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LESSON DEPARTMENT

An Appreciation of Hie Book of Mormon.
Senior Course of Study 

LESSON XII. 
Bo o k  o f  Mo r mo n  Pr o ph e c ie s .

(For Tuesday, February 1, or Sunday, February 13.)

Ame r ic a —t h e  Pr o mis e d  La n d .

One of the most fascinating and 
stimulating books of the last quarter 
of a century is Mary Antin’s “The 
Promised Land.” It is the story of 
a little Yiddish girl who in the so-
ciety of Europe could count for lit-
tle if anything at all, but who in 
America because of our system of 
free schools and our democracy of 
opportunity has risen out of obscur-
ity into a position of fame and dis-
tinction. To Mary Antin America is 
the Land of Promise. And so it is 
to the world. Freedom and equal op-
portunity make it a haven for all lov-
ers of liberty.

Such an America is the America of 
prophecy—the land foreseen by the 
prophets of the Book of Mormon. To 
them it was pointed out' long before 
its discovery in modern times as the 
land dedicated to be the home of the 
Lord’s chosen people. The Book of 
Mormon is replete with passages de-
claring America to be a chosen land 
but perhaps we can best turn to rep-
resentative declarations under four 
major headings, each significant in 
the progress and development of this 
country.

In the first place the discovery of 
America by Columbus and its settle-
ment was clearly foreseen more than 
two thousand years before the event 
occurred.

“And I looked and beheld a man among 
the Gentiles who was separated from the 
seed of my brethren by the many waters; 
and I beheld the Spirit of God tliat it camo 
down and wrought upon the man; and he 
went forth upon the many walers even 
unto the seed of my brethren, who were in 
the promised land.” I Nephi 13:12.

Not only did Nephi thus foresee 
the discovery of America, but he was 
shown three other developments 
which were to follow the discovery. 
He saw clearly that after the coming 
of Columbus other Gentiles would 
seek liberty in America. The refer-
ence is clearly one to our pilgrim 
fathers who sought a land where they 
might worship freely as they chose:

“And it came to pass tliat I beheld the 
Spirit of God, that it wrought upon other 
Centiles; and they went forth out of cap-
tivity, upon the many waters.” I Nephi 
13:13.

Moreover, Nephi saw that these 
same Gentiles would drive back the 
remnants of his own people, the La-
manites, and possess their land. Of 
course we remember how the Indians 
were ousted and dispossessed of their 
territory as Europeans reached furth-
er and further into this land.

“And it came to pass that I beheld many 
multitudes of the Gentiles upon the land 
of promise; and I beheld the wrath of 
God, that it was upon the seed of my 
brethren; and they were scattered before 
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that doth possess it shall serve God, or 
the Gentiles, and were smitten.” I Nephi 
13:14.

And finally, Nephi was privileged 
to foresee the American Revolution 
as a result of which this land of 
promise might be governed and con-
trolled by those who chose to make 
it home. The same spirit which led 
Nephi into the truth of verses 17, 18, 
and 19 of chapter 13, led Washing-
ton to trust in a Providence which 
brought success to his revolutionary 
compatriots.

A second important prediction 
relative to America has to do with 
her form of government. It is sur-
prising that though the men and 
women who settled America were men 
and women who had known no gov-
ernment except that wherein kings 
ruled and subjects obeyed, they es-
tablished the principle from the out-
set that no king should reign here. 
It is interesting to note, too, that at 
the close of the revolutionary war 
when General Washington was the 
idol of his people, there was no sug-
gestion of a sentiment in his heart 
to rule and reign. In his refusal to 
consider the possibility of becoming 
a king, he likely was unaware of the 
fact that he was fulfilling literally a 
Book of Mormon prophecy.

“But behold this land saith God shall be 
a land of thine inheritance, and the Gen- 
toles shall be blessed upon the land.

“And this land shall be a land of lib-
erty unto the Gentiles and there shall be 
no kings upon the land who shall raise 
up unto the Gentiles.” II Nephi 10:10, 11.

From Washington’s day to our day 
the idea of monarchy has been for-
eign to America.

The third prophecy is really a 
corollary of the second: America is 
to be a land of liberty:

“And this land shall be a land of liberty 
unto the Gentiles.”

The same spirit which prompted 
that utterance prompted the founding 
of our government. In fact the two 
great keynotes to American liberty, 
The Mayflower Compact and the Pre-
amble to the Constitution breathe a 
spirit as prophetic as the book which 
predicted that things should be as 
they are. At this time when interest 
in the Pilgrim Tercentenary is keen 
we may well ponder these two great 
ducuments as the embodiment of that 
spirit vouchsafed in the Book of Mor-
mon and which has made America 
what she is.

