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L O W E L L L. B E N NI O N

III. I N P R AI S E  O F  G O D

I V Te a r l y 2 0 0 0 y e ars a g o, J es us 
t a u g ht a gr e at tr ut h w hi c h  

e v e n t o d a y w e  ar e sl o w t o r e m e m­
b er  a n d t o pr a cti c e. B ef or e  Hi m,  
A m os  a n d his s u c c ess ors i n t h e 
pr o p h eti c c alli n g, a n d aft er Hi m,  
P a ul a n d J o h n als o str ess e d t h e 
s a m e tr ut h. It w as  e pit o mi z e d b y  
t h e S a vi or  i n his  r e pl y t o t h e l a w­
y er ’s q u esti o n:  “ M ast er,  w hi c h  is t h e 
gr e at  c o m m a n d m e nt ? ”

. T h o u  s h alt l o v e t h e L or d  t h y 
G o d  wit h  all  t h y h e art,  a n d  wit h  all  
t h y s o ul, a n d  wit h  all t h y mi n d.

“ T his  is t h e first a n d gr e at  c o m ­
m a n d m e nt.

. “ Ari d  t h e s e c o n d is li k e u nt o  it, 
T h o u  s h alt l o v e t h y n ei g h b or as  
t h ys elf.

" O n t h es e t w o c o m m a n d m e nts  
h a n g  all t h e l a w a n d  t h e pr o p h ets. ”  

( M att. 2 2: 3 7- 4 0.)

N o  m a n  c a n  w ors hi p  or  s er v e t h e 
L or d!  a c c e pt a bl y if h e h at et e his  
br ot h er  or  d e als u nj ustl y  a n d u n ­
m er cif ull y  wit h  hi m. O ur  pr a y ers  
ar e v ai n, o ur  w or ds  of  pr ais e b e ­
c o m e “ as s o u n di n g br ass, or a  
ti n kli n g c y m b al, ” a n d o ur  off er ­
i n gs will  n ot b e a c c e pt e d of t h e 
L or d,  if w e  d o  n ot  als o d e al  ri g ht­
e o usl y i n all of  o ur  r el ati o ns wit h  
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f ell o w m e n. S u c h  is o n e  of  t h e p ar a ­
m o u nt  t h e m es of J es us a n d t h e 
Pr o p h ets.

Wit h  t his r eli gi o us t e a c hi n g, 
B o o k  of  M or m o n  writ ers  ar e  i n c o m ­
pl et e a c c or d, as wit n ess e d  b y t h e 
w or ds  of Ki n g  B e nj a mi n  i n his  
f ar e w ell a d dr ess t o his  p e o pl e:

“ B e h ol d,  I s a y u nt o  y o u  t h at b e ­
c a us e I s ai d u nt o  y o u t h at I h a d  
s p e nt m y  d a ys  i n y o ur  s er vi c e, I d o  
n ot  d esir e  t o b o ast,  f or I h a v e  o nl y  
b e e n  i n t h e s er vi c e of  G o d.

" A n d b e h ol d, I t ell y o u t h es e 
t hi n gs t h at y e m a y  l e ar n wis d o m;  
t h at y e  m a y  l e ar n t h at w h e n  y e  ar e  
i n t h e s er vi c e of  y o ur  f ell o w b ei n gs 
y e  ar e o nl y  i n t h e s er vi c e of  y o ur  
G o d. ” ( M osi a h 2: 1 6, 1 7.)

T his  n e ar-i d e ntit y of t h e t w o 
gr e at c o m m a n d m e nts h as f o u n d 
h e art y a c c e pt a n c e a m o n g L att er-  
d a y S ai nts. M u c h  of o ur eff ort  
p oi nts  t o l o v e of  G o d  t hr o u g h s er­
vi c e t o f ell o w m e n. T hi n k  of  o ur  
missi o n ar y  l a b ors, w elf ar e  pr o gr a m,  
a n d v ol u nt ar y s er vi c e i n t h e 
C h ur c h.  I n d e e d, m a n y  m e m b ers  of  
t h e C h ur c h  w ors hi p  t h e L or d  l ar g e­
l y as t o ols s e e ki n g t o h el p  r e ali z e 
His  p ur p os es  a m o n g  t h e c hil dr e n  of  
m e n.  T his  is pr ais e w ort h y.

