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LESSON DEPARTMENT.

OUTLINE

Prophecies considered to date.
The six that make up this lesson:
1. Abinadi’s prediction concerning Noah
and his people.
2. The Nephites to be scourged and de-
stroved by the Lamanites.
3. The Lamanites not to be destroyed.
4. The corruption of “the great and
abominable church.”
5. The destruction of the Jaradites.
6. The promise to sincere seekers after
truth who read the Book of Mor-

mon.
QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.

1. Review the prophecies presented in
the last four lessons.
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2. Discuss the force of the law of com-
pensation as illustrated in the life of
Noah.

3. How do you justify the preservation
of the Lamanites rather than the Nephites?

4. Have some one present in the class
vital facts relative to the teachings and
worship of the Catholic church as bearing
upon the fourth prophecy of this lesson.

5. Review the story of the Jaredite col-
ony.

6. Have members of the class present
cases in illustration of the fulfillment of
the prophecy number six.

7. Consider the prophecy contained in
Helaman 13:18 and its fulfillment in Mor-
mon 1:18.

LESSON XVI.

Book oF MorMoN PROPHECIES.
(For Tuesday, March B8, or Sunday, March 20.)

THE FRESERVATION OF THE NEPHITE
Recorps aND THE CoMing ForTH
oF THE Book or MoRrMON.

Surely “God moves in a mysterious
way His wonders to perform.” The
manner in which He has preserved
His people and His prophets is a re-
markable testimony to His overruling
providence. One of the most conclu-
sive bits of evidence of such a provi-
dence is the remarkable preservation
of the Nephite records that they
might come forth in these latter days
through the Book of Mormon.

From the time they were called to
leave Jerusalem, the Nephites were in-
structed of the Lord that they should
carefully safeguard both their own
history and the history of their fore-
fathers. You will recall how Nephi
labored to obtain the Brass Plates—
how he had to take human life to se-
cure them—and how he responded to
the obligation imposed upon him by
the Lord to make and keep gold
plates upon which the achievements
of his own people might be inscribed.
It is inspiring to note the zeal with

which these plates were preserved and
handed down from generation to gen-
eration through a period of a thou-
sand years. And then what signifi
cance in the thought that they were
hidden away under the supervision of
the Lord for fourteen hundred years
to be brought forth according to His
purposes, in these days of the gospel’s
restoration. To read in prophecy of
the preservation of these records and
of their being brought forth—and
then to read in history the actual ful-
fillment of those prophecies—is a
stirring testimony to the truthfulness
of the Book of Mormon.

At least eight distinct groups of
prophecies proclaim the preservation
and coming forth of the Book of Mor-
mon. As the reader turns through
them as they are here briefly set forth
he should turn also to a history of
the Church or to Evans’ “One Hun.
dred Years of Mormonism” for a
more complete statement of their ful-
fillment.

1. In the first place, Nephi was
shown a thousand years before the



e W e e % A il 3, (o . f




LESSON DEPARTMENT.

“And his name shall be called after
me: and it shall be after the name of his
father. And he shall be like unto me;
" for the thing which the Lord shall bring
forth by his band, by the power of the
Lord shall bring my people unto salva-
tion.” II Nephi 3:15.

“Then shall the Lord God say unto
him, The learned shall not read them, for
they have rejected them, and I am able
to do mine own work; wherefore thou
shalt read the words which I shall give
unto thee.” II Nephi 27:20.

This twenty-seventh chapter is
rich in significance because of the
prophetic detail in which it narrates
the actual experience of Martin Har-
ris when he took certain transcrip-
tions from the Nephite records and
their translation to Professor An-
thon of New York City. Read the
account in Church History.

IV. In connection with this fourth
prophecy it is interesting to know
that among the first injunclions
given by the Angel Moroni to the
Prophet Joseph was the instruction
that he should not consider the plates
as having money value and that he
should not seek through them to make
gain. In fact solemn warning accom-
panied the injunction. The Prophet
was further instructed to safeguard
the plates from the gaze of men who
in their lust for gold would seek them
for their intrinsic worth.

What a fulfillment of prophecy.

“And now hecause of the glory of the
world, and to get gain will they say this
and not for the glory of God.” I Ne-
phi 27:16.

“And I am the same who hideth up
this record unto the Lord: the plates
thereof are of no worth, because of the
commandment of the Lord. For he truly
suith, that no one shzll have them to
get gain; but the record thereof is of
great worth; and whoso shall bring it to
light, him will the Lord bless.” Mormon
8:14.

