellow ; until at length the earth is filled with
violence ; all flesh becomes corrupt, the pow-
ers of darkness prevail, and it repented Noah
that God had made man, and it grieved him
at his heart—for the Lord comes out in ven-
geance, and cleanses the earth by water. But
how far the flood may have contributed to pro-
duce the various changes, as to the division of
the earth into broken fragments, islands, and
continents, mountains and valleys, we have not
beeninformed ; but the change must have been
considerable. But after the flood, in the days
of Peleg, the earth was divided. See Gen. x.
25,—A short history to be sure, of so great an
event. But still it will account for the mighty
revolution, which rolled the sea from its own
place in the north, and brought it to interpose
between different portions of the earth, which
were parted asunder, and moved into something
near their present form : this, together with the
earthquakes, revolutions and commotions, which
have since taken place, have all contributed to
reduce the face of the earth to its present state,
while the great curses, which have fallen upon
different portions because of the wickedness of
men, Wwill account for the starnant swamps, the
sunken lakes, the dead seas, and great deserts.
Witness for instance, the denunciations of the
prophets, upon Babylon, how it was to become
perpetual desolations, a den of wild beasts, a
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dwelling of unclean and hateful birds, a place
for owls; and should never be inhabited but
should lay desolate, from generation to genera-
tion. Witness also the plains of Sodom, filled
with towns, cities, and flourishing gardens, well
watered, But O, how changed! A vast sea
of stagnant water alone marks the place. Wit
ness the land of Palestine, in the days of Solo-
mon, it was capable of sustaining millions of
people, besides a surplus of wheat, and other
productions, which were exchanged with the
neighboring nations; whereas, now it is deso-
Jate and hardly capable of sustaining a few mis-
erable inhabitants. And when I cast niine eyes
over our own land, and see the numerous
swamps, lakes, and ponds of stagnant waters,
together with the vast mountains and iunume-
rable rough places ; while rocks have been rent,
and torn asunder, from centre to circumference.
1 exclaim, whence all this! But when 1 read
the Book of Movmon, it informms me, that while
Christ was crucified among the Jews, this whole
American continent was shaken to its founda-
tion, that many cities were sunk, and waters
came up in their places ; that the rocks were
all rent in twain ; that mountains were thrown
up to an exceeding height—and other moun-
tains became valleys—the level roads spoiled—
and the whole face of the land changed. 1 then
exclaim, these things are no longer a mystery ;
I have now learned to account for the many
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wonders which I every where behold through-
out our whole country ; when I am passing &
ledge of rocks, and see they have been all rent
and torn asunder ; while some huge fragments.
are found dceply imbeded in the earth, some
rods from whence they were torn, I exclaim
with astonishment, these were the groans ! the.
convulsive throes of agonizing nature ! while
the Son of God suffered upon the cross ! But
men have degenerated, and greatly changed, as
well as the earth. 'T'he sins, the abomninations,
and the many evil habits of the latter ages have
added to the miscries, toils, and sufferings of
human life. The idlenecss, extravagance, pride,
covetousness, drunkenness, and other abomina-
tions, which are characteristics of the latter
times, have all combined to sink mankind to the
lowest state of wretchedness and degradation ;
while priestcraft and false doctrines have great-
ly tended to lull mankind to sleep, and to cause
them to rest, infinitcly short of the powers and
attainments, which the ancients did enjoy, and
which are alone calculated to exalt the intellec-
tual powers of the human mind ; to establish
noble and generous sentiments ; to enlarge the
heart, and to expand the soul to the utmost ex-
tent of its capacity. Witness the ancients, con-
versing with the Great Jehovah, learning lessons.
from the angels, and receiving instruction by
the Holy (shost, in dreams by night, and visions
by day, until at length the veil is taken off, and



AND RESTORATION. 153

they permitted to gaze with wonder and admi-
ration upon all things past and future; yea, even
to soar aloft amid unnumbered worlds; while
the vast expanse of eternity stands open before
them, and they contemplate the mighty works
of the Great 1 AM, until they know as they are
known, and see as they are seen.

Compare this intelligence, with the low smat-
terings of education and worldly wisdom, which
seem to satisfy the narrow mind of man in our
generation ; yea, belold the narrow minded, cal-
culating, trading, overreaching, penurious syco.
phant of the nineteenth century, who dreams
of nothing here, but how to increase his goods,
or take advantage of his neighbor; and whose
only religious exercises or duties consist of go-
ing to meeting, paying the priest his hire, or
praying to his God without expecting to be heard
or answered ; supposing that God has been deaf
or dumb for many centuries, or altogether stu-
pid and indifferent like himself. And having
seen the two contrasted, vou will be able to
form some idea of the vast elevation from which
man has fallen ; you will also learn how infi-
nitely beneath his former glory and dignity he
18 now living, and your heart will mourn, and
be exceeding sorrowful, when you contemplate
him in his low estate—and think he is your bro-
ther. And you will be ready to exclaim with
wonder and astonishment, O man ! how art thou
fallen! once thou wast the favourite of Heaven ;
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thy Maker delighted to converse with thee, and’
angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect.
were thy companions ; but now thouart degra-
ded and brought down on a level with the
beasts ; yea, far beneath them ; for they look
with horror and affright at your vain amuse-
ments, your sports, and your drunkenness.—
And thus often set an example worthy of your
imitation. Well did the Apostle Peter say of
you, that you know nothing only what you
know naturally as brute beasts made to be ta-
ken and destroyed. And thus you perish, from
generation to generation, While all creation
groans under its pollution ; and death and sor-
row, mourning and weeping, fill up the inea-
sure of the days of man. But O my soul, dwell
no longer on this awful scene ; let it suffice to
have discovered in some degree what is lost.
And let us turn our attention, to that which the
Prophets have said should be restored.

The apostle Peter while preaching to the
Jews, says, ¢ And he shall send Jesus Christ,
which hefore was preached unto you, whom the
hcavens must reccive, until the times of restitu-
tion (restoration) of all things which God hath
spoken, by the mouth of all the holy prophets,
since the world began.” It appears from the:
above, that all the holy prophets from Adam
and thosc that follow after, have had their eyes
upon a certain time, when all things should be
restored to their primitive beauty and excel-.
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lence. And we also learn, that the time of res-
titution was to be at or ncar the time of Christ’s
second coming, for the heavens are to receive
him until the times of restitution, and then the
Father shall send him again to the earth,

We will now proceed to notice Isaiah xl. 1,
2, 3, 4, 5. « Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Je-
rusalcm, and cry unto her, that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned : for
she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for
all her sins. The voice of him that crieth in
the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be exalted, and eve-
ry mountain and hill shall be made low: and
the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough places plain: and the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to-
gether : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it.”

From these verses we learn, first, that the
voice of one shall be heard in the wilderness, to
prepare the way of the Lord, just at the time
when Jerusalem has been trodden down of the
gentiles long enough, to have reccived at the
Lord’s hand double for all her sins, yea, when
the warfare of Jerusalem is accomplished, and
her iniquitics pardoned ; then shall this procla-
mation be made as it was before by John, yea,
a second proclamation, to prepare the way of
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the Lord for his second coming; and ebout
that time every valley shall be exalted, and ev-
ery mountain und hill shall be made low, aud
the crooked shall be made straight, and rough
places plain, and then the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it to-
gether, for the mouth of the Lord hath spokendit.

Thus you see, every mountain being laid
low, and every valley exhalted, and the rough
places heing made plain, and the crooked pla-
ces straight ; these mighty revolutions will begin
to restore the face of the earth to its former
beauty. But all this done, we have not gone
through our restoration yet ; there are many
more great things to be done in order to restore
all things.
- Our next is Isaiah 35th chapter, where we
again read of the Lord’s second coming, and of
the mighty works which attend it. The bar-
ren desert should abound with pools and springs
of living water, and should produce grass, with
flowers blooming and blossoming as the rose,
and that too about the time of the coming of
their God with vengeance and recompense,
which must allude to his second coming ; and
Israel is to come at the same time to Zion with
songsof everlasting joy, and sorrow and sighing
shall flce away, Herc then we have the curse
taken off fromn the deserts and they become a
fruitful well watered country,

We will now inquire whether the islands
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return again to the continents, from which they
were once scparated. Kor this object we refer
you to Revelation vi. 14,—<And every moun-
tain and island were moved out of their places.”
From this we learn that they moved some
where, and as it is the time of restoring what
had been lost they accordingly return and join
themselves to the land whence they came.

Our next is Isaiah xiii. 13, 14, where ¢ The
earth shall move out of her place, and be like
a chased roe which no man taketh up.”  Also,
Isaiah Ixii. 4. ¢ Thou shalt no more be termed
forsaken ; ncither shall thy Jand any more be
termed desolate: but thou shalt be called
Hepbzi-bah, and thy land Beulah : for the Lord
delighteth in thee, and thyland shall be married.”

In the first instance we have the earth on a
move like a chased roe, and in the second place
we have it warried. And {rom the whole and
various scriptures we lcarn that the continents
and islands, shall be united in one as they were
in the morn of creation, and the sea shall retire
and assemble in its own place where it was be-
fore ; and all thcse scenes shall take place
during the mighty convulsion of nature, about
the time of the coming of the Lord.

Behold ! the mount of Olives rent in twain :
While ou its top, he sets his feet ngain,
The islands at his word, obedient, flec ;
While to the nortly, he rolls the mighty sea ;

Renstores the earth in ane, as at the first ;
With all its blessings, and removes the curse.

