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the WORLD
OF THE JAREDITES

by Hugh Nibley, Pb.D.
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION, 

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

Part VIII

Dear Professor F.

IF my insistent harping on central 
Asia annoys you, let me remind 
you again that the Book of Ether 

gives us no choice. It never lets us 
forget that what the Jaredite kings 
did was a conscious imitation and 
unbroken continuation of the ways 
of “the ancients,” of “them of old,” 
on the other side of the water. This, 
incidentally, is another indication 
that we are not to regard the Jaredite 
migration as taking place immediately 
after the flood, for the fall of the 
tower saw the destruction of an an
cient and established order. The 
Jaredites left their homeland driving 
great herds of cattle before them in 
the immemorial Asiatic manner, and 
even if they had never been nomads 
before, they certainly lived the life of 
the steppes during those many years 
before they set sail (Ether 3:3); and 
when they embarked, they crammed 
all they could of their beasts into 
their small boats, “flocks and herds” 
and other beasts (Ibid., 6:4) and, 
upon reaching the New World, con
tinued to cultivate “all manner of 
cattle, of oxen, and cows, and of 
sheep,” just as their ancestors had in 
the old country. (Ibid., 9:18.) Noth
ing could be better calculated to keep 
the Old World ways alive than those 
notoriously conservative secret so
cieties which Ether always traces 
back to “the oaths of the ancients” 
and which at all times have exerted a 
fatal attraction on the men of Asia. 
We have already noted that such 
secret abominations are the neces
236

sary product of a society in which so
cial ties may be easily broken. The 
political history of the Jaredites clear
ly betrays in all its aspects the ways 
of the “space people.”

Jaredite history in the New World 
was formally inaugurated by a gen
eral assembly and census of the en
tire nation (Ibid., 6:19), a thorough
ly Asiatic practice which goes back to 
the days of prehistoric hunters and 
which lies at the root of all ancient 
political organization, as I have dem
onstrated in a number of articles.180 
Strictly in accordance with the an
cient pattern, this assembly was the 
occasion for the choosing of a king, 
and the establishment of a dynasty, 
which as the brother of Jared clearly 
foresaw, could only lead straight to 
the slough of Old World’ intrigue and 
turmoil from which the Jaredites had 
already been once delivered (Ibid., 
6:23.) He was right, for presently 
one Corihor “. . . rebelled against his 
father, and went over and dwelt in 
the land of Nehor; . . . and drew 
away many people after him.” (Ibid., 
7:4.) Then he went back to the 
land of Moron and captured his fa
ther but was subdued by his right
eous brother Shule who achieved an 
ambition of every Asiatic monarch to 
“. . . spread his kingdom upon all 
the face of the land.” (Ibid., 7:11.)181 
Shule then gave his capable brother 
and erstwhile rival “power in his 
kingdom” (Ibid., 7:13), a surprising 
but quite authentic touch, from which 
it appears that emirs shared in the 
immense task of ruling the empire, 
as in Asia. Shule’s grandson “. . . re

belled against his father, and came 
and dwelt in the land of Heth,” 
drawing people away until he had 
gained half the kingdom. (Ibid., 8:2.) 
His deposed father “. . . departed out 
of the land with his family, and 
traveled many days” to reach the 
place where later the Nephites were 
to be destroyed; from there he con
tinued eastward until he reached the 
sea (Ibid., 9:3), where he lived in 
tents and was joined in time by other 
refugees from his distracted kingdom 
(Ibid., 9:9), where civil war had re
duced the population almost to zero 
—another Asiatic touch, as we shall 
see. Years later, when the royal 
brothers Shared and Coriantumr 
fought for the kingdom, the latter 
beat his brother, “did pursue him to 
the wilderness of Akish,” where the 
two armies raided each other by 
night and “did lay siege to the wilder
ness,” until Coriantumr emerged vic
tor, chased his brother’s successor to 
the seashore, only to be beaten in 
turn and pursued back to the wilder
ness of Akish, taking “all the people 
with him, as he fled before Lib. . .
(Ibid., 14:15.) More battles and an
other pursuit to the coast (Ibid., 14: 
26), thence to the waters of Riplian- 
cum, then southward to camp in 
Ogath, then to the hill Ramah for 
the showdown.
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This sampling should give a pic
ture of the peculiar warfare of the 
Jaredites, a war of motion with no 
set frontiers, great armies sweeping 
over the continent in flight or pursuit, 
making the most of space by continu
ally falling back on this or that 
“wilderness,” setting up rival camps 
for a period of a year or two, while 
dissenting groups or individuals join 
themselves to one army or another. 
It is Asia all over again, and it calls 
for a geographical note.