W hil e  l o v e of  n ei g h b or  is a w o n-
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*  d erf ul  w a y  t o l o v e G o d,  w e  s h o ul d  
als o  r e m e m b er t h at it is n ot  t h e o nl y  
w a y.  T h e  s e c o n d gr e at  c o m m a n d-

*  m e nt  is li k e u nt o  t h e first b ut  n ot  
i d e nti c al wit h  it. T h e  f ull est r e­
li gi o us lif e is n ot  b e  b e  att ai n e d  b y 
k e e pi n g t h e s e c o n d c o m m a n d m e nt  
o nl y. T o  l o v e t h e L or d  o ur  G o d  
wit h  all  o ur  h e arts,  a n d  wit h  all  o ur  
s o uls, a n d wit h  all o ur  mi n ds  i n­
cl u d es l o v e of n ei g h b or b ut als o  
m u c h  m or e.  L o v e  of G o d  h as  
m a n y  r o ots i n' o n e ’s lif e a n d li k e­
wis e  c a n  b e  e x pr ess e d  i n m a n y  w a ys.  
T h e  B o o k  of  M or m o n,  wit h  all of  
its c o m p assi o n  f or m a n,  als o  t e a c h es 
us,  i n its o w n  ori gi n al  w a y,  h o w  t o 
r e ali z e m or e  f ull y o ur  l o v e of  G o d.

O b e di e n c e

F at h er  L e hi  d e cl ar es a b asi c r e­
l ati o ns hi p b et w e e n m a n  a n d his  
M a k er — t h at of o b e di e n c e.

" W h er ef or e, I, L e hi,  h a v e o b­
t ai n e d a pr o mis e,  t h at i n as m u c h as  
t h os e w h o m  t h e L or d  G o d  s h all 
bri n g  o ut  of  t h e l a n d of  J er us al e m  

< s h all k e e p  his  c o m m a n d m e nts, t h e y
s h all pr os p er  u p o n  t h e f a c e of  t his 
l a n d; a n d t h e y s h all b e  k e pt  fr o m 
all ot h er n ati o ns, t h at t h e y m a y  
p oss ess t his l a n d u nt o  t h e ms el v es. 
A n d  if it s o b e  t h at t h e y s h all k e e p  
his c o m m a n d m e nts t h e y s h all b e  
bl ess e d  u p o n  t h e f a c e of  t his l a n d, 
a n d t h er e s h all b e n o n e  t o m ol est  
t h e m, n or  t o t a k e a w a y t h e l a n d 
of  t h eir i n h erit a n c e; a n d  t h e y s h all 
d w ell  s af el y f or e v er. ( 2 N e p hi  1: 9.)  
O b e di e n c e  t o t h e L or d  m e a ns  c o n ­
f or mit y t o His  l a ws a n d p ur p os es.  
Si n c e  w e  li v e i n a u ni v ers e  of  l a w 
a n d or d er,  o b e di e n c e  is ess e nti al t o

t h e r eli gi o us a n d m or al  lif e. Wit h ­
o ut  it t h e r eli gi o us lif e m a y  b e  littl e 
m or e  t h a n s e nti m e nt a n d m a y  b e  
c o nf usi n g a n d fr ustr ati n g.