1n
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Having restored the earth to the same glori-
ous state in which it first existed ; leveling the
mountains, exalting the valleys, smoothing the
rough places, making the deserts fruitful, and
bringing all the continents, and Islands togeth-
er, causing the curse to be taken off, that it shall
no longer produce noxious weeds, and thorns
and thistles ; the next thing is to regulate and
restore the brute creation, to their former state
of peace and glory ; causing all enmity to cease
from off the earth. DBut this will never be done
until therc is a general destruction poured out
upon man, which will entircly cleanse the carth,
and swecp all wickedness from its face. 'This
will be done by the rod of his mouth, and by the
breath of his lips, or in other words by fire as
universal as the flood. Isaiah X1 chap. 4, 6, 7,
8, 9 verses. ¢¢ But with righteonsness shall
he judge the poor, and reprove with cquity for
the meek of the earth, and he shall smite the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. The
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
Jleopard shall lic down with the kid, and the calf
and the young lion, and the fatling together, and
a little child shall lead them, and the cow and
bear shall {eed, their young ones shall lie down
together, and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox, and the sucking child shall play on the hole
of the asp, and the wcaned child shall put his
hand on the Cockatrice’ den. They shall net
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hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, for
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

Thus having clcansed the earth and glorified
it with the knowledge of God as the waters cov-
er the sea, and having poured out his spirit upon
all flesh, both man and beast becoming perfect-
ly harmless, as they were in the beginning, and
feeding on vegetable food only, while nothing
is leit to hurt or destroy in all the vast creation.
The prophets then proceed to give us many glo-
rious duscriptions, of. the enjoyments of its in-
habitants. ¢ They shall build houses and inhabit
them ; they shall plant vineyards and drink the
wine of them ; they shall plant gardens and eat
the fruit of them ; they shall not build and an-
other inhabit; they shall not plant and another
eat ; Lor as thc days of a tree, are the days of
my people ; and mine elect shall long enjoy the
work of their hands. They shall not labour in
vain, nor bring forth in trouble ; for they are
the secd of the blessed of the lord, and their
offspring with them; And it shall come to pass
that before they call, I will answer, and while
they are yet speaking, I will hear.” In this
happy state of existence it seems, that all peo-
ple will live to the full age of u tree, and this too
without trouble pain or sorrow, and whatsoever
they ask will be iinmediately answered, and
even all their wants will be anticipated. Of
course then, none of them will sleep in the dust
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for they will prefer to be translated; that is,
changed in the twinkling of an eye, from mor-
tal to inmortal ; after which they will continue
to reign with Jesus on the earth.

Thus we have traced the Prophets through
the varying scenes which conspire to restore the
earth, and its inhabitants to thatstate of perfec-
tion, in which they first existed; andin which they
will exist during the great Sabbath of creation.
And having seen all things restored among the
living, we will now inquire after those who sleep
in the dust; butin order to understand precise-
ly the nature of their restoration, we must as-
certain the particulars concerning the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, for he was an exact pattern after
which all his saints will be raised. We recol-
lect first, that he was clothed upon with flesh
and blood, and bones, like another man, und
every way subject to hunger, thirst, pain, wea-
rincss, sickness and death, like any other per-
son ; with this difference, that he was capable
of enduring more than any other human body.
Second, this same body was hung upon the
cross, torn with nails, which were driven through
his hands and feet, and hisside pierced with a
spear from which there came out blood and wa-
ter. Third, this same body being perfectly
lifeless, like any other corpse, was taken with-
out a hone being broken, and carefully wrap-
ped in linen and laid in the tomb, where it con-
tinued until the third day; when early in the
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morning the women came to the sepulchre, and
his disciples also, and finding the linen clothes

lying useless, and the napkin which was about
his head, carefully folded, and laid by itself;

but the body which had lain there was gone.
From all these eireumstances we discover that
the same flesh and bones, which were laid in
the tomb, were actually reanimated, and did
anse and lay aside the linen which was no lon-
ger needed.  And Jesus Christ came forth tri-
umphant from the mansions of the dead, pos-
sessing the same body which had been born of
a woman, which was crucilicd ; but no blood
flowed in his veins, for blood was the natural
life in which were thée prineiples of mortality ;
and a man restored to flesh and blood would be
mortal ; and conscquently, again subject unto
death, which wasnot the case with our Saviour,
although he had flesh and bones after he rose :
for when he appeared to his disciples, and they
were alraid supposing it was only a spirit, in or-
der to show them their mistake, he said, ¢ han-
dle me and sce, for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones as you sec me have.” And calling for
something to eat, he was provided with a piece
of broiled fish and an Loney comb, and he did
eat. And even afterwards Thomas was invited
to put his finger into the prints of the nails in
his hands and feet ; and to thrust his hand into
his side, from which it is evident that he not on-
ly possessed the same body, but also, tllc same
¥
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wounds continued to show themselves for a
witness. And will continue until he comes
again, when the Jews will look npon him whom
they bave pierced ; and enquire what are these
wounds in his hands and iu his feet, O ye hard
hearted, ye ungodly children of men; your eyes
will very soon behold him who was crucetied
for your sins; then shall ye see that the resur-
rection of the dead is a reality, a something
tangible, and that eternity is not a land of shaces,
nor a world ol phantoms, as some suppose,—
Among other things which Jesus did after the
resurrection, we find him in the humble attitude
of broiling fish, and calling his disciples to come
and dine, O what simplicity, what Jove, what
condescension ; wonder O heavens! be aston-
ished O carth ! bchold the Redeemer clothed
upon with immortality, and yet scated by a fire
of coals, in the open air with his brethren, hum.
bly partaking of a mcal of fish, actually prepa-
red by his own hands. O ye great and ye no-
ble of the earth, who roll in luxury and refine-
ment ; O ye Priests, who are loaded with the
honors, titles, dignities, riches. and splendour,
of the world, here is a lesson for you, which
will make you blush ; boast no more of being
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus.

But to return to the subject of the resurrec-
tion ; having proved to a demonstration, that
our Saviour rose from the dead with the same
body which was crucified, possessing flesh and
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bones, eating and drinking with his disciples.
This puts the matter for ever at rest respecting
the resurrection of the saints. But if more proof
were wanting, we have it in a prophcey of Job
before guoted in a former part of this work,
where he declares that his Redeemer will stand
in the latter day upon the carth, and he should
see him in the flesh, though worms should des-
troy the body which he then had. The fact
is the saints will again receive their bodies, eve-
ry joint in its proper and perfect frame, being
clothed upon with flesh, sinews and skin ; like
a8 we now are, the whole becoming immortal,
no more to see corruption, being clothed with
a white robe of fine linen, suitable for Immor-
tality to wear.  Well did the apostle say ¢ in
heaven we have a more enduring substance,”
(not shadow) but in order to illustrate this sub-
ject, still farther, we will carefully examine
Ezekiel xxxvii chap which we have touched
upon before. In this vision the Prophet is car-
ried away in the spirit, and a valley of dry bones
is presented before him, and they are very nu-
merous and very dry ; and while he stands mu-
sing and contemplating the awful scene, a very
wonderful question is proposed to him ; < Son
of man, can these dry bones live ? and he an-
swerved, « O Lord God thou lknowest.” And
the Lord said, “Son of man prophecy upon these
bones, and say, O ye dry bones hear the word
of the Lord.” So he prophesicd as he was
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commanded, and as he prophesied, there was a
noise, and behold ashaking, and the bones came
together, bone to his bone, and the sinews and
the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered
themm.  Aud again he prophesied to the winds,
saying, come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain that they may live,”
and the breath entered into them, and they liv-
ed and stood up upon their fcet, an exceeding
great army. We have heard many comments
upon this vision, some compare it to sinners
heing converted, and some to the body of Christ,
the church when dead as to the spiritual gifts ;
(but the church becoming dead can no longer
be said to be the body of Christ, as when she
abides in the true vine, she lives, and bears
fruit, and is not dead, and where she does not
abide in him, she is cut off as a branch wither-
ed and burned, instead of rising again.) But
did you cver hear the Lord’s own explanation
of this vision, in the same chapter? It so far
surpasses all other comments, 1 am inclined to
believe it, I will thercefore write itin preference
to any other and run the risk of becoming un-
popular by so doing. ‘The Lord says, *Son of
Man, these bones are the whole house of Israel:
behold they say our bones arc dried, our hope
is Jost, we are cut oft from our parts ; therefore
say unto them, thus saith the Lord God, behold
O my people, T will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you
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into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that
I am the Lord, when | have opened your graves
O niy people, and brought you up out of your
graves, and shall put my Spirit in you, and you
shall live, and I shall place you in your own
land. Then shall ye know that Ithe Lord have
gpoken it and performed it, saith the Lord.”—
‘Thus you have the whole vision unfolded plain-
ly ; if the Lord’s authority can once be allowed,
which is seldom the case, in this age of wisdom
and learning. The fact is, all the seed of Israel
are to be raised from the dead, and are to be
brought into the land of Israel, which was given
to them for an everlasting inheritance. And,
in order to do this, their old dry bones are to be
brought together bone to his bone, and every
part of their bodies are to be reinstated each to
itself, and it will make a great noise and a won-
derful shaking when they come together ; and
surely when they stand upon their feet, it will
malke an exceeding great army.  This just ex-
plains the promise, so oft repeated in scripture,
my servant David shall be a prince over them
forever; indeed this same chapter, makes the
promise to them, that his servant David shall
be raised up, and shall be a prince among them,

while the Lord should be their king ; while hoth
they that are alive, and they that are dead, shali
be restored, and become one nation in the land
upon the mountains of Israel ; while David
comes {orth and reigns, as a prince and shep-
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herd over them forever ; while the Lord Jesus
reigns as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, in
mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his
ancients gloriously.

O glorious day ! O blessed hope !

My soul lcaps forward at thoe thought ;
When in that happy, happy land,
‘We'll take the ancients by the hand,
In love and union, hail our frionds :
And Death, and Sorrow, have an end,

I now no longermarvel, when I call to mind,
that Abrahain counted himself a stranger, and
pilgrim, sceking a better country, and a city ;
whose builder and maker is God. It seems af-
ter this restoration, there will be but one more
change necessary in order to fit the earth for
man’s efernal inheritance, and that change is to
take place at the last day, after man has enjoy-
ed it in pcace a thousand years. We have now
discovered the great secret, which none but the
saints have understood ; and which was well
understood by them in all ages of the world ;
which is this, that man is to dwell in the flesh,
upon the earth with the Messiah ; with the
whole house of Israel ; and with all the saints
of the most high, not only one thousand years,
but forever and ever. There our Father Adam
whose hair is white like the pure wool, will set
enthroned in dignity, as the ancient of days,
the great Patriarch, the mighty prince; while
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thousands of thousands stand before him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand minister to
him, there he will hail ali his children who died
in the faith of the Messiah, while Abel, Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Job and Daniel, with all the.
Prophets and Apostles, and all the saints of God
of all ages, hail cach other in the flesh ; while
Jesus the great Messiah will stand in the midst;
And to crown the whole, he will gird himseli,
and administer bread and wine to the whole
multitude, while he himself partakes of the
same with them on the earth, while all are ¢loa
thed in fine linen clean and white. This is the
marriage supper of the Lamb. Blessed are
they who partake thereof.