The North American continent is 
a rough copy of the Asiatic, with 
tundra and forest in the north giving 
way to open grasslands, deserts, and 
finally tropical jungles in the south. 
The main difference is that in Asia 
everything is bigger: the forests and 
plains seem never-ending, the deserts 
are wider, hotter and drier, the moun
tains far higher and more forbidding, 
the jungles deeper and more danger
ous, the rivers wider and deeper. And 
yet these formidable barriers have 
not prevented the rapid and cease
less marches and countermarches of 
mighty armies in every age. One of 
the earliest of Aryan texts is the 
prayer: “May we go smoothly along 
the roads, find good pathways in the 
mountains, run easily through the 
forests, and cross happily the rivers!”182 
During one campaign, we are told, 
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the army of Juji “was separated by 
only about twelve hundred miles” 
from the main body of Mongols.183

That should give some idea of the 
distances covered by these hordes that 
would winter in the plains of France 
or Hungary and make their summer 
camps in the Altai or on the Onon 
River almost within sight of the 
North Pacific. It was not all flat 
plains, either, for the kings of the 
steppes extended their rule time and 
again to China, India, Persia, Asia 
Minor, Europe, and Siberia, which 
meant regularly traversing some of 
the greatest deserts, highest moun
tains, and widest rivers on earth.

The Asiatic state consists of two 
main elements, on the one hand a 
sedentary populace living in oases 
cities and bringing the arts, industry, 
and agriculture to sometimes aston
ishing peaks of perfection, and on the 
other hand a migratory ruler, moving 
at the head of his warlike host—a 
tribal army of conquerors with his 
own tribe and family as its nucleus— 
ever marching from city to city and 
from castle to castle over burning 
wastes or freezing mountain passes 
to overawe the world, stifle rebellion, 
and above all curtail the ambitions 
of any possible rival to world domin
ion.“3'1 This army is a moving nation, 
with its wives and children — the 

Mongols when they left their fam
ilies behind inaugurated a radical 
change in steppe warfare, achieving 
a speed and mobility that quickly 
paralyzed the slower-moving hordes 
or their rivals, who still observed the 
old-fashioned custom of marching 
with their families and household ef
fects. The Hyksos in the eighteenth 
century B.C., and the People of the 
Sea five hundred years later were just 
such nations on the march—a devas
tating army, but an army carrying 
all their goods and families along 
with them as they sought new lands 
to settle, “sweeping off the inhabi
tants of the land, all who would not 
join with them,” exactly in the Jared- 
ite manner. (Ibid., 15:27.)1S1 At all 
times among the people of the steppes 
“the nation and the army are one 
and the same; the lord of the clan 
or rex becoming duke or vovoid” in 
battle.“5 This is certainly the case 
with the Jaredites, whose kings are 
before everything leaders in the field, 
and who go to battle “with their 
wives and their children—both men, 
women, and children . being armed 
with weapons of war, having shields 
and breastplates, and head-plates, and 
being clothed after the manner of 
war.” (Ibid., 15:15.) The armor de
serves mention, since it is now known

(Continued on following page)
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that armor is another central Asiatic 
invention of great antiquity, bor
rowed in later times by Europe and 
the Far East, but reaching a high 
state of perfection on the steppes in 
prehistoric times.186

