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33*0 UAS Expedit ion  Finds New Evidence on B o u n t i f u l . The UAS ex
p e d i t io n  to Cen tra l  America , heeded by Soc iety  p re s id en t  M.
W e l ls  Jakeman ( see  l e s t  N e w s le t t e r ,  3 2 ,0 ) ,  lias d i scovered  im
po r tan t  new evidence b e a r in g  on the lo c a t io n  o f  the c i t y  Boun
t i f u l  o f  the Book o f  Mormon. According to a recent post  card  
from Dr. Jakeman, the group had ju s t  returned  from the ru ins  
o f  C e r r i l l o s  in the h ea r t  o f  the Xica lango ju n g le ,  the same 
area  exp lo red  by him in 19^8 (August 23, 195^, N e w s le t t e r ,
22.02) . The p a r ty  planned to le ave  immedia-t e iy  f o r  the mid
d l e  Usumacintr R iver  f o r  e x p lo ra t io n  and excavation  in  what 
i s  b e l i e v e d  to be the re g ion  o f  Zarrhemla ( i b i d . , 22 .03 ) .

33*00 T ra n s fe r  of Lehi Stone D e l ry ed . The t r a n s f e r  of  the
Lehi T r e e - o f - L i f e  Stone from Xzapa to the N a t io n a l  Museum w i l l  
be de layed ,  w r i t e s  Dr. Jakeman in  a.n e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  from Mexico 
C i t y .  Tlie c i t i z e n s  of  the nearby town o f  Tapachula have sud
denly  deve loped a zea lous  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  in  the ru ins  
and the s t e l a .  There has been strong  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a in s t  the 
government1s e f f o r t s  to remove i t .  O f f i c i a l s  are  working to 
m o l l i f y  l o c a l  resentment and complete the p r o j e c t .

33*01 P resen ts  Drawing . While in  Mexico C i t y ,  Dr. Jakeman
p re sen ted  a l a r g e  photograph of  h i s  a c t u a l - s i z e  drawing o f  
the Leh i  Stone ( s e e  December 9 N e w s le t t e r ,  31*11) to Dr.
Eduardo Noguera,  D i r e c to r  of  P reh ispan ic  Monuments o f  Mexico,  
in  b e h a l f  o f  the UAS. Dr. Noguera g r e a t l y  a p p rec ia ted  the g i f t  
i t  w i l l  e v en tu a l ly  be mounted a lo n g s id e  the monument, i t  i s  
expected .  He ag reed ,  " th a t  the s t e l a  was an extremely impor
tant  d i s c o v e r y , "  and was " i n t r i g u e d "  by the Near Eastern p a r a l 
l e l s  which the BYU p r o f e s s o r  po in ted  out.

By arrangement w i th  the Mexican government, the UAS paid  
the cost  of t r a n s f e r r i n g  the Lehi Stone from Xr.apr to the N a t 
i o n a l  Museum f o r  i t s  p ro t e c t io n  and to make i t  a v a i l a b l e  to 
students  and t o u r i s t s  ( s e e  September 22 N e w s le t t e r ,  29 . 0 ) .

The Izapa  scu lp tu re  was i d e n t i f i e d  by Dr. Jakeman in 1951 
as a p o r t r a y a l  o f  the Book o f  Mormon arophet  L e h i1s v i s i o n  o f  
the Tree of  L i f e  ( I  Nephi 3; see 3u11e t in  No. March, 1953) •

33*1 Archaeo logy  Ten Years  Old a t  BYU. Ten yea rs  ago th is  month 
the f i r s t  c l a s s  in  a rchaeo logy  was taught at  the BYU.

Tuesday, March 26, 19^6, at  9:00 AM, some 59 students  
met in  Room 350 o f  the B r im h r l l  B u i ld in g  to hear  Dr. M. Wel ls
Jadccman g i v e  the f i r s t  l e c t u r e  of  h i s  c l a s s on "Archae o1o gv



and the Book o f  Mormon." The c l a s s  c a r r i e d  two quarte r -hours  
of  academic c r e d i t  and net  on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

A c h a i r  o f  a rchaeo logy  had been c rea ted  and Dr. Jakeman 
named to f i l l  i t ,  the preced ing  autumn. On December 13, 19^6, 
archaeo logy  was set  up as a r e g u l a r  academic department.
Since the f i r s t  c l a s s ,  about b300 students have pressed through  
courses  taught by fou r  f a c u l t y  members and f i v e  graduate  a s s 
i s t a n t s  .