Hail, glorious day, by prophets long foretold ;
And sought’by holy men, from days of old ;
Who found it not, but readily confessed,

As pilgrims here, they sought a promised rest ;
Hear Abel grown, as first ho yields his breath,
And i succeeded by his brother Scth ;

He dios in faith, to wait till Christ appears ;
To risc and reign with him a thousand years.

Hear Enoch too, the wondrous scene forotel,
While future glories did his bosom swell ;
The vail was rent while wonders strange and new
Before him roso and opened to his view,

Long, long he heard the carth in anguish mourn ;
Saw hoaven weep, while oft his bowels yearn'd ;



168 THE RESURRECTION

While all eternity, with pain beheld
Tho scenes of sorrow which his bosom swell’d :
Ho saw the Lamb of Calvary expire,

While rocks were rent and cities wrapped in fire ;
Ho saw him burst the tomb, and mount on high ;
Enthroned in glory mid the upper sky.

Obtained tho promise, he would come again
To carth, in triumph with his saints to reign,
His soul was glad, with joy he turned the lyre ;
And sung the glorious reign, of king Messiah.

Hosanna to the Lamb, that shall he slain :
All hail, the dey when Zion comes again ;
Out of the carth the truth in power ho sends,
While righteousness from heaven, shall descend,
And these shall sweep the carth, as with a flood

To gather out the purchase of his blood ;
Unto the Zion which he shall prepare;

And Enoch with his city, meet them there ;
When all the ransom'd saints shall join the lay,
And shout hosanna in eternal day.

Wido o'er the earth, tho Saviour’s name extend ;
And peace o'er all prevail, from end to end.

Thus Enoch sang, whilc all the heavenly choir;
Join'd in hosanna, to the king Messiah,

Noah too, by faith beheld the scene afar ;
And asa type, he did tho ark prepare,

Condemned the world, by water overthrown,
While to his view, the light triumphant shone
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He gazed with joy on ail the glorious scene,
But mourned the darkness that should roll between.

Abram with joy, behcld the day of rest ;
When in his secd, all nations should Lo bless'd,
And gladly wandered as a pilgrim here ;

Aud fell aslcep, to wait till Christ appear—
In sure and certain hope, to rise and reign
In Canaan’s land, a right he had obtained,

I1saac and Jacob had the glorious view,

Rejoiced in death, and so did Jesgph too ;

‘Whi'e patient Job, in pain looked far away,

Saw his Redeemer in the latter day,

Stand on the earth, while he himselfl should rige,
And in the flesh hehold him withhis eyes,

Moses und Joshua, Samucland Isaiah,
Did each in turn, this solemn truth dcclare ;
While David tuncd tho lyre in joyful lays ;
Spake of Messiah's reign, und eung his praise,

Ezekicl, Daniol, Joel, Zacheriah,

And Malachi, have spoken of Messiah ;
When he should set his fect on carth again,
Bum up tho proud, and o’er the nations reign.

Jesus and Peter, John and James, and Paul,
The time would fail me here to mention all;
‘Who wrapt in vision clear, in turn forctold,
The day of wouders I would fain unfold,

Lehi, Nophi, Alina and Mosiah,
Alinedi, who onco rejoiced in fire ;
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Mormon, Moroni and Ether, testified ;

For this they lived, and in this faith they died ;
And all the saints of God, in all the earth,

Down from Old Adam to the latost birth ;

And all the vast creations, which extend,

Through boundless space till man can find no end,
And all the heavenly host, around the throne,

Shell sound his praise in reverential tone ;

Millions unnumber’d, at his feet shall fall,

Hail him as king, and crown him Lord of all,

Having traced, the great restoration of the
earth’ and its inhabitants, until we find them in
the full enjoyment, of the promises made to their
fathers ; and having learned that a future state,
is not a state of shadows, and fables; but
something tangible, even a more ¢nduring sub-
stance ; we shall now take a view of the divi-
sion of their land, and the laying out of their
city, even the holy city, where the tabernacle
of God and his sanctuary shall be for evermore,
for of course this was the city sought for, by
Abraham, and others, who found it not. This
view ig given in the last chapter of Ezekiel,
where he divides the land, by lot, to the whole
twelve tribes ; and lays off the city, and sanc-
tuary, in the midst with its twelve gates, three
on cach side, the whole lying four square. But
in his 47th chapter, we have a description of a
beautiful river, which will issue forth from the
eastern front of the temple, from underthe sanc-
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tuary, and run eastward into the dead sea, heal-
ing the waters, and causing a very great multi-
tude of fishes; so that from Engedi to En-
eglaim, the fishers spread forth their nets ; while
the miry places shall not be healed; but shall
be given to salt. And on either side shall grow
all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, nor
shall the fruit thereof be consumed; it shall
bring forth new fruit according to its months ;
because, their waters they issued out of the
sanctuary, and the fruit shall be for meat, and
the leafl thercof for medicine.

But to set forth more fully the building of the
city, and the materials of which it is builded ;
Isaiah liv. 11, to the end of the chapter. ¢« O
thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not
comforted ! behold, I will lay thy stones with
fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sap-
phires. And I will make thy windows of agates,
and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders
of pleasantstones. And all thy children shall
be taught of the Lord ; and great shall be the
peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt
thou be established : thou shalt be far from
oppression ; for thou shalt not fear : and from
terror ; for it shall not come near thee. Be-
hold, they shall surcly gather together, but not
by me : whosoever shall gether together against
thee shall fall for thy sake. Behold, I have
created the smith that bloweth the coals in the
fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for
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his work; and 1 have created the waster to
destroy. No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper ; and every tongue that shall
rise against thee in judgment thou shalt con-
demn. This is the heritage of the servants of
the Lord, and their righteousness is of me,
saith the Lord.”

From these verses we learn something of the
beauty of their city, and of the materials of
which it is composed ; their stones of fair co-
lours, their foundations of sapphires, their win-
dows of agates, and their gates of carbuncles,
and all their borders of pleasant stones, are all
well calculated to beautify the place of his
sanctuary, and to make the place of his leet
glorious, as well as to give a lustre and magni-
ficence to the whole city, of which the gentiles
with all their boasted wealth and grandeur, can
form but a faint idea; and then to mark in the
same description ; the knowledge, as well as the
peace and security of all the inhabitants, while
they who gather together against them to battle,
are sure to fall for their sake; surely this is
the heritage of the servants of the Lord ; surely,
this is a delightful city, and well worth a pilgri-
mage, like Abraham’s. But in order to form a
still more striking idea of the prosperity, wealth,
beauty, and magnificence, of the citics of Zion
and Jerusalem, we will quote Isaiah Ix. ¢ Arise,
shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of
the Lord, is risen upon thee. ¥or behold, the
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darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark-
ness the people : but the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee,
And the gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up
thine eyes round about, and sce : these all gather
themselves together, they come to thee:
thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters
shall be nursed at thy side. 'Then thou shalt®
see, and flow together, and thy heart shall fear,
and be enlarged; because the abundance of the
sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of
the gentiles shall come unto thee. The multi-
tude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries
of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba
shall come : they shall bave gold and incense;
and they shall shew forth the praiscs of the
Lord. All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered
togcther unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall
minister unto thee : thcy shall come up with ac-
ceptance on mipne alter, and I will glorifly the
house of my glory. Who are these that fly as
a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?
Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships
of Farshish first, to bring my sons from far,
their silver and their gold with them, unto the
name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy
One of Israel because he hath glorilied thee.
And the sons of strangers shall build up thy
walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee :
for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour
*o
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have I had mercy ¢n thee. Therefore thy gates
shall be open continually ; they shall not be
shut day nor night; that men may bring unto
thee the forces of the Gentiles, aud that theic
kings may be brought. For the nation and
kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ;
yea, those nations shall beutterly wasted.

The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee,
the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together,
to beautify the place of my sanctuary, and {
will make the place of my feet glorious. The
sons also of them that alllicted thee, shall come
bending unto thee ; and all they that despised
thee, shall bow themselves down at the soles of
thy feet, and they shall call thee; the city of
the Lord, the Zion of the holy one of Israel;
whereas, thou hast been forsaken and hated, so
that no man went through. thee. I will make
thee an eternal excellency, a Joy of many gen-
erations. Thou shalt also suck the milk of the
gentiles, and shalt suck the breasts of kings, and
thou shalt know thatl the Lord am thy Saviour,
and thy Redecmer, the mighty one of Jacob.
For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will
bring silver, and for wood, brass, and for stones
iron ; I will also make thy officers peace, and
thine exactors rightcousness, violence shall no
more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruc-
tion, within thy borders ; but thou shalt call thy
wallg salvation and thy gates praise. The sun
shall be no more thy light by day, neither for
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brightness, shall the moon give light unto thee,
but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting
light, and thy God thy giory ; thy sun shall no
more go down, neither shall thy moon with-
draw itself: for the Lord shall be thine ever
lasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall
be ended. 'T'hy people also, shall be all right-
eous they shall inherit the land forever, the
branch of my planting, the work of my hands,
that 1 may be glorified. A little one shall be-
come a thousand, and a small one a strong na-
tion ; I the Lord will hasten it in its time.”