O n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,  t o l o v e t h e 
L or d  G o d  wit h  all o n e ’s h e art,  s o ul, 
a n d mi n d,  o n e  m ust  d o  m or e  t h a n 
o b e y. L o v e  is gr e at er  t h a n o b e di ­
e n c e; it will  i n cl u d e t h e l att er b ut  
als o m u c h  m or e.  O b e di e n c e  b y  it­
s elf m a y  b e q uit e m att er- of-f a ct  
a n d e v e n s elfis h a n d c al c ul ati n g.  
L o v e  is u ns elfis h, ori e nt e d wit h  
w ar m  a n d  ri c h f e eli n g t o t h e o bj e ct  
of o n e ’s l o v e. " L o v e l e n ds wi n gs  
t o t h e s o ul”  i n t h e w or ds  of  R o m ai n  
R oll a n d.  It l e n ds d e e p  a n d j o y o us 
s atisf a cti o n t o o n e ’s r el ati o ns hi p 
wit h  G o d.

B o o k  of  M or m o n  writ ers  d o  n ot  
st o p wit h  o b e di e n c e. T h e y  l o v e d 
t h e L or d,  s e ns e d a d e e p gr atit u d e  
t o w ar ds Hi m;  st o o d i n a w e, r e v er­
e n c e, ' a n d h u milit y b ef or e Hi m;  
a n d s o m eti m es b urst  f ort h i n s o n gs  
a n d  e x pr essi o ns  of  pr ais e  a n d  a d or a ­
ti o n of  Hi m.  F at h er  L e hi  w as  t h e 
first t o e x ult i n t h e L or d —

. . Gr e at  a n d m ar v el o us  ar e  
t h y w or ks,  O  L or d  G o d  Al mi g ht y!  
T h y  t hr o n e is hi g h  i n t h e h e a v e ns,  
a n d t h y p o w er,  a n d g o o d n ess, a n d  
m er c y  ar e o v er  all t h e i n h a bit a nts 
of  t h e e art h; a n d, b e c a us e  t h o u art  
m er cif ul,  t h o u wilt  n ot s uff er  
t h os e w h o  c o m e  u nt o  t h e e t h at t h e y 
s h all p eris h!

" A n d aft er t his m a n n er  w as  t h e 
l a n g u a g e of  m y  f at h er i n t h e pr ais ­
i n g of  his G o d;  f or his s o ul di d  
r ej oi c e a n d his w h ol e  h e art w as  
fill e d, b e c a us e  of  t h e t hi n gs w hi c h  
h e h a d  s e e n, y e a, w hi c h  t h e L or d
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h a d s h o w n u nt o hi m. ” (I N e p hi  
1: 1 4, 1 5.)

N e p hi ’s Ps al m

L e hi ’s l ast w or ds  w er e  a pi c a  t o 
his  s o ns t o b e  tr u e t o t h e c o m m a n d ­
m e nts  of  t h e L or d  t h at p e a c e  mi g ht  
a bi d e i n t h e l a n d. U p o n  his  d e at h,  
t h e b ur d e n of l e a d ers hi p f or t h e 
ri g ht f ell u p o n  t h e y o ut hf ul  s h o ul ­
d ers  of  N e p hi.  K n o wi n g  f ull w ell  
t h e c h ar a ct er  of  his  ol d er  a n d r e­
b elli o us  br ot h ers,  L a m a n  a n d L e m ­
u el, t h e f ull r e ali z ati o n of  his  t as k 
l a y h e a vil y u p o n his mi n d  a n d  
h e art. I n s u c h a s etti n g a n d  m o o d,  
N e p hi  br e a ks  f ort h i nt o a s o n g, o n e  
of  t h e m ost  b e a utif ul  a n d  Ps al m-li k e  
p ass a g es i n t h e e ntir e B o o k  of  
M or m o n.  ( R e a d 2 N e p hi,  c h a pt er  
4,  fr o m w hi c h  w e  q u ot e  a f e w p as ­
s a g es.)

" B e h ol d, m y  s o ul d eli g ht et h i n 
t h e t hi n gs of  t h e L or d;  a n d m y  
h e art p o n d er et h c o nti n u all y u p o n  
t h e t hi n gs w hi c h  I h a v e  s e e n a n d  
h e ar d.