Members o f  tha.t p ionee r  archaeo logy  c l a s s  o f  19 -̂6 inc lude  
C la rk  S. Knowlton and Ross T. Chr is tensen ,  UAS gene ra l  o f f i 
c e r s ,  and M. C a r l  Gibson, 1955 d i r e c t o r  o f  the BYU Archaeo
l o g i c a l  and C u l tu r a l  Tour o f  Mexico (August 10 N ew s le t t e r ,  
2 8 .5 ) .  The c l a s s  i n s t r u c t o r ,  Dr. M. Wel ls  Ja.koman, founded  
the UAS in  I 9 L9 and has s ince  served  as i t s  p re s id e n t .

33.2 A rch aeo lo gy : I t s  S i g n i f i c a n c e  to the L a t t e r -d a y  Sa in t ,  by
A l f r e d  L .  Bush. In l 8 L l  John L loyd  Stephens returned  to New 
York from Centra l  America, the d i s c o v e re r  o f  a "new wor ld  
w ith in  the New W or ld " .  In  the same year  he pub l ished  h i s  
m agn i f icen t  In c id en ts  o f  T rave l  . . . and America was aware
th a t ,  not only a new w o r ld ,  but a l s o  a new sc ience - -American  
a rch aeo lo gy— had come in to  ex is ten ce .

America was charmed by Mr. Stephens, h i s  books, and th i s  
new sc ience .  Tire books went through ten ed i t io n s  w i th in  three  
months, and c h a t t e r  o f  Copin f i l l e d  many a V ic to r i a n  p a r l o r .  
But o f  a l l  th is  f a s c in a t e d  America, i t  i s  d o u b t fu l  that any 
group o f  peop le  was more in t e n s e ly  in t e r e s t e d  than were the 
L a t t e r -d a y  S a in t s .  The LDS p e r i o d i c a l s  ran e d i t o r i a l s  and 
Mormon tongues spoke o f  Stephens and h i s  d i s c o v e r i e s  w ith  ex
c i t e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

Time, hard  work, and the c a r e f u l  s ch o la r sh ip  o f  Stephen’ s 
successo rs  have matured American archaeo logy  in to  d i s t i n 
gu ished  p a r tn e r sh ip  w ith  the most r e s p e c t a b le  o f  sc iences .  
Though archaeo logy  i s  not now so f r e q u e n t ly  the m a te r ia l  f o r  
e c s t a t i c  d inner  conve rsa t ion  i t  was in  Stephen 's  time, i t  i s  
s t i l l  a word o f  s p e c i a l  connotat ion  and f a m i l i a r i t y  to the 
L a t t e r -d a y  S a in t .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  the i n t e r e s t  o f  many o f  us 
has d im inished  ra.ther than p ro g re s sed  a.long w ith  the advance  
o f  the sc ience ;  and few o f  us have thought beyond th i s  s u r 
f a c e  i n t e r e s t  to the r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  archaeo logy  ho lds  f o r  
u s .

Even more d i s c o n c e r t in g ,  however, i s  to detect  a t in ge  
of  m is t ru s t  in  some Mormons o f  so amiab le  a p a r tne r  as a rch 
aeo lo gy .  I  suspect th i s  m is t ru s t  has a t r a c e a b le  genea logy :  
many a.n impetuous Mormon w ith  l e s s  pa t ien ce  than enthusiasm  
has i n d i s c r im in a t e ly  grasped  the hand o f  some pseudo or super 
f i c i a l  aspect  o f  a rchaeo logy  and attempted, to drag  i t  compul
s o r i l y  to a speedy v in d i c a t i o n  o f  every Mormon c la im . Any 
p ie c e  o f  anc ien t  hand-wrought s tone ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  i t s  r e l e 
vancy o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  wss pounced upon as f i n a l  p roo f  of  
Mormon a l l e g a t i o n .  I t  i s  l i t t l e  wonder that  th ink ing  L a t t e r -  
day Sa in ts  soon r a i s e d  a su sp ic iou s  brow at  such t a c t i c s .
But g r e a t  damage can be done by c a r ry in g  th is  m is t ru s t  of  
incompetent d i l e t t a n t i s m  in to  a m is t ru s t  of  the sc ience  o f  
archaeo logy  i t s e l f .



