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The Tower

Dear Professor F.

IN reply to my sustained blast of 
the 17th inst. you tax me with 
“a naive and gullible acceptance 

of the Tower of Babel ‘story.” I 
knew you would. Most people be­
lieve quite naively that Lincoln 
wrote the Gettysburg Address, but 
their totally uncritical acceptance of 
the fact does not prevent it from 
being true. You may accept any 
story naively or you may take it 
critically. What would you say if 
I were to accuse you of being very 
simple and gullible in rejecting the 
story of the tower? The cornerstone 
of “sound scholarship” in our day 
is the comfortable doctrine that the 
answer no can never be quite as 
wrong as the answer yes, a proposi­
tion which to my knowledge has 
never been demonstrated. Excuse 
me if I seem recalcitrant, but I find 
it odd that the one skill most ap­
preciated and rewarded in those 
circles where one hears everlasting­
ly of “the inquiring mind” and the 
importance of “finding out for one’s 
self” is the gift and power of taking 
things for granted. Even our Lat­
ter-day Saint intellectuals are con­
vinced that the way to impress the 
Gentiles is not to acquire a mastery 
of their critical tools, (how few 
even know Latin!), but simply to 
defer in all things to their opinions.

Think back, my good man, to the 
first act of recorded history. What 
meets our gaze as the curtain rises? 
People everywhere building towers. 
And why are they building towers? 
To get to heaven. The tower was, 
to use the Babylonian formula, the 
markaz shame u irtisim, the “bind­
ing-place of heaven and earth,” 
where alone one could establish 
contact with the upper and lower 
worlds. That goes not only for 
Babylonia but also for the whole 
ancient world, as I have pointed 
out at merciless length in my recent 
study on the “Hierocentric State.” 
The towers were artificial moun­
tains, as any textbook will tell you, 
and no temple-complex could be 
without one. The labors of Dom- 
bart, Jeremias, Andrae, Burrows, 
and others shall spare us the pains 
of showing you these towers scat­
tered everywhere throughout the 
old world as a means of helping 
men get to heaven.8* The legends

‘Numbers refer to bibliography at end of article. 

704 

concerning them are legion, but they 
all fall into the same pattern: In 
the beginning an ambitious race of 
men tried to get to heaven by climb­
ing a mountain or tower; they failed 
and then set out to conquer the 
world. A thoroughly typical ver­
sion of the story is a variant found 
in Jewish and Christian apocryphal 
writers in which the sons of Seth 
(the angels, in some versions), 
eager to regain the paradise Adam 
had lost, went up on to Mt. Her­
mon, and there lived lives of re­
ligious asceticism, calling themselves 
“the Watchers” and “the Sons of 
Elohim.” It was an attempt to estab­
lish the heavenly order, and it 
failed, the embittered colony de­
scending the mountain to break the 
covenant, marry the daughters of 
Cain, and beget a race of “men 
notorious for murders and robber­
ies.” Determined to possess the 
earth if they could not possess
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heaven, the men of the mountain 
denied that they had failed, faked 
the priesthood, and forced the in­
habitants of the earth.to accept the 
kings they put over them.9 This 
story you will recognize as an ob­
vious variant of the extremely an­
cient and widespread Mad Hunter 
cycle, which I treated in an article 
on the origin of the state.10 The 
Mad Hunter, you will recall, 
claimed to be the rightful ruler of 
the universe, challenged God to an 
archery contest, and built a great 
tower from which he hoped to shoot 
his arrows into heaven. Sir James 
Frazer has collected a large number 
of American Indian versions of the 
story to illustrate Old World 
parallels, for the tale is met with 
among primitive hunters throughout 
the world.11

In Genesis X we read that Nim­
rod, “the mighty hunter against the 

Lord,”“ founded the kingdom of 
Babel, and in the next chapter that 
Babel was the name of the tower 
builded to reach to heaven. This 
Nimrod seems to be the original 
arch-type of the Mad Hunter.13 His 
name is for the Jews at all times the 
very symbol of rebellion against 
God and of usurped authority; he 
it was “who became a hunter of 
men,” established false priesthood 
and false kingship in the earth in 
imitation of God’s rule and “made 
all men to sin.”1* A very early 
Christian writing tells how Noah’s 
descendants waged bitter war 
among themselves after his death, 
to see who should possess his king- 
ship; finally one of the blood of 
Ham prevailed, and from him the 
Egyptians, Babylonians, and Per­
sians derive their priesthood and 
kingship. “From the race of Ham,” 
says the text, “came one through 
the magical ( as opposed to the 