In this chapter, we learn, Iirst, that there is
a city to be built in the last days, unto which
not only Israel, but all the nations of the gen-
tiles are to flow, and.the nation and kingdom
that will not serve that city shall perish, and be
utterly wasted. Second, we learn that the name
of that city is Zion, the city of the Lord. Third,
we learn that it is called the place of his sanc-
tuary, and the place of his feet. Fourth, we
learn that the best of lumber, consisting of fir,
pine, and box wood, is to be brought in great
plenty to beautify the place of his sanctuary;
and make the place of his feet glovious. Fifth,
T'he precious metals are to abound in such plen-
ty, that gold is to be in the room of brass, silver
in the room of iron, brass in the room of wood,
iron in the room of stones, while their officers
ure to be peace ofiicers, and their exactors right-
eous cxactors, violence is no more to be heard



176 THE RESURRECTION

in the land, wasting nor destruction within their
borders, their walls are galvation, and their
gates praisc ; while the glory of God in the
midst of the city -outshines the Sun, the days of
their mourning are ended ; their people are all
righteous, and are toinherit the land forever,
being the branch of the Lord’s planting, that he
may be glorified. A little one shall become a
strong nation and the Lord will hasten it in its
time.

The Psalmist David, has told us, concerning
the time of the building of this city, in his 102nd
Psalm, from 13th, to the 22nd verse. ¢ 'Thou
shalt arise, and have mercy on Zion, for the
time to favour her, yea the set time is come ;
for thy servants take pleasure in her stones,
and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen
shall fear the name of tite Lord, and all kings
of the earth thy glory. - When the Lord shall
build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory.—
He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and
not despise their prayer.  This shall be written
for the generation to come, and the people
which shall be created shall praise the Lord, for
he hath looked down from the height of his
sanctuary, from heaven did the Lord behold the
earth, to hear the groaning of the prisoners to
loose those that are appointed to death, to de-
clare the name of the l.ord in Zion, and his
praise in Jerusalem. When the people are

gathcred together, and the kingdoms to serve
he Lord.”
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From thisscripture we learn, First, that there
is a set time to build up Zion, or the city of
which Isaiah speaks; namely, just before the
second coming of Christ, and that when this
city is built the Lord will appear in his glory,
and not before. So {rom this we aflirm, that, if
such a city is never built, then the Lord will
never come. Second, we learn that the peo-
ple and kingdoms are to be gathered togeth-
er, to serve the Lord both in Zion, and Je-
rusalem, and Third, that this Psalm was writ-
ten cxpressly for the generation to come, and
the people which shall be created, shall praise
the Lord, (when they read it and see it fulfilled.)

I will now call the attention of the reader, to
a part of the Gth chap. of thie Record of Lther,
contained in the Book of Mormon, page 597,
second edition. For Ether truly told them of
all things from the beginning of man, and how
that alter the waters had receded (rom off the
face of this land, (America,) it became a choice
land above all other lands, a chosen land of the
Lord, wherefore, the Lord would have that all
men should serve him which dwell upon the face
thereof ; and that it was the place of the New
Jerusalem, which should come down out of
heaven, and the holy sanctuary of the Lord.—
Behold Ether saw the days of Christ, and he
spake concerning a new Jerusalem upon this
land ; and be spake also concerning the house
ot Israel, and the Jerusalein from whence Le-
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hi should come, after that it should be (]estroy-
ed, it should be built up again a holy city unto
the Lord ; wherefore it could not be a new Je-
rusalem, for it had heen in a time of old; but
it should be built up again, and become a holy
city of the [Lord, and it shonld be built up unto
the house of Israel; and that a new Jerusalem
ghottld be built upon this land, unto the rem-
nant of the sced of Joseph, for which thing there
has been atype ; for as Joseph brought his fa-
ther down into the Land of Egypt, even so he
died there ; wherefore the Lord brought a rem-
nant of the seed of Joseph out of the Jand of
Jerusalemn, that he might be merciful unto the
seed of Joseph, that they should perish not, even
as he was merciful unto the father of Joseph,
that he should perish not ; wherefore the rem-
nant of the house of Joseph shall be built up
upon this land ; and it shall be a land of their
inheritance ; and they shall build up a holy city
unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old :
and they shall no more be confounded, until the
end come, when the earth shall pass away.—
And there shall be a new heaven and a new
earth, and they shall be like unto the old, save
the old have passed away, and all things bave
become new. And then cometh the New Jeru-
salem, and blessed are they who dwell therein,
for it is they whose garments are white through
the blood of the Lamb ; and they are they who
are numbered among the remnunt of the seed of
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Joseph, who were of the house of Israel. And
then also cometh the Jerusalem of old : and
the inhabitants thereof, blessed are they, for
they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb,
aud they are they who were scattered and gath-
ered in from the four quarters of the earth, and
fiom the north countries, and are partakers of
the fulfilling of the covenant which God made
with their father Abraham. And when these
things come, bringeth to pass the scripture which
saith, there are they who were first, who shall
be Jast; and there are they who were last, who
shall be first.

From this prophecy we learn, First, that
America is a chosen land of the Lord, above
every other land. Second, that it is the place
of the New Jerusalem, which shall come down
from God out of heaven, upon the earth when
it is renewed. Third, that a New Jerusalem, is
to be built in: America, to the rcmnant of Joseph
like unto or after a similar pattern, to the old
Jerusalem in the land of Canaan: and that the
old Jerusalem shall be rebuilt at the same time :
and this being done, both cities will continue in
prosperity on the carth, until the great and last
change when the heavens and the earth are to
be rcnewed. Fourth, we Jcarn that when this
change takes placc, the two cities are caught up
into heaven, together with the inbhabitants there-
of and being changed-and made new, the one
conies down upon the American land, and the



180 THE RESURRECTION

other to its own place as formerly ; and Fifth,
we learn that the inhabitants of these two cities
arc the same that gathered together and first
builded them. Theremnant of Joseph and those
gathered with them, inhevit the New Jerusalem.
And the tiibes of Isracl, gathered from the north
countries, and from the four quarters of the
earth, inhabit the other, and thus sll things being
made ncw, we find thosc who were once stran-
gers and pilgrims on the earth, in possession of
that better country, and that city, for which
they souxht.

We will now turn to John’s Revelation, and
examine the city after it was made new, and
see il it is any thing like the pattern which it
exhibited previous to its final change. Rev.
xxi, Chap. ¢ And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the first heaven, and the first
earth, were passed away: and there was no
more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of hea-
ven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
band. And [ heard a great voice out of hea-
ven, saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
ghall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God. And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes : and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, ncither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away. And
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he that sat upon the throne, said, Behold, I
make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write : for these words are true and faithful.
And he said unto me, it is done. 1 am Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of
of the water of life freely. He that over-
cometh shallinherit all things: and I will be his
God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful,
and unbelieving, and the abominable, and mur-
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolators, and all liars, shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone :
which is the second death, And there came
unto me one of the seven angels, which had the
seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and
talked with me, saying come hither, I will show
thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he car-
ried me away in the spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me that great city, the
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God. IHaving the glory of God, and her light
was like unto a stone most precious, even like
a jaspar stone, clear ns crystal: And had a
wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and
at the gates twelve angels, and names written
thereon, which are the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Isracl., On the east,
three gates ; on the north three gates; on the
south, thrce gates; and on the west, three
gates. And the wall of the city had twelve

P
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foundations, and in them the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he that talk-
ed with me, had a golden reced to measure the
city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.
And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is
as large as the breadth : and he measured the
city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs.
The length and the breadth and the heighth of
it are equal. And he measured the wall there-
of, a hundred and forty and four cubits, accor-
ding to the measure of a man, that is, of the
angel. And the building of the wall of it was
of jasper : and the city was pure gold, like un-
to clearglass. And the foundations of the wall
of the city were garnished with all manner of
precious stones. The first foundation was jas-
per; the second, sapphire ; the third, a chal-
cedony ; the fourth, an emerald; the filth,
sardonyx ; the sixth, sardius; the scventh;
chrysolite ; the eighth, beryl ; the ninth, a to-
paz; the tenth, chrysoprasus ; the eleventh, a
jacinth ; the twelvth, an amethyst. And the
twelve gates werc twelve pearls ; every several
gate was of one pearl; and the street of the
city was pure gold, as it werc transparent glass,
And I saw no tempic thercin: for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of
it. And the city had no need of the sun, nei-
ther of the moon, to shine init: jor the glory
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thercof. And the nations of them which are
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saved shall walk in the light of it : and the kings
of the earth do bring their glory and honour
into it. And there shall in no'wise enter
into it any thing that defileth, neither what-
socver worketh abomination, or maketh a lie;
but they which are written in the Lamb’s book
of Life.,” Also, 22d chapter he says, <« And he
shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of
it, and on éither side of the river, was there the
tree of life, which bore twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month; and
the lcaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. And there shall be no more curse :
but the throne of God and the Lamb shall be
init; and his servants shall serve him: and
they shall see his face ; and his name shall be
in their forebeads. And there shall be no night
there : and they need no candle, neither light
of the sun : for the Lord God giveth them light,
and they shall reign forever and ever. And he
said unto e, These sayings are faithful and
true. And the Lord God of the holy prophets
gent his angel to shew unto his servants the
things which must shortly be doue. Behold, I
come quickly : blessed is he that keepeth the
sayings of the prophecy of this book.” From
this beautiful description, we learn IMirst, that
the new earth is not separated by any sea, con-
.sequently, what is now called the eastern and
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western continents, will then be one land. Sec-
ondly, we learn that the Lord makes not only
the heavens and earth, but, all thines new (in-
cluding of course, the cities of Jerusalem, and
Zion, where his Tabernacle bad been for more
than a thousand years). Thirdly, we learn that
the city lay foursquare, and had twelve gates,
with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel :
inserted one on each gate ; three gates on the
north ; three on the south ; three on the east ;
and three on the west ; precisely after the same
manner, as it existed temporally, during the
thousand years as described by Ezekiel.—
Fourth, we learn that it was composed of pre-
eious stones, and gold, as the temporal city also
was, as described by Isaiah.  Fifth, a pure river
of the water of life, clear as crystal, flows
through this renewed city, proceeding {rom the
throne of God, just as Jiving waters flowed from
the temporal city, from the sanctuary .as descri-
bed by Ezekiel. Sixth, the trec of life, stood
on either side of the river ; even the tree which
had once borne twelve manner of f{ruits, and
had yielded its fruit every month, while its
leaves were for the healing of the nations. But
now, when John sees it, the nations have no
need of healing, for there isno more death ; nei-
ther pain, nor sorrow, for the former things
have passed away, and all things are become
new, consequently he speaks in the past tense,
and says they were for the healing of the na-
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tions; of course referring back to the tines
when they existed: temporally, according to
Ezekiel ; before their final change.

