
Book of Mormon Central 
https://bookofmormoncentral.org/ 

Insights, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Summer 1989) 
Editor(s): FARMS Staff 
Published by: Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies 

The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies (FARMS) existed from 1979 until 
2006, when it was formally incorporated into the Neal A. Maxwell Institute for Religious 
Scholarship. Archived by permission.

Type: Newsletter

https://bookofmormoncentral.org/


SUMMER 1989

INSIGHTS
FOUNDATIONFOR

ANCIENT RESEARCH &
MORMON STUDIES AN ANCIENT WINDOW

"...by study and also by faith." D & C 88:118

NEW MEMBERSHIP POLICY ANNOUNCED
Beginning with this Newsletter, F.A.R.M.S. announces a new membership policy. The changes affect all our readers. 

F.A.R.M.S. is preparing to move with vigor into the 1990s, and this is a good time to enhance the relationship between the 
Foundation and its members. Commencing September 1,1989, F.A.R.M.S. becomes a membership organization. All who 
have been receiving the F.A.R.M.S. Newsletter will now need to enroll as members of the Foundation in order to continue 
receiving issues of Insights. Under this new arrangement, members will enjoy an expanded list of benefits.

Regular Members who pay annual dues of $9.00 will receive these privileges and benefits:
‘Newsletter, copies of the quarterly Insights for 1990
‘Ten-year report on F.A.R.M.S.
‘15% off the retail price of any book on scriptural research (including the Collected Works of Hugh Nibley) published 

by Deseret Book or Bookcraft when ordered through F.A.R.M.S.
‘15% off the retail price of any book on scriptural research published by 

Doubleday (including the Anchor Bible Series) when ordered through F.A.R.M.S.
‘Reference Service available only to members. Up to three requests per year may be made for 

information about what has been written on any topic having to do with the Book of Mormon 
and related research

Gold Members who pay $60.00 per year or more ($50.00 are tax deductible) receive:
‘All of the benefits of regular membership, plus
*20% off the retail price of any book on scriptural research published by Deseret Book, Bookcraft, or 

Doubleday when ordered through F.A.R.M.S.
‘F.A.R.M.S. Updates (eight special reports per year on the latest in Book of Mormon research)
‘Full access to the Reference Service

Liahona Club Members who contribute $500.00 per year ($475.00 are tax deductible) receive: 
‘All the benefits of Gold members, plus 
‘Free copies of all new F.A.R.M.S. Papers, Reprints and Working Papers

Limited Membership, which includes all benefits of regular membership, is available for low-income families 
and students for $5.00 per year (no temporary missionary addresses, please).

This change in the F.A.R.M.S. membership policy coincides with our tenth anniversary. In the 80s, F.A.R.M.S. has grown 
rapidly due to the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and the generous donations of thousands of contributors and supporters. 
In the past, many have received introductory and complimentary mailings. In the future, only members will receive the Insights 
Newsletter. Your dues cover the direct operation costs of the Foundation.

Your benefits begin as soon as your membership dues are paid and continue for twelve months.
Contributions are also welcome and greatly needed to fund scriptural research as well as public services. They are tax 

deductible. Substantial contributors receive additional benefits. If you have recently contributed and wish to apply that donation 
to your membership dues for 1990, please let us know. Thanks for your support!

We invite you to move with F.A. R.M.S. into the 1990s, the Foundation’s second decade of study, faith, and service. Enroll 
as a member of the Foundation by using the attached order form today.

The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies is a 
nonprofit research and educational organization dedicated to the 
study of ancient scripture. Your tax-deductible contributions 
enable F.A^.MS, to sponsor and coordinate a wide range of research 
projects that enhance our understanding of these sacred writings.
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COVENANTS AND RELIGIOUS 
VALIDITY

The text of Richard L. Anderson’s 
1988 first annual Book of Mormon Lec
ture is now available. Entitled “Reli
gious Validity: The Sacramental Cove
nants in 3 Nephi,” this paper demon
strates the covenantal nature of the 
teachings of Christ in the New and Old 
Testaments, a crucial feature of doc
trine that was lost in the Apostasy. 
Anderson explores the essential re
quirements of obedience involved in the 
“New Covenant” established by Jesus 
inthe NewTestament, andthendemon- 
strates subtle and consistent similari
ties between the New Testament Greek 
and the doctrine of Christ in 3 Nephi. He 
discusses baptismal covenants and the 
sacramental liturgy, historically and 
doctrinally, and contrasts the role of 
oaths and promises in the gospel with 
incongruous notions of grace and mere 
fellowship that predominate in the typi
cal Christian sacrament. By restoring 
the original intent, the Book of Mormon 
shows itself to be historically and relig
iously valid, and points the way to get
ting “nearer to God than by any other 
book.”