holy) succession named Nimrod, 
who was a giant against the Lord 
. . . whom the Greeks call Zoroaster 
and who ruled the world, forcing 
all men by his false magical arts 
to recognize his authority.”18 The 
Chronicon Paschale reports a wide­
spread tradition that this giant who 
built Babylon was not only the first 
king of Persia, the earthly Cosmo- 
crator, but also the first man to 
teach the killing and eating of 
beasts,10 a belief also expressed in 
the Koran.17 There is another com­
mon tradition that Nimrod’s crown 
was a fake, and that he ruled with­
out right “in the earth over all the 
sons of Noah, and they were all 
under his power and counsel,” 
while he “did not go in the ways of 
the Lord, and was more wicked than 
all the men that were before him.”“ 
The antiquity of these stories may 
be judged from an early Babylonian
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account o£ a wicked king who first 
“mingled small and great on the 
mound” and caused them to sin, 
earning for himself the title of 
“king of the noble mound” (cf. 
the tower), “god of lawlessness,” 
“god of no government.”10 In the 
very earliest Indo-European tradi­
tions this person is Dahhak, “the 
type of the dregvant, the man of 
the Lie and the king of mad-men,” 
who sat on the throne for a thou­
sand years and forced all men to 
subscribe their names in the Book 
of the Dragon, thus making them 
subject to him.20

In the Book of Ether the name 
of Nimrod is attached to “the valley 
which was northward,” and which 

. led “into that quarter where there
never had man been” (11:2, 5), 
which suits very well with the 
legendary character of Nimrod as 
the Mad Hunter of the Steppes. 
The name of Nimrod has always 
baffled philologians, who have 
never been able to locate it,21 but 
at the end of the last century the 
explorer and scholar Emin found 
that name attached to legends 
(mostly of the Mad Hunter vari­
ety) and place names in the region 
of Lake Van, the great valley due 
north of upper Mesopotamia.22 Now 
I am not insisting for a minute that
OCTOBER 1951

the legendary Nimrod ever existed. 
As I told you before, I am only 
interested in the type of thing that 
happened, and after having ex­
amined hundreds of legends from 
all parts of the ancient world, all 
telling substantially the same story, 
I think that anyone would find it 
difficult, in view of the evidence, 
to deny that there was -some com­
mon event behind them. It seems 
to have been a single event, more­
over. How so? I said above that 
we find mounds and towers scat­
tered throughout the whole ancient 
world; now I will go further and 
say that they are not independent 
local inventions but actually imita­
tions derived ultimately from a sin­
gle original. Every great national 
shrine of antiquity had a founding 
legend of how in the beginning it 
was brought through the air from 
some mysterious faraway land. And 
this faraway land always turns out 
to have been in Central Asia. Our 
Norse Othinn came from the giants’ 
land to the east, the Greek national 
cult from the land of the Hyperbo­
reans, far to the northeast of 
Greece; people of the Near East 
looked to a mysterious white moun­
tain of the North as the seat of their 
primordial cult, the Chinese to the 
paradise or mountain of the West, 

and so forth.28 You may list the vari­
ous founding legends and trace them 
back at your leisure to a single point 
of origin. Is it not strange that the 
founding father and summus deus 
of each nation of antiquity is some­
where declared to be a fraud and 
an impostor, a wandering tramp 
from afar whose claims to supreme 
authority cannot stand a too care­
ful examination? Think of Prome­
theus’ challenge to Zeus, of Loki’s 
blackmailing of Othinn, of the dubi­
ous “Justification of Osiris,” of the 
terror of all-mighty Anu when 
Tiamat challenges his authority, 
and so forth.24 Run down these 
legends, and you will find in every 
case that the usurper comes 
from Central Asia. Even Isaiah 
(XIV:12ff) recalls that in the be­
ginning the adversary himself set 
up his throne “upon the Mountain 
of the Assembly in the regions of 
the North,” and there pretended to 
be “like the Most High.” For all 
this a single origin is indicated; 
whether historical or ritual makes 
little difference.

There is one aspect of the Nim­
rod cycle that is too interesting to 
pass by, especially for an anthro­
pologist. That is the tradition of 
the stolen garment.

