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GUIDE DEPARTMENT.

devil, with their faith on the Lord
Jesus Christ,”n

Moreover, the Nephites had no
misconception of the nature of faith.
The prophets knew what they re-
quired when they exhorted the peo-
ple to believe in Jesus Christ.
“Faith,” explains Alma, “is not to
have a perfect knowledge of things;
therefore if ye have faith, ye hope
for things which are not seen, which
are true,” Apgain he writes, “Yea,
there are many who do say, If thou
wilt show us a sign from heaven,
then we shall know of a surety;
then we shall believe. Now I ask,
Is this faith? Behold, T say unto
you, nay; for if a man knoweth a
thing, he hath no cause to believe,
for he knoweth it.” And again, he
pleads, “I would that ye should re-
member that God is merciful unto
all who believe on His name ; there-
fore, He desireth, in the first place,
that ye should believe, yea, even on
His word.”?

The Book of Mormon prophets
explained the nature and necessity
of repentance as clearly and as sat-
isfactorily as they did the first prin-
ciple, faith. Repentance was
preached by the ancient prophets at
Jerusalem.? An angel explained to
Nephi that all would be well even
with the Gentiles, if they would re-
pentd Alma was urged by the
Spirit to “go forth and say unto this
people, Repent, for except ye repent
ye can in no wise inherit the king-
dom of heaven.”” It was declared
by all the prophets that all men,
everywhere, must repent if they
wotld be saved in the kingdom of
God.”s It was declared time and

nAlma 37:33.

2Alma 32:16-32.

?1 Nephi 1:4.

gINephi 14:5.

rAlma 5:51.

s Nephi 10:18; 11 Nephi 9:23; 26:27,

641

again, that, “the days of the chil-
dren of men were prolonged, ac-
cording to the will of God, that they
might repent while in the flesh;
wherefore, their state became a state
of probation.”® And it was further
taught that the promises and bless-
ings of God could be obtained only
on repentance.

“Yea, he that repenteth and exer-
ciseth faith, and bringeth forth good
works, and prayeth continually with-
out ceasing; unto such it is given to
know the mysteries of God; yea, unto
such it shall be given to reveal things
which never have been revealed; yea,
and it shall] be given unto such to
bring thousands of souls to repent-
ance.”w

The Nephites were evidently very
human. They possessed all the
weaknesses of mortality, as well as
its points of strength. It was only
by unceasing labor, that the proph-
ets were enabled to keep their peo-
ple at all mindful of the principles
of faith and repentance. Even then,
when these principles were fairly
well observed, it appears that other
sources of defection arose. In the
matter of the third principle—and
ordinance—of the Gospel, for ex-
ample, there were at times conflict-
ing opinions. The first Alma, how-
ever, commanded his people “that
there should be no contention one
with another, but that they should
look forward with one eye, having
one faith and one baptism.”” And
what the nature of that one baptism
should be is very clearly set forth.

In the first place, it was taught
that baptism was really essential to
salvation. Nephi exhorted his peo-
ple, before his death, to be mindful
of the commandments of the Lord.
He urged them to perform all that

111 Nephi 2:21.
“Alma 26:22.
*Mos. 18:21.