Since the Jaredite kings with their 
migratory armies were constantly on 
the move in the best Asiatic manner, 
is there any reason why they should 
not have covered Asiatic distances? 
Then why all the fuss about Cumo- 
rah? From the Narrow Neck of Land 
to New York state is a distance that 
staggers us, but for Juji or Timur it 
would be a milk run. Because we 
think of journeys in terms of hours 
or days at the most we are liable to 
forget that people who never stop 
moving think of space not in terms 
of time but of stages, and that when 
it is broken down into stages, the 
longest route on earth becomes ne
gotiable even to the most primitive 
means of transportation—in a word, 
distance is no object. A glance at the 
map will show that the vast extent 
of territory covered by the Jaredites 
is really rather moderate by Asiatic 
standards. The Brigham Young Uni
versity expedition of 1900 actually 
took, teams and wagons from Provo 
to Peru in a matter not of decades 
but of weeks.

When King Omer was overthrown 
by his son Jared, he had to travel 
“many days” before he was beyond 
the reach of the usurper who had 
seized a kingdom that was “spread 
upon all the face of the land.” (Ibid., 
9:3, 7:11.) In fact he fled as far as 
he possibly could, from Central Amer
ica to the Great Lakes and New Eng
land coast regions, which were to be
come the classic hiding and fighting 
grounds of the latest Jaredites. It is 
here that we must seek the bones and 
burial mounds of the Jaredites, but 
not their cities. Just as the great 
structures of the Mongols, among the 
noblest buildings on earth, are to be 
found in the south and west, far 
from the primordial hunting and 
fighting grounds of the tribes, so the 
great monuments of Jaredite civiliza
tion abound in the lands of the south 
that they first settled rather than in 
the wilderness of the last great bat
tles. One of the strange paradoxes 
of history is that the nomads of the 
steppes were perhaps the greatest 
builders of all time, though their nor- 
238

mal type of “city” was “more sug
gestive of an ordo-like tent-city than 
a town in the usual sense.”187 In the 
lands that the Mongol conquers, he 
builds Taj Mahals and Jehols, but in 
his own lands the “winds clean up the 
place which has been soiled, the pas
tures which his flocks have cropped 
grow greener than ever, and Nature 
promptly repairs all the mischief he 
has done to her clean orderliness.”188 
And so “mighty nomad empires rose 
and vanished into the unknown” 
without a trace. The thing to note 
is that in the Asiatic pattern: camp 
culture, that leaves no mark behind, 
and city culture have been character
istically sponsored by the same tribes 
and rulers since the beginning of his
tory. That people should live as no-

The Throne of Darius, depicting among 
other things Darius himself sitting upon 
the throne. An inscription on the throne 
reads: "Behold the representation of those 
who bear my throne, and you shall know 
how great is the number of the lands 
which Darius the King has seized.” Com
pare this with the "exceedingly beautiful 
throne1” of Riplakish (Ether 10:6) and 
the oppressive means by which he got it.

mads and yet build great cities is no 
more contradictory than that they 
should be both hunters and farmers 
or both herdsmen and merchants at 
one and the same time. But from the 
first, men have preferred to practise 
hunting, grazing, and farming in spe
cial areas set aside for the purpose, 
a custom duly observed by the Jare
dites, as we have seen. (Ibid., 10:19- 
21.)189 A study of the old Asiatic 
system will provide a ready explana
tion for any apparent difficulties in 
locating Cumorah where the Book of 
Mormon says it was.