The Stolen Garment

Nimrod claimed his kingship on 
the grounds of victory over his 
enemies;25 his priesthood, however, 
he claimed by virtue of possessing 
“the garment of Adam.” The Tal­
mud assures us that it was by virtue 
of owning this garment that Nimrod 
was able to claim the power to rule 
over the whole earth, and that he 
sat in his tower while men came 
and worshiped him.20 The Apoc­
ryphal writers, Jewish and Chris­
tian, have a good deal to say about 
this garment. To quote one of 
them: “the garments of skin which 
God made for Adam and his wife 
when they went out of the garden 
and were given after the death of 
Adam ... to Enoch”; hence they 
passed to Methusaleh, and then to 
Noah, from whom Ham stole them 
as the people were leaving the ark. 
Ham's grandson Nimrod obtained 
them from his father Cush.27 As for 
the legitimate inheritance of this 
clothing, a very old fragment re­
cently discovered says that Michael 
“disrobed Enoch of his earthly 

(Continued on following page]
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garments, and put on him his angelic 
clothing,” taking him into the 
presence of God.28 This garment of 
Enoch was supposed to be the very 
garment of skins that John the Bap­
tist wore, called by the Early Chris­
tians “the garment of Elias.”20 An 
Arabic ‘‘Life of John the Baptist” 
says that Gabriel brought it to John 
from heaven as ‘‘the garment of 
Elijah”; ‘‘it went back,” says John 
Chrysostome, ‘‘to the beginning of 
the world, to the times before which 
Adam required covering. Thus it 
was the symbol of repentance.”30 
Others believed it was the same 
garment that Herod and later the 
Romans put under lock and key 
when they wished to prevent the 
people from putting it on a candi­
date of their own choice, and tell 
how the Jews tried to seize the 
garment by force and put it on John 
the Baptist, thus making him, in­
stead of Herod, their high priest.81 
Whatever its origin, the wearing 
of a garment of repentance, sym­
bolic of the life of man in his fallen 
state was known to the most ancient 
Christians and practised by certain 
ultra-conservative cults down to 
modern times.32

Incidentally the story of the 
stolen garment as told by the old 
rabbis, including the great Eleazer, 
calls for an entirely different ren­
dering of the strange story in 
Genesis IX from the version in our 
King James Bible. They seemed to 
think that the ’erivath of Genesis 
IX:22 did not mean ‘‘nakedness” at 
all, but should be given its primary 
root meaning of ‘‘skin covering.” 
As they read it, Ham took the gar­
ment of his father while he was 
sleeping and showed it to his breth­
ren, Shem and Japheth, who took a 
pattern or copy of it (salmah) or 
else a woven garment like it (szm- 
lah) which they put upon their own 
shoulders, returning the skin gar­
ment to their father. Upon awaking, 
Noah recognized the priesthood of 
the two sons, but cursed the son 
who tried to rob him of his gar­
ment.33 This is, apparently, the source 
of the widespread legend that Ham 
stole the garment of Noah and 
claimed to possess the priesthood 
by virtue of his illegal insignia. 
Ham’s descendants, Cush and Nim­
rod—both Africans, though Nim- 
706 

rod in his wandering moved to 
Asia34—made the same claim. It 
is interesting that according to cer­
tain ancient scriptures which the 
Latter-day Saints claim have been 
restored by revelation in our own 
age, Pharaoh (who represents the 
Afro-Asian line of Cush-Nimrod) 
‘‘was blessed as to the kingship but 
cursed as to the priesthood,” and 
he offered Abraham the privilege 
of wearing his own royal insignia 
in hope that Abraham would return 
the compliment by allowing Pharaoh 
to wear his priestly ones.35 There is 
a good deal of Egyptian material 
dealing with this custom of a royal 
exchange of garments and honors, 
but there is no time to go into it 
here—I only want to call attention 
to the fact that we are actually 
moving in a world of established 
patterns and familiar concepts, how­
ever weird they may seem to the 
uninitiated.

