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Part X
Dear Professor F.

ut why all this insistence on the
possible survival of a few Jaredite
escapees prowling in the woods?

e WORLD oF e

between the Asiatics and the Indians
—save for those maddeningly obvious

Because it would take no great numbeties with the Near East to which

of such renegades to perpetuate “upon
the face of this north country” the
ways of the Jaredite nomads and
hunters. We have said that when
the Asiatics hide in the mountains
and the woods, their way of life
becomes just like that of the In-
dians. Indeed Professor Grousset can
think of no way of life so perfectly
like that of the scattered and dis-
organized tribes of Asia after the
destruction of the great nations than
that of the North American Indians
at the time of their discovery by the
whites.3l And what is more natural
than that conditions in the north
country, littered with bones and
haunted by savage hunters, should
present after the passing of the
Jaredite nation just the sort of
wreckage and savagery that make the
Asiatic scene after the passing of em-
pire? In time descendants of Jaredite
hunters and robbers would combine
with Lamanite riffraff, as their an-
cestors did with the Mulekites, and
the old Jaredite stock would survive,
like the Nephite, as a “mixture” only.
(I Nephi 13:30.) But the ways of
the Jaredite hunters, perfectly adapted
as they were to conditions of life
in this north country, would not only
hold their own but also remain pre-
dominant. This complicates the pic-
ture considerably, but for that matter,
the anthropologists themselves now
begin to detect just such complica-
tions in their own picture, as Gladwin
has shown us with much spirit and
wit.®

We need not discuss the well-
known affinities between the North
Americans and the hunters of Asia—
shamans, mounds, peace pipes, scalp-
ing, secret societies, and all that.2%
Contacts between the natives on the
Asiatic and American shores of the
far North Pacific still take place, but
that is strictly a local phenomenon.3
It is the really ancient Asiatic back-
ground of the Indians that interests
me. In a recent study on the rise
of the ancient state in Central Asia,
| drew evidence equally from the
American ethnologists and the. Old
World sources, and it all fitted neatly
into a single picture. But whatever
connection there might have been
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Gladwin draws attention—must have
been a very early one indeed, for the
Asiatic languages are among the most
conservative and widespread on earth,
and if the two worlds had been in
contact anywhere near as recently as
certain authorities believe, the Asiatic
nature of the Indian languages should
be instantly recognizable. To date
no one has been able to recognize
those languages as those of the Asiatic
steppes.

Now all this is as the Book of
Ether would have it. That account
tells us that at the very dawn of
history, many thousands of years ago,
a party of nomad hunters and stock
raisers from west central Asia crossed
the water—very probably the North
Pacific—to the New World, where
they preserved the ways of their
ancestors, including certain savage
and degenerate practices, and carried
on a free and open type of steppe
warfare with true Asiatic cruelty and
ferocity; it tells us that these people
moved about much in the wilderness,
for all they built imposing cities,
and that they produced a steady
trickle of “outcasts” through the cen-
turies. A careful study of the mo-
tions of the Jaredites, Mulekites,

Nephites, and Lamanites should cor-
rect the absurd oversimplification by
which the Book of Mormon as a
history is always judged. It will show
as plain as day that the Book of
Mormon itself first suggests the
Asiatic origin of some elements at
least of the Indian race and culture
long before the anthropologists got
around to it. The scientists no longer
hold that one migration and one
route can explain everything about
the Indians. The Book of Mormon
never did propound a doctrine so
naive. Though it comes to us as a
digest and an abridgment, stripped
and streamlined, it is still as intricate
and complex a history as you can
find; and in its involved and tragic
pages nothing is more challenging
than the sinister presence of those
fierce and bloody-minded “Men out
of Asia” known in their day as
Jaredites.

The Big Picture

The time has come to draw a few
conclusions. If you will recall, | set
out to prove “that certain strange and
unfamiliar things described in Ether
could have taken place as described
because they actually did take place
—characteristically and repeatedly—
in those culture areas in which, ac-

Journals of anthropology are full of such photographs of forlorn-looking Indians.
They are essentially '"hiders,” seeking only to escape any involvement with the outer
world. The danger and exertion of life in Jaredite times drove many into the wilderness

as permanent refugees.