You will recall that when the
Prophet Joseph had translated a cer-
tain portion of Mormon’s abridg-
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ment of the large plates, he allowed
the translation to be shown to some
of the relatives of Martin Harris.
You will recall, also, that the trans-
lation was lost and that the Prophet
was commanded not to re-translate
frem the large plates but to translate
the small plates of Nephi instead.
That the small plates were available
—that they had been made and in.
corporated into Mormon’s abridged
record—was the result of God’s wis-
dom, prophetically declared to both
Nephi and Mormon.

“And now, as I have spoken concerning
these plates, behold they are not the plates
upon which I make a full account of the
history of my people; for the plates upon
which I make a full account of my peo-
ple, I have given the name of Nephi;
wherefore they are called the plates of
Nephi, after mine own name; and these
plates also are called the plates of Ne-
phi.

“Nevertheless, I have teceived a com-
mandment of the Lord, that 1 should make
these plates, for the special purpose that
there should be an account engraven of
the ministry of my peocple.

‘Upon the other plates should be en-
graven an account of the reign of the
kings, and the wars and contentions of
n:v people; wherefore these plates are for
the more part of the ministry; and the
other plates are for the more part of the
reign of kings, and the wara and conten-
tions of my people.

“Wherelcre, the Lord hata commanded
me to make these plates for a wise pur.
pose in him; which purpose I know not.

“Bat the J.urd knoweth all things from
the beginning; wherefore, he prepareth a
way to accomplish all his works among
the children of men; for behold, he hath
ali power unto the fulfilling of all his
words. And thus it is. Amen.” I Nephi
9:2-6.

“And now I, Mormon, make a record of
the things which [ have both seen and
heard, and call it the Book of Mormon.

“And about the time that Ammaron hid
up the records unto the Lord, he came
unto me, (I being about ten years of age;
and [ began 10 be learned somewhat after
the manner of the learning of my people)
and Ammaron said unto me, I perceive that
thou art a sober child, and art quick to
nbserve;
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Prophet himself. The two following
paragraphs speak for themselves:

“Wherefore, at that day when the book
shall be delivered unto the man of whom
1 have spoken, the book shall be hid from
the eyes of the world, that the eyes of none
shall behold it save it be that three wit-
nesses shall behold it, by the power of God,
besides him to whom the book shall be
delivered; and they shall testify to the
truth of the book and the things therein.

“And there is none other which shall
view it, save it be a few according to the
will of God, to bear testimony of his word
unto the children of men: for the Lord God
hath said, That the words of the faithful
sheuld speak as if it were from the dead.”
11 Nephi 27:12, 13.

Consider in connection with these
declarations II Nephi 11:3; Ether
5:2, 3, 4.

OUTLINE

Significance attached to the preservation
of the Nephite records.

109

Predictions relative to the preservation
and coming forth of the Book of Mormon
record:

A. Record to be hidden.

B. To speak out of the dust.

C. To be brought forth by one named
Joseph.

D. Not to be had for gain.

E. The wisdom of a dual record.

F. To corroborate the Bible.

G. Sealed parts not to be translated by
the Prophet Joseph.

H. Records to be testified to.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.

1. Show how the keeping of records is
significant in the progress of civilization.

2. Apply these truths to Nephite history.

3. Tell briefly the story of the preserva-
tion of the plates of Nephi.

4. Discuss fully each of the eight proph-
ecies set down in this lesson.

5. Compare them with the predictions

found in the twenty-ninth chapter of [sa-
iah

LESSON XVII.

Book oF MorMoN PROPHECIES.

(For Tuesday, March 15, or Sunday, March 27.)

THE Last Days.

There are a few questions in which
there is almost universal interest. The
human mind likes to ponder ques-
tions that affect our ultimate destiny.
We like to concern ourselves with
such problems as Free Agency, Fore-
ordination, the Resurrection, Salva-
tion, Fternal Life, etc. As we come
back to such questions there is per-
haps no one to which we more fre-
quently turn than to that of the Last
Days. We inevitably speculate as to
when we may expect “the books to
close.” When will the trump of judg-
ment day be sounded? When shall
God’s purposes have been achieved?

Of course no one knows the speci-
fied year, or the exact hour for the
culmination of this earth’s history
except the Lord, He Himself has so
declared:

“I, the Lord God, have spoken it, but the
hour and the day no man knoweth, neither
the angels in heaven, nor shall they know
until he comes.” Doc. and Cov. Sec. 49:7.

But He has also declared that cer-
tain occurrences are to precede the
end which may be taken as signs of
His great second coming. Without.
being alarmists at all, let us turn to
the Book of Mormon to see what
signs have there been set down as
heralding the approach of the mil-
lenium. Let us ponder the signifi-
cance of events that make our own
times so momentous—events which
lead many of «he world’s greatest
thinkers to declare that the end of the
world seems lo be drawing near.

At the outset it is of very great sig-
nificance to note that the Lord has
declared within the last one hundred
years that His second coming is near

at hand.