Now, of the things of which we have spoken
this is the sum, that lizekiel, and the other Pro-
phets, have presented us with the view of the
cities of Zien and Jerusalem as they will exist
during the one thousand years of rest, called
the Millenium ; and John has given us a view
of the samne cities, after their (inal change ; when
they come down fromn God out of Heaven, and
rest upon the new earth. But Ether has giv-
en us a sketch of them, as they are to exist,
both in their temporal, and in their eternal
state : and he has told us plainly, concerning
their location first and last : namely, the New
Jerusalem, in America, inhabited by the rem-
nant of Joseph, and those gathered with them,
who have washed their robes, and made them
white, in the blood of the Lamb : and the other
Jerusalem, in its former place, inhabited by the
house of Israel, gathered from the north coun-
tries, and from all countries, where they have
becn scattered, having washed their robes, and
made them white, in the blood of the Lamb.-—
And here is the end of the matter : and I would
only add, that the government of the United
States, has been engaged for upwards of nine
years, in gathering the remnant of Joseph, to
the very place, where they will finally build a
New Jerusalem; a city of Zion: with the as-

*p
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sistance of the Gentiles, who will gather them
from all the face of the land, and this gathering
is clearly predicted in the Book of Mormon,
and other revelations, and the place before ap-
pointed, and the time set for its fulfilment : and
except the Gentiles repent of all their abomina-
tions, and embrace the same covenant, they
will soon be utterly destroyed from off the face
of this land : as it is written by Isaiah, ¢ the
nation and kingdom that will not scrve thee,
shall perish. Yea, those nations shall be utter-
ly wasted.” And asitis written by the Prophet
Nephi, in the latter part of the 9th, and the fore
part of the 10th chapters, of his Record, com-
mencing page 526 of the Book of Mormon,
second edition. ¢ And verily I say unto you,
I give unto you a sign, that ye may know the
time when these things shall be about to take
place, that 1 shall gather in from their long dis-
persion my people, O house of Israel, and shall
establish again among them my Zion. And be-
hold, this is the thing which 1 will give unto you
for asign ; for verily I say unto you, that when
these things which I declare unto vou hercafter
of myself, and by the power of the Holy Ghost,
which shall be given unto you of the Father,
shall be made known unto the Gentiles, that
they may know concerning this people, which
are a remunant of the house of Jacoh, and con-
cerning this my people, which shall be scattered
by them ; verily, verily I say unto you, when
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these things shall be made known unto them of
the Father, and shall come forth of the Father,
from them unto you, for it is wisdom in the
Father, that they should be established in this
land, and be set up as a free people, by the pow-
er of the Father, that these things might come
forth from them, unto a remnant of your seed,
that the covenant of the Father may be fulfilled
which he hath covenanted with his people, O
house of Israel. Therefore, when these works
and the works which shall be wrought among
you herealter, shall come forth from the Gen-
tiles unto your seed, which shall dwindle in un-
belief because of iniquity : for thus it behooveth
the Father that it should come forth from the
Gentiles that he may show forth his power unto
the Gentiles for this cause, that the Gentiles if
they will not harden their hearts, that they may
repent and come unto me, and be baptized in
my name, and know of the true points of doe-
trine, that they may be numbered among my
people, O house of Israel; and when these
things come to pass, that thy seed shall begin to
know these things, it shall be a sign unto them,
that they may know that the work of the Fa-
ther hath already commenced unto the fulfilling
of the covenant which he hath made unto the
people which ure of the house of Israel. And
when that day shall come, it shall come to pasa
that kings shall shut their mouths : for that
which had not been told them shall they see,
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and that which they had not heard shall they
consider. KFor in that day, for my sake, shall
the Futher work a work, which shall be a great.
and a marvellous work among them ; and there:
shall be among them which shall not believe it,.
although a man declare it unto them. But be--
hold the life of my servant shall be in my hand ;
therefore they shall not hurt him although he
shall be marred because of them. Yet 1 will
heal him, for I will show unto them that my wis-
dom is greater than the cunning of the Devil,
Therefore it shall come to pass that whosoever
will not believe in my words which am Jesus
Christ, which the Father shall cause him to
bring forth unto the Gentiles, and shall give un-
to him power that he shall bring them forth unto
the Gentiles (it shall be done even as Moses
said) they shall be cut off from among my peo-
ple, which are of the covenant ; and my people
which are a remnant of Jacob, shall be among
the Gentiles, yea, in the midst of them, as a lion
among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion
among the flocks of sheep, who if he go through,
both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces and
none can deliver.  Their hand shall be lifted up
upon their adversaries, and all their encmies
shall be cut off. Yea, wo be unto the GGentiles,
except they repent : for it shall come to passin
that day, saith the Father, that 1 wil} cut off thy
horses out of the midst of thee, and 1 will des-
troy thy chariots, and I will cut off the cities of
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thy land, and throw down all thy strong holds ;
and I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy land,
and thou shalt have no more soothsayings : thy
graven images' I will also cut’'off, and thy stand-
ing images out of the midst of thee ; and‘thou
shalt no more worship the works of thy hands :
and I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst
of thee ; so will I destroy thy cities. And it
shall come to pass, thatall lyings and deceivings,
and envyings, and strifes, and priesterafts, and
whoredoms, shall be done away. For it shall
come to pass saith the Father, that at that day,
whosoever will not repent and come unto my
beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my
people, O house of Israel; and 1 will execute
vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon
the heathen, such as they have not heard.—
Chapter x.—But if they will repent, and near-
ken untomy words, and harden not their hearts,
I will establish my church among them, and
they shall come in unto the covengnt, and be
numbered among this the remnant of Jacob,
unto whom I have given this land for their in-
heritance, and they shall assist my people, the
remnant of Jacob : and also as many of the
house of Israel as shall come, that they may build
a city which shall be called the New Jerusalen ;
and then shall they assist my people that they
may be gathered in, which are scattered upon
all the face of the land unto the New Jerusa-
lem. And then shall the power of beaven come
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down among them ; and I also will be in the
midst : and then shall the work of the Father
commence at that day, even when this gospel
shall be precached among the remnant of this
peaple. Verily I say unto you, at that day shall
the work of the Father commence among all the
dispersed of my people ; yea, even the tribes
which have been lost, which the Father bath led
away out of Jerusalem. Yea, the work shall
commence among all the dispersed of my peo-
ple, with the Father to prepare the way where-
by they may come unto me, that they may call
on the Father in my name; yea, and then shall
the work commence with the Father, among
all nations in preparing the way whereby his
people nay be gathered home to the land of
their inheritance. And they shall go out from
all nations : and they shall not go out in haste,
nor by flight : for I will go belore them, saith
the Father, and I will be their rearward.”

O, ye remnaut of Joseph, your Becret is revea-
led, ye who are despised, smitten, scattered,
and driven by the Gentiles, from place to place,
until you are left few in number. <« QO thou af-
flicted, tossed with tempest and not comforted ;
lift up your heads and rejoice, for your redemp-
tion draweth nigh : yea we have found your
record ; the Oracles of God once committed
to your Forefathers; which have been hidden
from you for a long time, because of unbelief.
Behold | they are about to be restored to you
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again : then shall you rejoice ; for you shall
know thatit is a blessing from the hand of God ;
and the scales of darkness, shall begin to fall
from your eyes, and the Gentiles shall not again
have powcer over you ; but you shall be gathe-
red by them and be built up, and again become
a delightsome people, and the time has come ;
yea, the work has already commenced ; for we
haveseen you gathering together, from all parts
-of our land, unto the place which God has ap-
pointed for the Gentiles to gather you ; there-
fore lay down your weapons of war, cease to
oppose the Gentiles, in the gathering of your
various tribes—for the hand of your Great God
18 in all this ; and it was all foretold by your
Forefathers, ten thousand moons ago. There-
fore suffer them peaceably to fulfil this last act
of kindness, as a kind reward, for the injuries
you.have received from them,

It is with mingled feelings of joy and sorrow
that I reflect upon these things. Sorrow, when
1 think how you have been smitten ; joy when
Ireflectupon the happy change that now awaits
you ; and sorrow again when I turn my thoughts
to the awful destruction that awaits the Gen-
tiles, except they repent. But the eternal pur-
poses of Jehovah must roll on uutil all his pro-
mises are fulfilled, and none can hinder ; there-
fore, O God, thy will be done. But while I
still linger upon this subject, with feelings that
are easier felt than described, methinks, I can
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almost hear the Indians mournful chant resoun-
ding through his native woods, it whispers
thus :—

Great Spirit of our Fathers lend an ear;
Pity the red man, to his cries give ear,
Long hast thou scourged him with thy chastening sore ;
When will thy vengeance cease, thy wrath pe o’er;
When will the white man’s dire ambition ccase,
And let our scattered remnants dwell in peace ?
Or shall we (driven to western shore)
Become extinct, and full to rise no more ?

Forbid great Spirit ; make thy mercy known,
Reveal thy truth, thy wandering captives own,
Make bare thine arm of power for our release,

And o’er the earth extend the reign of peace.



CHAPTER VI

THE DEALINGS OF GOD WITH ALL NATIONS (N
REGARD TO REVELATION,

“ And hath made of one blood all nationa of men, to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath deter-
mined the times before appointed, and the bounds
of their habitation ; thal they should seek the Lord
tf happily they might feel after him, and _find him;
shough he be not far from every one of ua; for in
him we live, and move, and have our being,”’—
Acts xviL. 26, 27, 28.

