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The Book of Mormon declares the heavens reopened, prophesies of great
judgments to come, points the way to verifying the truth, preaches
great gospel sermons. It is a book of . . .

MAGNIFICENT MESSAGES

by Edna K. Bush*

The magnificent message of the Book of Mor-
mon is that the heavens have been reopened in these
latter days, that Jesus and other heavenly beings
have again visited the earth.

The book carries the startling message that not
long after the resurrection of the Savior, He vis-
ited the people of the Americas, the ancestors of
today’s American Indians. This had been long fore-
told by their prophets, in prophecies of signs which
would occur in nature at the birth and the death of
Christ, signs which were fulfilled to the letter. Dur-
ing Christ’s visits to this group of people, He told
them much concerning the future of the land and of
events prior to His second coming.

Aware that in the latter days new revelation
would be viewed with skepticism, God made provi-
sion for the verification of such knowledge. “He
that believeth these things which I have spoken, him
will I visit with the manifestations of my Spirit”
(Ether 4:11), said Jesus to the last- Book of Mor-
mon writer, Moroni, referring to those readers who
would seek corroboration in sincerity.

Persons who have received such a witness strive
diligently to share the wondrous message with those
who have not as yet received it, not for the purpose
of lengthening membership rolls, but to share with
friends, families, and acquaintances the joys of
which they have tasted. And what are some of
these joys? The expansion of the mind, the en-
lightenment of the understanding, the enlargement
of the soul, the decided feeling of spiritual growth.
(Read Alma 32.)

Occasionally a reader comments, “The Book of
Mormon is all about wars!” True, to an extent. We
react to the Book of Mormon as we might react to
Rorschach’s ink-blot test, we detect that with which
we have had experience. The unfamiliar escapes our
attention. Both preceding and following Book of

(For Course 17, lessons of No\rember 26 and January 7, “Lehi
Instructed His Son, Joseph” and *“Life and Teachin%s of Jacoi) for
Course 19, lessons of December 17 and January 21 and 28, “True
Teachings of Christ Restored and “Latter-d Contributions To

Understanding of God"”; for Course 25, lesson of November 26, “'Ye
Bhall Know of the Doctrine'; ; for Course 27, lesson of December 3,
“The Gospel from the Beginning'’; to support famlily home evening
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Mormon, each of which she has marked for different subjects. She
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Soclety Spiritual Living teacher. She was born in Atlanta, Georgia,
where she attended the University of Georgia. She is a member of
Falls Church Ward, Potomac Stake, and lives in Arlington, Virginia.
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Mormon war accounts are teachings to persons and
cities, warning them of troubles should they fail
to heed the words of God. There are many choice
passages in the book. Check these out:

Sermons:
Jacob to Nephites ....... R .2 Nephi 6-10
Jacob to Nephites ..... 2 eeeeeedd@cob 2-3
Benjamin to Nephites ..............ccooooeiiin Mosiah 2-5
Abinadi to King Noah's people ..._.... Mosiah 11-17
Alma the Younger at Zarahemla ..................Alma 5
Alma the Younger at Gideon ..................Alma 7
Alma the Younger and Amulek

to Zoramites Alma 31-34
Mormon to readers ..........oooooooieeennnee.. Helaman 12

Samuel the Lamanite at Zarahemla....Helaman 13-15

Mormon to Nephites ...._....................c... Moroni 7
Father-to-son Talks:
Lehi to Laman, Lemuel, Sam, Nephi,

Jacob, Joseph ... 2 Nephi 1-4
Alma the Younger to Helaman, Shiblon,

Corianton ........eoeeeooe v e Alma 36-42
Letters:
Exchange between opposing military

leadeYs o v sy s aay Alma 54
Helaman to Moroni on Helaman s brave

WArriors ........... ...Alma 56-58
General Moroni to Govemor Pahoran w..Alma 60
Reply from Pahoran to Moroni ................. Alma 61
Mormon to son Moroni on infant

baptisms . cicsanains e ne e -Moroni 8
Mormon to Moroni on fall of the nation..... Moroni 9
Missionary Experiences:
Alma the Younger and Amulek in land of

Ammonihah . - ...Alma 8-14

Ammon, Aaron, and others, among

Lamanites . JAlma 17-26

Nephi and Lehi among the Lamamtes ...... Helaman 5

Visits of Jesus Christ:

To Brother of Jared,
Jaredite civilization ............................ Ether 1-3
To Nephite nation ... ............cooererrenee 3 Nephi 11-28
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Make-up of the Book of Mormon

PLATES
o
MORMON

A part of Mormon's plates was
sealed (2 Naghl 27:1-2¢;
Issiah 29:11-14),

Before the plates were returned to

Maroni, they were seen

11 men

In addition to Joseph Smith. (Read

testimoni
Mormon.)