ARMOR IN THE BOOK OF 
MORMON

The types of armor used in various 
civilizations are determined by a combi
nation of technology, natural resources, 
economy, military practices, and artistic 
conventions. Although there are few 
detailed descriptions of armor in the 
Book of Mormon, the basic pattern can 
be outlined and is quite unlike the armor 
of Western Europe. As discussed by 
William Hamblin, Book of Mormon 
armor consisted of thick clothing, skins, 
breastplates, shields, and head plates. 
Based on internal and archaeological 
evidence, it seems certain that most of 
this armor was made from cloth, leather, 
wood, and stone. Metal armor is men
tioned only once (Mosiah 8:10) and 
probably refers to metal plates attached 
to a leather, cloth, orwooden base, and 
would have been worn only by the elites. 
When the Book of Mormon descriptions 
of armor are compared with biblical 

descriptions and with the armor used in 
Mesoamerica, we find that the Book of 
Mormon differs from biblical descrip
tions in precisely the same places 
where Mesoamerican armor differs 
most from ancient Near Eastern armor.

TEMPLE BIBLIOGRAPHY
Temple worship and service were 

common elements in ancient Near 
Eastern societies. Connected with the 
temple system were various ritual prac
tices. Present-day scholars find fasci
nation and mystery while studying these 
sanctuaries and their environs, and 
seem never to exhaust the possibilities 
in writing about new discoveries.

For those interested in the study of 
ancient temples, an extensive LDS and 
scholarly bibliography is now available. 
The bibliography, prepared by Donald 
W. Parry, Stephen Ricks and John 
Welch, contains some 3,000 entries — 
books, monographs, articles, and pa
pers. Subjects include temples of 
Greece, Egypt, Palestine, the Roman 
Empire, Syria, and Mesopotamia, and 
such related topics as mountains as 
temples, sacred space, sacrificial or
ders, ritual, ceremonial vestments, ini
tiation, and kingship.

GADIANTON ROBBERS AS 
GUERRILLA WARRIORS

Guerrilla warfare has become de
pressingly familiar to us from places like 
China, Nicaragua, Angola, Cuba, Ko
rea, the Spanish Sahara, Vietnam, and 
Afghanistan. Although guerrilla tactics 
have received much attention and 
achieved notable success in the so- 
called “Cold War,” they are not really 
new. On the contrary, they can be iden
tified in ancient times—and the Book of 
Mormon provides a particularly clear 
example of them. Daniel Peterson’s 
insightful paper analyzes incidents from 
the book of Helaman and the first part of 
3 Nephi in the light of the writings of Mao 
Tsetung, Ernesto “Che” Guevara, and 
Vo Nguyen Giap, three of the most 
expert (and notorious) theoretician

practitioners of guerrilla warfare. He A 
finds that the Book of Mormon, although® 
published a full century before the ear
liest modern guerrilla experiments, de
scribes the rise and fall of a Gadianton 
guerrilla campaign precisely along the 
lines that extensive modern experience 
would predict. How could a New York 
farm boy have made this up? Peterson 
asks.

OFFICE STAFF NEWS
In July, Janet Twigg moved to Ohio. 

We will miss her loyal and valuable 
service as our Office Manager.

Brenda Miles, who has worked su
perbly for F.A.R.M.S. for over 3 years, 
has become our new Office Secretary.

Donald W. Parry, a Ph.D. candidate 
in Hebrew at the University of Utah, who 
has recently returned from the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, has begun full- 
time work as our new Office and Re-
search Manager.

If you would like their help, contact^ 
Don or Brenda at P.O. Box 7113, Uni-®p 
versify Station, Provo, UT 84602, or
(801) 378-3295.

DONORS

In our fiscal year just ended, 
F.A.R.M.S. received voluntary dona
tions from 1330 individuals. A special 
thanks goes to the following who gave 
between $500 and $5,000 this year. 
Your support makes the work of the 
Foundation possible!