33.20 Conf irm s . Archaeology  i s  the g r e a t  r e t r i e v e r  of the 
pas t ;  i t  i s  that sc ience  which "seeks to recover  the l o s t  
pages o f  man's h i s t o r y  through the evidence o f  the ac tua l  
remains of  h i s  ea.rly c i v i l i z a t i o n . "  Among the va lues  which 
j u s t i f i e d  i t s  ad d i t io n  to the curr icu lum of Brigham Young 
U n iv e r s i t y  ten yea rs  ago,  the l i g h t  which i t  has to shed up
on s c r ip tu r e  was pre -em inent .  But th is  va lue  should not be 
confused w ith  the t iunose  o f  the sc ience .  I t  i s  not designed  
to prove the au th e n t ic i ty  o f  the B i b l e  or the Book o f  Mormon 
or anything  e l s e .  Such an aim would p rec lude  i t s  be ing  a 
sc ience ;  f o r  sc ience  seeks o b j e c t i v e  t ru th ,  not p roo f  to sup
po r t  a.ny p a r t i c u l a r  b e l i e f .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  as re sea rch  in  
b i b l i c a l  archaeo logy  has so ’♦ r i l l i a . n t l y  shown, the sc ience  
i s  in  a. p o s i t i o n ,  to confirm the s c r ip tu r e s  by producing the 
ac tu a l  m a te r ia l  remains o f  t h e i r  ancient  c i v i l i z a t i o n s .

There a.-e those who t e l l  us tha.t we ought to walk by 
fa . ith  a lon e :  that we should not- seek f u l l  knowledge. They 
b e l i e v e  that  the Lord w i l l  not permit archaeo log ice . l  or any 
other  p ro o f  o f  the s c r ip tu r e s  to come f o r t h ,  f o r  they say 
that  by so doing He would d e f e a t  the purpose of  th is  earth  
as a.n e s ta te  to t e s t  by f a i t h .  This d e n ia l  o f  our r i g h t  to 
i n v e s t i g a t e  i s  a r ep u d ia t ion  o f  our o b l i g a t i o n  to seek that  
t ru th  which we are  promised s h a l l  make us f r e e .  Paul t e l l s  
us that  we should have a reason f o r  the f a i t h  that  i s  in us;  
the Doctr ine  and Covenants teaches that  f a i t h  i s  but a means 
to an end— an end whose g l o r y  i s  l i g h t  and t ru th ;  and Alma 
deve lops  the jfcheme that  knowledge i s  the j u s t  and l o g i c a l  f r u 
i t i o n  o f  fa . i th .  Knowledge i s  the reward f o r  f a i t h .

Xf i t  were the L o rd 1 s purpose to keep these th ings  h id 
den from u s ,  why d id  the Prophet Joseph Smith, two yea rs  b e 
f o r e  h i s  martyrdom, not o n h  approve o f ,  but  a l so  attempt to 
b r in g  f o r t h  a r c h a e o lo g i c a l  knowledge? I t  was then that he 
wrote  an ed i to r ia . l  concern ing  the current  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  John 
L loyd  Stephens in  Cen tra l  America and, - a f t e r  sp ecu la t in g  on 
t h e i r  connection w i th  Book o f  Mormon p e o p l e s , s a id  that "He

Lo rd ]  w i l l  biring eve ry th ing  in to  judgment whether i t  be 
or whether i t - b e  e v i l ;  yea ,  everv sec re t  thing