The normal life of Asia is one of 
chaos, violence, and insecurity pro
duced by constant warring between 
the tribes and rivalry among ambi
tious men within them. From time 
to time a superman appears who, first 
gaining complete control of one tribe, 
ruthlessly crushes his neighbors one 
by one, forcing the survivors to make 
common cause against him and form 
a great coalition; a final showdown 
in which this coalition is either de
stroyed or victorious in a great “battle 
of the nations” decides the fate of the 
world for generations to come. If 
the great man wins, the world knows 
a period of enforced peace and unity 
under the absolute sway of one iron 
will. At any moment in his career 
the world conqueror has to face one 
particular rival, his most dangerous 
rival of the hour, against whom his 
whole attention is directed with pas
sionate personal hatred and dedicated 
fury. This can be shown from almost 
any page of the life of any would-be 
cosmocrat from Sargon to Hitler. It 
is the leitmotif of Jaredite history as 
well, which, whenever it becomes co
herent, crystalizes about the person of 
some dreadful but competent warrior 
pitted against an equally alarming 
rival. While “Coriantumr dwelt with 
his army in the wilderness for the 
space of two years, in which he did 
receive strength to his army,” his op
ponent Shared “also received strength 
to his army” through the operation 
of “secret combinations.” Later Cori
antumr pitched his tents by the hill 
Ramah and spent four years “gather
ing together the people.” (Ibid., 15: 
11-14.) Just so, Genghiz Khan hid 
out in the wilderness for two years 
recruiting an army against his rela
tive Wang Khan, who was doing the 
same thing,190 and later devoted four

(Continued on page 258)
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years to building up an army to meet 
the emperor of Khwarizm, who 
worked feverishly to build up his 
army, each doing everything in his 
power to “draw off” his enemy’s sup
porters to his own side.190

This system of “drawing off” is, as 
we have noted before, very ancient 
in Asia. There is even a special Ara
bic word for it jadhab. “From whom 
shall I take away . . . the awful 
sovereignty?” asks Mithra in the 
Avesta, which is full of legendary 
heroes who draw off each other’s 
followers.“1 The gathering of rival 
forces is regularly accompanied, as 
in the Book of Mormon, by exchange 
of personal letters between the chiefs 
and the sending of formal challenges: 
“Let the Shanyu come to the South 
and either meet the emperor in open 
battle or else become a subject and 
pay reverence to the imperial throne,” 
is a typical example.“2 Jealousy and 
ambition, says Xenophon (Cyrop VI, 
ii), are the essence of Asiatic king- 
ship, which is an intensely personal 
thing; he describes how Croesus and 
Cyrus devoted every ounce of their 
energy and treasure, gathering to
gether huge conglomerate armies to 
fight it out for the rule of all Asia. 
How intensely personal this rivalry 
was has been recounted in the un
forgettable pages of Herodotus. In 
the Egyptian annals Pharaoh alone 
is the only victor and the only hero, 
and the issue of every war is simply 
his personal argument with the op
posing monarch.“3 Every king of 
Babylonia or Assyria performs all of 
his tremendous feats singlehanded, 
as the monuments explain, and makes 
it a point to report that his Majesty 
personally dispatched the rival king: 
“In the midst of the battle my own 
hand captured Kashtilash, the Kas- 
site king”; “against the king himself, 
at the point of the spear, unto the 
setting of the sun I waged battle.”“4 
This last vividly recalls the Book of 
Mormon picture of Shiz and Corian- 
tumr fighting with each other un
til nightfall. (Ibid., 15:20ff.) The 
actual exploits of a Sargon, Cyrus, 
Thothmes III, or Rameses II, more
over, give us to understand that the 
personal combat between kings was 
no mere hollow boast but actually 
took place.

Since every war was a personal 
combat between two kings, it was 

customary for them to challenge each 
other to single combat. The king of 
the Scythians sent his challenge to 
the king of the Massagetae and also 
to the great Darius, whose father ex
changed challenges with an earlier 
queen of the Massagetae; the king of 
the Visigoths challenged the Emperor 
Honorius to single combat as King 
Lazarus of Servia did Amurath the 
Turk, and so on.“6 I need not point 
out at this date that the whole sys
tem of chivalric etiquette originates 
on the steppes of Asia. The great 
khans when their rivals were cap
tured in battle would personally be
head them, as Chinese generals still 
do other Chinese generals.“6 Queen 
Tomyris not only beheaded Cyrus, 
according to Herodotus (I, 205), but 
mad with hatred, sloshed his head 
around in a skin filled with blood. 
It was common among the rulers of 