" M y G o d  h at h  b e e n  m y  s u p p ort;  
h e  h at h  l e d m e  t hr o u g h mi n e  affli c ­
ti o ns i n t h e wil d er n ess;  a n d  h e  h at h  
pr es er v e d m e  u p o n t h e w at ers  of  
t h e gr e at  d e e p.

H e  h at h  fill e d m e  wit h  his  l o v e, 
e v e n u nt o t h e c o ns u mi n g of m y  
fl es h.

" H e h at h c o nf o u n d e d mi n e  e n ­
e mi es, u nt o  t h e c a usi n g  of  t h e m t o 
q u a k e b ef or e m e.

" B e h ol d, h e h at h  h e ar d m y  cr y  
b y d a y, a n d h e h at h gi v e n m e  
k n o wl e d g e  b y  visi o ns  i n t h e ni g ht ­
ti m e.

" O t h e n, if I h a v e  s e e n s o gr e at  

t hi n gs, if t h e L or d  i n his c o n d es ­
c e nsi o n u nt o t h e c hil dr e n of m e n  
h at h  visit e d  m e n  i n s o m u c h  m er c y,  
w h y  s h o ul d m y  h e art  w e e p  a n d m y  
s o ul li n g er i n t h e v all e y  of  s orr o w,  
a n d m y  fl es h w ast e  a w a y, a n d m y  
str e n gt h sl a c k e n, b e c a us e  of  mi n e  
affli cti o ns ?

" A w a k e, m y  s o ul! N o  l o n g er 
dr o o p  i n si n. R ej oi c e,  O  m y  h e art,  
a n d  gi v e  pl a c e  n o  m or e  f or t h e e n e ­
m y  of  m y  s o ul.

" D o n ot  a n g er a g ai n b e c a us e  of  
mi n e  e n e mi es. D o  n ot  sl a c k e n m y  
str e n gt h b e c a us e  of  mi n e  affli cti o ns.

" R ej oi c e, O  m y  h e art,  a n d cr y  
u nt o  t h e L or d,  a n d s a y: O  L or d,  I 
will  pr ais e t h e e f or e v er; y e a, m y  
s o ul will  r ej oi c e i n t h e e, m y  G o d,  
a n d t h e r o c k of  m y  s al v ati o n.

" O L or d,  I h a v e  tr ust e d i n t h e e, 
a n d I will  tr ust i n t h e e f or e v er. I 
will  n ot  p ut  m y  tr ust i n t h e ar m  
of  fl es h; f or I k n o w  t h at c urs e d is 
h e  t h at p utt et h  his  tr ust i n t h e ar m  
of  fl es h. Y e a,  c urs e d is h e  t h at p ut ­
t et h his tr ust i n m a n  or m a k et h  
fl es h his  ar m.

" Y e a, I k n o w  t h at G o d  will  gi v e  
Ji b er all y t o hi m t h at as k et h. Y e a-,  
m y  G o d  will  gi v e  m e,  if I as k n ot  
a miss; t h er ef or e I will  lift u p  m y  
v oi c e  u nt o  t h e e; y e a,  I will  cr y  u n ­
t o t h e e, m y  G o d,  t h e r o c k of  m y  
ri g ht e o us n ess. B e h ol d, m y  v oi c e  
s h all f or e v er as c e n d u p  u nt o  t h e e, 
m y  r o c k a n d mi n e  e v erl asti n g  G o d.  
A m e n ” ( 2 N e p hi  4: 1 6,  2 0- 2 3,  2 6,  
2 8- 3 0,  3 4, 3 5.)

B e nj a mi n ’s H u milit y  a n d  Gr atit u d e

Ol d  Ki n g  B e nj a mi n  m ust er e d  his  
l ast str e n gt h t o d eli v er  a s er m o n t o
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his  p e o pl e.  It is fill e d t o o v erfl o wi n g  
wit h  f ait h i n t h e br ot h er h o o d of  
m a n  a n d  wit h  t h e l o v e of  G o d.  As  
o n e  r e a ds it i n M osi a h,  c h a pt ers  2- 4,  

t o n e s e ns es t h e d e e p h u milit y a n d  
gr atit u d e  f elt b y  t his g o o d  ki n g.