[ the
good or whether i t - b e  e v i l ;  yea ,  everv sec re t  th in g ,  and they 
s h a l l  be r e v e a le d  upon the house t o p s . " He then added: " I t
w i l l  not be a. bad p lan  to compare Mr. S tephen 's  ru ined  c i t i e s  
w ith  those in  the Book o f  Mormon: l i g h t  c le ave s  to l i g h t ,  and 
f a c t s  a re  supported  by f a c t s *  ( Times and Seasons . V o l .  I l l ,  
No. 23, October  1, lSb-2) . E lsewhere the Lord in s t r u c t s  the  
S a in ts  to " .  . . seek l e a r n in g ,  even by study and a l s o  by
f a i t h *  and to become informed "o f  th ings  both in  heaven and 

er.rth, and under the earth ;  th ings  which have been,  
which a r e ,  th ings  which must sh o r t ly  come to pass ;  
which are  a t  home, th ings  which a re  abroad; the wars

in  the 
th ings

(D.

th ings
and the p e r p l e x i t i e s  of  n a t io n s ,  and the judgments 
on the land ;  and a knowledge a l s o  o f  c o u n t r ie s  and 
- - t h a t  ye may be p repared  in  a l l  th ings  .
79-30, 113 ) .

And a s id e  from L a t t e r -d a y  Sa.ints, who 
bors  who a re  not of  our f a i th ?  I s  i t  not 
umon a l l  the re sou rces  o f  sc ience  to helm

waxen, 
o f  k i  n 
& C. 3

arc
■;doms

t about our ne igh -  
worth w h i le  to c a l l  
us b r in g  them to an



understanding  of  the Gospel? The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  which archae
o logy  o f f e r s  the m iss ionary  are  g r e a t .  Almost d a i l y ,  news 
comes to us o f  some d i s c o v e r  in  archaeo logy  which bears  upon 
the c la ims o f  the B ib l e  and the Book o f  Mormon. Sure ly  we 
are  not to c lo s e  our eyes w h i le  g e n t i l e  s cho la rs  excavate the 
ru in s  o f  Book o f  Mormon c i t i e s  and remain s i l e n t  as they a t 
tempt to so lve  the mystery o f  the peop le  who b u i l t  them, in  
order  that  the w o r ld  may b e l i e v e  by f a i t h  a lone .

33.21 E lu c i d a t e s . But even more important to L a t t e r -d a y
S a in ts  than archaeo logy  * s con f i rm at ion  o f  the s c r ip tu r e s ,  i s  
i t s  con tr ibu t io f i  to t h e i r  e lu c id a t i o n .  We accept the s c r i p 
tu res  as t ru e ,  but  can i t  be supposed that  we f u l l y  understand  
them? I f  Nephi s a id ,  " . . .  there  i s  none other  peop le  that  
understand the th ings  which were spoken unto the Jews . . .
save i t  be that they are  taught a f t e r  the manner of  the th ings  
o f  the Jew s , "  does i t  not behoove us to study the th ings  o f  
the Jews? Dr. John A, Widtsoe w rote  that "the gospe l  o f  Jesus  
C h r i s t  comprehends a l l  o ther  knowledge. I t  i n v i t e s  the deep
est  study and the seve re s t  s c ru t in y .  In r e l i g i o n  as in  sc ien ce ,  
the more a sub jec t  i s  s tud ied  the more p e r f e c t  i s  our knowledge  
of i t .  Our certe . inty  o f  the t ru th  o f  a sub jec t  does not nec
e s s a r i l y  depend upon our knowledge, but comprehensiveness o f  
understand ing  unquestiona-bly in c r e a s e s  as knowledge g ro w s . "
We shou ld ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  take advantage o f  the opportunity  p r e 
sented bv a rchaeo logy  to in c re a s e  our understand ing  o f  these  
sacred  w r i t i n g s .

Archaeo logy  in  the time o f  i t s  b i r t h  gave us the Book of  
Abra-ham. In  i t s  in fancy  Joseph Smith r e a l i z e d  i t s  f a r - r e a c h 
in g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  and a.s e d i t o r  o f  the Nauvoo Times and Sea
sons he c o n t in u a l l y  b rought  to the a t ten t io n  of  the Sa in ts  
the cu r ren t  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  the newborn s c ien ce ,  ( i n  h i s  words )  
to " a s s i s t  the La.tter -day  Saaints in  e s t a b l i s h in g  the Book o f  
Mormon as a r e v e l a t i o n  from God."  In the time of  i t s  a d o le s 
cence, under Brigham Young’ s encouragement, i n t e r e s t  in the  
sc ience  wa.s s t im u la ted  by the maintenance o f  the Doseret Mus
eum. In 19^6, as a mature s c i e n c e ,  a rchaeo logy  has been g iven  
an o rgan ized  p l a c e  in  the Church program w ith  the estab l ishment  
o f  the Department of  Archr eo logy  a t  Brigham Young U n iv e r s i t y  
( s e e  above ,  3 3 .1 ) .