Iris Orton (Springville, UT)
Alan Ashton (Orem, UT)
Roger & Virginia Galland (Provo, UT) 
John D. Chamberlin (Provo, UT)
Hugh C. Smith (Orem, UT)
Edward D. Smith (Las Vegas, NV)
Dr. and Mrs. Victor Werlhof (Sacramento, 

CA)
Edwin & Leah Battson Foundation (SLC, 

UT)
John Carmack (SLC, UT)
J. Robert Driggs (Provo, UT)
Russell & Christie Frandsen (La Canada, 

CA)
Wallace E. Hunt (Northridge, CA)
William Jex (Spanish Fork, UT)
Doyle and Madelyn Udy (Fort Collins, CO) 
Einar C. Erickson (Hurricane, UT)
Richard L. Smith (SLC, UT)
Charles Randall Paul (Phoenix, AZ)
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Return to F.A.R.M.S., P.O. Box 7113, University Station, Provo, UT 84602, (801) 378-3295
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Membership Dues (Select One):

Regular Membership............................................................................................................... $9.00
Gold Membership ................................................................................................................. $60.00
Liahona Club Membership...................................................................................................... $500.00
Limited Membership (students and low-income families)................................................... $5.00

Totals

Catalog 
Number New Titles Qty Unit 

Price

AND-89 Anderson, Richard L., “Religious Validity: The Sacramental Covenants 
in 3 Nephi,” 1st Annual F.A.R.M.S. Book of Mormon Lecture (1988), 58 pp. $3.50

HAM-89 Hamblin, William, “Armor in the Book of Mormon,” 30 pp. $1.75

PRW-89 Parry, Don, Stephen Ricks, and John Welch, “Temples Bibliography,” 105 pp. $6.00

PET-89 Peterson, Daniel C., “The Gadianton Robbers as Guerrilla Warriors,” 24 pp. $1.50

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE!! 
While Quantities Last

Catalog 
Number Titles Orig. 

Price Qty. Sale 
Price

CHA-78 Charlesworth, “Messianism in the Pseudepigrapha and Book of Mormon” $2.00 $1.00
CLO-85 Cloward, “Sermon on the Mount in the JST” $2.00 $1.00

BdAV-86 Davies, “Reflections on the Mormon Canon” $.75 $.50
"eNG-82 Enqland, “Throuqh the Arabian Desert” $.75 $.40

ENS-86 Ensign, “Six Book of Mormon Scholars” $1.50 $.75
HAM-85 Hamblin, “Handheld Weapons in the Book of Mormon” $3.00 $1.75
HAM-87 Hamblin, "The Bow and Arrow in the Book of Mormon” $2.00 $1.25
JOH-52 Johnson, “Men and Elephants in America” $.50 $.40
KIM Kimball, “Speeches about the Book of Mormon” $1.75 $1.00
MIT-83 Mitchell, "Ordeal by Water” $1.75 $1.00
NOR-83 Norman, “San Lorenzo as the Jaredite City of Lib” $.50 $.40
PER-84 Perkins, "Francis W. Kirkham: A New Witness for the Book of Mormon” $.50 $.30
REV-88 F.A.R.M.S., Review of Books on the Book of Mormon $5.00 $4.00
RIC Richards, “Speeches about the Book of Mormon” $1.50 $1.00
ROB-OO Roberts, "A Nephite's Commandments to His Three Sons” $1.00 $.50
ROB-04 Roberts, “Bible Quotations in the Book of Mormon" $.75 $.50
SMI Smith, "Talks and Writings about the Book of Mormon” $1.50 $.75
SOR-82a Sorenson, "A Reconsideration of Early Metal in Mesoamerica” $.50 $.40
SP-ISA Sperry, “The Isaiah Problem In the Book of Mormon” $.50 $.40
UND-84 Underwood, “Book of Mormon Usage in Early LDS Theology” $2.00 $1.50
WEL-86a Welch, “The Nephite Sacrament Prayers” $1.75 $1.00
WGH-87A Welch, Gillum, Hofer, “Book of Mormon Bibliography, by Author” $5.25 $3.00
WGH-87S Welch, Gillum, Hofer, “Book of Mormon Bibliography, by Subject” $5.00 $3.00
RCK-88 Ricks, “Book of Mormon: Wide Margin Edition,” $7.00 Binder FREE $24.95 $17.95

Visa or MasterCard Card No. Exp. Date To

Cardholder’s Signature Phone # T°

Name

tai of Items Above:

tai Discount Book
Purchases (from 
back page or attach list) 

ndling/Mailing Charges (if 
ordering books or articles)

rotai

B Ha
Address

City State Zip 1

$2.00



DISCOUNT ON BOOKS
This is just a sampling of the books available from Deseret Book, Bookcraft, and Doubleday. You can order these titl«H 

or other books related to scriptural research through us for 15% or 20% off the retail price depending on your membership statu^^ 
as explained on the front page. If you would like to order any books not listed here, please attach a separate list.