" B eli e v e i n G o d;  b eli e v e  t h at h e  
is, a n d t h at h e cr e at e d all t hi n gs, 
b ot h  i n h e a v e n  a n d  i n e art h ; b eli e v e  
c h at h e h as all wis d o m,  a n d all  
p o w er,  b ot h  i n h e a v e n  a n d  i n e art h;  
b eli e v e  t h at m a n  d ot h  n ot  c o m pr e ­
h e n d  all t h e t hi n gs w hi c h  t h e L or d  
c a n c o m pr e h e n d.

" A n d a g ai n,  b eli e v e  t h at y e  m ust  
r e p e nt of y o ur si ns a n d f ors a k e 
t h e m, a n d h u m bl e y o urs el v es b e ­
f or e G o d;  a n d as k i n si n c erit y of  
h e art t h at h e w o ul d  f or gi v e y o u;  
a n d n o w, if y o u  b eli e v e all t h es e 
t hi n gs s e e t h at y e  d o  t h e m.” ( M o- 
si a h 4: 9,  1 0.)

T h at  " M a n  d ot h  n ot  c o m pr e h e n d  
all t h e t hi n gs w hi c h  t h e L or d  c a n  
c o m pr e h e n d, ” w as  m a d e  cl e ar t o 
J o b (i n c h a pt ers 3 8- 4 1) a n d als o  
i n t h e f oll o wi n g p ass a g e fr o m 
Is ai a h.

' F or m y  t h o u g hts, ar e n ot  y o ur  
t h o u g hts, n eit h er  ar e  y o ur  w a ys  m y  
w a ys,  s ait h t h e L or d.

" F or as t h e h e a v e ns ar e hi g h er  
c h a n t h e e art h, s o ar e m y  w a ys  
hi g h er t h a n y o ur w a ys,  a n d m y  
t h o u g hts t h a n y o ur t h o u g hts.”  
(Is ai a h 5 5: 8,  9.)

M a n,  i n his  p urs uit  of  l a n d-titl es, 
h o us es, a ut o m o bil es, a n d u nt ol d  
n u m b ers of m a n- m a d e  g a d g ets  
s o m eti m es f or g ets t h at "t h e e art h  
is t h e L or d ’s a n d  t h e f ull n ess t h er e­
of. ” M osi a h  bri n gs us b a c k  r at h er 
s h ar pl y t o a r e ali z ati o n of h o w  
m u c h  w e  o w e  t o o ur  Cr e at or.

"I s a y u nt o  y o u, m y  br et hr e n,  
t h at if y o u  s h o ul d r e n d er all t h e 
t h a n ks a n d  pr ais e  w hi c h  y o ur  w h ol e  
s o ul h as p o w er  t o p oss ess, t o t h at 
G o d  w h o  h as  cr e at e d y o u,  a n d h as  
k e pt a n d pr es er v e d y o u, a n d h as  
c a us e d t h at y e  s h o ul d r ej oi c e, a n d  
h as gr a nt e d  t h at y e  s h o ul d li v e i n 
p e a c e  o n e  wit h  a n ot h er —

"I  s a y u nt o  y o u  t h at if y c  s h o ul d 
s er v e hi m  w h o  h as  cr e at e d  y o u  fr o m 
t h e b e gi n ni n g, a n d is pr es er vi n g  
y o u fr o m d a y  t o d a y, b y  l e n di n g 
y o u br e at h,  t h at y e m a y  li v e a n d  
m o v e  a n d  d o  a c c or di n g  t o y o ur  o w n  
will,  a n d  e v e n  s u p p orti n g y o u  fr o m 
o n e  m o m e nt  t o a n ot h er — I s a y, if 
y e  s h o ul d s er v e hi m  wit h  all y o ur  
w h ol e  s o uls y et  y e w o ul d  b e u n ­
pr ofit a bl e  s er v a nts.

