Section 8

April 1829, Harmony, Pennsylvania

The Lord told Oliver he could translate ancient records in section 6, then showed him
an ancient record in section 7. Joseph said Oliver “became exceedingly anxious to have
the power to translate bestowed upon him,” so Joseph asked the Lord and received

section 8.1

In the revelation the Lord told Oliver the conditions on which he would be able to
translate. He would have to seek the necessary knowledge honestly, in faith, believing
in the Lord's promise. The Lord, in turn, would tell Oliver this knowledge in his heart
by the power of the Holy Ghost. This spirit of revelation guided Moses in leading the
children of Israel safely through the Red Sea. It was now Oliver's gift. “Apply unto it”
(D&C 8:4), the Lord commanded him.

The Lord also reminded Oliver of his other gift, the gift possessed by Moses's brother
Aaron—the gift of working with a divining rod, or, as the earliest extant manuscript

of this revelation puts it, “the gift of working with the sprout.”? It had already told
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Oliver many things and may be what the Lord alluded to in D&C 6:11-12. The Lord

affirms and validates this gift and commands Oliver not to trifle with the gift or ask

for things that he ought not.
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Original manuscript of the revelation now known
as Doctrine and Covenants 8. Image via Joseph
Smith Papers

So what should he ask for? He should
ask to know the mysteries of God. He
should ask to translate and receive
knowledge from ancient records that
have been kept hidden. The Lord would
grant these desires according to Oliver's
faith, just as he had done all along.

Means of revelation, including Oliver's
rod, Lehi's “miraculous directors,” and
Joseph's seer stones (or the brother of
Jared’s) were apparently much more
common anciently and in Joseph's day
than in ours (D&C 17:1). By 1829, when
this revelation was given, such gifts
were being questioned. Skepticism of
“means,” as the scriptures call
supernatural gifts, was beginning to be
explained 1n  naturalistic terms

instead.3

Before publishing this revelation in the
1835 Doctrine and Covenants, Joseph

took out the explicit mention of Oliver's rod and referred to it vaguely to “the gift of

Aaron” (D&C 8:6). This revelation neither denied nor discouraged either of Oliver’s

gifts, however. As commanded, Oliver did not trifle with his rod or make it known to

unbelievers (D&C 6:11). Little is known about it in our naturalistic culture. Perhaps

the equally marvelous, supernal gift of the Holy Ghost remains nearly as mysterious.

It is widely available, yet few “apply unto it” as the revelation commands (D&C 8:4).

3 See all of Alma 37. Also 1 Nephi 16:29, Mosiah 8:15-18, D&C 10:1, Joseph Smith—History 1:62.
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