In this text we learn first, that all nations
are made of one blood; secondly, they are
designed to dwell on_all the face of the earth,
(America not excepted;) thirdly, that the Lord
has determined the bounds of their habitation,
that is, he has divided the earth among his
children, giving each nation that portion which
seemed him good, for instance, the land of
Canaan, to Israel ; Mount Seir, to Esau; Ara-
bia, to Ishmael; America, to the remnant of
Joseph, &ec. like a father parcels off a large
tract of land to his several children. And
fourthly, he has granted unto all the nations of
the earth the privilege of feeling after him and
finding him; he, not being very far from every
one of them; whether they were in Asia,
Africa, Europe, or America; or even upon

q
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the islands of the sea. Now, if any nation,
in any age of the world, or in any part of the
earth should happen to live up to their privi-
leges; and one of their privileges is to feel
after him, and find him, and if they should
find him; what would they obtain? I answer,
Revelation, for the best of reasons, becuause
no people ever found God in any other way,
nor ever will ; therefore if they found God,
they found him by revelation direct from him-
self ; revealing his will to them; and if they
did not find him in this way, they never knew
him; and if they did obtain revelation it was
their privilege to write it ; and make a record
of the same, and teach it to their children ; and
this record would be sacred ; because it would
contain the word of God ; and thus it would be
a HorLy BiBLE ; no matter whether it is written
by the Jews, the ten Tribes, the Nephites, or
the Gentiles; 1 would just as soon have the
gospel written by Nephi, Mormon, Moroni, or
Alma, as to have the gospel written by Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, or John. Again, I would
just as soon belteve a revelation given in Ame-
rica, as to believe a revelation given in Asia;
for if ever a nation failed to get a revelation,
it was because they did not attain unto that
which was their privilege. But, why then was
any nation ever left in darkness, from age to
age, without the light of Revelation to guide
them? I answer, because their forefathers in
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some age of the world, rejected Revelation,
cast out and killed the prophets, and turned a
deaf ear to the things of God, until God took
away that which théy enjoyed, and committed
it to some other people, and left them from
generation to generation to grow up in igno-
rance, until he should see fit again to send his
light and truth to that nation; but those who
reject no hight are under no condemnation;
and the mercy of God hath claim upon them,
through the blood of Christ which atoneth for
the sins of the world. The heathen who never
had the light of Revelation, will be saved by
the blood of Christ; while their forefathers
who rejected the light are condemned ; for this
is their condemnation, that when light comes
men reject it.

Now on this subject, let us examine the
history of various ages. In the morn of crea-
tion, men had light by direct revelation, for
Adam, Cain and Abel talked with the Lord.—
In the next age men had light by revelation,
for Enoch walked with the Lord, and not only
saw the first coming of Christ but his second
coming also, and he exclaimed, behold the
Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints,
to take vengeance on the ungodly, &c.; as it
18 written in Jude, from which it appears that
Enoch knew and prophesied concerning the
Messiah, with all the plainness of an Apostle,
Again, in Noah’s day there was positive reve-
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lation, and all these were Gentiles, or rather,
the word Israel had not yet been named upon
Jacob by the angel. Now if it was the privi-
lege of 80 many Gentiles to get the word of the
Lord and to have the knowledge of the true
God by revelation, it was the privilege of all
the rest; and if any run into darkness and
worshipped idols, until God gave them over to
work all uncleanness, with greediness, and finally
took the oracles of God (rom them, and confined
them more particularly to Abraham, it was be-
cause they had for a long time rejected them and
rendered themselves unworthy of them, so that
from the days of Israel the oracles of God
seemed to pertain more particularly to the
chosen seed, chosen for that very purpose,
namely, that to them might be committed the
oracles of God, the priesthood, the service of
God, and the promises which had been in exis-
tence from the beginning among the Gentiles,
who hud long rendered themselves unworthy of
such blessings. But in process of time, Israel
had rendered themselves unworthy of a continu-
ation of such blessings, by stoning and killing
the prophets, and rejecting the Messiah and all
those that God sent unto them, until at length
the Lord took the kingdom from them as a na-
tion, and gave it again to the Gentiles, in the
meantime winking at all the ignorance through
which the Gentiles had passed, from the time
the kingdom had been taken from them until
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restored again. Bat as soon as the kingdom of
God is restored again to the Gentiles, he then
commands them all every where to repent, and
then if they did not do it they were under con-
demnation, but not before; but no sooner is the
kingdom taken from the Jews, than the fruits of
it disappear from among them, and they are dis-
persed into all the nations of the earth, where
they have never again heard the voice of
inspiration commanding them to repent, and if
any Gentile has commanded them to repent and
be baptised (in the name of the Lord) without
being inspired and commanded to do it, it was
an imposition practised upon them,—not that
repentance was any harm, but the imposition
consisted In professing to be sent with a
message, when they were not;—for when
God commands men torepent, he sends some
body with the command, in order that they
may teach it to those for whom he designs it,
and when he does not command them to do a
thing, he does not require it at their hand, and
any man who says that the Jews as a nation
have been commanded to repent and be bap-
tised for the last seventeen hundred years, says
that which he cannot prove, unless he cam
prove that there has bcen a new revelation
within that time, commissioning some man to
go to them with such an crrand; neither will
any generation of Jews, which have existed
since inspiration ceased, be condemned for re-

*q
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jecting any message from God, for he has sent
no message to them, consequently they have re-
jected none ; but their forefathers who did re-
ject the things of God, are under condemna-
tion. Again, when men were sent with the
gospel to the Gentiles they were commanded to
repent ; and this command was in force, when-
ever men came preaching, who were sent by
proper authority and inspircd by the Holy
Ghost ; but when they had killed the apostles,
and inspired men ; and abused their privileges,
until God took them away, and leit them with-
out inspiration, then the sin was answered upon
that generation, and those who have since come
upon the stage of action, have never been com-
manded to repent and be baptized, (except by
some new revelation,) and any man, who says
that God has commanded a Gentile, to repent
and obey the gospel since the days that inspira-
tion ceased, or since the days that apostles, and
prophets ceased from among men, says that
which he will not be able to prove, unless he
proves that some latter revelation has heen giv-
en since that time, again commissioning men to
go to the Gentiles with such an errand. The
fact i8, God requires nothing more of a genera-
tion, than to do those things which he com-
mands them, and a generation to whom he re-
veals nothing, or to whom he does not send
men with a message from him, have no message

to obey, and none to reject, and consequently
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nothing is binding on them, except the moral
principles of right and wrpng, which are equally
binding on all ages of the world : according to
the knowledge people have of moral recti-
tude. But in the last days God has again spo-
ken from the heavens, and commissioned men
to go, first, to the Gentiles ; commanding them
every where to repent, and obey the gospel ;
and then be has commanded them to go to the
Jews also, and command them to repent, and
obey the gospel ; thus rvestoring again, that
which bas been so long lost from the earth, and
wherever their voices shall be heard, issuing this
proclamation in the name of Jesus, according
as he has commanded them ; then and there
the people are under obligation to repent, and
be baptized, and he that repents and js baptized
shall be saved, and he that does not believe their
testimony, and repent, and be baptized, shall
be damned ; for this plain reason, because God
has sent them, by revelation, with this very er-
rand, to this very generation ; and he that re-
jects the least of God’s embassadors, rejects
him that sent him ; and therefore they are un-
der condemnnation, from that time forth ; but
the message which God has sent these men with
is binding only on the genecration, to whom it is
sent ; and is not binding at all upon those who
are dead and gone before it came. Neither is
it binding on any generation, which shall come
after, unless God should raise up men and send
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unto them, with the same gospel, and then that
generation, to whom he sends them will be sa-
ved, or damned according as they receive, or
reject their testimony, not ours.

People frequently ask this question, raying,
if God has sent you with certain truths which
are binding on the people, and without which
they cannot be saved ; what will become of all
the good people who have died before this mes-
sage came? I answer, if they obeyed the
message which God sent to their own genera-
tion, they will be saved; if not they will be
damned. But, if God sent no mcssage to that
generation ; then they have rejected none.
And consequently are under no condemnation,
and they will rise up in judgment against this
generation, and condemn it, for if they had re-
ceived the same blessings ; which are now of-
fered to us ; they would no doubt have received
them gladly. The principal of condennation
in all nges of the world, is no other than reject-
ing the very message which God sendsto them ;
while they pretend to cleave closely, to that
which he has sent in former ages.

Wo, unto youn scribes, and pharasees, hypo-
erites, you garnish the sepulchres of the pro-
phets, and say, if we had lived in the days of
our fathzrs; we would not have stoned and
killed the prophets as they did. But, ye your-
gelves are witness, that you allow the deeds of
your fatbers; for they killed the prophets,



WITH ALL NATIONS, &cC. 201

and you build their sepulchres. This was the
testimony of the Saviour to the Jews, who were
pretending to stand stiffly, for their former pro-
phets ; and at the same time rejecting Jesus,
and his apostles. And so it is now in the nine-
teenth century. You christians, (so called,)
garnish the tombs of the Messiah, and his for-
mer apostles, and even build fine chapels, to
their wnemory, entitling them, Saint Paul’s
Church, Saint Peter’s Church, Saint John's
Chureh, &c. ; and you say if we had lived in
the days of the apostles; we would not have
stoned and killed them. But ye yourselves are
witness, that ye allow the deeds of your fathers,
for they. killed the apostles; and you build
Chapels in honor of them ; while at the same
time, let a prophet, or an apostle, come among
you ; and you will forthwith shut your houses
against him: as soon as he testifics of what
GGod has sent him to testify ; for you say there
is to be no more prophets, or apostlcs on the
earth, and you forthwith pronounce him a false
prophet ; and if a mob rises, and kills him, or
burns his house, or destroys his goods, you will
cither rejoice, or sit in silence, and give counte-
nance to the deed, and perhaps cry false pro-
phets ; while your presses, and pulpits, teem
with all manner of lies concerning him.