"the steppes to convert the skull of a 
personal enemy into a drinking cup, 
as the emperor of the Bulgars did 
with the skull of the Emperor Nice- 
phorus, and the king of the Hiung-nu 
did of the top piece of the ruler of 
Iran.“1 The ancient Ukranians would 
take their oaths by drinking blood 
from such vessels.197 The Assyrian 
rulers collect the skins of rival mon
archs, as the Ja Lama did in our own 
day.198

We have dwelt at unsavory length 
on these gory details because it is 
necessary to explain what the Book 
of Ether is about. The grim ferocity 
with which the rulers of Asia con
centrate all their wrath against the 
person of a rival king belongs to the 
Jaredite tradition: “And it came to 
pass that Coriantumr was exceedingly 
angry with Shared, and he went 
against him ... to battle; and they 
did meet in great anger.” (Ibid., 13: 
27.) And “when Shiz had received 
his epistle, he wrote an epistle unto 
Coriantumr, that if he would give 
himself up, that he might slay him 
with his own sword, that he would 
spare the lives of the people.” (Ibid., 
15:5.) During the battle that en
sued, “Shiz arose, and also his men, 
and he swore in his wrath that he 
would slay Coriantumr, or he would 
perish by the sword.” (Ibid., 15:28.) 
What these men seek before every
thing else is not power or victory but 
settlement with a personal rival.

(Continued on page 260)
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(Continued from page 258) 
Wars of Extermination

Both Shiz and Coriantumr as they 
moved about on their endless cam
paigns “swept off the inhabitants be
fore them, all them that would not 
join them.” (Ibid., 14:27.) This is 
the classic Asiatic method of forced 
recruiting: “If the neighboring
province to that which they invade 
will not aid them,” says an eyewit
ness of the Tartan technique, “they 
waste it, and with the inhabitants 
whom they take with them, they pro
ceed to fight against the other 
province. They place their captives 
in the front of the battle and, if they 

3

Jt seems that there are always some regrets in the living of 
life. No matter what decisions we make or fail to make, 

we are likely to wonder what would have happened if we 
had done differently; and often we are likely to feel sure 
that we should have done differently. Being human, as we 
all are, we make mistakes. To some extent, at least, most 
of us are feeling and fumbling our way along; and perhaps 
there is almost no day that we couldn’t look back upon and 
wish to improve. There is perhaps almost no day that we 
couldn’t wish we hadn’t said some things we have said, that 
we hadn’t thought some things we have thought, or that 
we hadn’t done some things better than we did. Life, it 
seems, is in part a process of repentance. In a sense, progress 
itself is a process of repentance; and the man who thinks 
he doesn’t make mistakes is deceiving himself. Individually, 
collectively, privately, publicly, there is no doubt we have 
made many mistakes, and our problems and perplexities and 
debts and difficulties, our regrets, and serious uncertainties 
are in part a payment for the mistakes of the past. There is 
no use denying them, when we know we have made them. 
The future will be more as we would want it to be if we 
admit our mistakes and repent and improve and not per
sistently say there weren’t any errors, and not doggedly 
pursue the same disastrous path and pattern. We pay the 
penalties sooner or later. As Emerson observed: “Always 
pay, for first or last you must pay every debt.”1 And the 
sooner we repent and pay, the lighter is the compounding of 
the penalties. Having admitted our mistakes, having sin
cerely repented of the past, there remains an incentive to 
look forward from here, with hope, and with faith for the 
future. If there is anything we deeply regret, from here on 
is our opportunity—for great is the power of repentance.