According to the Talmud, Nim­
rod’s ‘‘great success in hunting was 
due to the fact that he wore the 
coat of skin which God made for 
Adam and Eve.”38 There is a tradi­
tion that Nimrod, becoming jealous 
of the rival hunter Esau (so much 
for chronology!), lay in ambush for 
him, but was defeated by Esau, 
who cut off his head and “took the 
valuable garments of Nimrod . . . 
with which Nimrod prevailed over 
the whole land (or earth!), and 
he ran and concealed them in his 
house.” These garments, says the 
report, were nothing less than the 
birthright which Esau later sold to 
Jacob.37

THOUGHTS ON PHILIPPIANS 4:8

By Elaine V. Emans

For whatsoever things are true I shall 
Think how the cold is followed by the 
pink

Hepatica, and summer’s growth by fall 
And harvesting; for honest I shall think 
Proudly of those who will not lie; for just, 
The giving, always, every man his due, 
Or upright character. For pure I must 
Remember lily petals glowing through 
The sun or rain; for lovely I could never 
Exhaust the store of things the word sug­

gests
From face to symphony; and for whatso­

ever
Things are of good report, my thinking 

rests
Upon some kindness I have heard about, 
Or courage, or some love uncommonly 

stout.

Two significant conclusions come 
from all this: (1) that any historical 
reconstruction of what actually 
happened is out of the question, 
what has come down to us being 
a mass of conflicting legends and 
reports, and (2) that these con­
flicting legends and reports never­
theless agree on certain main points, 
that they are very old, and were 
considered by the most learned 
Jews to present matters of great 
importance, the significance of 
which has escaped later ages. The 
priests and kings of antiquity cer­
tainly wore such garments,38 and the 
skin garment was often imitated in 
woven materials;39 in fact the skin 
garment was itself held to be a 
substitute for a still older garment 
made of the leaves of the ficus 
religiosus.40

I make no apology for conducting 
you into these lost bypaths of the 
past. You have often proclaimed 
it your professional obligation to be 
interested in all things, and especial­
ly the unusual. Still there is such 
a thing as going too far, and it is 
high time I was showing you what 
a sober, factual, and common­
sense document the Book of Ether 
really is. Let us return to Babel.

The Dispersion

The Book of Ether, depicting the 
uprooting and scattering from the 
tower of a numerous population, 
shows them going forth not indi­
vidually but in groups, and not 
merely family groups but groups 
of friends and associates: “thy 
friends and their families, and the 
friends of Jared and their families.” 
(1:41.) There was no point in 
having Jared’s language uncon­
founded if there was to be no one 
he could talk to, and his brother 
cried to the Lord that his friends 
might also retain the language. The 
same, however, would apply to any 
other language: If every individual 
were to speak a tongue all of his 
own and so go off entirely by him­
self, the races would have been not 
merely scattered but quite annihil­
ated.41 We must not fall into the 
old vice of reading into the scrip­
ture things that are not there. There 
is nothing said in our text about 

(Continued on page 752)
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every man suddenly speaking a 
new language. We are told in the 
Book of Ether that the languages 
were confounded with and by the 
“confounding” of the people: “Cry 
unto the Lord,” says Jared (1:34), 
“that he will not confound us that 
we may not understand our words.” 
The statement is significant for 
more than one thing. How can it 
possibly be said that "we may not 
understand our words”? Words we 
cannot understand may be nonsense 
syllables or may be in some foreign 
language, but in either case they 
are not our words. The only way 
we can fail to understand our own 
words is to have words that are 
actually ours change their meaning 
among us. That is exactly what 
happens when people, and hence 
languages, are either “confounded,” 
that is, mixed up, or scattered. In 
Ether’s account, the confounding 
of people is not to be separated from 
the confounding of their languages; 
they are, and have always been, 
one and the same process: the Lord, 
we are told (1:35-37), “did not 
confound the language of Jared; 
and Jared and his brother were not 
confounded . . . and the Lord had 
compassion upon their friends and 
their families also, that they were 
not confounded.” That “confound” 
as used in the Book of Ether is 
meant to have its true and proper 
meaning of “to pour together,” “to 
mix up together,” is clear from the 
prophecy in XIII: 8, that “the rem­
nant of the house of Joseph shall 
be built upon this land . . . and 
they shall no more be confounded,” 
the word here meaning mixed up 
with other people, culturally, lin­
guistically, or otherwise.