Wo unto you priests, pharisees, hypocrites ; but
fill ye up the measure of your fathers ; for as
they did, so do ye. But vengeance belongs to
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God who will speedily avenge his elect, who cry
unto him day and night. But to return to the
subject of Revelation, ¢ There is nothing se-
cret that shall not be revealed : neither hid that
shall not be known :” this was a maxim of the
Saviour, and again, ¢ The knowledge of the
Lord is to cover the earth, as the waters do the
sea,” was asaying of the prophet. Now, I ask
how this great overturn is to be brought about ?
and I know no better way to answer this ques-
tion, than to quote the prophesy of Nephi,
Book of Mormon, page 124, second edition :
¢« For I command all men both in the east, and
in the west, and in the north, and in the south,
and in the islands of the sea, that they shall
write the words which I speak unto them : for
out of the books which shall be written, I will
judge the world, every man according to their
works, according to that which 1s written. For
behold I shall speak unto the Jews, und they
shall write it ; and I shall ulso speak unto the
Nephites and they shall write it.  And I shall
also spenk unto the other tribes of the house
of Israel which | have led away and they shall
write it.  And I shall also speak unto all the
nations of the earth and they shall write it.
And it shall come to pass that the Jews shall
have the words of the Nephites, and the Ne-
phites shall have the words of the Jews : and
the Nephites and the Jews shall have the words
of the lost tribes of lsrael ; and the lost tribes
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of lsrael shall have the words of the Nephites
and the Jews. And it shall come to pass that
my people which are of the house of Israel,
shall be gathered home unto the lands of their
possessions ; and my words shall be gathered
inone. And I will shew unto them that fight
against my word and against my people, which
are of the bouse of Israel, that I am God,
and that I covenanted with Abraham that I
would remember his seed torever.”



CHAPTER VII.

A CONTRAST BETWEEN THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST“
E T

AND THE FALSE DOCTRINES OF TH

CENTURY.

“ Whogoever transgresseth and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath nol God ; He that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, hath both the Father and

the Son.”—2 John, 9 verse.

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST.

“ And these signs shall fol-
low them that believe.”

“ In my name shall they cast
out Devila.”

* Thoy shall speak with new
tongues.”

“ They shell teke up som
pents, and if they drink nny
deadly thing, it shall not hort
them. They shall lay hands
on the sick, and they shall re-
cover.”

 He that believeth on me
the works that I do shall he do
also, and greator works than
these shall he do, because I
go to the Father.

THE DOCTRINES OF MEN.

And these signs shall not
follow them that beliove, for
they are dono away and no
longer needed.

In his name they shall not
cast out Dovils,

The gift of tongues is no
longor nceded.

If they take up scrpents
they wiil bite them. If they
drink any deadly thing, it will
kill them. They shall not lay
hands on the sick and they re-
cover ; for such things are
done away.

He that belicveth on Christ,
shall not do any of the miracles
and mighty works that he did,
for such things have ceased,
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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIBT,

‘““ There 18 nothing secret,
that shall not be revealed, nei-
ther hid that shall not be
known.”

‘“ And he shall send his an-
gels, and they shall gather his

eloct from the four winds,
de.”

“ And Isaw an angel flying
in the midst of heaven, havin
the overlasting gospel to preac
to them that dwoll on the
earth, &c.”

“ And when he the apirit of
truth is come, he will gmde
you into all truth ; again, it
shall show you things to
come."”

“If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, you shall
ask what you will in my name
and I will give it you.”

“Fathcr neither pray I for
these alone, but for all them
that shall believe on e through
their words that they may all
be one cven as we are one.”

“ One .Lord, onc Faith and
one Baptism.”
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THE DOCTRINES OF MEN.

There is to bo no moro re-
velation, for all things neces-
sary are already revealed.

And there is to be no more
ministering of ange!ls, for such
things are done away.

Angels do not appearin this
cnlightened age, hecause they
are no longer nceded.

And Inspiration is no longer
needed in this age of learning
and refinement. ﬁgain, it shall
not show you things to come
for then you would be a pro-
phet, aud there is to be no pro-
phets in these days.

It is not so in these days, we
must not expect to heal the
sick, and work miracles, con-
scquently woe must not expect
to receive what we ask for,

And we are all good chris-
tiane, and we all believe on him
through the apostles words al-
though divided into soveral
hundred different sectas.

Many Lords, many Faiths,
and three or four kinds of Lap-
tism.

r
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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST.

“ And by one spint are ye
all baptized into one body.”

“'And God gave some apos-
tles, and some prophets, and
somo evangelists, and some
pastors, and some teachers, for
the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry,

for the edifying of the body of
Christ.”

¢ These gifts and offices
were o continue until we all
come in tho unity of the Faith,
and of the knuwledge of the
son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the mcasure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ”

¢ Those gifts and offices
were given that wo henceforth
be no more children tossed to
and fro, and carricd about with
every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning
cruftiness, whereby they lay in
wait to deceive”

* For no man taketh this
honour upon himself, but he
that is called of God as was
Aaron.”

« But how shsll they preach
except thoy bo sent 7 (of God,”

THE CONTRAST.

THE DOCTRINKS OF MEN.

And by many spirits are we

all torn asunder into different
bodies,

And thero is to be no more
epostles, and no more prophets,
But the work of the ministry,
tho perfecting of the saints,
and the edifying of the differ-
ent bodies of Ckrist, can all be
done very well without these
gifts of God, only give us
money enough to cducate and
employ the wisdom of men.

Apostles, and miracles, and
gifts, were to continue during
the first age of christianity,
and then were to cease, be-
cause no longer needed, having
accomplished their purpose.

Tracts, Creeds, Sermons,
and Commentaries of unmin-
spired men, together with a
Hireling Priesthood, sare now
necessary in order to keep men
from being carried about with
every wind of doctrine, &c.

For no man taketh this hon-
our upon himself, but one who
has been educated for the pur-

poso and commissioned by
meon.

Bat how shall they preach
except thoy be well educated
for the purpose, and sent (by
the board of officers)
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THE DOOTRINE OF CHRIBT.

‘Il any are sick among you
let them send for the elders of
the church, and let them pray
over them, anointing them wit
oil in the name of the Lord ;
and the prayer of faith shall
save the sick, and God shall
raise them up, and if they have
committed sins they shall be
forgiven them,”

“ Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ, for the remis-
sion of sins, and you shall re-
ceive the gift of the holy
Ghost ; for the promise is un-
to yon, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our

God shall call.”

« It shall come to pass in
the last dayssaith God ; I will
pour out my spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons, and your daugh-
ters shall prophosy, snd your
old men s{:al dream drcams,
and your young men shall see
visions, &c.”

 Covet earnestly the best
gifts, but rather that ye pro-
phesy.”

“ Covet to prophecy, and for-
hid not to speak with tongues.”
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THE DOSTRINES OF MEN.

If any are sick among you
do not send for the elders of
the church, or if the elders
come do not let thein lay hands
on them, necither let them
anoint them in the naine of the
Lord, for this is all Mormon
delusion, but send for a good
physician, and perbaps yo
may get well. .

Repent and come to the anx-
ious geat, every ono of you
and cry lord, lord, and may
be you wiil get forgiveness of
sirg,;but you may be taptized
or not, but if you do you will
not get the holy Ghost as they
did unciently, for such things
are done away.

And in these last days the
Lord will not pour out his api-
rit so as to causc our sons and
deughters to prophecy ; our
old men to dresin dreams, and
our young men to sce visions,
for such things are no longor
needcd, and 1t is all dclusion,
and none but the ignorant be-
lieve such things.

Do not covet any of the
supernatural gifts, but espe-
cially beware of prophesying,
for such things are done away.

Do not prophecy and it is
all a delusion to spesk in
tongues,
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THE DOCTRINK OF CERIRT

¢ But in vain do they wor-
ship me, tcaching for doctrines
the commandments of men,”

¢ I'thank thee O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, be-
cause thou hast hid thesoe things
from the wise and prudent,
end hast) revealed themn unto
babes, even so, Father for
so It seemed good in thy
sight.”

¢“ No man knoweth the son
but the Father, neithcr know-
oth any man the Iathor save
the son, and he to whomsoever
the son will reveal him."”

‘“ And this is life etersal,
to know him the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom
he has sent.”

“] thank my God always
on your behalf, for the grace
of God which is given you by
Jesus Christ, that in overy
thing ye are enriched by him
in all utterance, and in all
knowledge, cven as the testi-
mony of Christ (the spirit of
prophesy) was confinned in
you, so that ye come behind

THE CONTRAST.

THE DOCTRINEKS OF MEN.

It matters not what kind
of doctrine, or what sys-
tem, a man embraces, if he is
only sincero and worships Jo-

sus Christ.
‘Wo thank God that he has

revealed nothing to any person
wiso or simple for many hun-
dred years, but that our wise
and learned men have been
able to know God without re-
velation and that wo shall
nover be favored with any
more.

We all know God in this
enlightoned age, and yet nei-
ther the Father nor the son has
revealed any thing to any of
us, for we do not believe rev-
clations are necessary now,

And we cannot know for
ourselves, by any positive man-
ifestation in these days, but
must depend on the wisdom
and learuing of men,

We thank the Jord always
in behalf of the Church in
these days, that she has no su-
L)crnatural gifts, given unto
er and that she is not enrich-
ed by Christ, neither in the
gift of utterance nor in the
gift of knowledgo, neither has
she the testimony of Jesus
(the spirit of prophosy) con-
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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST.

in no good gift, waiting for the
coming of our Lord Jesus.

“The foolishness of God
is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger
than men. For you see your
calling brethren, how that not
many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many
noble, are called; but God
hath chosen the foolish things
of the world, to confonnd
the wise. And God hath
chosen the weak things of
the world, to confound the
things which are mighty ;
and hase things of the world,
and things which are des-
pised, hath Godchosen; yea,
and things which are not, to
bring to naught things that
are; that no flesh should glo-
ry in his presence.”

# And I brethren when T
came unto you, camc not
with cxcellency of speech,
or of wizdom, declaringunto
oun the testimony of God;
for I determined not to know
any thing among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him cruci-
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firmed in her and she comes
behind in all the gifts ; nor is
she waiting for, nor expecting
the coming of the Lord, for he
has come once ; and never
will come again till the great

and last day, the end of the
earth.

The wisdom of men, and
the learning of men is better
than the inspiration of the Al-
mighty, for that is not needed
any longer ; for you see your
calling brethren, how that the
wise and learned and noble
and the mighty, are called for in
these days we have chosen
such to confound the fool-
ish, the unlearned, and the
ignorant, yea to confound
the base things of the world
which are despised, that
flesh might glory in his pre-
sence.

And we brethren when
we came unto you, came
with excellency of speech
and with the wisdom and
learning of man, and our
specch, and our preaching
was with enticing words of
man’s wisdom, not in de-

¥*r
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fied; and I was with youin
weakness, and in fear, and in
much trembling; and my
speech and my preaching
was not with enticing words
of man’s wisdom; but in
demonstration of the spirit,
and of power; that your
faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the
power of God.”