It is not impossible that their descendants have left a strain in

the blood and culture of the predominantly Lamanite American Indians.
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JAREDITES

by Hugh Nibley, Ph.D.
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

cording to the Book of Mormon, the
Jaredites acquired their culture and
civilization.” Among such strange
and unfamiliar things we mentioned
that valley of Nimrod, the confound-
ing of the languages, the great wind,
deseret, and the flooded plains of the
Old World, while in the New World
our list includes such items as the
great assembly of the nation, the
drawing off of followers by bribes,
oaths by kings in prison, fine work
done in prisons, the dancing princess,
strange breeds of animals, plagues of
serpents, great national hunts, and
special hunting preserves, the nation
in arms, peculiar strategy and tactics,
the formation of armies by forced re-
cruiting, systematic terrorism, the rule
of robber bands, wars of extermina-
tion regarded as personal duels be-
tween rival rulers, with the ritual
survival of the king. The list of
bulls’-eyes is a long one, and if it is
not as long as Lehi’s it is because
Ether takes fewer shots (Nephi,
which covers but eight years, can
devote much more attention to detail)
and at an, if possible, even more diffi-
cult target. His percentage of hits
is no less staggering.

Individually 1 find the parallels
between the Jaredites and the early
Asiatics very impressive, but taken
together their value increases as the
cube of their number. In the Book
of Ether they are woven into a perfect
organic whole, a consistent picture of
a type of society the very existence of
which has come to be known only
in recent years, and which is quite
different from that Indian culture
into which it later developed. How
beautifully integrated this short his-
tory isl There is a great calamity,
a confusing and confounding of peo-
ples and tongues, a general scatter-
ing in many directions from a point
somewhere to the north of Mesopo-
tamia.2¥ Then a migration into un-
known lands covered with swamps
and lakes, the dank remnants of the
last ice age, and then tremendous
winds that overtake the party just
as they set sail. Some years after
their landing in the New World
they hold a general assembly and
JUNE 1952

choose a king; his son in time rebels
and inaugurates centuries of bitter
warfare, ending eventually in a war
of extermination with odd survivors
lurking in the woods and deserts.
Numbers, distances, and times all
fit together perfectly, but the sort of
thing that can be most fully checked
and is virtually impossible to fake is,
as | have often insisted, the sort of
thing that was done and the way
it was done. It is the big picture
that is really impressive.

But our main purpose in writing
these letters, if you will think back
to the first one, was to refute the
Einheitstheorie of a single beginning
for the origin of the Indians, since
you protested that the Book of Mor-
mon was over-simplifying the story.
I think by now it should be apparent
that the Book of Mormon account is
not as simple as it seems. Ether
alone introduces a formidable list
of possibilities, few of which have
ever been seriously considered. Fore-
most among these is the probability,
amounting almost to certainty, that
numerous Jaredites survived in out-
of-the-way places of the north to
perpetuate a strong Asiatic element
in the culture and blood of the Amer-
ican Indian.

To write a history of what could
have happened at the very beginning
of recorded history would have been
as far beyond the scope of any scholar
living in 1830 as the construction of
an atom bomb would have been. The
portrait of the first great states of
antiquity is only now taking shape
in our own day, and the idea of the
original Asiatic nucleus of all civiliza-
tions was undreamed of a few years
ago. Our own ideas will have to be
revised continually on many points,
but the main outlines of the picture
are firm and clear—and it is the
same picture that meets us in the
Book of Ether. One of the most sur-
prising discoveries of recent years has
been the revelation that wherever the
experts search, in Babylon, Thebes,
Ras Shamra, Central Asia, or the Far
East, we are met at every period of
history by an almost unbelievable
mix-up of physical and linguistic

types. And as the biological picture
becomes more complex, the cultural
one seems to become more simple,
the whole civilized world at any mo-
ment of its history seeming to share
in a general sort of way in a single
common world civilization. This is
also the picture we get in Ether,
where the nations and tribes are
already thoroughly “confounded” in
Jared’s day, while certain institutions
and practices are described as being
common to “the ancients” as a whole
and as flourishing among all nations.