" A n d n o w,  i n t h e first pl a c e,  h e  
h at h  cr e at e d  y o u,  a n d gr a nt e d  u nt o  
y o u  y o ur  li v es, f or w hi c h  y e  ar e  i n­
d e bt e d u nt o  hi m.

" A n d s e c o n dl y, h e d ot h  r e q uir e 
t h at y e  s h o ul d d o  as h e  h at h  c o m ­
m a n d e d  y o u;  f or w hi c h  if y e  d o,  h e  
d ot h i m m e di at el y bl ess y o u; a n d  
t h er ef or e h e  h at h  p ai d  y o u.  A n d  y e  
ar e still i n d e bt e d u nt o  hi m,  a n d  ar e,  
a n d  will  b e,  f or e v er a n d  e v er;  t h er e­
f or e, of  w h at  h a v e  y e  t o b o ast ?

" A n d n o w I as k, c a n y e s a y 
a u g ht of  y o urs el v es ?  I a ns w er  y o u,  
N a y,  Y e  c a n n ot  s a y t h at y e  ar e  e v e n  
as m u c h  as t h e d ust  of  t h e e art h;  
y et  y e  w er e  cr e at e d  of  t h e d ust  of  
t h e e art h; b ut  b e h ol d,  it b el o n g et h  
t o hi m  w h o  cr e at e d,  y o u. ” ( M osi a h 
2: 2 0,  2 1,  2 3- 2 5.)

Al m a ’s C o u ns el  i o his  S o n

Al m a,  t h e y o u n g er, w h os e  s o ul 
h a d  b e e n  r a c k e d b y  t h e t or m e nt of  
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h ell a n d w h o  h a d als o k n o w n  t h e 
j o y of  r e p e nt a n c e a n d f or gi v e n ess, 
g a v e  t his c o u ns el  t o his  b el o v e d  s o n, 
H el a m a n:

" Y e a, a n d cr y u nt o  G o d  f or all  
t h y s u p p ort; y e a,  l et all t h y d o m gs  
b e u nt o  t h e L or d,  a n d w hit h ers o ­
e v er  t h o u g o est  l et it b e  i n t h e L or d;  
y e a, l et t h y t h o u g hts b e dir e ct e d  
u nt o  t h e. L or d;  y e a,  l et t h e aff e c ­
ti o ns of  t h y h e art  b e pl a c e d  u p o n  
t h e L or d  f or e v er.

“ C o u ns el  wit h  t h e L or d  i n all  t h y 
d oi n gs, a n d h e  will  dir e ct  t h e e f or 
g o o d;  y e a,  w h e n  t h o u li est d o w n  at  
ni g ht  li e d o w n  u nt o  t h e L or d,  t h at 
h e m a y  w at c h  o v er y o u i n y o ur  
sl e e p; a n d w h e n  t h o u ris est i n t h e 
m or ni n g  l et t h y h e art b e f ull of  
t h a n ks u nt o G o d;  a n d if y e d o  
t h es e t hi n gs, y e  s h all b e lift e d u p  
at  t h e l ast d a y. ” ( Al m a 3 7: 3 6,  3 7.)

D o u btl ess  Al m a  h a d  l e ar n e d t h at 
t o dir e ct  o n e ’s t h o u g ht t o t h e L or d,  
a n d t o l o v e Hi m  wit h  all o n e ’s 
h e art,  w o ul d  gi v e  m a n  t h e a bilit y  
t o l o v e his n ei g h b or — w o ul d  lift 
hi m  a b o v e all  gr e e d,  s elfis h n ess, a n d  
e n v y m a ki n g  r o o m f or tr u e br o ­
t h erl y l o v e. T o  l o v e o n e ’s n ei g h b or  
is a s ur e w a y  t o l o v e G o d  a n d t o 
l o v e G o d  is a s ur e w a y  t o pr e p ar e  
t h e mi n d  a n d h e art t o tr ul y l o v e 
o n e ’s n ei g h b or.

