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KZLJIZL K IKSTRVCTOR.

1 had at one time a colony of squirrels so tame in my verandah 
that they would come and have tea and toast with me every 
morning, sitting on the same chair as myself, and allowing me 
to do anything but stroke them. But they shortly became a 
nuisance. They bred in my bath-room so constantly that the 
noise of the young and old in the house was more than I could 
stand, and the company that gathered by degrees so numerous 
as to seriously interfere with my horticultural operations. 
They7 would eat all the peas and beaus as soon as the seeds 
were planted, and devour the horses’ “gram” without measure. 
I tried the pellet bow on the latest comers, and knocked over 
several stunned; but they invariably came to life again and 
ran away’ tn a few minutes. At last, when the multitude 
became altogether intoleraable, I took the gun to them one day’ 
and shot three dozen, whose carcasses made excellent curry’ 
for my’ househeepers, as they told me—and well they might, 
being fattened on Bengal “gram,” precious peas from Carter, 
and kiduey’ beans in heaps. After this I got a little rest; but 
they’ were soon as bad as ever again, and agaiu the gun had 
to be brought into requisition.

The mungoose bandycoot are also pests for all who keep 
poultry’ yards or feathered pets in India. No doubt these 
creatures will play’ havoc in a poultry yard if they can enter it, 
but it is not only all they’ actually kill, but all they are credited 
with, that induces the mischief. The faithful native servant, 
when disposed for turkey, goose, or guinea hen, takes a knife, 
in the dead of night slashes and hacks as many fowls as he 
wants. Then he goes to roost himself. Next day the carcasses 
are shown to the horror-stricken mistress of the house, who 
offers a reward for the head of the mungoose, who, it will be 
seen, is no goose at all. Of course the lady would not eat 
fowls that had died a natural death, and so the wily' butler, 
cook, or who ever it may be, has a good dinner, at our expense 
and that of the band.vcoot. Indeed, one thinking well over 
the catalogue of an Anglo-Indian’s grievances in this matter, 
I doubt if his servants are not among the greatest plagues of 
life after all.

---------- —O*— - ----------
THE LAMANITES.

BY JOHN NICHOLSON.

(Concluded.)

ELDER Lafayette Ball, of Deep Creek, was in this city a short 
time since, and had with him a book containing the record 

of the baptisms of Lamanites that had been lately attended to 
in that locality. It included the names of eight hundred who 
had recently’ been baptized there. It appears the Indians 
would frequently come in from quite long distances, wearied 
with travel, for the purpose of being “buried in water. ” And 
they would sometimes ask the Elders to administer to their 
sick children, who were frequently healed instantly by the 
power of God.

Those who say they were visited by’ the heavenly messengers 
state that the latter have instructed them that the Indians had 
better stay on the government reservations until spring, as 
there would be very cold weather in the surrounding country’ 
this winter, which prediction has already proved true, the 
weather around Utah, north, northwest and east having been 
fearfully cold. But they were to gather to Ibim 1’ah (Deep 
Creek) in the spring, there get baptized, and commence farm­
ing, and it is expected that there will be a large gathering 
there at that time, accordingly, among the tribes expected 
being the Salmon-eaters, Rickores and Crows, so the writer 

rns from Major Dimock B. Huntington, one of the most 

experienced and capable Indian interpreters of the West. 
The Indians say they’ have been instructed, by the messengers 
before alluded to, to cultivate the soil for two and a half years 
after they are baptized, after which specified time the Lord 
will tell them something else that they will have to do. If the 
soldiers try to prevent them from leaving the reservations and 
going to Deen Creek, they are instructed not to fight the 
troops, but to evade them by slipping around them. If the 
soldiers should even shoot them down they are not to retaliate, 
and if they should thus be killed in the line of heir duty, all 
will be well with them, for it will be like lying down at night 
and getting up in the morning in a far happier state, and white.

'[’lie same spirit takes hold of the Indians when they get 
baptized as any other people become possessed ol when they 
embrace the gospel, for as soon as they receive its principles 
they begin to have a desire for gathering.

It is worthy of remark also that when the gospel was restored 
in this age it came to and was received not generally bv the 
rich aud the exalted, but for the greater part by the poorer 
but more honest classes of men and women, and it appears to 
be the same in the matter of the reception of the gospel by the 
“remnant of Israel,” the work among them having commenced 
among the humbler, though more honest and well-behaved 
tribes.

The beginning of the 5th paragraph of a revelation, com­
mencing on page 217 of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
says: “But before the great day of the Lord shall come, Jacob 
shall flourish in the wilderness, and the Lamanites shall blos­
som as the rose. Zion shall flourish upon the hills, and rejoice 
upon the mountains, and shall be assembled together unto the 
place which I have appointed.”

Now it appears that the prediction has been partially 
fulfilled, but not the portion relating to the Lamanites, who 
are yet to “blossom as the rose,” before the “great and terrible 
day” and the coming -.f the Lord in His glory, but it shall be 
fulfilled as sure as the sun shines in the heavens, for God hath 
spoken it, and He never lies.

Does this movement among the Indians, treated upon m this 
article, look like a preparatory step towards its fulfillment? 
If not what mean those manifestations? Could any earthly 
power so influence the mind of the Indian? Docsit not look 
as if God was commencing to fulfill His promises made to 
their fathers?

True, some people assert that to attribute such things to 
heavenly influences, and to believe the solemn statements of 
some of the Indians about receiving visits from heavenly 
beings is next to nonsense, but no believer in the great lattei- 
day work can say that it is inconsistent with what the Lord has 
promised to do in the bringing about of his great purposes ; 
and if there be those who doubt let them read the Book of 
Mormon ami the Doctrine and Covenants with that attention 
which thorn sacred works should receive. It will take but a 
short time to prove the character of the movement; fortlie 
Lord has promised to “cut his work short in righteousness,” 
and a promise made by the Lord to the faithful believers in 
the gospel in the latter days was that they would “understand 
the parable of the fig tree.” In other words they would under­
stand the “signs of the times.”

T believe that you, my readers, should treat the Indians, 
kindly, and that .you should exercise faith in God for them 
that they may be reclaimed from their fallen condition, ami 
begin to receive the gospel, for I can assure you, my dear 
children, that they will yet take a great part in helping to 
establish the kingdom of God on the earth.