Yet another important Biblical 
expression receives welcome eluci­
dation from our text: though Ether 
says nothing about “the whole 
earth” being “of one language and 
one speech” (Gen. XI: 1), he does 
give us an interesting hint as to how 
those words may be taken. Just 
as “son” and “descendant” are the 
same word in Hebrew and so may 
easily be confused by translators 
(who in fact have no way of know­
ing, save from the context, in which 
sense the word is to be under­
stood), so “earth” and “land” are 

the same word, the well-known 
eretz. In view of the fact that the 
Book of Ether, speaking only of 
the Jaredites, notes that “there were 
none of the fair sons and daughters 
upon the face of the whole earth 
who repented of their sins” 
(XIII: 17), it would seem that the 
common “whole earth” (koi ha* 
aretz) of the Old Testament need 
not always be taken to mean the 
entire globe. Certainly it is quite 
as legitimate to think of the days 
of Peleg as the time when, as the 
old Jewish writers describe it, “the 
children of Noah began to divide 
the earth among themselves,”42 as, 
without the least authority, to vis­
ualize the drifting of the continents 
or the rending apart of the terres­
trial globe. A reader’s first reac­
tion to an ancient and fragmentary 
text usually becomes a lifelong 
credo, though research and revela­
tion have combined in latter days 
to discredit this obvious and easy 
solution of the mysteries. The Book 
of Ether, like First Nephi, is, when 
we come to examine it, heavily 
weighted in the direction of sober 
and factual history and was never 
meant to be a springboard for the 
imagination; for example, our record 
does not attribute the scattering of 
the people, as one might innocently 
suppose it does, to the confusion 
of tongues. After the brother of 
Jared had been assured that he and 
his people and their language would 
not be confounded, the question of 
whether they would be driven out 
of the land still remained to be an­
swered: that was another issue, 
and it is obvious that the language 
they spoke had as little to do with 
driving them out of the land as it 
did with determining their destina­
tion. It was something else that 
drove the reluctant Jaredites from 
their homes. What could have 
forced them to leave? History to be 
sober and factual need not deal 
with the dull, normal, and every­
day. The confounding and scatter­
ing of the people of the tower was 
no slow working out of the historical 
process. It was sudden and ter­
rible, and the Book of Ether gives 
the clearest possible indication of 
what caused it.

But this introduces a theme on 
which it is impossible for me to 
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speak with brevity. Let us consign 
it to a later communication.

( To be continued)
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Beautyrest Mattresses Throughout

DRINK

.A delightful 
hot beverage for those 
who don't drink coffee,

AT YOUR GROCERS
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EVERYWHERE in Utah, Idaho, Mon­

tana and Nevada there's a KOLOB 

AGENT ready to advise you on your 

insurance problems. Every type of 

coverage, prompt settlement of 

claims, more than 300 agents. .

A General Insurance Agency

FRANK SALISBURY, MGR.

330 Judge Bldg., Salt Lake City

The distinctive skills that are Estey have been re­
sponsible, for more than 100 years, in bringing to 
churches and chapels inspiring music af worship 
and devotion. Whatever the model, an Estey Organ 
is a tonal masterpiece — and there is a reed organ 
to fit your special needs, fram the practical, law­
cost, portable FOLDING and JUNIOR, to the superb 
SYMPHONIC ar CATHEDRAL. Priced from $175 ta 
$1075, plus tax and freight. Organ committees 
are invited to write for details ,
and free illustrated falder. I

Ti^avwlu /
FOR THE SMALL <CHURCH

The World of The Jaredites
(Continued from preceding page)

first king and father of the human race, 
is described as the usurper, e.g. Ad- 
Diyarbakri, Tarikh al~Khamis (Cario, A.
H. 1283), I, 67; C. Huart and L. Delaporte, 
L'lran Antique (Paris: A. Michel, 1943), 
pp. 454f.

21K. Preisendanz, in Pauly-Wissowa, 
Realenzykl. XVII, 625f. Kraeling (in Jnl. 
Bibl. Lit. 66 (1947), 289, n. 1) has finally 
accepted Eduard Meyer's much-doubted 
theory (Geschichte des Altertums IL2.3H), 
that the name is Egypto-Lybian.

®O. Emin, Izsledovania i Statyi (Mos­
cow, 1896) pp. 301-3.

23I have treated this subject at some 
length in an article, “The Hierocentric 
State,” in The Western Political Quarterly 
III (1951), 226-253. For a survey of var­
ious such primordial mountains, T. H. 
Gaster, Thespis (N.Y.: Schuman, 1950), 
pp. 184f, 169-171; H. R. Hall in Journal of 
Egyptian Archaeology X (1924), 185ff.