L o v e  of  Ri g ht e o us n ess

L o v e  of  G o d  m e a ns  n ot  o nl y  l o v e 
of  m a n  b ut  als o  l o v e of  e v er yt hi n g  
f or w hi c h  t h e L or d  st a n ds— l o v e of  
tr ut h, fr e e d o m, j usti c e, m er c y  a n d  
g o o d n ess.  B o o k  of  M or m o n  writ ers  
u n d erst o o d  t his as t h e y i d e ntif y o ur  
r el ati o ns hi p t o t h es e t hi n gs wit h  
o ur  r el ati o ns hi p t o Hi m.
1 1 6

‘A n d  b e h ol d,  I s a y u nt o  y o u  t h at 
if y e  d o  t his y e  s h all al w a ys  r ej oi c e, 
a n d  b e  fill e d wit h  t h e l o v e of  G o d,  
a n d al w a ys r et ai n a r e missi o n of  
y o ur  si ns; a n d y e  s h all gr o w  i n t h e 
k n o wl e d g e  of  t h e gl or y  of  hi m  t h at 
cr e at e d  y o u,  or  i n t h e k n o wl e d g e  of  
t h at w hi c h  is j ust a n d  tr u e“  ( M o- 
si a h 4: 1 2.)

“ F or  I p er c ei v e  t h at y e  ar e  i n t h e 
p at hs of  ri g ht e o us n ess; I p er c ei v e  
t h at y e  ar e  i n t h e p at h  w hi c h  l e a ds 
t o t h e ki n g d o m  of  G o d;  y e a,  I p er ­
c ei v e t h at y e  ar c m a ki n g  his  p at hs  
str ai g ht.

“ I p er c ei v e  t h at it h as  b e e n  m a d e  
k n o w n  u nt o  y o u,  b y  t h e t esti m o n y 
of  his  w o ^ d,  t h at h e c a n n ot w al k  
i n cr o o k e d p at hs; n eit h er  d ot h  h e  
v ar y  fr o m t h at w hi c h  h e  h at h  s ai d; 
n eit h er  h at h  h e  a s h a d o w of  t ur n­
i n g fr o m t h e ri g ht t o t h e l eft, or  
fr o m t h at w hi c h  is ri g ht t o t h at 
w hi c h  is wr o n g;  t h er ef or e, his  
c o urs e  is o n e  et er n al  r o u n d.” ( Al m a 
7: 1 9,  2 0.) ( R e a d r est of  c h a pt er.)

“ T h er ef or e,  c o m e  u nt o  m e  s p e e d ­
il y W ’t h a f e w of  y o ur  m e n,  a n d  
l e a v e t h e r e m ai n d er i n t h e c h ar g e  of  
L e hi  a n d  T e a n c u m;  gi v e  u nt o  t h e m 
p o w er  t o c o n d u ct t h e w ar  i n t h at 
p art  of  t h e l a n d, a c c or di n g c o t h e 
S pirit  of  G o d,  w hi c h  is als o t h e 
s pirit of  fr e e d o m w hi c h  is i n t h e m.”  
( Al m a 6 1: 1 5.)

N e p hi,  t h e s o n of  H el a m a n,  w as  
e ntr ust e d wit h  all p o w er  o v er his  
p e o pl e. ( S e e H el a m a n  1 0: 4- 1 0.)  
W h y  w as  h e  gi v e n  s u c h p o w er ?  B e ­
c a us e  h e  s o u g ht t h e L or d ’s will,  n ot  
his o w n, a n d b e c a us e his l o v e of  
G o d  i n cl u d e d his  l o v e of  t h e ri g ht.

— m or e  o n  p a g e  1 3 1
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T h e  w orl d  will  j u d g e l ar g el y of  
" M ot h er ” b y  y o u.