The next step  can be taken only  when L a t t e r -d a y  Sa in ts  
everywhere re cogn ize  the worth ,  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and im p l ic a t ion s  
which a rchaeo logy  ho lds  f o r  each o f  them. When they f e e l  
t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n  to seek knowledge and to keep t h e i r  minds 
open to t ru th  r e v ea led  through sc ience  as w e l l  .as t ru th  tha t 
comes by other  means— when they recogn ize  archaeo logy  as a 
t o o l  which they can, and shou ld ,  use a c t i v e l y  and p r o f i t a b l y  
in  b u i l d i n g  God’ s kingdom on the e a r th ,

Soc ie ty  A l t e r s  Recording o f  Membership. In  order  to stream
l i n e  i t s  bookkeeping ,  the UAS has converted  to a new method 
of  r e co rd in g  membershi” s/

In the f u t u r e ,  a.ll memberships w i l l  b eg in  on e i th e r  o f  
two d a t e s :  January 1 or Ju ly  1. The e x p i r a t io n  dates o f  a l l  
memberships now in  f o r c e  have been extended in  each case to

33.3



the neares t  o f  these two da te s .  A l l  new memberships rece ived  
h e r e a f t e r  w i l l  be recorded  as commencing e i th e r  January 1 or  
July  1, whichever i s  the nea re r .  The next renewal not ices  
w i l l  be mailed about June 1. Renewal f e e s  which have a l ready  
been rece ived  th i s  year  w i l l  e n t i t l e  the sender to continuous  
membership to Ju ly  1, 1957.

Prev ious  to th is  change, membership continued to the an
n iv e r s a ry  of  the f i r s t  payment o f  f o e s ,  and renewal not ices  
were prepared  and mailed  about the 15th o f  ever-”- mor.t1'

This  new p r a c t i c e  was made necessary  by the c rea t ion  o f  
the new membership ca tegory  of  Research Patron at the l a s t  
Annual Business  Meeting o f  the Soc ie ty  (December 9 N e w s l e t t e r , 
31.20)>  A l s o ,  i t  i s  expected that  i t  w i l l  reduce the l a b o r  
of  sending out renesr.!  n o t i c e s .

33 Car,mi s Chr.pt cr Tours Museums ♦ On February 11, about 15 mem
be rs  and guests  o f  the Campus Chapter (BYU) v i s i t e d  archa eo-  
log ica . l  museums in  S a l t  Lake C ity  and L e h i , Utah.

T ie  group was gu ided  through the Museum of  Anthropology  
o f  the Univers it j/  o f  Utah by Jamies H. Gunnerson, d i r e c t o r  o f  
the Stc tewide Archaeologica.1 Survey o f  Utah and e d i t o r  o f  the 
n e w s l e t t e r , Utah Archaeo logy  (September 22 N e w s le t t e r ,  2 9 .5 ) .  
T ie  group a l so  v i s i t e d  the museum in  the Bureau o f  In formation  
a t  Temple Square.  In L o h i , Mr. John Hutchings showed the 
chapter  h i s  p r i v a t e  museum, which has r e s u l t e d  from s c i e n t i f i c  
excavat ions  in Utah V a l l e y  s ince  1911 and exchanges o f  a n t i 
q u i t i e s  from other  states*. T ie  excurs ion  was l e d  by Robert R. 
B e i s l i l i n e ,  chapter  p r e s id e n t .

