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Hebrew ldioms and Analogies in the

Book of Mormon

BY THOMAS W. BROOKBANK, ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF THE ‘““MILLEN-
NIAL STAR”

II1.
5. The Scwerance of Associated Idcas.

No attempt will be made to explain what is meant by the
“severance of associated ideas,” since the examples which follow
manifest the meaning clearly. The first one is taken from Gen.
6:1, 2, reading thus, “And it came to pass * * * that the
sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were fair.”” This
passage unadorned with a Hebraism would read in plain English,

“# % the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were falr
—the daughters of men and their falrness being comprehended in
one view,—while it almost appears from the Hebraic coloring of
the text as if those men first saw the daughters spoken of, and
after that, by a second effort, they discovered that they were fair.
At any rate, if such was not their mode of perceiving and thinking,
the form for expressing the ideas contained in the text, is peculiar.
Another: *“And, behold, the Lord stood above it and said, I am
the Lord God of Abraham; the land wherein thou liest, to thee
will I give it,” Gen. 28:13; or, according to the English form of
expression, I will give thee the land whereon thou liest.” “Your
country is desolatc. your cities are burned with fire, your land,
strangers devour it.”"—Isa. 1:7. ‘“The bed whither thou art gone
up ; thou shalt not come down from it.”—II Kings 1:6.

Compare with these Hebraic constructions the following ex-
amples of a like character taken from the Book of Mormon:
“And I beheld the Lamb of God, that he was taken by the people.”
—I Nephi 11:3Z. “I saw the multitudes of the earth, that they
were gathered together.”"—I Nephi 11:34: “And I saw the earth
and the rocks, that they rent.”—I Nephi 13:4. In this same verse,
the next one, and in verse 20, sevcral other illustrations are found.
“And I saw the devil, that he was the foundation of it."—I Nephi
13:6. “And I beheld the Spirit of God, that it came down, and
wrought upon the man.”—I Nephi 13:12. See also verses 13, 14,
15, 38, and T Nephi 8:7: 14:14: 16:28. These examples by no
means include all that occur in the Book of Mormon.

Before submitting illustrations of other Hebraisms, let us
pause briefly to fix our attention upon the peculiar constructions
observed in the passages just quoted from the Bible and the Book

