B e  y o urs  t h e n t h e t as k, if t as k it 
s h all b e,

T o  f or c e t h e pr o u d w orl d  t o d o  
h o m a g e  t o m e.

B e  s ur e it will  s a y w h e n  its v er di ct  
y o u ’v e  w o n,

" S h e r e a p e d as s h e s o w e d, L o!  t his 
is h er  s o n.”

— - A ut h or U n k n o w n

F A M E

I w o ul d  r at h er b e  l o v e d b y  a littl e 
girl

T h a n  t o b e  a c cl ai m e d b y  t h e gr e at  
a n d t h e wis e;

L et  ot h ers  fi n d f a m e i n a n  ill ustri o us 
n a m e,

I w o ul d  fi n d m y  gl or y  wit hi n  h er  
e y es.

F or  w h at  is t h e w ort h  of  f a m e or  
w e alt h,

Or  t h e p assi n g  f a n c y of  fi c kl e m e n,
If at ni g ht t h er e is n’t t h e h o n est  

s mil e
Of  a c hil d w h o  is gl a d y o u ar e  

h o m e  a g ai n ?
— C hristi e  L u n d  C ol es

G e n er al  B o ar d  C o m mitt e e
C arl  J. C hrist e ns e n,  c h air m a n  
H e nr y  E yri n g  
M el b a  Gl a d e

T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  1 1 6)

" F or t h o u s h alt n ot  as k, ” s ai d t h e 
L or d,  "t h at  w hi c h  is c o ntr ar y  t o m y  
will. ”

T h e  r eli gi o us lif e p ortr a y e d  a n d  
e n c o ur a g e d  i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  
is i n h ar m o n y  wit h  t h e S pirit  a n d  
t e a c hi n gs of o ur S a vi or,  f or it is 
i n His  lif e t h at w e  fi n d s u c h a  w o n ­
d erf ul bl e n di n g of t h e t w o gr e at  
c o m m a n d m e nts.  His  lif e w as  i n d e e d 
o n e of  s er vi c e, of c o m p assi o n, of  
g oi n g  a b o ut d oi n g g o o d  f or m e n,  
b ut  r e m e m b er h o w H e  b e g a n  His  
mi nistr y  b y f ort y d a ys of  pr a y er  
a n d f asti n g i n t h e wil d er n ess.  R e ­
m e m b er,  t o o, h o w H e  c h os e fr e­
q u e ntl y  t o l e a v e t h e m ultit u d e  a n d  
t h e T w el v e  t o c o m m u n e wit h  t h e 

F at h er,  a n d h o w  t h e dis ci pl es  sl e pt  
w hil e  H e  pr a y e d  t hr o u g h t h e ni g ht ?  
T h e  S a vi or ’s l o v e of  m e n  w as  a n d  
is i ns e p ar a bl e fr o m His  l o v e of  G o d.

O ur  l o v e of m e n  will  b e als o  
gr e atl y  e nri c h e d  b y  h u milit y,  gr ati ­
t u d e, a n d o ur  l o v e of  G o d  a n d His  
g o o d n ess. T h e  B o o k  of M or m o n  
m a k es  t his cl e ar i n its o w n  ori gi n al  
a n d p ers u asi v e  w a y.

"...  l et t h y t h o u g hts b e  dir e ct e d  
u nt o  t h e L or d;  y e a, l et t h e aff e c ­
ti o ns of  t h y h e art  b e  pl a c e d  u p o n  
t h e L or d  f or e v er.” ( Al m a 3 7: 3 6.)

I n t his arti cl e w e  h a v e str ess e d  
t h e l o v e of  G o d;  i n a n ot h er,  w e  s h all 
dis c uss  t h e l o v e of  m e n.

" Pr es er v e  m e,  O  G o d:  f or i n t h e e d o  I p ut  m y  tr ust.” ( Ps al m 1 6: 1.)
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