Prophecies concerning wit-
nesses: 2 N
27:12, 13; Ether 5:24;
Doctrine and C t

es in pi

ce to Book of

hi 11:38;

The ministry of the pecple from Lehl to
Benjamin.

Ki

Mormon put the SMALL

PLATES of NEPH! with his gwn abri

record of the LARGE PLATES

of NEFHI

(Words of Mormon 3-7; Doctrine and Cov-
enants 10). Plates are small (Jarom 2,
égi Jacob 1:1-4). Plates are full (Omni

*Since the PLATES of MORMON spparent!

The Angel Moroni told Joseph
Smith th;dm:tem (‘\ror;letgrr:
upon g p

Smith 2:34).‘plApan. rom the
small plates of Nephi attached,
the er plates and most of
the writings thereon were
made by Mormon; thus this
abridgment was called the
record of Mormon or the Book
of Marmon.

THE WORDS of MORMON

formed the major

part of the record, Moroni’s description “'goid plates” pr_!surrlably

applied a1 least to th

em. As regards the expression “plates of

ore’ (1 MNephi 19:1), this was used in connection with Mephl's
plates and alsg with those of Ether SMosiah 21:27); these latter

plates, in other references, are d
28:11).
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ed as of gold (Mosiah 8:9;
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constitute a brief explanation
of the preceding record and
a preface to the parts following.

Time covered from 1 Nephi
to Moroni extends from about
600 B.C. to about 420 A.D.
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WRITINGS OF
MORMON . . .
Mormon’s
abridgment of
the LARG

E
PLATES of NEPHI
was translated by
Joseph Smith
from the PLATES

L

h hal

%)

to Mormonm, and not 1 N

p mith the plates
tween December, 1827, to Februa

Se

ne 14, 1828 (loseph Smith 2:62;

ber 22, 1827

prem ;
, 1828, and April to

HC Vol 1, fm 20),
Joseph and his scribe, Martin Harris, produced 116 manu
script pages, in English transiation, of M ‘
ment, Martin Harris [ost these 116 pages (Doctrine and
Covenants 10). Jose

ormon's abridg-

ph then translated from the SMALL
PLATES of NEPHI (during April, May, and June, 1829) the
record covering the same period of time as the lost pages
{Joseph Smith 2:67; DHC Vol 1, page 58, footnote). Thus
Mormon's abridgment of the LARGE PLATES of NEPHI is
a part of our Book of Mormon for only the books Mosiah
ephi to Mormon, which was ap-

parently the complete time span of those plates.

All Book of Mormon writers
acters (1 MNephi 1:2; Mosi

propal

wrote in Egyp:lial!-char;

3, 4).

L . an
wrote their record in “reformed Egyptian” (Mormon 9:32, 33).

<= NUMBER OF PAGES IN EACH BOUK

These 24 plates were con:
cerned with the Jaredites,
who came originally from
the Tower of Babel. They
contained information from
Adam to Ether, the lasi
Jaredite prophet (Ether 1.
%—5. 15:33-34; Genesis 11:

These plates were found
by the Nephites (Mosiah
B:7-8; 21:27; Ether 1:1, 2)

These plates were brought from Jerusalem.
They contained Hebrew ger_uesln%les ana scrl'ly
tures from Adam to Zedekiah. (1

12, 14; 2 Kings 24:17-20, 25:1-7). Parts of
these records were quoted by writers in the
Book of Mormon; for example, 2 Nephi 6, 7,
ete.; Jacob 5:2-77. These record sed
on from one generation to another {Alma 37:

Nephi 5:11,

s were pas

—Adapted from a chart by Thomas Keith Midgley.
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	misery and sorrow which they inflicted upon two nations! We  do not know where a more vivid picture can be found of the  horrid effects which follow apostasy than is depicted in the  Book of Mormon in connection with the apostasy of Amaliekiah.
	They, however, turned round and accompanied President  Young and his brethren to the house of father Timothj' B.  Clark, near Far Y’cst. Early on the morning of the 26th of  April—the day mentioned in the revelation—a conference was  held, thirty-one persons were cut off from the Church, and the  Apostles and Saitos proceeded to the building spot of the  Lord s House, where Elder Cntler, the master workman of the  house, then re-commenced luyin» the foiindation, agreeably to  revelation, by rolling up a large stone near the sontli-east corner.  The following of the Twelve were present:—Brigham Young,  Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John E. Page and Joliu Tay­ lor, who proceeded to ordain Wilford PVoodruff and George A.  Smith to the office of the Twelve, to fill the places of those who  had fallen. Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer, (who had just  been liberated from Biehmond prison, and arrived the evening  previons,) were then ordained to the office of the Seventies,  The Twelve then offered np a vocal prayer in the following  order;—Brigdiam W>img, Ifeljer C. Kimball, Orsni l’ratt, John  I'o l’agc, John Taylor, Y'illord Y'oodrnfi', and George A, 
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