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT.

“In the name of God, Amen. We, whose 
names are under-written—solemnly and 
mutually in the presence of God, and one 
another, covenant and combine ourselves 
together into a civill body politick—to en- 
acte. constitute, and frame such just and 
equall laws—from time to time as shall be 
thought most meete and covenient for the 
general! good of the colonie unto which we 
promise all due submission and obedience.” 

pr e a mb l e .

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

“We, die people of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect union, estab-
lish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 
provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to ourselves and our pos-
terity, do ordain and establish this Con-
stitution for the United States of America."

The fourth prophecy relative to 
America proclaims it to be a “choice 
laud.” There are so many passages 
bearing upon this point that it is hard 
to select those most significant.

“And now we can behold the decrees of 
God concerning this land, that it is a land 
of promise, and whatsoever nation shall 
possess it, shall serve God, or they shall 
be swept off when the fulness of his wrath 
shall come upon them. And the fulness 
of his wrath cometh upon them when they 
are ripened in iniquity;

“For behold, this is a land which is 
choice above all other lands; wherefore he 
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shall be swept off; for it is the everlast-
ing decree of God. And it is not until 
the fulness of iniquity among the children 
of the land, that they are swept off.”— 
Ether 2:9, 10.

“And inasmuch as ye shall keep my 
commandments ye shall prosper, and shall 
be led to a land of promise; yea, even a 
land which I have prepared for you; yea, 
a land which is choice above all other 
lands.” I Nephi 2:20.

“But, said he, notliwithstanding our 
afflictions we have obtained a land of prom-
ise, a land which is choice above all other 
lands; a land which the Lord God hath 
covenanted with me should be a land for 
the inheritance of my seed. Yea, the Lord 
hath covenanted this land unto me, and to 
my children forever; and also all those 
who should be led out of other countries 
by the hand of the Lord.” II Nephi 1:5.

“Wherefore, I will consecrate this land 
unto thy seed, and they who shall be num-
bered among thy seed, forever, for the land 
of their inheritance: for it is a choice land, 
saith God unto me, above all other lands, 
wherefore I will have all men that dwell 
thereon, that they shall worship me, saith 
God.” II Nephi 10:19.

And then finally there is that won-
derful promise contained in Ether 13: 
8-9-10.

“Wherefore the remnant of the house of 
Joseph shall be built upon this land; and 
it shall be a land of their inheritance; and 
they shall build up a holy city unto the 
Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old; and 
they shall no more be confounded, until 
the end come, when the earth shall pass 
away.

"And there shall be a new heaven and 
a new earth; and they shall be like unto 
the old, save the old have passed away, 
and all things have become new.

“And then cometh the New Jerusalem, 
and blessed are they who dwell therein, 
for it is they whose garments are white 
through the blood of the lamb; and they 
are they who are numbered among the 
remnant of the seed ot Joseph, who were 
of the house of Israel.”

Surely these are glorious promises 
—and surely America has been a glo-
riously blessed land. When we con-
sider that in three hundred years she 
has developed from that primitive 
settlement of Plymouth into one of 

the richest and finest countries in the 
world, it is easy to believe that the 
hand of the Lord has been over her. 
Her resources, her varied scenery, her 
industrial achievements, her liberty 
loving people to a number well be-
yond 100,000,000, her advancing civ-
ilization,—all these things make us 
realize that America surely is “The 
Promised Land”—“A Choice Land 
above all other Lands.”

Of course, such blessings are pre-
dicated upon the righteousness of the 
people who inhabit America. Should 
they fall into wickedness they will 
suffer the wrath of God in spite ol 
their choice habitation. We need 
only refer to such passages as those 
of the twenty-first chapter of III Ne-
phi to indicate what is possible. The 
challenge is heralded to every Lat-
ter-day Saint to preserve America as 
a favored land of the Lord—a land 
of righteousness.

OUTLINE LESSON XII.

Mary Antin’s “The Promised Land.”
Four Major Prophecies:
1. The Discovery and Settlement of 

America.
2. Her Form of Government.
3. America—a Land of Liberty.
4. America—a Choice Land.
These Promises Predicated Upon Right-

eousness.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.

1. Discuss the providence of God in pre-
serving America for these latter days.

2. Show how Columbus’ work was the 
result of inspiration.

3. Give evidences showing the religious 
devotion of the men who won the American 
Revolution.

4. Discuss the statement “Our Constitu-
tion is an inspired document.”

5. Define American liberty.
6. Why is such a liberty fundamental to 

the carrying out of the religious ideals fos-
tered in this country?

7. Give evidences that America is a 
“Choice land above all other lands.”

8. What leads you to believe that Amer-
ica will always be a favored land?