oiv, DESERET BOOK
____An Ancient American Setting for the Book of Mormon, Sorenson 
____Approach to the Book of Mormon, vol. 6, CWHNibley 
____Book of Isaiah: A New Translation, Gileadi
____Companion to Your Study of the Book of Mormon, Ludlow
____Concordance to the Doctrine and Covenants, Bluth
____Discourses of Brigham Young, Widtsoe
____Discourses of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Burton
____Enoch the Prophet, vol. 2, CWHNibley
____Ensign to All People, Nyman
____Eternal Man, Madsen
____Eyewitness Accounts of the Restoration, Backman
____Feasting upon the Word, Packard
____Finding Christ through the Book of Mormon, Black
____Heroes of the Book of Mormon (book and tape), Gabbott
____How We Got the Bible, Read
____Isaiah: Prophet, Seer, Poet, Ludlow
____Joseph Smith’s New Translation, Herald House
____Keys to Successful Scripture Study, Horton
____Lectures on Faith, Joseph Smith
____Lehi in the Desert/There Were Jaredites, vol. 5, CWHNibley 
____Millennial Messiah, McConkie
____Mormonism and Early Christianity, vol. 4, CWHNibley
____Mortal Messiah, Book 1, McConkie
____Mortal Messiah, Book 2, McConkie
____Mortal Messiah, Book 3, McConkie
____Mortal Messiah, Book 4, McConkie
____New Witness for the Articles of Faith, McConkie
____Old Testament and Related Studies, vol. 1, CWHNibley
____Our Sisters in the Latter-day Scriptures, Hurd
____Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, Jessee
____Promised Messiah, McConkie
____Prophet Joseph, Porter/Black
____Prophetic Book of Mormon, vol. 8, CWHNibley
____Revelations of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Cook
____Since Cumorah, vol. 7, CWHNibley
____Studies in Scripture: vol. 7, Nephi to Alma 29, Jackson 
____Studies in Scripture, vol. 8: Alma 30-Moroni, Jackson 
____Things As They Really Are, paperback, Maxwell
____Understanding Paul, Anderson
____Understanding the Scriptures, Bennion
____Unlocking the Old Testament, Ludlow
____We Talk of Christ, We Rejoice in Christ, Maxwell
____Why the King James Version (Classics ed.), Clark
____World and the Prophets, vol. 3, CWHNibley

Retail Price

16.95
17.95
19.95
12.95
10.95
19.95
17.95
15.95
8.95
4.95

10.95
7.95
8.95
9.95
8.95

13.95
16.00
13.95
6.95

16.95
17.95
16.95
16.95
16.95
16.95
16.95
19.95
15.95
9.95

19.95
17.95
17.95
18.95
13.95
16.95
15.95
15.95
4.95

10.95
6.95
8.95

10.95
7.95

15.95

otv. BOOKCRAFT £
____Apocryphal Writings and the Latter-day Saints, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Believing Heart: Four Essays on Faith, Hafen
____Book of Mormon Authorship, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Book of Mormon: First Nephi, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Book of Mormon, Second Nephi, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Book of Mormon: The Keystone Scripture, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Building Faith with the Book of Mormon, Pearson/Bankhead 
____By Grace Are We Saved, Millet
____Capstone of Our Religion: Insights into D&C, Millet, Dahl 
____Christ and the Inner Life, Madsen

Doctrinal Commentary on the BofM, Vol. 1, McConkie/Millet 
Doctrinal Commentary on the BofM, Vol. 2, McConkie/Millet 
Doctrine & Covenants by Themes, Welch 
Doctrine & Covenants Encyclopedia, Brewster 
Doctrines of the Restoration, Mark McConkie

____Gospel Symbolism, J. F. McConkie 
____“Great Are the Words of Isaiah,” Nyman 
____Holy Temple, Packer
____ Isaiah and the Prophets, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Literature of Belief, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Miracle of Forgiveness, Kimball 
____"Not My Will, But Thine,” Maxwell 
____Parables of Jesus the Messiah, Howick 
____Paul’s Life and Letters, Sperry 
____Reflections on Mormonism, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Sermons Not Spoken, Maxwell 
____Sustaining and Defending the Faith, McConkie/Millet 
____Teachings of EzraTaft Benson, Benson 
____Temple in Antiquity, BYU Relig. St. Ctr. 
____Temples in the Last Days, Derrick 
____Temples to Dot the Earth, Cowan 
____Truth about “The God Makers," Scharffs

Words of Joseph Smith, BYU Relig. St. Ctr.

DOUBLEDAY
Anchor Bible Series-inquire for further information

Total

Less 15% or 20% Discount 
(See Front Page)

Total Discount Book Purchases
(Put this Total on other side of this 

Order Form)

FOUNDATION FOR 
ANCIENT RESEARCH 
& MORMON STUDIES 
P.O. Box 7113 University Station 
Provo, UT, 84602
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