’Essay on Compensation.
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do not fight courageously, put them 
to the sword.”1“’ In such a way the 
Asiatic war lords from the beginning 
“ . . . swept the earth before them” 
like Shiz (Ibid., 14:18), and like the 
Communist hordes of our day, forcing 
all that lay in their path to become 
part of them. “I counted them among 
my people,” says the Assyrian con
queror of one nation after another, 
and this ancient formula would seem 
to go back to our old friend Nimrod, 
whom popular superstition saw re
incarnated in Genghiz Khan as he 
“became a mighty hunter,” accord
ing to Carpini (Ch. vi.) “He learned 
to steal men, and to take them for



prey. He ranged into other countries 
taking as many captives as he could, 
and joining them to himself,” as 
Nimrod had done, by awful oaths. 
This system of “sweeping the earth” 
explains how it was possible for 
small and obscure Asiatic tribes to 
rise very quickly to be conquerors of 
all Asia and most of Europe: The 
tribe that gave its name to the con
quering hordes was merely the 
nucleus of an army which snowballed 
into a world army by forced recruit
ing of all it met.

A great deal has been written 
about the calculated Schrechlichkeit 
of the great conquerors, especially 
Genghiz Khan, whose practices have 
been condoned by recent biographers 
on the grounds that there is no better 
weapon than terror to soften up op
position, provoke early surrender, and 
thus save lives. Certainly terror is 
the keynote of Asiatic warfare with 
its “absolute contempt for human 
life,”200 and the boast of an Assyrian 
king might be echoed by many an 
ancient and modern successor: “I 
marched victoriously, like a mad dog, 
spreading terror, and I met no con
queror.”201 Being a mad dog seems 
to us a poor thing to boast of, but 
the terror was carefully calculated. 
Shiz would have understood as in his 
pursuit of Coriantumr “ he did 
slay both women and children, and 
he did burn the cities. And there 
went a fear of Shiz throughout all 
the land; yea, a cry went forth 
throughout the land—Who can stand 
before the army of Shiz? Behold, he 
sweepeth the earth before him!” 
(Ibid., 14:17-18.) When Corihor 
gained a victory, it was his turn to be 
the terror of the earth and “ . . . the 
people began to be frightened, and 
began to flee before the armies of 
Coriantumr. ...” (Ibid., 14:27.)

An important by-product of the 
Asiatic-Jaredite system of rallying 
armies and absorbing nations is an 
efflorescence of robber bands on all 
the face of the land. All who will 
not join the great armies are put to 
death, as we have seen, but what of 
those who escape? They are natural
ly outlaws, having no allegiance to 
any king and hence no rights or 
claims to protection. To survive, 
these people band themselves to
gether, and since all are deserters 
whose heads are forfeit, their be
havior becomes very dangerous. Asia 
has at all times swarmed with rob-

(Continued on following page) i
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(Continued from preceding page) 
ber bands, exactly as did this conti
nent under the Jaredites, and from 
time to time these robber bands have 
formed coalitions strong enough to 
ruin states and overturn thrones. 
After wars between ,the Mongols and 
Mamelukes had exhausted all their 
resources and brought ruin to many 
lands, soldiers from both sides banded 
together in robber armies, gathered 
up the outcasts in the deserts and 
mountains, and came near to con
quering all of western Asia.202 The 
pages of Bar Hebraeus swarm with 
these robber bands and good descrip
tions of how they operate. Whenever 
central governments became weak
ened by wars and corruption, bands 
of robbers would appear as if out of 
the earth, as when early in the ninth 
century the robber Omar became the 
terror of all the Near East and joining 
forces with the robber-chief Nasir in 
the north “began to destroy the 
world.”203

Just as robber bands often formed 
the nucleus of world-conquering ar
mies (some Chinese emperors had 
whole armies composed of “bad young 
men”), so those world armies, once 
beaten, promptly broke up into rob
ber bands again, while their leader, 
lately a world ruler, would find him
self again nothing but a bandit 
chief.204 The years during which 
Justinian and Chosroes were locked 
in deadly rivalry for the rule of the 
world saw the rise in western Asia 
of a motley array of robber gangs 
numbering 12,000 men, who brought 
complete ruin upon a large part of 
the civilized world; in this time of 
panic and insecurity “great schism 
fell upon the Arabs (i.e. the inhabi
tants), and in every quarter a man 
rose up who did not agree with his 
companion.”205 This typical and re
current state of things vividly recalls 
the awful days of the Jaredite robbers, 
when every man slept on his sword 
to guard his property from every 
other man—and still had it stolen. 
(Ibid., 14:1-2.)

