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O
ne evening President George 
Albert Smith spoke o£ having 
once read of petroglyphs of 

prehistoric animals having been 
found on an Indian reservation on 
the South Rim of the Grand Can­
yon of the Colorado River. He 
stated that he would like to know 
more definitely of the discovery 
and what it was. The conversation 
led to the conclusion that pictures 
of prehistoric animals could only * 
have been made had man and the 
animals lived at the same time, as 
man could not draw a picture of 
something which he had not seen.

As I was spending considerable 
time photographing unusual and 
outstanding natural phenomena, 
and ancient Indian lore includ­
ing Indian hogans, moqui houses, 
and petroglyphs, I volunteered 
to go to Hava Supai, an In­
dian reservation on the South 
Rim of the Grand Canyon, about

The aboye petroglyph was photographed along the Colorado River below 
Moab, Utah

THE MOVING FINGER
WRITES...”

Petroglyph of an elephant and 
a man. The elephant is seven 
and one-half inches high and ten 
inches long.

thirty-five miles west of El Tovar 
Hotel, and see what I could find. 
There are two ways to go to Hava 
Supai—one from Peach Springs, 
Arizona, over the plateau for about 
sixty miles to Walapai, a govern­
ment tin barn with an old-fashioned 
ring telephone in a box on the out­
side; the other way is the mail 
route from El Tovar, which goes 
twice a week. We took the Peach 
Springs route and reached Walapai 
about two in the afternoon. We 
rang the telephone, and the agent at 
Supai (the name of the Indian 
town) said that we could come 
down if we had all our own supplies 
of food and bedding. He would 
send an Indian with horses up for 
us the next day, and they should 
reach us about noon.

We lay down by the tin barn, 
and the wind blew all night. The 
tin rattled, and the sand, dry 
leaves, and small sticks—perhaps 
even bugs—fell on our faces and in 
our ears until morning. It was cold 
—April 6—and we didn’t sleep 
much, but morning came with its 
warm sunshine, and about noon we 
saw an Indian winding his way up 
the side of the mountain toward us, 
leading our horses. We packed 
hurriedly and followed our guide 
down the four-thousand-foot ledge

into Hava Supai Canyon and the 
Indian agency headquarters.

We were in the land of the “Sky 
Blue Waters,” where a fine stream 
of blue-tinted water about two feet 
deep and twenty feet across 
bubbles up from a gravel-bedded 
canyon and makes Indian Valley 
a beautiful paradise for about three 
miles. The water is laden with 
lime and mineral like that of Yel­
lowstone Park, and it forms its 
own ponds and waterfalls of 
travatine.

The Indians have lived here for 
hundreds of years. The first white 
man known to have visited this 
valley was Padre Garcia, who was 
taken alone by Walapai Indians 
to this enchanted land in 1776.

The object of our trip was to 
find the Indian drawings, called 
petroglyphs. Where they have not 
been exposed to the elements, thou­
sands of Indian drawings and 
paintings in Utah and Arizona have 
endured to this day because they 

(Concluded on page 239)

This drawing of what is apparently a 
dinosaur is eleven inches high. The tail 
is about nine inches long.

MARCH 1950 195



“THE MOVING FINGER WRITES”
(Concluded from page 195) 

were pecked into the surface of 
rocks.

On one of the walls of Hava 
Supai Canyon we found a petro­
glyph of a man and a prehistoric 
animal. It is well known that ele­
phants, camels, horses, and masto­
dons were here in comparatively 
recent times and that dinosaurs 
roamed this continent evidently at 
the time our great coal deposits were 
being laid down by vegetation, but 
the belief that man lived con­
temporaneously with these animals, 
or some of them, is not so well 
established and accepted.

The writer photographed some 
of these petroglyphs and will pre­
sent them herewith. One, that of 
an elephant or tapir-like animal and 
a man, is very old, quite crude, but 

has been accepted by some of the 
best scientists. The elephant is but 
seven and one-half inches high 
and ten inches long, not including 
its trunk. It is well known that the 
La Brea tar pits of Los Angeles 
have produced many excellent 
skeletons of prehistoric elephants.

Near this elephant picture is one 
of a dinosaur. This picture is sharp 
in outline and more definite in form 
than that of the elephant. It is a lit­
tle larger, being eleven inches high, 
and the tail is about nine inches. 
There are many evidences that 
dinosaurs and prehistoric animals 
have lived in Utah and Arizona. 
Our coal mines have produced a 
great many footprints, some of 
which are in our museums. There 
are some very fine footprints in the 
sand rock near Tuba City, about 

one hundred miles due east of Hava 
Supai.

Another petroglyph of one of the 
elephant family is found about three 
and one-half miles down the Colo­
rado River below Moab, Utah, 
pecked onto a sandstone ledge. This 
one is called a mastodon; it is 
about fourteen inches high and 
forty-two inches long. The work­
manship is very old and well de­
fined.

Our conclusion is that man and 
the prehistoric animals must have 
lived at the same time, for man 
could not make a picture of an 
elephant or a mastodon if he had 
not seen one, and while the In­
dian drawings are crude, they are 
usually accurate enough to identify 
the object which they wished to 
portray.
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