24C. J. Gadd, Ideas of Divine Rule in the 
Ancient East (London: 1948), p. 1; 
Dahhak-Jemshid (above n. 20) is a typical 
example of this.

Rasher VIII, 39-46.
20A. Jeremias, Das Alte Testament, pp. 

158f; Jewish Encycl., s. v. Nimrod; Preis­
endanz, Pauly-Wissowa, RE XVII, 627.

2TQuote is from Jasher VII, 24-30; others 
given in Jewish Encycl. loc. cit.; cf. Jere­
mias, loc. cit.

28A. von Gall, Basileia tou Theou (Heid­
elberg: 1926, p. 330, citing II Enoch xxii, 
8.

“’’Robert Eisler, Iesous Basileus ou 
Basileusas (Heidelberg: 1930) II, 33-38. 
Eisler (p. 33) cites the tradition that John 
the Baptist wore the garment of raw skin 
(‘or, Gen. 111:21) in place of the original 
garment of light (‘or) worn before the 
fall; various early cults, forbidding the 
slaying of animals, changed the skin gar­
ment into a hair garment, id. II, 16, 34, 
118f, cf. F. Dieterici, (ed.), Thier und. 
Mensch (Leipzig: 1881), pp. 22, 97.

S0Joh. Chrysostome, Homil. in Mat. X\4, 
in Patrol. Graec. LVIII, 1880 & 1892; this 
and the anon. Life of John the Baptist 
are both cited in Eisler II, 36, n. 6. Ac­
cording to the Book of Jubilees (2nd cen­
tury B.C.) (ed. R. H. Charles) III, 30f, 
“. . . to Adam he (God) gave a covering i 
for his shame. . . . On this account it is 
prescribed on the heavenly tablets as touch-

I ing all those who know the judgment of 
the law, that they should cover their 
shame, and should not uncover themselves 
as the gentiles uncover themselves.”

“•Eisler, op. cit. II, 78-81; Josephus, An­
tiquities III, 182-7, cf. Eusebius, Eccl. Hist.
I, vi.

“Eisler, op. cit. II, 35, 78, 109f; A. von 
Gall, op. cit., pp. 330-2, cit. Baruch Apoc. 
c.iv; Enoch LXII, 15; II Enoch XXII, 8; 
Rev. III:4f; VI: 11; the Mandaeans be­
lieved the garment of John the Baptist 
would be given to all who were admitted 
to salvation (Eisler, II, 33), cf. Odes of 
Solomon xxv, 8; and the 2nd-century 
Apostolic writing published by C. Schmidt, 
Gespräche Jesu mit seinen Jüngern (Leip­
zig: 1919), p. 72. Related to the baptismi 
vestamentum, of the Early Christians, Ter- 
tullian, De Baptismo xiii, in Patrol. Lat. I, 
1323 (1215). I

TIRSI OF ALL-RHIASiUiy

Uaunes „
ÔfUtdic C&.

The
LESTER GRAND

A Beautiful Piano 

With Magnificent Tone

Although no expense has been 
spared in procuring the best ma­
terials and craftsmen to build 
the LESTER GRAND, it is surpris­
ingly low in price. Truly, the 
LESTER GRAND is the greatest 
dollar-for-dollar value in pianos. 
Ideal piano for schools, churches 
and conservatories.
The LESTER GRAND PIANO is the 
official piano of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra.

145 North University, Provo

Newest Most Modern 

Facilities for Auto Service 

all makes

-------- <s>--------

DODGE PLYMOUTH

J. C. Burgess 
downtown dealer

1000 So. Main—S.L.C.
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“By an extremely common type of trans­
position, simlah of Gen. IX: 23 could very 
easily stand for an original tsimlah, a copy, 
imitation, pattern or salmah, a garment or 
mantle as in Mic. 2:8. Even as it stands 
simlah means only a woven garment and 
can hardly refer to the original skin article.

“See above n. 21; cf. J. Poplicha, “The 
Biblical Nimrod and the Kingdom of Ean- 
na,” Journal oj the Am. Oriental Soc. 
XLIX (1929), 304.