S l i d e s  Shown at  Chicago E x h i b i t . 
a r c h a e o lo g i c a l  ru in  in  Peru taken bp 
i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  o f  A rchaeo logy  at  - 
nect ion  w ith  a month-long oxh ib i i

. J i i  ' A  Ouoioreci
Ross T. Chr is tensen ,  a s s -  

3YU, w i l l  be shown in con-  
t the Art  I n s t i t u t e  of

Ch icago .
Tw en ty - f iv e  Kodachrome t r an sp a ren c ie s  were taken by Mr. 

Chris tenson  in  1950 a t  the ru in s  o f  Pa.namarca in the Nopera
r r ' s  re s e a rch  in  the a rchae -  

a Pan-American F e l low .
P. Schaedel o f  the Ya le

v a l l e y  du r ing  the course  of a ye 
o logy  o f  the north  coas t  o f  Peru  
They were requested  by Dr. Richard
U n iv e r s i t y  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Human R e la t i o n s  
e x h i b i t  in  the Chicago i n s t i t u t e  o f  a s 
p a in t in g s  d is cove red  bv him at

re sen t  w h i l e  excavc.tion of
e x h ib i t  i s  scheduled to run 
C h r i s t e n so n 1 s t r r  nssr rer.ciec  

fconatic v iew er  on a g ro u n d -g la s s  
ten -second  i n t e r v a l s .

a f e a tu r e  o f  h i s
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Other important excavat ions  have  
been completed near A ca la ,  w h i le  the  
G r i j a l v a  R iver  has been r e c o n n o i t e r -  
ed to the Guatemalan bo rd e r .

Work at  the Chiapa de Corzo 
s i t e  r evea led  more than 50 mounds 
dat inp  from the f i r s t  century BC to 
about 300 AD, about 15 b u r i a l s ,  
over 100,000 po tsherds ,  and what are  
probab ly  the e a r l i e s t  d i scove red  
s t ru c tu re s  o f  cut stone in  southern  
Mesoamerica, The s i t e  was ev id en t ly  
abandoned around 300 AD and la y  un
occupied u n t i l  a f t e r  the C la s s i c  
p e r io d .  (Th is  date  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n t e r e s t  when compared w i th  the  
Book o f  Mormon c la im  [Mormon 2] that  
the Nephites  abandoned the Land 
Southward about 350 AD . )

L a t e r ,  the p;roup worked at  
Puerto Mexico, ac ross  the r i v e r  from 
A ca la ,  and there  d iscove red  some 15 
l a t e  C la s s i c  mounds w ith  the t y p i c a l  
r e c t a n g u la r  arrangement and b a l l  
c o u r t .

The NWAF field staff following a 
day of work at Chiapa de Corzo. 
From left to right: Messrs. Lowe, 
Madison, Warren, Heinrich Berlin 
(field director), Allen, and 
Eduardo Martinez (topographer).

The ^roup a l s o  conducted exten
s iv e  reconnaissance  o f  the G r i j a l v a  
River  from Chiapa de Corzo near ly  to 
the Guatemalan b o rd e r ,  l o c a t in g  over a 
dozen p r e - C l a s s i c  (Book o f  Mormon p e r 
io d )  s i t e s  and numerous l a t e  ones.
The Foundation p lanned to beyin  exca
v a t io n  February 19 at  Finca Lacuna in  
an area  con ta in ing  co n s id e ra b le  p r e -  
C la s s i c  m a te r ia l  near Comitdn.

At Christmas, Messrs .  Madison 
and A l l e n  toured  Chichen I t z d ,  Uxmal, 
and Pa lenaue ,  in  Yucatan.

Mr. Lowe, a s s i s t a n t  f i e l d  d i r e c t o r  
o f  the NWAF exp ed i t io n ,  was p resented  
the John A. Widtsoe Memorial Award o f  
the BYU Department o f  Archaeology and 
e le c te d  a g en e ra l  o f f i c e r  o f  the So
c i e t y  at  i t s  l a s t  Annual Business Meet
in g  (December 9 N e w s le t t e r ,  31*10 and 
3 1 .2 2 ) .  Both he and Mr. Warren were  
former e d i t o r s  o f  the UAS N e w s le t t e r .

A pyramid of the pre-Classic 
(Book of Mormon) period at 
Chiapa de Corzo, perhaps the 
earliest structure of cut stone 
yet discovered in southern 
Mesoamerica.