“But we speak the wis-
dom of God in a mystery,
even the hidden wisdom,
which God ordained before
the world, unto our glory;
which none of the princes
of this world knew, for had
they known it, they would
not have crucified the Lord

of glory.”

“But God hath revealed
them unto us by his spirit;
for the spirit searcheth all
things, yea the deep things
of God,”

¢ For what man knoweth
the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in
him ; even so the things of
God knoweth no man but
the spirit of God.” '
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monstration of the spirit, and
power, for that is done
away. Thatyour faith should
not stand in the power of
God, butin wisdom of man.

But we speak the wisdom
of man, in a mystery, even
the hidden wisdom which
none but the learned knew,
for had others known it, they
would never have been un-
der the necessity of employ-
ing us, to tell it to them.

But God hath revealed
nothing unto us, by his
spirit ; for the wisdom and
learning of man searcheth
all things; yea all the deep
things which are necessary
for us to know.

For what man knoweth
the things of man, save the
spirit of man which is in
him; even so the things of
God knoweth no man by the
spirit of God in these days,
for it is done away aor it re-
veals nothing.
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“Now we have received
not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know
the thmcrs that are freely
given us “of God.”

“Which things also we
speak, not in “the words
which man’s wisdom teach-
eth, but which the holy
Ghost ‘teacheth, comparing

spiritual thmcrs, with spirit-
ual.”

“ But the natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of
the spirit of God, for they
are foolishness unto him ;
neither can he know them

because they are spiritually
discerned.”

“ Let noman deceive him-
gelf, if any man among you
seemcth to be wise in this
world, let him become a fool
that he may be wise.”

“For the wisdom of this
world is foolishness with
God, for it is written he tak-
eth the wise in their own
craftiness ; and again the
Lord knoweth the thoucrhts
of the wise, that they are
vain, thercfore let no man
glory in man.”
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Now we have not received
the spirit of God but the spi-
rit of the world that we

might not know for a certain-
ty, “but that we might guess

at or give our opinion of the
things of God.

Which things also we
speak not in the words which
the holy Ghost teacheth, but
which man’s wisdom teach-
eth, for the inspiration of the
holy Ghost i3 done away.

But the men who profess
to have the holy Ghost
(in these days) to inspire
them do not receive the
wisdom of the world for it is
foolishness to them, neither
can they be satisfied with it
for it 1s carnally enjoyed.

Let no man deceive him.
self, if any man among you
scem to bewise in the things
of God, let him get the wis-

dom of men, that he may be
wisc.

For the wisdom of God is
foolishness with the world,
for it 1s written, let us edu-
cate young men 'for the min-
istry and again let no man
preach who has not been
educated for the purpose, and
especially receive no man
who professes to be inspired,
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“ Now concerning spirit-
ual gifts, brethren I would
not have you ignorant.”

“For the manifestation of
the Spirit, is given to every
man to profit withal.”

For to one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom ;
to another the word of know-
ledge by the same Spirit.

“To another faith by the
same Spirit; and to another,
the gift of healing by the
same Spirit.”

 To another, the working
of miracles, to another pro-
phecy ; to another discerning
spirits ; to another diverse
kinds of tongues ; to another
the interpretation of ton-
gues.”

“For as the body is one,
and has many members, and
all the members of that one
body being many, as one
body, so also is Christ.”

¢ For by one Spiritare we
all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gen-
tiles ; whether we be bond
or free, and have been all
made to drink into one spi-
Iit."
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Now concerning spiritual
gifts brethren, we would have
you entirely ignorant, for
they are not needed at all
in this generation.

For the manifestation of
the spiritis given to no man
to profit atall.

But to one is given by the
learning of men, the word of
wisdom ; and to another the
word of knowledge’ by hu-
man learning.

And to another faith, by
the same Spirit, but to none
the gift of healing by the
same Spirit.

“And to none the work-
ing of miracles, and to none
to prophesy, and tonone dis-
cerning of spirits, and to
none to speak with diverse
kinds of tongues, and to
none t) interpret tongues.

For as the body is com-
posed of many sects and
parties who are opposed to
each other, and have no
gifts, and being many secte
are but one body, so also ig
Christ. (Antichrist.)

For by many spirits are
we all baptized into many
bodies, whether we be Ca-
tholics or Protestants, Pres-
byterians or Methodists, but
have all drank into one spi-
rit, (even the spirit of the
world.)
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‘ For the body is not one
member, but many.”

“But now hath God set
the members every onc of
them in the body as it hath
pleased him,”

“ Andif they wercall one
member, where were the

body 77

“ Bgt now are they many
members, yct one body.”

“ Now ye arc the body of
Christ, and members in par-
ticular,”

¢ And God hath set some
in the Church: firast, Apos-
tles; sccondly, Prophets,
thirdly, Teachers ; afterthat
miracles, then gifis of heal-
ings, heips, governinents,
diversitics of tongues.”

“Blessed are ye when men
shall revile you, and perse-
cute you, and shall say all
manner of evil against you
falscly for my sake : rejoice

oin that hour and be ex-
ceedingly glad, for great is
your reward in heaven; for
go persecuted they the pro-
phets which wore before you.
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For the body is not one
sect, but many.

But now hath the god (of
this world) sct the sects and
parties in the body (of An-
tichrist) as il hath pleased
him.

And if thoy wero all one
sect where were the body ?

But now are they many secta,
ot but one body, (even Baby-
on.)

Now ye aro the body of
(Anticbrist) Christ, and mcm-
bers in particular.

And man hath set some in
the Church: first, a hireling
pricst ; sccond e board of offi-
cers ; thirdly, tracts ; then com-
mentarics, and creeds, diver-
varsitics of opinions, cent so-
cietics, and wonderous helps.

‘Woe unto you when men
revile you, and persecute you,
and say all manner of evil
against you falsely for Christ's
sake. Lamont yo and bo ex-
cecdingly sorrowful in that
hour, for little is your reward
among men, for so persecute
they the Mormons.



214

THE DOCTRINFE OP CHRIST.

' Give to him that asketh
of thec, and from him that
would borrow of thec turn
not thou away.”

“Be ye therefore perfoct,
even as your Father who is
in heaven is perfoct.”

Take heed that you do
not your alms beforc men,
to be scen of them, otherwise
you have no reward of your
Father who is in heaven."

“ Therefore when thou doest
thine alms, do not sound a
trumpet before thee as tho
bypocrites do, in tho syn-
agogues, and in the streets,
that they may havo glory of
men; verily I say unto you
they shall have their reward.”

“ And when thou prayest
thou shalt not be as the hypo-
crites are, for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues
and in the corner of the streots,
that they may be scen of men.”

* Moreover when ye fast be
not as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance, for they disfigure
their faces that they may ap-
pear unto men to fast ; verily |
say unto you they have their

reward."
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Give to him that asketh of
thee, if he be able to mako thee
& similar present; and from
him that would borrow of thee
turn pot thon away if he be a-
ble to pay thee again with use.

Do not think to be perfect,
for it is impossible to live with-
out sin.

Take heed that you do your
alms before men, to ba seen of
them ; otherwise you have no
Leward, nor praise from the
children of men.

Thorefore when thou doest
thine alms, publish it in the
Missionary Herald, or some
other paper, that you may get
praise of the world ; verily I
say unto you, you shall have
your rowerd.

And whon thou prayest, be
like tho hypocrites in days of
old; go before the public and
ery mightily, not oxpecting to
be heard and answered, for that
would be miraculous, and mira-
cles havo ceased.

Moreover when ye fast be
like the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance, that they may
appear unto men to fast ; and
even lct tho Governorof each
State proclaim it abroad in the
public papers, so that you may
get your reward.
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“ Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where
moth and rust doth corrupt,
andwhere thieves break through
and steal, but lay up for your-
sclves treasures 1n heaven
where moth nor rust doth cor-
rupt and where thieves do not
break through and steal; for
wheare your treasure is there
will your heart be also.”

“ Therefore all things what-
noover ye would that men
should do to you, du ye even
80 to them ; for this is tho law
and the prophots.”

“ Enter ye in at the strait
rrate, for wide is the gate and
broad ia the way that leadeth
to destruction, and many there
he which go in thereat."

“ Because atrait is the gate
and narrow is the way that
leadeth unto life, and f:.w there
be that find it.”

* Beware of false prophets
which come to you in shecp's
clothing, but inwardly tLey are
ravenous wolves ; ye shall
know them by their fruits, Do
men gather grapes of thorns or
figs of thistles'”
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Lay up for yourselves abun-
dance of treasures on the earth,
where moth and rust dath cor-
rupt, and where thieves break
through and steal ; for if your
heart 18 only in heaven it ia no
matter how rich you arein this
world ; for now it ia come to
pass that ye can serve God and
mammon.

Therefore all things what-
soavor men do ta you do ye
even so to them, for thia is the
law and the practice.

Enter ye in at the wide gate
where the multitude go, for it
cannot be that all our great
and learned men are wrong,
and nobady right but a few ob-
scure individusala:

For the narrow way is not
only altogether too atrait, but
only a very few travel in it,

Bewars of prophets who
come to you with the word of
God, you may know at once
they are false without hearing
them or examining their fruits ;
popular opinion is against
them, whereaa if they 1vere
men of God the people would
speak well of them.
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** Wherefore by their fruita
yo shall know them, not every
one that saith Lord, Lord, shall
entor into tho kingdom of hoa-
ven, but he that doth the will
of my father who is in hea-
ven.”

“ And it came to pass when

Jesus had ended all these say-
ings the people were astonished
at his doctrine, for ho taught
them as one having authority,
and not as tho scribes.”
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If we aro only sure thut wo
have experienced religion, and
we pray often, we shzall bo
saved whether wo do the
Lord’s will or not for it mat-
tereth not what system wo
embrace, whether it be right or
wrong, if we aro only sincere.

And it came to pass when
men had endcd all these say-
ings, the people were pleased
with their doctrines, for they
taught them not as one hav-
ing authority butas the seribes.
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