Consistent with this picture is the
fact that a number of Jaredite names
are also Bible names. You asked in
your last letter how that can be if the
Jaredite language was the lost
Adamic tongue? In the first place,
let us make it clear that the language
of Jared was not the Adamic language
at all: Jared asked that his language
be not confounded, so that his people
might continue to understand each
other, not because it was a unique
or perfect language or the sacred
language of Adam, a thing which
would certainly have been mentioned
if it were so. Indeed, after the
Jaredites had made their getaway and
their language was safe, the Lord
told the brother of Jared: “the lan-
guage which ye shall write |1 have
confounded.” (Ether 3:24.) When
Moroni tells of the remarkable power
of the writings of the brother of
Jared, he attributes the mighty words
not to the genius of the language but
to a special gift from God to the
writer. (lbid., 12:24) As to the
antiquity of writing, incidentally, we
have not discussed the matter because
it is still, so to speak, completely up
in the air. At Uruk, where “the par-
ent forms” of writing first appear,
they do not do so by any gradual
process of evolution, but “suddenly
and without warning there appear
fifteen hundred signs and pictographs
scratched on clay. They seem to have
been written and used without any
signs of hesitancy,”2% showing that
writing was already well-established
somewhere in the world, and that
somewhere was the region to the
north of Mesopotamia.Z8 The emer-
gence of writing in Egypt is just as
sudden and surprising.X

As to Jaredite names in the Bible,
the general confusion of tongues
would not only allow it but also re-
quire it, for, remember, that the vast
majority of people who spoke Jared’s

(Continued on page 462)
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{Continued from page 399)
language originally were confounded
and that language contaminated, so
that while the words remained, their
meanings did not. (lbid., 1:34.) We
would expect, then, to find Jaredite
words scattered here and there all
over the Old World. The only way
we can trace such words, of course,
is in proper names. Few people in
our society know what their names
mean, though both family names and
given names almost all once had
meanings because our names are al-
most without exception survivals from
long-dead languages, having very in-
volved and picturesque histories. Such
has always been the case with proper
names. It is not surprising that three
of the oldest cities in the world, one
of them traditionally described as the
first city in the world after the flood,
all bear the good Jaredite name of
Kish, though these cities are widely
separated. It is not surprising that
the first king of Israel should also be
named Kish. It is not surprising
that a city rivaling Kish in age and
importance in Mesopotamia should
be named Lagash, while one of the
oldest cities in Palestine was Lakish,
both recalling the Jaredite Rip-lakish,
which could mean in Babylonian
“Lord of Lakish.” A more remarkable
coincidence is that the Jaredite king,
Aha, was the son of Seth (lbid.,
1:10, 11:10), since Menes, the fabled
founder of the First Egyptian
Dynasty, bore the name of Aha
(meaning warrior), and was sup-
posed to have succeeded Seth as the
ruler of the land. A good idea of
how mixed up things are may be
gained from considering the name of
Corihor. We noted above that the
name of the high priest who in 1085
B.C. usurped the throne of Thebes
(incidentally, the oldest city in
Egypt and the oldest city in Europe
both bear the name of Thebes—how
come?) seemed to be identical with
that of the Nephite upstart Korihor.
But we have just seen that Korihor is
just as obviously identical with the
Jaredite Corihor. What is the tie-up?
Not in Egypt, surprisingly enough,
for Hur-hor, Heriher, or whatever it
was, does not seem to have been an
Egyptian name at all, but is possibly
a late adoption from the Hurrian,
through Canaanite or Amorite; that
is, it comes from the original stamping
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grounds of the Jaredites.§i The«
Nephites can thus have got it either
from the Jaredites through Mulek or
have imported it directly from their
corner of the Egyptian Empire, where
its Egyptian form was illustrious
among the followers of Ammon.

There is not a name or an event
in Jaredite history that does not call
for long and serious study. They
merit such study because they are
names and events of authentic type.
As with the Lehi story, if this is fic-
tion, it is fiction by one thoroughly
familiar with a field of history that
nobody in the world kjiew anything
about in 1830. No one is going to
produce a skilful forgery of Roman
history, for example, unless he actual-
ly knows a good deal of genuine
Roman history. So if Ether is a
forgery, where did its author get the
solid knowledge necessary to do a job
that could stand up to five minutes of
investigation? | have merely skimmed
the surface in these hasty letters, but
if my skates are clumsy, the ice is
never thin. Every page is loaded
with matter for serious discussion—
discussion that would fizzle out
promptly in the face of any palpable
absurdity.

But nothing could be more unfair
than to treat the Book of Ether simply
as a history. After our long preoc-
cupation with the sordid and secular
side of Jaredite history, it is high
time to remind ourselves that this
text, from which we have been ar-
bitrarily selecting for comment only
those verses which might have been
found in any ancient chronicle, is one
of the greatest treasures that ever
came to a generation of men. The
sad story of the Jaredites is but a
framework for the inspired com-
mentary of Moroni, a mighty tract
for our times but more than that for
the times ahead.

(To be concluded)
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