We need not dwell on the path
ological aspects of Asiatic warfare— 
the hideous disguises, the bloody 
oaths, the insane yells, the pyramids 
of heads and all that. In Taras Bulba 
Gogol describes the Kazakh hordes 
as going quite insane in battle or, as 
Ether puts it: “ . . . they were drunk
en with anger, even as a man who is 

drunken with wine.” (Ibid., 15:22.) 
One unpleasant aspect of the business 
worthy of mention is the universal 
custom of scalp collecting, at all times 
practised with zeal on the steppes of 
Asia as in America.208 It was the rule 
in Asia for great conquerors to dis
seminate the belief that they were 
not human but actually incarnations 
of the devil!2”

The insane wars of the Jaredite 
chiefs ended in the complete annihila
tion of both sides, with the kings the 
last to go. The same thing had al
most happened earlier in the days of 
Akish, when a civil war between 
him and his sons reduced the popula
tion to thirty. (Ibid., 9:12.) This all 
seems improbable to us, but two cir
cumstances peculiar to Asiatic war
fare explain why the phenomenon is 
by no means, without parallel: (1) 
Since every war is strictly a personal 
contest between kings, the battle 
must continue until one of the kings 
falls or is taken. (2) And yet things 
are so arranged that the king must 
be the very last to fall, the whole 
army existing for the sole purpose of 
defending his person. This is clearly 
seen in the game of chess, in which 
all pieces are expendable except the 
king, who can never be taken. “The 
shah in chess,” writes M. E. Mogha- 
dam, “is not killed and does not die. 
The game is terminated when the 
shah is pressed into a position from 
which he cannot escape. This is in 
line with all good traditions of chess 
playing, and back of it the tradition 
of capturing the king in war rather 
than slaying him whenever that could 
be accomplished.”208 You will recall 
the many instances in the Book of 
Ether in which kings were kept in 
prison for many years but not killed. 
In the code of medieval chivalry, 
taken over from central Asia, the 
person of the king is sacred, and all 
others must perish in his defense. 
After the battle the victor may do 
what he will with his rival—and 
infinitely ingenious tortures were 
sometimes devised for the final 
reckoning—but as long as the war 
went on the king could not die, for 
whenever he did die, the war was 
over, no matter how strong his sur
viving forces. Even so, Shiz was 
willing to spare all of Coriantumr’s 
subjects if he could only behead 
Coriantumr with his own sword. In 
that case, of course, the subjects would
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become his own. The circle of war
riors, “ . . . large and mighty men 
as to the strength of men ...” 
(Ibid., 15:26) that fought around 
their kings to the last man, represent 
that same ancient institution, the 
sacred “shieldwall,” which our own 
Norse ancestors took over from Asia 
and which meets us again and again 
in the wars of the tribes, in which 
on more than one occasion the king 
actually was the last to perish. So 
let no one think the final chapter of 
Ether is at all fanciful or overdrawn. 
Wars of extermination are a standard 
institution in the history of Asia.

To cite a few examples, when 
Genghiz Khan overcame the great 
Merkit nation, he left only one man 
alive—the brother of his favorite 
wife.200 The Assyrian kings would 
systematically annihilate every living 
thing in the lands they conquered, 
sowing fields with salt, like the 
Romans, and flooding the sites of 
cities they destroyed to convert them 
into uninhabitable wastelands.210 In 
cities of a million inhabitants the 
Mongols left not a dog or a cat alive, 
and they converted vast provinces into 
complete deserts.2“ The great island 
of Cyprus was an uninhabited waste 
for seven years after the Turkomans 
took it.212