“Abraham 1:26-27. Abraham’s refusal 
to make the exchange was the real reason 
for his being expelled from Egypt, ac­
cording to apocryphal writers. According 
to a very old tradition, Pharaoh coveted 
the priesthood of Moses exactly as his 
ancestor Nimrod did that of Abraham, 
Diéterici, Thier u. Mensch, p. 112; It was 
said that the Pharaohs of Egypt dressed 
in a skin garment “to show that their 
origin was older than time itself,” A 
Wünsche, Salomons Thron und Hippo­
drom (Ex Oriente Lux ii), p. 26.

^Jewish Encyclop. IX 309: “When the 
animals saw' Nimroc^ clad in them, they 
crouched- before him’ $o that he had no 
difficulty in catching /them.”

“Jasher XXVII, 2ff.
^Above n. 36; Egyptian priests, royalty, 

and the dead were all clothed in the classic 
skin garment of the Egyptian priesthood 
in Jnl. of Eg. Archaeol. XVI (1930), 173. 
The kaunakes of the Sumerians was a 
heavy skin garment wholly unsuited to the 
climate of Babylonia and has for that rea­
son been taken as proof that the Sumerians 
came from the North, Moret, Hist, de 
l’Orient, I, 21, n. 81; vs. G. Barton, 
“Whence Came the Sumerians?” Jnl. Am. 
Or. Soc. XLIX (1929), 263. M. R. James, 
The Apocryphal New Testament (Oxford: 
1924) p. 413, cf. p. 411, on “the garment 
of the King of Kings.” In 1939 an amber 
statuette was found showing the King of 
Assyria wearing the insignia of the Jewish 
High Priest, Illustrated London News.

39In later times the Egyptian priest wore 
“no real leopard-skin but a close-fitting 
coat of fine linen in the form of a leopard­
skin, “H. R. Hall in Jnl. Eg. Archaeol. 
XVI, 1, cf. T. J. C. Baly, “The Opening 
of the Mouth," Jnl. Eg. Arch. XVI, 173. 
The Syrian Christians said that the gar­
ment given to Adam was of cotton, the 
“skin” of the tree,” (Eisler, op. cit. II, 34); 
this doctrine they say, was known only to 
Moses “who called cotton ‘skin’ because 
among trees it takes the place of skin”; 
hence the idea that John the Baptist took 
his clothes from trees. The Jews retained 
traces of the older garment in their 
phylacteries and in the Sisith, the four 
strings, that every Jew once had on the 
edge of his garment, see F. J. Stephens, 
“Thé Ancient Significance of Sisith,” Jnl. 
Bibl. Lit. L (1931), 59ff. Compare the 
Irham of the Moslems (J. L. Burckhardt, 
Travels in Arabia (London: 1829), I, 
104f; l'63f).

“Eisler, op. cit. II, 34, n. 11 for refer­
ences.

■“Among traditions of the dispersion, 
that, story is not lacking of the righteous 
man whose language was not changed. 
Certain rabbis, says Bar Hebraeus, Chron. 
ed. Budge I, 8f, teach that “the Hebrew 
was preserved with Abher (Eber), for he 
was a righteous man and did not agree 
to the building of the tower.” This 
theory is necessary to defend the belief, 
popular among the Jews, that Hebrew is 
the language of paradise. The Book of 
Ether is much more realistic.

“Book of Jubilees VIII, 9.

TheTltthat BINDS...
the IntermoHntain West.1

In October, or whenever you visit Salt Lake, 
remember the "Welcome Mat" is always out at 

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE
This greatest of Intermountain news gathering cen­
ters is anxious to meet its old friends in person 

and to show them its dramatic operation at work.

see the men and machines whose lives

are dedicated to keeping you in­

formed and whose efforts in produc­

ing a newspaper tie the Intermountain

unified, progressive interests.

Salt £akr ^tibunr grift
Shortest Kaesong Truce Parley 
Snags Again on Buffer Dispute

OfReiiaifertrdZ«?KMDr.il in
58 \\ indu Lull Mexico I J <¡1

I ritah*.ni

So, when in Salt Lake City, plan to

West into a great community of

The Salt Lake Tribune
\

HOW MUCH WOULD 
TO REPLACE YOUR

IT COST 
HOME ?

The average home-owner today car­
ries only 40% enough fire insurance. 
He's thinking backward to what his 
property cost, instead of forward to 
what it would cost to REPLACE it.

Let us check your 

replacement vai* 

ues for you.

UTAH HOME FIRE INSURANCE CO.
Heber J. Grant & Co., General Agent Salt Lake City
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