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LESSON DEPARTMENT

Lesson 47—A Review of Outstand-
ing Characters of The Book of
Mormon

Obijective: To show through a study
of the lives of the characters of The
Book of Mormon that true great-
ness is found in a love of God and
service to one’s fellow men.
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Lesson 48—“A New Witness for
Christ”

Obijective: To show that firm testi-
monies of the divinity of Christ and
rich blessings come to those who
study The Book of Mormon with a
prayerful heart and practice its teach-
ings in their lives.

Book of Mormon Gems of Truth

Preview of Lessons for 1956-57

Leone O. Jacobs

rpHE visiting teacher messages for

the coming season (1956-57)
will conclude the six-year series
“Book of Mormon Gems of Truth.”

Messages for this year, as in pre-
vious years, are selceted from the
same material as outlined in the
theology course, thus correlating
the two. These gems of truth not
only portray the character of their
authors, but also set forth the
eternal, unchangeable principles of
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Book of Mormon prophets
were indeed inspired by the Lord
as shown by their prophecies and
teachings. Messages of scripture
dealing with important virtues and
principles of the gospel will be dis-
cussed, and their practical applica-
tion brought to our attention. The
general subjects are. on revelation—
the words of Mormon in Third
Nephi; prayer—the words of the
Savior to the multitude as given in
Third Nephi; charity—the words of
Mormon in the Book of Moroni;
sustaining authority—the words of
Mormon found in Third Nephi;

love of God—found in Fourth Ne-
phi, during the period of peace
which followed the visit of the Sav-
ior to the Nephites; laboring dili-
gently—instruction of Mormon to
his son, Moroni; faith—Mormon’s
teaching as found in the Book of
Moroni; and, last, the promise
concerning a testimony of The
Book of Mormon as given by Mo-
roni in his farewell exhortation.

This promise will insure a testi-
mony of the truthfulness of The
Book of Mormon as an added wit-
ness of the divinity of the Savior,
to anyone who meets the require-
ments stated therein.

Inasmuch as these messages are
brief and have universal appeal, they
are suitable for presentation in all
homes. It is again recommended
that visiting teachers memorize the
quotations.

The quotations and their objec-
tives are as follows:

Lesson 41. “Yea, Wo Unto Him
That Shall Deny the Revelations of
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the Lord, and That Shall Say the
Lord No Longer Worketh by Reve-
lation . . (3 Nephi 29:6).

Objective: To show that faith in
continuous revelation is essential to
a testimony of the truth of the gos-

pel.

Lesson 42. “Pray in Your Families
Unto the Father, Always in My
Name, That Your Wives and Your
Children May Be Blessed” (3 Ne-
phi 18:21).

Objective: To point out the bless-
ings that come from family prayer.

Lesson 43. “But Charity Is the Pure
Love of Christ, and It Endureth
Forever; and Whoso Is Found Pos-
sessed of It at the Last Day, It Shall
Be Well With Him” (Moroni

7:47)-

Objective: To stress the great im-
portance of developing charity.

Lesson 44. “And Wo Be Unto Him
That Will Not Hearken Unto the
Words of Jesus, and Also to Them
Whom He Hath Chosen and Sent
Among Them; For Whoso Receiv-
eth Not the Words of Jesus and
the Words of Those Whom He
Hath Sent Receiveth Not Him; and
Therefore He will Not Receive
Them at the Last Day” (3 Nephi
29:34).

Objective: To point out that heark-
ening to the words of Jesus and to
the words of those whom he has
chosen to lead the Church are re-
quired of Latter-day Saints.

Lesson 45. “And It Came to Pass
That There Was No Contention in
the Land, Because of the Love of
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God Which Did Dwell in the
Hearts of the People” (4 Nephi 1)
Objective: To give encouragement

for eliminating contention through
having the love of God in our hearts.

Lesson 46. “And Now, My Beloved
Son, Notwithstanding Their [the
Nephites’] Hardness, Let Us Labor
Diligently; For If We Should Cease
to Labor, We Should Be Brought
Under Condemnation; For We
Have a Labor to Perform Whilst in
This Tabernacle of Clay, That We
May Conquer the Enemy of All
Righteousness, and Rest Our Souls
in the Kingdom of God” (Moroni
9:6).

Objective: To remind us that we

as individuals must never cease labor-
ing to bring souls to Christ.

Lesson 47. “And What Is It That
Ye Shall Hope For? Behold | Say
Unto You That Ye Shall Have
Hope Through the Atonement of
Christ and the Power of His Resur-
rection, to Be Raised Unto Life
Eternal, and This Because of Your
Faith in Him According to the
Promise” (Moroni 7:41).

Objective: To show that faith in
Jesus Christ is the key to eternal life.

Lesson 48. “And When Ye Shall
Receive These Things, | Would
Exhort You That Ye Would Ask
God, the Eternal Father, in the
Name of Christ, If These Things
Are Not True; and If Ye Shall Ask
With a Sincere Fleart, With Real
Intent, Having Faith in Christ, He
Will Manifest the Truth of It Unto
You by the Power of the Holy
Ghost” (Moroni 10:4).

Objective: To point out that Mo-

roni's promise is certain of fulfill-
ment if prescribed conditions are met.