The Goths in a single battle 
entirely exterminated the Sciri 
(Jordanes, Ch. 53), as the Huns 
did the Scythians and Alans, and as 
the Mongols did the Tartars.213 The 
Mongols themselves met retribution in 
1732 when their own kinsmen, the 
Manchus, wiped out nine-tenths of 
the Oret Mongols in a Chinese-in
spired project aimed at the complete 
obliteration of both sides.2“ Such 
mutual suicides of nations were not 
uncommon: the Kin and the Hsia 
Hsia, the two greatest empires of their 
day and as closely related in blood 
as were the people of Shiz and 
Coriantumr, engaged in fifteen years 
of warfare that wiped out eighteen 
million people—a figure that makes 
Ether’s two million (Ibid., 15:2) look 
rather paltry.215

Incidentally, the wars of Genghiz 
Khan cost China alone forty mil
lion lives!215 The Hunnish Jao 
Dynasty of the North and the 
Dsin Empire of the South almost 
achieved mutual quietus during a 
civil war in which “neither side was 
willing to make peace until the 
other was completely crushed.”2“ In

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page) 
the first centu.ry B.C., the Huns 
divided to follow two brothers, Jiji 
and Huhansie. Twenty years of war 
followed, and the deadlock was only 
when in 43 B.C. Jiji’s people in 
despair finally fled west in the best 
Jaredite manner, leaving “vast 
stretches of land bare and deserted” 
behind them.216

This sort of history should con
vince the most skeptical that the 
Book of Ether is not exaggerating in 
what it tells us either of what hap
pened or of the scale of events. The 
whole picture is a conservative one 
by Asiatic standards but by the same 
standards completely authentic.

What the Jaredites left behind was 
a land littered with bones, for “ . . . 

[ so swift and speedy was the war,” 
i that “ . . . the whole face of the land 

was covered with the bodies of the 
dead,” (Ibid,., 14:21f), and a genera
tion later “ . . . their bones lay scat
tered in the land northward.” (Omni 

1 1:22.) A medieval traveler, passing 
I Kiev years after the great wars be- 

tween the Mongol and Russian 
hordes, reports: “When we were 
traveling through this country, we 
found an innumerable multitude of 
dead men’s skulls and bones lying 
upon the earth.” Far away, in Com- 

i mania and Cangle, “we found many 
I skulls and bones lying upon the 

ground like cattle-dung.” All the 
living inhabitants, he notes, were re
duced to slavery.21’ Where burial was 
at all possible after such battles, the 
only practical procedure was to heap 
up the bodies in great piles and cover 
them with earth, “erecting great 
tumuli over them,” as when the whole 
Naiman nation was buried in mounds 
after its destruction.218 Joinville, 
traveling a whole year through Asia 
to reach the court of “the cham of 
Tartary,” saw all along the road of 
Tartar conquest “large mounds of 
bones.”21* A comparison of the pre
historic mounds of Asia and America 
is still to be undertaken.

(To be continued)
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“A YOUNG GIRL’S 
PRAYER”

By Patricia Austin Hayes

D
ear Lord, today I am sixteen.
My feet are on the threshold 
of young girlhood, and the 

“road of life” lies ahead clear and 
shining. I don’t-ask r for fame and 
fortune, but only for the things 
that really count. As I journey 
down this “road of life,” I want 
it to be with unfaltering steps. Help 
me to keep from wandering off on 
the little paths of temptation, be
cause I want to meet the challenges 
of life with unfailing courage and 
faith. Let me be proud and un
ashamed, and keep the threads of 
my life from becoming tangled and 
broken, because, when I’ve reached 
the close of life here on earth, I 
want it to be like the end of a beauti
ful day, peaceful and loved, to be 
remembered with pleasant thoughts 
and kind words.

Help me, dear Lord, to keep my
self pure and untouched for the 
man I will marry someday and for 
the children I will bear. Give me 
the knowledge and understanding to 
help those who have strayed and 
fallen by the wayside. Give me 
faith in the finer things of life and 
the courage to stand by my ideals. 
All these things I ask of you, for 
I know that alone I cannot fight 
the temptations life offers, but with 
your help I can make my life worth 
while and my happiness complete.
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